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4.  “We Would See Jesus” 

I so enjoy the heart of these seekers coming from afar to see Jesus. It’s the heart-response I 

want to continue to develop and to draw out of others. 

“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus” (John 12:20). 

After launching His ministry with Mark 1:15, Jesus further amplifies on His unique strategy by 

presenting only two possible ways to walk out our life on earth. First, Jesus’ way, a that leads to 

life with a small and narrow path. And second, our way, a wide gate and a broad path that leads 

to destruction. The first sketches out Jesus’ strategy and the second is the pathway we set for 

ourselves. The second imitates society by drawing on what lies within us and around us. It may 

make us more comfortable in the world, but not with Jesus. Jesus lays out only two options with 

two widely differing outcomes. We choose our response yet cannot choose the consequences of 

those responses.  

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 

leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

This is another clear call to obedience to His Lordship, our true home where we find and inner 

rest and life to the full. 

Who is your Source of life and what is your strategy for living life to the full? Yours or Jesus’? 

Either/Or. Only one road leads to abundance. If you choose the other, it’s the way of the world 

powered by deceit from the prince of this world (Ephesians 2:2). 

We may feel good about our so-called “third choice” to follow our own strategy to live life, 

like Eve and Adam did. Yet our so-called third choice is an illusion since the wisest man ever to 

live states there are only two choices, not three. 

• Either His way to eagerly submit to Him as Source of life and also His simple, brilliant 

strategy to live satisfied and content in everyday life. Those around you may call this 

narrow-minded, small, crimped, yet those who walk this way find it exhilarating. 

• Or our way to choose our own philosophy for life as our personal source and to follow 

our own strategy as we impose our values. Those around you may call these people 

broad-minded Christians with a wide range of possibilities, yet their end is a diminishing 

life. 

We must daily choose who we will believe. 

The first is the way to life and the second is the way to eternal destruction, even with its short-

term feelings of temporary happiness and bliss. When we choose Jesus’ first way, we may… 

“…feel like a person driving the speed limit but being passed on both sides by those in a 

hurry to arrive at a disappointing or worthless destination. The best and brightest will try 

to speed up spiritual growth and contort the gradual nature of normal growth.”1  

Do these words sound too strong to you? Please stop and reflect. Awareness triggers a healthy 

change cycle. Carefully read the NT with fresh eyes without imposing your existing views and 

values (as a starter, Romans 5:15-19, the contrast between either being dead in Adam by birth or 

alive in Christ by new birth).  

However, Jesus knows people, what we think and how we act. He also meets each of us where 

we are to nudge us towards the Father’s heart. Jesus anticipated the 21st century tendency of the 
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American church. At times, we listen to the world and try to “mix-&-match.” We come up with 

our own counterfeit “third way” or imitate those of others that seems to be at least tacitly 

accepted. This counterfeit 21st century strategy may sound something like this. 

“Yes, salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ as our Source of eternal 

life. Then, I’ll develop my own strategy for living out this life because Jesus’ ways are a bit 

outdated. Today, we have discovered a better way.” 

This “new” category fits better into the current world-culture with its cutting-edge marketing 

strategy. However, this “new” bogus option is only the second way dressed up in current clothing 

and didn’t begin today. It’s as ancient as Genesis 3 yet its veneer is freshly polished in every 

generation. Listen attentively to Jesus as He clearly deals with a similar counterfeit in the 1st 

century. 

Matthew 11:28-30, what a powerful passage in three short verses to expose the consequences 

and point back to Jesus’ way. A twofold rest. A twofold response to experience life to the full. 

And a twofold pop-quiz that exposes the popular mix-&-match counterfeit third option. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest…and you 

will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28, emphasis). 

Jesus offers a rest that He gives simply when we come. This is the coming of a fresh start for 

His people anytime we take a detour on our journey and feel weary and burdened. Any time! As 

many times as we need during a day, Jesus stretches out His welcoming arms, yearning to 

embrace His sheep who have wandered. Some seem satisfied to know they have eternal life 

through faith, but then relegate this life only to eternity. Eternal life begins at the point of saving 

faith during this life, so life to the full is available any time on our journey today. 

The first rest is given and prepares us for the second rest. We find this second rest as we choose 

His Lordship, actively partnering with the Spirit fresh. Each day is a fresh crossroads to choose 

Jesus.2 Jesus calls us to a twofold response, so we experience His satisfying fullness. This is His 

narrow and small gate leading to life. 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28, emphasis). 

First, choose to yoke up with Jesus daily as we serve others. Jesus illustrates with a strong ox 

yoked to a young, inexperienced ox to serve their master to cultivate the field. The traces are set 

so the strong ox pulls most of the weight as the young ox gains experience as they serve their 

master together. This is our call to a life of service in ministry on our way as we do life, whether 

at work or school, recreating or on the way. Often this means no change to most of our normal 

daily activities. It’s simply inviting Jesus into every aspect.  

“This practicing the presence of Christ takes all our time yet does not take from our work. 

It takes Christ into our enterprises and makes them more successful”  

(Frank Laubach). 

Second, we enter Jesus’ school of discipleship with Him as both the Teacher (learn “from” 

Jesus) and the curriculum (learn “of” Jesus).3 This is the only time I know that Jesus describes 

His own heart, the inner part of His being. He characterizes His life by two words…gentle and 

humble. 

These two words characterize the greatest man to ever live, yet how often do we see these traits 

prominently listed as qualifications to lead in this generation? 
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Jesus is gentle, not a harsh reactionary or easily exasperated when our personal goals are 

blocked. Gentle is not weak, but power under the control of Another. It’s like a stallion who has 

been gentled by his master, yet still has great power. Jesus exercises great power to influence 

and impact yet it’s under the control of His Father to be used for the highest and best to serve 

others (John 5:17+19).  Develop strength in Jesus, then kneel to use it to do good to others. 

Jesus is also humble, accessible, without airs. He confidently knows who He is in His 

relationship with His Father so never flaunts or hypes it. His default stance as He interacts with 

others is “welcoming arms where you are today.” He is especially drawn toward those who are 

needy and hurting and know it. Humility releases others to their destiny without limiting them 

with our smaller views and values. 

When we see a person with a high level of excellence in any field, we admire how they 

demonstrate this mastered skill. In his prime, Magic Johnson elevated the play of every basketball 

player around him with his joyful, energetic skill. Tiger Woods drew multitudes of followers in 

golf. Steve Jobs changed the electronics’ market through Apple. The William sisters changed the 

possibilities in women’s sports. Elon Musk reinvented the auto industry at Tesla.  

Jesus Christ is the Master of doing life. None has ever done life as well as Jesus. He is 

altogether stunning and attractive, worthy of wholeheartedly following…when rightly 

understood. 

Jesus calls us to do life with Him, ministering with Him together on mission and growing 

towards maturity like Him. And it’s so personal, knowing the One who is Master of doing life.  

The third twofold contrast is a pop-quiz.  

Please personalize it. If we are to make disciples, we must first grow as a disciple because God 

designed His universe to reproduce after its kind. 

How can we know for certain if we have stopped short of desiring the unswerving Lordship of 

Jesus in our lives?  

“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28, emphasis). 

Some have said to me, “That’s great that you disciple, Jim, but it’s not for every Christian.” I 

would agree that not every follower will disciple like I do. However, I don’t see any exception in 

those who have submitted to the Lordship of Jesus but to disciple within whatever unique call 

they feel they have on their lives. 

I would encourage any person who says, “discipling centered around God’s Word is not for 

me” to spend three months soaking in at least one chapter in the Gospels of John and Mark per 

day. Be gripped by Jesus’ simple, straightforward strategy of “every follower discipling.” Or 

simply read Matthew 28:18-20 fifteen or twenty times until Jesus’ clear strategy for every 

disciple sinks in. 

Look closely at your life. Is it characterized more by a view of the Christian life as “hard and 

heavy” or by “easy and light”? Allow this Reality to challenge your life towards His best. 

The commands of Jesus are hard for those who resist them, yet easy and light for those who 

eagerly respond. Jesus says, “My yoke and burden are both easy and light.” 

“Weary and pressed down by life” characterize a life of non-discipleship. This so-called third 

way is simply the “wide gate and broad way” that Jesus describes in Matthew 7:13. Some 

Christians may groan about the “cost of discipleship.” However, think rather about the cost of 
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non-discipleship. The cost is sky-high! Those who seek to grow through rules-keeping (even if 

derived from Scripture) may know they are saved by faith yet strive to walk out this life from the 

source of their own energy and with their own personal strategy. 

Jesus does life exceptionally well! Are you resistant to Jesus’ strategy to do life well in any 

arena of your person life? Even one? 

So, what could hinder us from yielding confidently to His Lordship as Master in every 

circumstance by putting into practice what He commands?  

Going our own way…alone!  

When we superimpose our own values on the NT when it becomes uncomfortable, we usurp 

Jesus’ Lordship and make ourselves the center of our life, even if we are genuinely His. Our 

personal feelings and thoughts and choices (our heart) take center-stage over Jesus’ strategy. We 

now futilely attempt to find the new source for our own life within ourselves and/or around us in 

the world. We develop our own strategies for life, like Eve and Adam when all creation fell in 

Genesis 3. Eve was deceived, thinking God held out from her what looked delightfully good. 

This may seem like the average Christian life today but it’s not the “normal” Christian life that 

Jesus brought with Him. This mix-&-match counterfeit “third way” is simply the enemy’s deceit 

and comes with an incredibly high cost because it imitates Eve and Adam in Genesis 3. 

This is no option for those who are serious about following Jesus and experiencing the 

accompanying blessings. The cost of non-discipleship is astronomical. Jesus says such rules-

keepers find themselves worn out on this journey, feeling loaded down and “should” upon by the 

traditions of religion. 

We become self-contained vessels that leak. 

“My people have committed two sins: 

They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and  

have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water (Jeremiah 2:13). 

If you are on the mix-&-match, counterfeit third way of your own making, repent and believe. 

Acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Master instead of drinking from your own leaky cistern.4 This 

means to switch to the true Vine as your present Source of life and Jesus’ plan as your only 

strategy for life. 

If you are wholeheartedly seeking to follow the Lordship of Christ, rejoice and thank 

Jesus…and continue on! All hail, Jesus, King of my heart! Simple, yet not without our effort. 

We talk about the “high cost of discipleship.” However, the outlay for authentic discipleship 

lies in an entirely different category than “high cost.” True discipleship requires our entire lives, 

lock, stock and barrel. And it’s not a cost, but an investment (think through the lens of 

accounting5). Our return on investment far, far outweighs the outgo in true discipleship.  

However, the cost of non-discipleship is enormous, robbing a person of his or her destiny. 

This “easy, light” life can only be walked out from the “always with you” presence of the 

Father, Son and Spirit (John 5:17+19; Acts 10:36-38). And it demands our intense effort. 

Both/And.6 

Jesus invites you to come. It’s His energy that works so powerfully within us. What’s your 

personal choice? 

The Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit, fry our mental circuits yet awaken life within. 
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Jesus amplifies on the necessity for obedience in His “sermon on the plateau” in Luke 6:17-49. 

This provides a unique glimpse into how Jesus raised up followers later in His ministry. Jesus 

teaches His disciples who are still causal about His Lordship (see comparison to John 6:60-71) as 

well as the curious crowd.7 Both groups need a similar message of a fresh glimpse of Jesus 

calling us towards full Lordship. Read Luke 6:46-49 before continuing. 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46, emphasis). 

What a grand question! How would you answer Jesus’ penetrating question?  

“WHY good words without corresponding good works?”  

If a thinking person read the Gospel accounts of Jesus with an open heart, most would consider 

Jesus kind and embracing, caring and compassionate. And that He is!!  

Yet we must also recognize Jesus as absolutely brilliant with the best strategy to experience life 

to the full. If not, we will tend to be infected by the world-philosophies, aiming at size and sizzle, 

bustle and busyness.  

Do we believe that Jesus is truly Lord (meaning Master) and the Teacher who is unfailingly 

spot-on? Then, act on it as a wholehearted, all-in follower of Jesus (who still stumbles).  

In this “Come & See Me” training tier to introduce those interested to Jesus as He truly is, the 

large meeting plays a crucial role to inspire and build momentum. However, it’s also crucial to 

break down into smaller groups (which may be mixed-gender). This also provides hands-on 

experience for those a bit farther along to lead.  

My best experience regarding size in “Come & See Me” is a group that’s small enough to 

stimulate personal interaction and large enough to tap into the power of group dynamics without 

pressuring any one to share. Perhaps 6-12, but each group must decide if everyone has room to 

actively share their insights since this is one element of motivation for adult learners.8 

What choices could support us to confidently desire to yield to His Lordship as Master in every 

circumstance by putting into practice what He commands? 

“As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I 

will show you what they are like. They are like a man building a house, who dug down 

deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house 

but could not shake it, because it was well built” (Luke 6:47-48, emphasis). 

Jesus gives both curious disciples and more involved disciples three simple responses for our 

part in His strategy of relational apprenticing. Come! Hear! Put into practice by obeying 

everything Jesus commands. 

Such equipping is both formal and informal, both on the way and gathered together, knowledge 

but especially truth put into practice. We are transformed through our doing, not just because we 

can recite information, no matter how spot-on it is. This type of person will stand when the 

torrents of life hit. 

A relational apprentice is like her/his Master when fully trained (Luke 6:40). 

If a personal reason arises in your mind that whispers “this is beyond me,” bring your honest 

questions to Jesus now. Check out what your Master, Jesus, has to say.  

Does this “easy” and “light” seem to be something you fail in a lot? Join the club! 
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Refocus from your feeling of personal lack to His generous, overflowing provision. “We 

become what we behold!’ Whatever we set the affections of our heart on, we become more like 

that, either of Jesus or the world (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).  

Jesus’ “always with you” presence has already provided everything needed for the journey. No 

matter the challenge, turn to Jesus. Specifically, Jesus has already paid for every one of your sins, 

past, present and future, plus our enemy’s deceit, like guilt and shame. 2,000 years ago Jesus paid 

in full for every last one. No barrier remains. 

If you sin unintentionally, tell Jesus quickly what you did. If you deliberately sinned, lean in 

and acknowledge it. “Jesus, I agree with how you view that attitude and action.”  

What our Family-of-Three wants most is authenticity and transparency from us, what any good 

friendship is founded on. He meets us right where we are with His embracing arms. He won’t 

leave us as orphans. And His expectations for you and me are always reasonable.  

When Jesus had fully trained His disciples, He commissioned them. “From the same Source, 

pass on the same strategy to multiply disciples in SmallGroups like Jesus.” And do this to each 

generation until Jesus returns. Jesus’ plan was and still is unchanged throughout the generations. 

And simple! So simple that most today overlook His timeless plan.  

The one most crucial response of the three remains from Luke 6:47-48…doing…putting into 

practice Jesus’ words so truth encounters our lives and we become disciples of Jesus.  

Jesus intentionally built on this in a life-on-life way by spending more time with His Twelve 

than with all the rest of the world together. And Jesus often broke down into smaller groups of 

three and/or four. So, don’t rush the process of making disciples as we follow His strategy. 

“The time which Jesus invested in these few disciples was so much more by comparison 

to that given to others that it can only be regarded as a deliberate strategy.”9  

Respond as if Jesus is brilliant. Since He is! 

What will you do now about Jesus’ commands? 

Next week move on to Week Four (Engaging the Welcoming Heart of Jesus)  

on the webpage, “Come & See Me” – Tier One Training. 

 

 
1 Bill Hull, The Complete Book of Discipleship (Colorado Springs: NAVPRESS, 2006), p. 300. 
2 Centuries earlier, Israel stood at a crossroad in the days of the prophet Jeremiah, just like each 

of us every day. Make a better choice than the Israelites. Jesus quoted Jeremiah in His second 

rest, a rest found as we wholeheartedly follow Jesus. 

This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask 

where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We 

will not walk in it’” (Jeremiah 6:16), emphasis). 

Which fork will you choose at your crossroad? The life walked out with and like Jesus is both 

“easy and light.” 
3 Interestingly, scholars tell us the underlying word translated “from” can properly mean either 

“from” or “of.” Jesus is both the Teacher (“learn from Me”) and the curriculum “learn of Me”). 
4 In Jeremiah’s day, a “cistern” was a manmade, underground plastered container to hold runoff 

water in arid lands. 
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5 Cost is a deduction on the Profit and Loss Statement. Investment is an addition to assets. 
6 The Apostle Paul describes his ministry and the effort it demands like this. 

[Jesus] is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 

may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the 

energy Christ so powerfully works in me (Colossians 1:28-29, emphasis). 
7 His teaching here has similarities in content to His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) yet 

appears to be given at another time. It’s common for teachers on the move to teach core concepts 

in many different settings. 

Luke is a more chronological Gospel than Matthew’s thematic approach. Notice the “time 

stamp” in Luke 6:12-16, just after calling His Twelve to inaugurate His more intense third tier of 

training, “Come & Be with Me.” 
8 Studies point to four key, inner motivational factors that activate and accelerate adult learning. 

All four fused together help develop a powerful learning culture, similar to fertile soil in a 

garden.  

1. Relevance: Demonstrating value by relating learning to life. A desire to find meaning is 

fundamental to humanity. Adult learners in particular dislike busywork. Adults need to 

know the reason for learning. This is why we emphasize putting truth into action to 

encounter life. DO God’s word. You won’t remain unchanged for long. 

2. Competence: Experiencing growing competence in life & learning. God designed humanity 

to have purpose, to explore, perceive, evaluate, think about and change our surroundings to 

promote positive effects. Success cultivates expectancy for continued success. This is why 

we try to “flip” learning to ask each to prepare before group.  

3. Belonging: Connecting with each other accelerates learning. God fashioned us for 

community because He is community. Creating a culture in which both the learners and 

teachers feel respected by and connected with one another accelerates learning. Mutual 

cooperation develops a natural give-&-take in transforming power in community. 

4. Positive Attitude: Nurturing positive attitudes towards learning. Our attitude predisposes us 

in a certain direction, positively or negatively. Learn in a way that releases joy and fun in the 

process. 
9 Robert E. Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism (Colorado Springs: NAVPRESS, 1994), p. 

45. 


