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Dedication
One of the reasons I write is because I read. Words touch me and
move me. The words of others sometimes make concrete the variety of
ideas and emotions, concepts and streaming thoughts that swirl in my
heart and mind. I write, not as one who has arrived, but as one who is on
a journey and yearns for companionship on the way.
My heartfelt thanks also to those over the years who have been
instrumental in my spiritual growth, and who grew together with me in
learning groups. Your love, honesty and willingness to let me use you as
human guinea pigs in creatively experimenting have impacted me and
what I have written.
These integrated articles aligns itself with recent breakthroughs in
learning theory, which simply return to God’s ancient way of learning.
He designed us, and also knows how we learn best. My passion is to
release in young Christians this hunger to share the most amazing story
ever told.
These thoughts have been rattling around since the 2010’s.
However, I first heard the title, “Together on Mission,” from my son-inlaw, Pastor Travis Twyman. Those three words have drawn together the
scattered thoughts I had been gathering. Thanks again, Travis!
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from
the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®.
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Picture of Jesus: A wood inlay picture given to me by my mom.
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2022. All Rights Reserved; published by Partnering 24/7, Yorba Linda,
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No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
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I. Inviter’s & Includers
I view myself as the LAST person who should be writing a book
on sharing my faith. This area is certainly the weakest part of my
Christian journey, even after forty+ years. I need friends to keep
stirring me up here. And I also still have a deep inner desire to
overcome my fears and perceived weakness and actually do it.
Perhaps that is my greatest qualification, my weakness.
I’m very much like most of you!
Perhaps that makes me “qualified” to write a book with the first
section designed to be a conversation starter on how to begin
sharing our faith. I certainly have a ton of empathy for my friends
out there who struggle in this arena.
Witnessing is the first ministry to which Jesus called His 1st
century disciples. Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of
men.”Yet for most of us in the 21st century, we still sweat bullets!
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These short articles chapters are reflections as a dialog piece to
stimulate actively sharing our faith in natural ways with those we
come in contact with on the way to doing life. Jesus modeled
something very powerful during His ministry.
Begin with Jesus and His sufficiency to connect with and to
meet the deepest human need, like Jesus did. Jesus came to restore
His original and ongoing Eden intent and to bring His plan to its
proper end. I believe we need to recover for today the power in this
simpler, community-based “how-to” of actively sharing the Gospel
of the Beautiful News of Jesus Christ.
Read through the Gospel of John during this first section, more
than once if possible. Read with a BIG-small-BIG approach, reading
rapidly for the big-picture, then engaging small sections more
leisurely before reading rapidly again to put it back together. The
BIG sheds light on the small and the small helps inform the BIG.
NOTES:

1. Telling HIS Story: The Gospel of John
The Good News is simple, not complex, yet incredibly powerful.
I wonder if perhaps we may over complicate the simplicity of
sharing Jesus today. In the first five years of my Christian life I had
memorized a half dozen presentations of the Good News. When we
went to Europe to serve as missionaries, our team did a fresh study
of what the Good News is. The deeper I dove, the surer I was that
the Gospel was simple: telling Jesus’ story about His death and
resurrection. Paul cut to the chase.
[As] the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of
devotion to Christ (2 Corinthians 11:3, NASB emphasis).
In the Gospel of John, Jesus provides a powerful example of
how to share the Good News relationally as inviters-&-includers.
Story (or narrative for those English majors) powerfully
communicates! When we begin to see ourselves in the story,
resistance weakens, and our hearts begin to open to possibilities.
I want to get back to the “simplicity and purity of devotion to
Christ.” As we share with others, Jesus is at the center. Jesus is still
popular in this current generation, even if the Bible or the church is
not. The story of Jesus is compelling. Rightfully understood, Jesus
is altogether attractive. And His resurrection is the tipping point, the
focus of most of the evangelistic sermons in the Book of Acts.
Even as the 1st century physically rubbed shoulders with Jesus
let’s engage people with the non-fiction story of Jesus, his
biography. Encourage those seeking Jesus to read the Gospel of
John with you, His life and death, His resurrection and ascension.
Simply ask together: “Who is Jesus?” “How did Jesus treat
others?” “What was His mission?” “How can I connect with such a
Man?” Story powerfully engages seekers in the stunning simplicity
of Jesus to join His ongoing adventure. In His introduction to John’s
Gospel, Eugene Petersons’ The Message nails Jesus’ style.
“Jesus doesn’t impose salvation as a solution; he narrates
salvation into being through leisurely conversation,
intimate personal relationships, compassionate
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responses, passionate prayer, and—putting it all
together—a sacrificial death. We don’t casually walk away
from words like that.”
Jesus, the “Word,” came to have an impact. Engage our culture
today in a way so they cannot “casually walk away.” Jesus
approached people where His life and provision would be most
accessible to the individual so they might respond. He encountered
people in a way that touched the raw edges of their lives. He became
aware of the sharp shard of the shattered image of God that pricked
them deep within. Then He brought His life and His Father’s heart
to bear on that deep need as the only lasting answer.
John had looked perfect Love in the eye and watched perfect
love live. Now in His Gospel, John majored on these universal life
needs, ancient echoes, keys to unlock the heart. Some responded;
some did not. Universal needs though demand an eternal answer.
Each one experienced a living touch of compassion from Jesus, the
Life that is the Light of every person. He calls us to imitate His style
as we give those around us a touch of the care of Christ. That’s why
John clearly tells us the purpose for which he wrote.
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name (John 20:30-31, emphasis).
As you read John’s Gospel, carefully note three distinctive
features, all designed to powerfully draw His audience to believe.
First, John wrote his Gospel around seven miracles, 1 called signs to
underscore that they are signposts pointing to Jesus. Signs
demonstrate the Reality of His words. Jesus promises that we have
the same Helper partnering in these signs as He did, the Holy Spirit.
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the
Father—he will testify about me. And you also must
testify…” (Jesus in 15:26-27 about the Spirit, emphasis).
We bear witness about Jesus with our walk and our words. The
Spirit backs what we say as He demonstrate outwardly the Reality
of what we say as needed with works of compassion and power.
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Second, note the intensely personal interaction Jesus had with
those snagged by counterfeits. Jesus lovingly exposed the deceptive
substitutes that people drew on to fill legitimate, God-given needs.
Jesus connects with them through leisurely conversation, intimate
personal relationship, and compassionate responses, like we can.
Jesus presented life with His Father and with Himself as the only
legitimate, satisfying option. Here are a few to whet your appetite.
Nicodemus (purpose): In John 3, Nicodemus was the premier
teacher in Israel, but approached Jesus secretly. I believe an
unsatisfied yearning for a more fulfilling spirituality tugged at Nic’s
heart. He came secretly, at night so his peers would not know the
inner lack he felt. The sharp shard of the shattered image of God
could never be satisfied by more learning or teaching…only by
Jesus. Jesus whispered into his sense of unfulfilled need at the point
of his awakened conscience, “Nic, to experience true spirituality,
you must be born from above so I can fill your need for purpose.”
The Samaritan Woman at the Well (belonging): She
experienced a relentless, cavernous need within for satisfying
relationships. The villagers had ostracized her. Five husbands had
discarded her. She was living unmarried with a sixth man not even
bothering to marry this time. This jagged shard from the shattered
image poked and prodded her aloneness and her yearning for
belonging as Jesus engaged her in John 4.
The Father directed His Son into her life to pour His Living
Water into her relational drought. Jesus whispered: “Daughter, your
yearning for satisfying relationship is met first and foremost in Me
and only secondarily in community with My people. I am that
artesian well of living water.” She demonstrated her change from
the inside out as she spontaneously returned to risk sharing Jesus
with her village, the very people who had previously ostracized her.
The Man at the Pool (significance): The lame man in John 5
had been an invalid for thirty-eight years of his life. The physical
problem was not the most painful part of his life, however. Jewish
society and his neighbors had ostracized and marginalized him. He
was disregarded and dismissed as inconsequential…an “invisible
person” for thirty-eight years. Jesus asked a question to explore how
painful the pricks from this fractured piece of God’s image were, a
need to count and to relate. Jesus whispered into his life-battle, “I
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see you and care. I have called you to a destiny that is
consequential.” After Jesus healed him, He directly and lovingly
confronted the former invalid to change the way he viewed his life.
Third, look globally at the Gospel of John for the last
distinctive. Jesus scatters seven “I am…” statement throughout. He
presents His life as the single answer to their deepest need. “I
am…” Jesus walked the earth to approach people at their point of
essential felt need. Jesus whispered into their souls, “I am the
answer to life’s deepest needs…and yours!”
1. “I am the Bread of Life,” the One who satisfies the deep
hunger and thirst within (6:35).
2. “I am the Light of the World,” the One who gives insight
and direction to avoid what causes us to stumble (8:12).
3. “I am the Gate for My Sheep,” the One who opens my life
for people to go in and out for protection (10:7).
4. “I am the Good Shepherd,” the One who speaks tenderly,
protects, and guides the flock (10:11).
5. “I am the Resurrection and the Life,” the One who gives life
with an eternal quality (11:25).
6. “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” the One who is the
way to the Father, truth about Him, and life from Him
(14:6).
7. “I am the True Vine,” the One who provides everything
needed for a fruitful life through intimate connection (15:1).
When you have an opportunity to talk to a person about the
Good News, focus on the simplicity found by focusing on the life of
Jesus Christ. Tell the stories of Jesus from the Gospels, particularly
John’s. Bringing people to belief is his stated purpose for writing.
Jesus is still the way to hearts in the 21st century, although today
the Father uses His people as His voice and touch to tell His story.
Let’s relate these 1st century encounters today in such a way that the
lost world around us may also experience a personal, living touch
from the Light of the world. New life happens in a faith transaction
with Jesus. The words are less important than the heart. For me, it
was a short prayer. “Jesus, I know I can’t live my life the way I
want. Here is my life as it is, and I’ll take yours back in exchange.”
Read through the Gospel of John with a BIG-small-BIG style.

2. Telling MY Story
There is a misnomer within Christian circles that in today’s
culture there is hostility to Jesus. Yes, to religiosity, but people are
still open to Jesus. Yet are there enough people who are willing to
share their faith? The Good News is truly a gift for those outside
Christ, and also a responsibility for every single follower of Jesus to
learn to pass it on. Anyone can use these five simple responses.
1. Begin by asking God for help. As we ask God for grace to
inconvenience ourselves and give us eyes to see what the Father is
doing with those around us. He delights to answer such prayers. Ask
God to use you, open doors, and give you the right words, at the
right times. Let God lead you and ask Him to fill you with His
Spirit.
2. Prepare your 3-minute salvation testimony (“Telling MY
Story”). People can debate a lot of things. One thing is not debatable
and that is our personal story. Throughout the centuries, this has
been one of the most effective ways to reach people. In the selective
Book of Acts, Paul gave his personal testimony three times and each
time it brought a stir. We will dig in a bit later regarding how to
develop our personal 3-minute “Telling MY Story.”
3. Keep it simple and rely on God. Only the Spirit of God can
bring people to Jesus. The Gospel, in and of itself, is simple. It is
about the life and death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. While it’s
important for us as disciples to dig in more deeply into the NT, keep
it simple when you share, with few unique Christian words. It’s
their believing glance to Jesus when their heart connects to Jesus’
heart that brings life. It may be helpful to memorize a couple key
verses so you have these at the tip of your tongue, like John 5:24 or
Romans 6:23. If they have questions, though, it’s much better to
commend them for questions. Ask if you can come back. Then pray
that they will go through John with you. Paul warns us about
shifting from the simplicity of devotion to Christ (1 Cor. 11:3).
4. Avoid debates. If we win their minds, yet God does not
capture their hearts they are no better off than before. Stay singlemindedly focused on Jesus, not religion, not the OT, not a religious
system. Only Jesus changes lives. If they bring up controversial
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subjects, simply say, “yea, that’s a tough one and I can’t answer it
either. But you know, my faith in Jesus is not based on that, but
on….” Focus on who Christ is, what He has done, especially for
you, and how Jesus can put all the broken pieces of one’s life back
together if he or she will trust in Him.
5. Be authentic. Jesus was authentic and He calls us to relate to
people like He relates. Is anything a bigger turnoff in today’s society
than unauthentic people, those who judge or put down others? We
can politely “agree to disagree without being disagreeable.”
At the end of the day, the greatest thing you can do in this life is
point someone else to Christ. You can’t make a person say “yes” to
Jesus…that’s not your responsibility. You can however partner with
the Spirit to be a catalyst to help someone understand that his or her
highest good in this life comes through relationship with Christ.
God wants to use you. God can use you, even though you may
feel ill equipped. Remember, it’s not based on your personality, how
well you articulate or how many Bible verses you know. Rather, it’s
about your willingness to say, “Lord, here I am. Send me.”
Let’s dig in a bit deeper to our three-minute salvation testimony,
“Telling MY Story.” What a powerful way to share the Good News
with others. This is ours. Nobody can refute what happened to us,
although they can refuse to embrace it.
Certainly, the three-minute time limit is an artificial number.
Yet it’s practical. Your thorough preparation makes it easy to later
insert naturally into a conversation with limited time. At an
appropriate spot in the conversation, it’s simply ask permission
while connecting your testimony with something that had been said.
“Say, do you have a couple minutes for me to share something from
my life that fits in with what you just said?” Some call this an
“elevator-talk” since it’s short.
In a group setting, when a person gives their testimony, I tell the
person ahead of time to shoot for 2 ½ to 3 minutes. I let them know
we will time them to help them out, giving a brief heads-up at 2 ½,
and stopping them at 3 ½ minutes. So, expect this.
It’s good practice for us to learn to be concise. It also prevents
the person from dominating the group time. This 3-minute
testimony is only a small portion of our life. We have a lot else to
say. The limited space in the small boxes limit words. The three
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natural breaks help it to flow and make it easier to remember the
natural progression. Before (BC). Jesus/Cross. After (AD).
Keep your words natural, conversational, and not religious
sounding. Most people spend too much time on “before” since it’s
often such a vivid time. The purpose is to draw others in with your
“before,” so they identify with you. It’s not to share all the nuances
of your life. Feel free to read from your sheet as you give your
testimony in group, although eventually you will want to commit it
to memory. Have fun and keep fine tuning your story!
Tentative Theme: Focus on one integrating theme throughout
your story. For example:
forgiveness, freedom,
acceptance, purpose,
meaning, friendship,
direction, etc.. You may have
several, so pick the one theme
that will relate best to your
audience. Add others later.
If you think the person
you share with in life
struggles with shame, then
highlight the loving
forgiveness you experience in
Christ. Draw that thread all
the way through from your
shame before Christ to the
forgiveness He brought. Then
on to where you are now. Remember, you don’t need to share
everything, just the parts of your story which emphasize that
particular theme. Over time you can create several separate 3minute testimonies to reach different people.
1. BC, Before: What was your life like before salvation in
reference to your chosen theme? Don’t share all the details, but only
what is necessary for them to feel your pain and need.
2. Jesus/Cross: What did the Holy Spirit use to connect you to
the Father’s caring heart? For me, it was a girlfriend I liked who
went to church. I liked her enough to even go with her to church,
and Jesus later gripped my heart.
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3. AD, After: What were some of the immediate and long-term
changes in you after conversion? Relate the changes to the felt need
from your theme.
Rethinking the Theme: Now go back and summarize in a few
words the one main theme, just to confirm. Verify that you don’t
have several themes intermixed. Limit this to one integrating theme
throughout your story and add other separate ones later.
Questions: It’s often helpful to follow-up your testimony with a
“bridge” question. The questions provided are attempts to help you
explore how the person you are sharing with connected with your
story. A question gives them an opportunity to continue a dialogue
about their spiritual journey. A dialogue, not a monologue, so be
quick to listen. Remember, you are planting seeds. God is in charge
of the harvest and is always working. It’s OK to rattle the door to
see if it’s locked, but don’t bust it down!
Reminders: Here are a few that are helpful for me to focus on.
• God has perfectly equipped you to effectively share, using
your story to connect God’s Big-story with the person’s.
• Similar to an “elevator speech,” make this conversational
with as few “religious” words as possible.
• Major on the benefits, not how bad you were. How good
Jesus is the focus of the central theme. God has given us a
message of hope to make an impact on others.
• We communicate this hope best when we first identify an
aspect of the shattered image of God in them (“echoes of a
Voice” or “keys to their heart”), like purpose or meaning,
beauty or justice, belonging or competence.
• Invite them into the conversation about Jesus as a valued
person, not as a project.
By the way, some of you were raised in a Christian home and
came to Jesus early. Great, although you may not have a clear
before/after. However, a child’s faith is initially rooted in the
parents’ faith, more than in their own. A time came in your life,
though, when the Good News became your own faith, not your
parents’ faith. You emotionally, physically, spiritually connected
with Jesus from your heart. Use the same format to tell your story.
Do you believe such personal evangelism is possible today?

3. My Oikos, Extended Community
So then, why is it so difficult for most of us to tell our
acquaintances about the most important person in our lives, Jesus?
What deters us from sharing?
Many Christians have incorrect hidden assumptions, values and
beliefs in place. These short-circuit God’s straightforward desires to
reach His prodigal planet through His people with His life and light
and love. Resistors exist that “ground” some of the awesome power
of the relational Triune God. We have an active enemy determined
to deceive us, so we won’t reach God’s highest and best for us. This
is one reason to grow in our inwardly holy life. We are on mission
together so “everyone gets to participate.”
I look at these as Christian “myths.”
When I hear the word “myth,” my first thought is of the Greek
myths about demigods. A “myth” is a collective belief, without a
determinable basis of fact. It’s an unproven or false collective belief
that is used to justify a social institution. It’s popularly used to
explain unusual life responses for the undiscerning.
Yes, I mean that we Christians have unfounded fears about
sharing our faith. A dwarfed message produces dwarfed disciples. A
myth is so resistant to change because there is some truth in each
myth (I call this “part-for-the-whole thinking). It’s so devastating
because the error diverts us off course, siphoning off valuable
resources and energy for life. We must learn to know the truth.
Here are a few that I have experienced myself and/or seen in
others. Add your thoughts freely. Please place a checkmark by the
myths that you have heard (perhaps even in your own thoughts).
And bring your additional “myths” to our learning community.
Myth One: “I fear rejection from the lost.”
Myth Two: “I don’t have a gift of evangelism.”
Myth Three: “I’m not good at speaking so I can’t share my
faith adequately.”
Myth Four: “I don’t know Scripture well enough and don’t
know any apologetic proofs.”
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Myth Five: “I feel inept, inadequate, unworthy, without the
kind of love needed for this. What if I mess up and they go
to hell?”
Myth Six: “The person may ask me a question I can’t
answer.”
Myth Seven: “Those without Christ are not interested
anyway because they are satisfied pursuing pleasures.”
Myth Eight: “I may be insulted if I share Jesus.”
Myth Nine: Your own personal myth.
Did you know that 75-90% of Christians were introduced to
Christ through a friend or a relative? 1 The New Testament uses the
word “oikos” to describe these social webs (I like the more graphic
term, “garden plots” derived from Genesis 1:28). The British New
Testament scholar, Michael Green, described “oikos” in this way:
“The family understood in this broad way as consisting of
blood relations, slaves, clients and friends, was one of the
bastions of Greco-Roman society. Christian missionaries
made a deliberate point of gaining whatever households
they could as lighthouses, so to speak, from which the
Gospel could illuminate the surrounding darkness….[We
are then] quite right in stressing the centrality of the ‘oikos’
to the Christian advance.”2
The NT word “oikos” would be broadly equivalent to
acquaintances today. Social webs consist of people who share
common blood or friendships, associations at work or play or at our
children’s play. We could extend this to include people we used to
know or people we would like to know. Perhaps even including our
social media “friends.” “Strategic buying” is one practical response
(frequenting the same store to develop relationships with clerks).
Social webs are like veins of gold to mine. People in our social
webs are people who know us best and see us in a variety of
settings. They can see the Reality of Christ in us…not perfect lives,
but authentic, caring lives like 1 Peter underscores. We are credible
witnesses for them. Naturally, this presupposes a passion in your life
to walk in sweet surrender to Jesus in community, fully abandoned
to giving Jesus away to others. Thomas Wolf adds this observation.
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“An oikos is a social system composed of those related to
each other through common ties and tasks. The New
Testament oikos included members of the nuclear family,
but extended to [those who] sensed a close association
with each other….The oikos constituted the basic social
unit by which the early church grew, spreading the Good
News of Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.”3
Look how the New Testament illustrates the effectiveness of
“inviting & including” our social web.
• Andrew brings his brother Simon to “come and see.”
• Philip brings his friend Nathaniel to “come & see.”
• Cornelius brings his relations and friends to Peter.
• Lydia and her oikos are saved.
• The Philippian jailer is saved with his whole oikos.
• Philip and Andrew connected with some Greeks who would
like to meet Jesus.4
Some people today come to faith by belonging before believing.
So, invite them into our family and church community life. Include
them in activities we are already doing. Build on common ground.
God has interwoven basic laws into this life that we cannot
escape. Besides physical laws like the law of gravity, powerful
relational laws or principles exist as we become a welcoming,
inviting, infiltrating people. Use these “10 Commandments of
Human Relations” to connect with others as inviters-&-includers.
Most people can practice these in some way each day as we relate
with others as God’s people. I picture Jesus as strong in these.
1. Speak to people. There is nothing as nice as a cheerful word
of greeting. Initiate.
2. Smile at people. It takes 72 muscles to frown and 14 to
smile. Your smile may be their only warm touch today.
3. Call people by their first name. The sweetest music to many
ears is the sound of their name. Remembering names is hard
work for me!
4. Be alert for opportunities to serve others. Acts of loving
service are difficult to resist and tough to argue against.
What others value most is what we do for them, or their
children.
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5. Be friendly and helpful, serving others simply for the joy of
serving. If you would have friends, be friendly. Care for
others.
6. Be cordial. Speak and respond as though everything you do
is pleasurable (if you don’t like His God-Assignments, talk
to Him about it!) Don’t whine or fault-find (Phil. 2:14).
7. Have a genuine interest in people. People like to be noticed
and appreciated. Don’t put on an act. Don’t come with an
underlying hidden agenda. But do genuinely notice them as
God’s image-bearers, alert with expectation to see what the
Father is doing.
8. Be generous with praise, be cautious with criticism.
Overcome resistance with relational goodness and kindness
(Romans 2:24b).
9. Be considerate of the feelings of others. Try walking in their
shoes, understanding a bit of their back story.
10. Be thoughtful of the opinions of others, even when they
differ. Inquire. Keep your opinions focused on Jesus and
table most of your controversial ones.
For most new Christians, this group of people who you touch
regularly is teeming with possibilities. Open your eyes and be aware
of what the Father is doing. Jesus is enough to fill the deepest
longings in our hearts, and in the hearts of those in our oikos.
Fill out first name’s in the diagram below to help identify your
“oikos.” Bring this to group with you, relatives, neighbors, friends,
co-workers, club members, etc. Make one your “person of interest.”

4. Universal Keys to Unlock Eternal Hearts
I am still on a quest to develop a heart like Jesus for the lost.
I believe Jesus saw potential in the lost as image-bearers with
eternity in their hearts.1 He met them at equality as God’s creation,
even if the image is now shattered by sin. If we don’t begin with
equality, we find it difficult to celebrate diversity to forge unity.
Look how positively Jesus approached the lost of Israel, including
the marginalized of their society, the tax collectors and harlots.
As I have reflected on Jesus’ ways, my ears are being opened to
hear eternal cries from the human heart. These point toward
universal keys to unlock the hearts of the lost. Read the following
common responses (add your own). Ask: Why do we observe these
universally consistent experiences of humanity?
• The child on the playground shouts at her friend after a
disagreement, “That’s not fair!”
• Goose bumps and tears well up unbidden during a movie
when a fractured relationship is mended and now thrives.
• My granddaughter excitedly call out, “Poppo, watch me!”
• The bully gets trounced and we cheer.
• Sociologists have yet to find a culture in the world without
some expression of spirituality.
• The final piece comes together on a work project (or a
favorite hobby). That sense of accomplishment floods us.
• The heroic stirs us, as our heroes sacrifice for something
greater than comfort or convenience.
• At work or home, someone says, “I sure appreciate and
value you” and our hearts soar.
• A news story breaks about powerful leaders in a poor
country who are filthy rich while the children are starving
with bloated bellies. Something within us rises up and
shouts, “No!”
• A stunning sunset reaches that extraordinary climax and we
turn to a total stranger and exclaim, “What beauty!”
• In an unguarded moment late at night, the questions surface:
“Why am I here? There must be more.”

20 / Together on Mission

Inviter’s & Includers

These universal keys unlock the eternal hearts of the human
race. They are echoes from the past. An echo implies an original
Voice. God placed these within us as image-bearers, like signposts
directing us back to our Creator and His good intentions. Open our
ears to hear these echoes in the hearts of those around you.
These universal keys are not random or capricious. They reflect
the God-given desires our Family-of-Three has placed into every
person. God fashioned each and every person for Himself. Nothing
else will satisfy a human being made in His image, even if they
deny Him. If we trace the echo back to the original Voice speaking
creation into being, these echoes lead us to the feet of Jesus.
Let me give you an example from my five-year old twin
grandchildren. God designed humanity for both belonging and for
purpose. He also wired the two genders differently on average. My
grandson picks up the soft-tipped dart gun Grannie bought and
knocks the cans down with the first shot. He joyfully jumps up and
down. He then misses, stomps out and called it a “stupid game.”
His sister comes out with her hair fixed up and a fancy play
dress on. She parades around with a few spins and an engaging
smile, loving the feeling of belonging through beauty. Then another
little girl may come out with a nicer dress, and my granddaughter
stomps off and takes the dress off.
Childish? Certainly, but maybe more authentic and honest than
we adults when we walk in our “flesh” and our God-given needs do
not feel met.
What are other keys or echoes you may have noticed?
Make this learning active. What do the poets and novelists write
about? What touches you deeply in a song, story or movie? What
makes you cry or laugh or gives you goose bumps? Hollywood
themes tap into these universal, deep, unmet longings common to
humanity because the sharp shards of the shattered image sell well.
Every person outside of Christ has his or her “plate glass”
image shattered. A gaping hole stands prominently within them with
jagged, fractured fragments strewn around in their inner sanctum
where God alone used to reside. Every lost person intuitively knows
that they have been made for more. Something is amiss, lying just
outside their grasp. What was lacking in you before Christ? For me,
a lack of purpose and meaning were the superhighway the Father
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used to reveal Christ in me. I did not know where I came from or
where I was going and thus had no framework from which to
answer the central questions, “Who am I and why am I here?”
As Jesus ministered, He saw these sharp pieces breaking the
surface in others. They became the God-prepared bridges as He
approached people on the way. Imitate Jesus here and become aware
of these God-prepared bridges. How can we cooperate with the
Spirit to help open hearts to the presence of God?
Discover where that pain lurks, like Jesus did. Over time, begin
to explore gently at this access point.
Do you remember a painful time when you were cut by a sharp
object? This is how the lost live 24/7, whether aware or not. Their
sharp, broken glass-shards prick and stick them, cutting and slicing
with excruciating pain. No wonder they lash out at times! Over time
most grow callous to this sense of loss and learn to cope, even as the
coping devices build walls that block out life. However, these
“keys” provide a paved highway over which Jesus can enter their
hearts, the only lasting solution. Jesus truly is sufficient!
This shattered image of God is our avenue to share Jesus in a
way that penetrates deeply into their heart.
Bring them to the person and provision of Jesus as the answer to
their deepest needs. I’ve compiled these keys on the way. Please
make this your own list, adding and deleting.
1. Prayer is the key to staying in touch with what the Father is
doing (John 5:17+19 with Colossians 4:2-3).
2. As inviters-&-includers, we begin to build bridges from God
to people and from people to God. It often takes time to
build a bridge. The word priest actually means “bridge
builder.” Peter calls us a community of priests (1 Peter 2:9).
3. Ask good questions about their work, family, interests, and
background. If you have a heart for their treasure (especially
their children), they will open up. Use their name often since
remembering details concretely communicates value.
4. Become a good listener. Nurture relationships by being
interested in their concerns and relating in ways that connect
with them. People are dying for someone to listen,
understand and see them.
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5. Practice “L-shaped” listening. Listen vertically to God
hearing what the Father is doing. Also listen laterally toward
people. Really hear their hearts.
6. Demonstrate that you respect and care for those outside of
Jesus as individuals. See those without Christ as imagebearers, although broken ones. You can respect and tolerate
their beliefs, even though you don’t align yourselves with
them. “Let’s agree to disagree and still accept one another”
is a viable option to bring God’s love.
7. Our pain can become a bridge to their heart. The number one
way into the heart of a resistant person is through our own
pain, appropriately shared. The world does not understand
pain or how to deal with it.
8. Give them hope. People have problems living in this fallen
world with an active enemy. We have answers.
9. Leave a comma in the relationship. Don’t bash down barriers
so that you destroy the entryway back in or you place a
period in the relationship. You are then shut out and also
make it difficult for the next person to share. Only the Spirit
of God can open hearts. Don’t bang down doors.
10. Experts say we have seven invitations with each person to
give away to a lost person (specific invitations to come to an
event). Use them in a variety of ways spread over time.
Don’t get discouraged. Persevere. List how you are using
these invitations with your “person of interest.”
11. Serve the interests of others in practical ways. Or turn it
around like Jesus did with the woman at the well and ask for
help. Take the initiative to build bridges through a relational
approach based on growing people skills.
God has left us with “echoes of a Voice” or “universal keys” to
unlock eternal hearts. These echoes point to our Creator-Father and
our original home. They unlock the door to connect God’s heart
with the hearts of others…when used. Think of your two favorite
movies. What makes you cry or laugh or gives you goose bumps?
Think through themes that tap into the deep, unmet longings of the
lost, keys to the hearts of the lost. If possible, focus the theme of
your 3-Minute testimony, “Telling MY Story,” on one of these as
you continue to sharpen it.

5. Credible Witnesses
Rapidly read John 1:35-51. How many men are mentioned?
How were people invited & included? Who did the inviting? As
usual before going on, make your learning active.
From Jesus’ perspective of training, I call this “Come & See.”
Certainly, Jesus needs disciples who will stay the course. That
training level comes later. Jesus simply welcomed these first five
disciples right where they were on their journey (John, Andrew,
Peter, Thomas and Nathanael and later the “crowds”). No
expectations. No pressure. Highly relational. This is a leisurely time
to get closer to Jesus to see who He really is and where we can find
meaning in life. Jesus simply says, “Come & See.”
In our passage, a mutual friend of Jesus and of Andrew and John
recommended they get to know Jesus. After a day with Jesus,
Andrew’s heart was so stirred that he excitedly told his brother
about Jesus. His brother, Simon (Peter), came. The next day Jesus
invited Philip to follow. Philip, who hailed from the same village as
John, Andrew and Peter, invited his friend Nathanael. Nathanael is
the kind who questions everything yet came when Philip simply
invited him to “come and see.” And the beat goes on today.
Jesus is no longer physically here. Can we still do this today?
Fortunately, one of the original five wrote a biography called
the Gospel of John. Jesus’ best friend describes selected events in
the life of Jesus. Read “as if you are there.” The picture of Jesus’
connected relationship with His Father and how He drew others to
Himself is so attractive. Even those in the 21st century are attracted
to Jesus, when He is rightly seen. Jesus is looking for obedient
followers today like these early followers. Initiate and invite our 21 st
century friends and acquaintances to “Come & See.”
These initial inviters-&-includers created a chain reaction of
movement toward Jesus. And all five later became part of Jesus’
band of Twelve Apostles. It doesn’t matter how people meet Jesus,
just so they do. We may invite our circle of friends into our normal
activities. Or we may perhaps “set the table” for another, like Levi
did by inviting His friends to a “Levi Party” intentionally designed
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to get Jesus’ followers together with acquaintances in a welcoming
environment. Yet ultimately invite them to “come and see” Jesus.
Why did the five come to a stranger?
John the Baptist, the first inviter and includer, was a credible
witness in his sphere of influence. He demonstrated solid character,
even though a bit radical. With his life and words, John the Baptist
pointed consistently to Jesus. Each of us have our spheres of
influence, those people who see our character over time. Are you a
credible witness to them? Jesus is encouraging us to be an inviter&-includer where God has sovereignly placed us, with our
neighbors or work colleagues, with those who enjoy our hobbies or
recreations. I call this a “garden plot” for us to cultivate.
How do we know which around us today are ready?
Begin to use natural connection opportunities. Make space
rather than rushing off. Linger. Be friendly. Care. Four of the five
came through a credible witness. Become a credible witness
yourself. Don’t be deceived that you must first have all the answers.
That’s our enemy’s deceit to debilitate us. As Jesus began to draw
me to Himself when I was twenty-five, I had many questions, and
heard few satisfying answers. Yet I kept coming because something
attracted me to Jesus.
We commit to becoming inviters-&-includers, doing good
among those the Father placed around us (1 Peter 2:12, our unique
“garden plot”). They see our good works and the Father’s heart
shines through. In just the right way they know God visited them
through our good works. Are we willing to shift out of our comfort
zone to intentionally become credible inviters-&-includers?
Jesus, correctly understood, is attractive to those seeking
meaning in their lives. So first get to know Jesus better. Don’t allow
traditions learned from your past religious background distort or
dim His brilliance. Study the Gospels for yourself and let His life
transform your thoughts. Learn from your first-hand study who
Jesus really is. Fall in love with Jesus even more deeply. Then
follow Him with ongoing, sweet surrender, becoming a lifelong life
learner and life-do-er as we respond to our loving Master.
Although the world-system is antagonistic to Jesus, the Father is
drawing people in. Jesus is still attractive to most young adults, even
if the church or the Bible as a whole is not. The Spirit infuses them
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with a desire to experience God-Reality because the basic, Godgiven needs built into their design are still there. The lost world of
people though seeks to fill these legitimate, God-given needs in
illegitimate ways with counterfeits, although perhaps totally
unaware.
The world looks for credible witnesses, honest people, authentic
in the midst of our imperfections and trials. Are you becoming one?
God fashioned us in Genesis 1 and 2 for the purpose of radiating
the knowledge of Him as His credible flesh-&-blood witnesses,
even in the midst of our struggles and failures. Jesus original twelve
disciples were nothing special to write home about. The leaders of
the day would not single out a single one of these common people
for greatness. Except perhaps Judas Iscariot, who ended up
betraying Jesus for some silver coins.
Yet Jesus saw greatness in them, a greatness that comes as they
serve others without expecting a return (Matthew 20:20-28). Serving
without wondering when we “get our own” is an eloquent witness
of a changed life. And this is something within the reach of all of
us…if we choose. Jesus came to redeem and to restore for that same
purpose. The Spirit of God makes us credible witnesses.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”
(Jesus in Acts 1:8, emphasis).
In the Garden of Eden at creation, God fashioned humanity as
His image-bearer for relational intimacy. He designed humanity to
partner with Him as intimate allies. Both identity and authority to
fulfill our God-Assignments as we partner with Him in His grand
adventure (Genesis 1:26-28).
Since Genesis 3, God’s mobile missionary heart has always
longed to reach those unto the ends of the earth. He equipped and
commissioned Israel to partner with Him in His missionary thrust to
be a light to the Gentiles (Isaiah 42:6-14)…and they refused. Even
though God’s call to Israel is clear (Isaiah 67:2, 45:22, 66:19; Psalm
96:3), it was seldom fulfilled (the short book of Jonah for example).
Instead, they fortressed and pronounced judgment on outsiders.
Will we take God’s heart seriously or follow the Israelites?
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Each and every one of God’s people bears His image as our
identity and carries His authority for His God-Assignments. Still,
we need to do this together on compassionate mission (Genesis
1:26-28). Knowing and embracing our identity transforms us from
the inside out. Knowing and exercising our authority transforms
others as it also changes us. Both/And. It’s a tragic life to live only
with intimacy or authority, when both are freely available. We
forfeit meaning in our lives without the radical middle of this
creative tension of both identity and authority.
One evidence of experiencing authentic freedom is a growing
desire to share the Good News with others around you. As trusted
co-rulers together with our Team-of-Three, God sovereignly placed
Adam, and places us today, in our unique “garden plot” for us to
cultivate. The agricultural words in Genesis 1:28 describe how we
exercise our authority (be fruitful, increase, fill, i.e. cultivate).
Compassionate mission happens in everyday, ordinary
moments. As scattered servants, we bring God’s presence to shine
life. We come alive in God’s presence personally as we embrace our
identity and unlock the delegated authority we carry. God gives you
His authority as His “cultural architect” to shape the culture in your
“garden plot,” bringing order out of chaos. Set the temperature in
your cultural environment as a thermostat rather than simply
measuring your environment as a thermometer.
Begin to intentionally ask yourself what the Father is doing in
the lives of those around you, especially you “person of interest.”
This is the Jesus-response, the open secret to His powerful ministry.
“My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too
am working. [The] Son can do nothing by himself; he can
do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever
the Father does the Son also does”
(Jesus in John 5:17+19).
Do you know Jesus personally? Do you like Jesus? Has He
helped you in any way? Do you know anyone who needs to come
into personal relationship with Jesus? Later Jesus invited those who
reflected a God-given desire for more to “Come & Follow Me.”
Their training as disciples began in this nine-month training tier, but
relationship began with “Come & See.”

6. Becoming a New Wineskin
If we read Mark’s account of Jesus’ “Come & Follow Me” 9month training tier (Mark 1:15-3:12), the disciples Jesus called
came out of a religious upbringing. As a whole, their culture
responded with a narrowminded, provincial mindset, prejudicial
against those who were different. They falsely focused on lawkeeping and the “traditions of the elders” to measure God’s favor.
From the get-go, Jesus possessed His Father’s heart to bless the
nations with the light of the Father’s presence. All the world was on
Jesus’ heart because His Father has always been the mobile
missionary God (Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus’ intention focused on
raising up and training followers to be a blessing to the ends of the
world by connecting them with the Father’s heart.
Such a rag-tag group from a background of legalism settled in a
small niche of the world would not be credible witnesses to
Gentiles, especially not to diverse cultures around the world. Yet
His previously rigid followers later walked with such a resilient and
compelling faith that they became world-changers as credible
witnesses of the resurrection life of Jesus to the ends of the world.
How did Jesus work with His early followers to effect such a
radical change from rigid law-keepers to those who walked in the
adaptable and flexible freedom available in the life of Christ?
Jesus began almost three years before He released them into
their global ministry after His resurrection. Jesus called a few to
come and follow Him so He could prepare them “to fish for men,”
to win the lost back to His Father’s heart. Follow Jesus’ early
training tier through the biography by Mark.
I see three great pathways of discipleship. Jesus modeled so He
could take these provincial fishermen and train them to become
world-changers, one person after another. Jesus taps into these
channels and models them for His followers.
• The upward-edged response of worship as He rested in His
Father’s presence (Mark 1:35).
• The inward-edged response of Family or community where
maturity and mutual ministry happened (Mark 1:16-20).
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The outward-edged response of the Kingdom in mission to
restore people to the Father’s heart.
• All this flows into them out of us as individual followers or
disciples as we mature personally and take responsibility to
partner with God to make and to multiply disciples.
Perhaps the diagram may help as a graphic display. In this
training tier, the greatest need Jesus
saw was to jump-start their heart for
the world. He modeled a flexible,
adaptable, fruitful way to connect
with the lost world in any culture at
any time. Jesus’ inner life aligned
with His Father’s. Out of this
compelling walk in His Father’s
presence, Jesus shared the word with
works of compassion and power
when the Father released these (John
5:19). Rapidly read Mark’s description of this training tier in Mark
1:15-3:12 one time focusing on how Jesus impacted people. He
communicated His Father’s heart with words and supported this
with works of compassion and of power, just like He calls us to.
What a powerful, flexible model. Yet if His followers remained
as inflexible old wineskins¸ they could not be credible witnesses.
This would diminish their impact. Where did Jesus begin?
Every disciple has unique arenas that are “minimum” factors
in their current life.
By that I mean, that area of the greatest essential weakness. An
essential weakness like judgmentalism, bitterness, fear, shame,
inflexibility, law-keeping, then colors all our responses and pulls us
down. If the new convert comes from a non-religious background,
their essential weakness probably lies with self-indulgent addictions
(Galatians 5:13-15). This license (“anything goes” mentality) robs
them of appropriate freedom in Christ.
Jesus’ disciples came out of a hyper-religious environment of
following the “traditions of the elders” to develop life. This
essential weakness breeds legalism that stifles freedom in Christ, so
they are less credible as witnesses (Galatians 5:1-2). Jesus sought to
free them from this stiff and rigid belief system during this training
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tier by transforming their hearts. In Scripture, our heart is more than
the Hollywood definition. Our heart includes our affections with its
feelings, our mind with its thoughts and our wills with its choices.
Jesus’ aim was to take these provincial, hyper-religious
fishermen and transform their hearts so they would in turn train up
an army to go and make other disciples to the ends of the world.
These disciples needed this to “mature and to multiply disciples,”
Jesus’ call on all our lives in some way (Matthew 28:18-20). Notice
how this rests prominently in the center of our diagram above.
A “disciple” means one who has learned from another, not just
information, but formation of character. Jesus systematically began
to dismantle their encrusted views of how they followed God. He
sought to remove the inflexibility that stifled their growth so they
would not grow to be “Bonsai Tree” Christians with truncated roots.
Jesus grasped the crucial need for a significant mental-shift in
His disciples from a contractual response of law-keeping into the
relational response into freedom. When challenged regarding
religious traditions (Mark 2:18), Jesus illustrates with the intimacy
of a groom/bride relationship. Our life in Christ is not a contractual
agreement to follow some list or practice. What we do flows out of
the freedom of walking in intimate relationship like a Bride.
Jesus follows this up with two graphic contrasts between the old
(their manmade traditions) and His new way (freedom in
relationship). Freedom only flows out of inward relationship while
the legalism of trusting in manmade practices focuses on the
outward.
The first parable is the futility and fruitlessness of patching old
cloth with new cloth of a different makeup. This not only fails to
repair the old to make it new. It also rips the old material, ruining
both (Mark 2:21). They are incompatible.
Similarly, if we try to pour the “new wine” of Jesus into the old
wineskin of the OT law-keeping and the practices arising over time
from these, the inflexible old wineskin will rupture from the
effervescent life in the new wine, ruining both (Mark 2:22). An old
wineskin is not blendable with the new wine Jesus brings. Anytime
we bring anything old into the new, both are ruined. Law-keeping
and following the practices of others without discernment can never
bring freedom in Christ. Freedom comes from intimate relationship.
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Three times in this initial training tier, Jesus deliberately
violates their manmade, extra-Biblical rules and traditions about the
Sabbath (Sabbath practices, Mark 1:21; 2:23-28; 3:1-6). He must
expose this danger to His followers because He intends to send us to
the ends of the world. Legalism does not mix with Jesus’ message of
freedom. To clarify, Jesus never violated Scripture although those
caught in the legalism of the day falsely accused Him.
Some months later in Mark 7:5-13, Jesus sharply warns the
religious leaders in the hearing of His 1 st century disciples about the
dangers of unexamined religious traditions. The traditions from the
law-keeping of legalism cause them to “let go of,” set aside” and
even “nullify” the word of God! Stop and reflect on how extreme
what Jesus says is. Over time, traditional religious practices from
our upbringing tend to replace values and manmade rules replace a
living relationship and fresh insight into God’s Word.
What does this have to do with us today? Very much!
Have you asked the Father for discernment recently how
credible your life is as a witness of who Jesus really is to those in
your “garden plots, no matter how small or large”? Take inventory.
If you come out of a religious background, this legalism can seep in
unexpectedly. If you have been a Christian for a few years, check to
see what practices you have taken on and cannot personally support
from Scripture. How can you better prepare yourself to become a
more credible witness? Practices handed down from others can be
like a virus, destructive though largely unnoticed. Or spiritual
practices can be a powerful temporary way for us to intentionally
rest in the presence of our Family-of-Three. How flexible are we?
I received a graphic lesson in this some years back. I was in a
movement that considered itself cutting edge (and the leader was!)
The pastor called some young adults up and asked what we practice.
They were spot on in cataloging our values and practices. Then the
pastor asked each one: “Why do you practice these? Support your
beliefs from Scripture.” Not one could. In a cutting-edge movement,
they were practicing the traditions of the elders and for them it set
aside the Word of God in their lives.
If we have settled for less than God intends, we may also need
such a religious-reboot. Ongoing renewal keeps our focus on God’s
presence and provision to walk as flexible, adaptable new wineskins.

7. Cultivating my “Garden Plot”
Where do we discover a Big Story framework large enough to
fuel such a vision for our lives, “not of the world yet sent into the
world”? “Back to the beginning!”
God informs us in seed form where our value and worth come
from. He already existed “in the beginning” prior to creation as a
mutually loving, caring Community-of-Three (Genesis 1:1). This
brings meaning as He calls us to relationship with Himself and also
to partner as intimate allies. LifeChange flows from this awesome
design as image-bearers, not from something we must manufacture.
God always takes the initiative…and what an attractive God He
is! God spoke, and it happened. We simply respond. All that God
made was good and His image-bearers were “very good.” An
expansive creativity is evident in creation. Have you ever wondered
why God created, if He already enjoyed perfect Community?
The Father, Son and Spirit were so delighted with their joysaturated relationship with each other that they decided to “go
public” by creating humanity. God created the human race in His
image to populate the world with beings as much like Jesus as a
created being could be in order to multiply His extravagant love.
Authentic love is always self-giving. Such riches must be passed
along. Begin with God’s heart since this is also our image.
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them.
God blessed them…(Gen 1:27-28a;. also 1:26).
God also calls us into the world. As influencers, our time and
energy and presence is essential to cultivate our assigned “garden
plot” in the world with His presence. What is a “garden plot.”
[And God said] to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in
the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living
creature that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28 +31).
“Subdue” and “rule” may have a somewhat violent or
controlling ring to our ears yet clearly identify Gods people as
called to influence others.
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Some commentators believe the preceding agricultural
metaphors “be fruitful,” “increase,” and “fill” determine how we
are to rule and subdue. Since these words come first, they color
what follows by setting the style and culture of how we influence.
It’s as if God sovereignly places us in the world with our own
“garden plots” of people to cultivate as good farmers.
In the Garden, nothing was yet broken so nothing needed
“subdued” in the conquering sense of the word. Later in Genesis
2:15, God specifically commanded Adam to “care for” his world
around him, demonstrating that work is a part of God’s Eden-intent.
“Care for” or cultivate, better captures the nurturing aspect of how
we “rule” or influence. If this is so, then how does this creationmandate to cultivate the world of people around us so they flourish
affect our vision of our everyday lives to influence?
“[A] better image for you to consider would be the
language of cultivate. The image you should consider is
the image of a gardener….When you cultivate or garden,
you take the created order as it is and rearrange it and
prioritize so it flourishes for the good of people.”1
And how God fashioned all humanity to be His intimate allies is
more than good. It’s “very good.” Nothing better, other than God.
… God saw all that he had made, and it was very good
(Genesis 1:31, emphasis).
From the start, before the Fall in Genesis 3, God initiated to
give Adam His God-Assignment to work. After sin entered the
world, all our God-Assignments became a battlefield as our
archenemy attempts to rob God’s people of our mandate to fulfill
our destiny, with our neighbors and in the workplace.
Your “garden plot” in the world is counting on you to cultivate
it. The very work you do in your workplace is used to transform the
world because you are God’s priests. A priest is a “bridge-builder,”
building bridges from God to mankind and from them to God. God
intends our work-life to play a crucial role in the penetration of the
Kingdom of God into every nook and cranny of His prodigal world.
He brings His presence naturally through His people.
How many hours do you work each week in your job?
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I believe the creation mandate calls us to our unique “garden
plot.” This is the area of the world of people that God has assigned
us. Note this same picture of an influencer in 2 Timothy 2:6. We
cultivate our “garden plot” like a hardworking and patient farmer.
A farmer learns how God designed agriculture to grow best, and the
soil of our “garden plot.” Then a good farmer cooperates with the
forces of nature, rearranging and prioritizing so the crop flourishes.
No gardener or farmer can cause growth; only God gives increase.
The gardener simply removes from the soil barriers to growth
(stumps, rocks, weeds, insects) and adds necessary nutrients with
the proper mix (nitrogen, potash, water, etc.). Seeds grow because
life is in the seed itself. God designed life with a resiliency that
naturally reaches out beyond itself to draw what is necessary for
growth from an environment rich in a wide range of nutrients.
A good gardener goes in with ideas how to cultivate the soil, “I
want to grow tomatoes.” However, no good gardener forces
personal wishes indiscriminately upon the soil. A gardener “listens”
to the garden and cooperates with its uniqueness to prepare this
special soil so seed springs up when planted. After testing the soil,
perhaps tomatoes don’t grow well, but green beans, grapes and
lettuce grow well. We change our wishes from tomatoes and plant
produce that will flourish. In the same way, approach others as
servants, cultivating their lives with what is best for them at this
time to take those next steps on their journey.
Then as life springs up, continue to monitor for needed
nutrients, water and sunlight, but not too much. In this way, the
garden is “ruled” and “subdued” by cultivating relationships for
their highest and best. God’s design sketches out a vision of
vocation fully aligned with His purposes in the world. Work is
integral to our lives and to God’s epic adventure, not incidental.
As soon as we see our work as worship, we are freed to cultivate
and shape the world around us as priests. As God’s “priest,” we
build bridges from people to God and from God to people. This
heart of worship is a conscious, abandoned allegiance to our God.
What would it look like for you to build bridges in your
workplace from your colleagues to God? Personalize it.
I have heard people say it takes ten or fifteen minutes for them
to “get into worship” at the Sunday morning service. Well, let’s
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change. Learn to walk into the service in a spirit of worship,
conscious of God’s presence. Immediately engage. Now bring this
same heart of worship into your work-world each day. When we
live with such a proactive spiritual life, there is no sacred and
secular. Only a wholistic life of wholeheartedly loving and serving
God. When we walk in worship, then every moment in the
workplace can become pregnant with possibilities.
Discover the unique way you can influence our “garden plot”
by bringing the salt and light of His presence because God is
infinitely creative. Work with tip-toe expectancy, patiently
ploughing and cultivating, weeding and seeding our “garden plots”
of people. The only time this gets skewed is when I think work is
about me; my raise, my promotion, my good reviews. Instead, muse:
“I wonder whose life will never be the same again because….”
What could happen if we became inviters-&-includers in the
world, partnering as Kingdom workers with the presence of God?
Imagine what it could look like if you viewed your time at work
as God’s eternal plan to partner with and through you to cultivate
your sovereignly given “garden plot,” no matter how small or large.
Would you throw your hat into the ring? Would you be opened to
be trained and envisioned for your work-world to bring God’s light
and presence with you as an inviter-&includer? Would you risk-take
to be the temple of God as a competent worker without being
religious or judgmental, and with compassion and loving service?
To fulfill this call, however, we must personally step out of our
comfort zone. As agile disciples, experiment and learn how God
wants us to personally impact those around us, even in small ways.
Our Team-of-Three designed us to work this out together with Him
and others. So, lean in close to our wonderful Guides. Each of our
Team-of-Three yearns to walk interactively with you on this
lifelong adventure.
What additional values and skills, attitudes, and responses,
would we need to prepare us for our work-world, whether in the
office or the construction site, as a homemaker or barista?
With this fresh perspective of our time in the workplace, in our
recreational world, how can we integrate our lives and become
better inviters-&-includers everywhere we go?
Bring your list back to the group so we can brainstorm together.

8. Throw a “Levi-Party”
Jesus connected with seven of the Twelve original disciples in
casual conversation in the “Come & See” training tier in John 1:3551. A couple months later, the Gospels tell us that at least four of
these seven joined Jesus after His “come & follow Me” invitation.
During that time, we have no record of them sharing the Good
News, only observing how Jesus did and probably connecting with
people conversationally in the growing crowds.
Shortly after, Jesus walked by the booth of Levi (also called
Matthew). He had the local IRS tax franchise, and kept any excess
tax he could gather. It was a license to steal and made him wealthy
…and hated by Jews on the same level as prostitutes.
Jesus challenged Levi very simply at the point of his counterfeit
identity. “Follow Me.” Before all else, commit to Me relationally.
Levi immediately got up, left all and followed Jesus… a
commitment with a high financial cost (Mark 2:14). And also a
fabulous spiritual return on investment. Levi was so excited in His
new-found life in Christ that he threw a dinner party for all his old
cronies, inviting Jesus and His disciples (note the team ministry).
While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax
collectors and “sinners” were eating with him and his
disciples, for there were many who followed him
(Mark 2:15).
What a natural way for Levi to introduce his large oikos
following of acquaintances to Jesus. He simply invited his sphere of
connection to dinner, including them with his new friends. Levi had
caught the inviting, welcoming heart of the Father. It also provided
a great environment for the give and take of questions and answers
in a non-threatening environment (like they did in Mark 2:16-22).
“I have a good Friend I enjoy hanging out with. He has such a
welcoming presence and enjoys relational parties. Will you join us
for dinner at my house on Wednesday night because of our
relationship?”
Joy over one person coming to Christ extends all the way into
heaven. In Luke 15:1-2, the Pharisees again challenged Jesus about
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the marginalized company he kept because they did not know His
Father’s heart. Jesus told a parable in three parts to demonstrate
what His Father is like, that is, full of unswerving blessing, openarmed welcome, and deep joy in restored relationship.
Do you notice a pattern in the attitude in heaven over even one
lost person returning home in the threefold parable in Luke 15?
“…there is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do
not need to repent” (Luke 15:7, emphasis).
“…there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10, emphasis).
“ Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So
they began to celebrate” (Luke 15:23, emphasis).
Multiplied thousands of Christians today have no vital
connection with Jesus’ local body, the church. I wonder if it’s
partially because of our highly individualized approach to
evangelizing. “Repent as an individual sinner and place personal
faith in Jesus.” This is certainly not wrong…just incomplete. This
approach necessitates a “second” conversion, this time into
community. Justification by faith has both an individual component
and a community component. We are together on mission.
What would happen if we encouraged those we led to Christ to
throw a “Levi Party” (Mark 2:15-17) for their friends, family and
acquaintances? Perhaps during the party, we could introduce those
who were open to one of the stories of Jesus, like Jesus as the light
of the world. Imagine! What could this do for the life-journey of the
new Christian, to begin by publicly identifying with Jesus? What
could it do for his/her freedom? And also for the friends?
When a person first comes to Christ, they normally have a wider
range of friends without faith in Christ. The Bible uses the word
oikos to describe the network of our extended family and friends.
One way to express this newfound joy in Christ is to throw a party
for your friends and also invite your new friends from your local
church. Make it highly relational around food and fun and see what
happens. No matter how long we have been a Christian, we can
make such a mix happen.
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I mentioned in a “Levi party” the mixture between unsaved
friends and our new friends from our local church. As the Body of
Christ relates in love and unity, this provides an eloquent
demonstration of the Reality that Jesus is alive, sees and cares. It’s
tough to refute. This togetherness is the clearest demonstration of
the Reality of belongingness or connectedness…one of the deepest
needs in people.
When the time came, God did not simply send angels. The
Father sent His own Son, Jesus. God came personally to live among
His lost world and to pursue them through His people. The Father
sent us Jesus and now sends us in the same way He sent Jesus (John
17:18; 20:21). According to God’s unchanging Eden-intent, the
Community-God draws the lost back “home” to the Father, Son and
Spirit. Wherever Jesus goes, He brings the Father and Spirit with
Him. Wherever we go, we carry this same “sentness.” Carefully
consider what Jesus prayed to His Father.
“I pray…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you
are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have sent me… that
they may be one as we are one. I in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world
know that you sent me and have loved them, even as
you have loved me.” (John 17:20-23, emphasis).
The clearest testimony of the Reality of Jesus, the most
irrefutable evidence, is the functioning oneness expressed through
your local faith-community. Again, from start to finish in his Gospel
from his perspective sixty years after Jesus’ death, John emphasizes
relational Christianity. We are together on mission.
Since “the way in is also the way on,” are we evangelizing in a
way to build new believers up in discipleship in community unity?
Disciples, learners in community, followers of Jesus, were on Jesus’
heart. We must break free from our very individualistic stereotypes
of sharing the Gospel. Tap into this power of community koinonia
for evangelism, like in Jesus’ final prayer in John 17:20-23.
Since the Father is always at work, ongoing compassion for the
lost is a mark of a committed disciple. Invite them to join. Since
community is a strong felt-need in our society today, small groups
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in the workplace that are open to invite others are good vehicles,
targeting felt needs. Become intentionally relational by choosing to
invite and include others as a credible witness.
Jesus uses the metaphors of fishing and farming. Both require
an initial plan or approach. A good farmer and fisherman patiently
works within the process, yet with flexible, adaptable, agile
responses arising from unique circumstances. How comfortable do
you feel to approach a person at work as an inviter-&-includer when
you feel that Holy Spirit nudge?
Like Jesus, dial up our awareness that the Father is always
working. Imitate Jesus as He chose to partner with Him, asking for
discernment along the way of life (Acts 10:38; John 5:17+19).
“What are you doing in this person’s life now, Father?” Simply
brilliant! This is not only the best approach to the person, but also
teaches us how to stay in touch with the Father’s heart. Expect such
creative tensions. We need these to stay alive, even if they make
some of us uncomfortable. Here are some thoughts to help us
develop as more credible witnesses. Yet begin where you are now!
• Our intended end is to make them like us as we follow Jesus,
though our chosen means is to make ourselves like them to
dismantle any non-essential barriers to our Christian walk.
• It’s been said, “People don’t care about what we know until
they know we care.”
• If we want our “garden plot” to become like us in our
Christian desires to follow Jesus with passion, then we need
to become one with them by showing Jesus’ compassion.
• Jesus was inclusive as He reached out to all to include them
into His exclusive Family that is available only as each make
a determined decision.
Are we inclusive in our workplace and neighborhood? Do we
show compassion to those in need? Do others know we care? Are
we dismantling “old wineskin” responses that build artificial
barriers? For today, it’s OK wherever you are. Our Team-of-Three
plus friends in your local faith-community can come around you and
take you from where you are to where you would like to be.
Do we know the Father’s welcoming heart? What part are you
willing to pay so heaven experiences joy?

9. God-Given Audience: The Workplace
How do you approach a person at work? Or approach a stranger
when you feel that subtle, gentle Holy Spirit nudge to engage them
conversationally?
God transmits His love most effectively through relationships,
especially through those already-existing relationships that together
form our personal social webs. Is such evangelism possible in our
fragmented Western society in the 21st century? My answer is, “Yes,
it is.” Even essential.
More crucial: What is your answer? Do your actions align?
Begin to look at your life differently. For instance, every
workplace is a place of God’s presence…when you are there.
You’re not simply employed by your boss but assigned by the King
of kings to God-Assignments in your “garden plot.” Learn to lean
into His divine whispers and gentle promptings so you can see what
the Father is doing in your workplace. Then join what He is doing
(John 5:17-19).
I wish I had such a clear perspective for all my Christian life. As
I approached retirement, I still had energy and wanted to influence
others even more in their spiritual life. As part of exploring what to
retire “unto” at a mission conference, a speaker said:
“20% of the people do 80% of the work in the church.”
I had heard this statement often before, followed by a passionate
appeal for more volunteers in the church. In a mission coreference, I
was surprised by the Spirit with business world with what followed!
“I think that’s about right, that only 20% of the people do
80% of the work in the church because the other 80% are
actively responding to God’s call to the work-world.”
The speaker had hooked me!
When I got home, I listened to his series of sermons on the
workplace. For me, this quote expanded what I had previously
glimpsed in God’s heart from His Word, like a flower fulfills the
seed. Like a fresh breeze, this began to recapture portions of God’s
purpose for my everyday life the next years in the business world.
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How many hours do you work each week in your job?
Many spend 50%-80% of our waking hours during our work
week in work related activities. Many Christians find work
mundane, simply waiting for “Thank God it’s Friday.” Jesus
recognized no such “secular/sacred” dichotomy in His life. When
we confess “Jesus is Lord of my life,” that means that my 24/7 life
is His to “spend” as He wants…including our workplace. Read
Paul’s helpful words from Petersen’s mini-commentary.
Servants, respectfully obey your earthly masters but
always with an eye to obeying the real master, Christ.
Don’t just do what you have to do to get by, but work
heartily, as Christ’s servants doing what God wants you to
do. And work with a smile on your face, always keeping in
mind that no matter who happens to be giving the orders,
you’re really serving God. Good work will get you good
pay from the Master, regardless of whether you are slave
or free (Ephesians 6:5-8, The Message; compare also
Colossians 3:22-25).
Jot down all the specifics you see here directly or implied.
How does your normal workday match up to this?
The possibilities to change lie within the reach of all. Paul
selects the lowliest occupation of his time to illustrate our attitudes
and responses in our work-world…slaves with no rights. Your job
may be tough. How does it compare with that of a 1st century slave?
Paul calls these slaves…and us today…to obey and serve our
earthly masters in the same way we obey our Lord Jesus. Live to an
audience of Three-in-One in our workplace. Our God-Assignment is
to wholeheartedly embrace our jobs with competence and
enthusiasm, even when no one is watching.
Why?
Because we are serving our Lord Jesus Christ, just as much as
we do when we sit in a worship service Sunday morning. We join
Jesus in the world on His epic adventure to win the hearts of His
prodigal world of people back to His Father. Who else has such
close proximity both to those with whom you work and with Life
Himself? This revolutionary 1st century perspective reorients us to
draw life today from our eternal inheritance and freely give it away.
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Such a view sets us apart to make a difference in the circle of the
world we touch, our “garden plot.”
What we may have previously viewed as “meaningless” is now
striped with meaning because we know God. The Father, Son, and
Spirit are present everywhere we go as our collaborative
Teammates. We are the temple of the Living God and carry the
dawning light of God into our work-world (Matthew 4:16).
Because God became permanently incarnate in the human race
in Jesus of Nazareth, our Team-of-Three calls us to an incarnational
ministry of compassionate mission. Many Christians strive to find a
job that brings them meaning. This is not wrong…just not primary.
When we view our workplace as our place to worship and impact
others for Christ, this infuses workhours with eternal significance.
It’s great to find meaning in our job and the corporate mission
statement. Regardless, we still bring meaning to our job through our
work because we bring Jesus there. We choose to fill every moment
with meaning because God is “with us,” even in the mundane. Do
you see how revolutionary this mindset is? What we may have
previously viewed as “meaningless” is now striped with meaning
because we bring Jesus with us.
When we walk into work, do our jobs with the same high
commitment to excellence and creativity that an owner normally
has. Take responsibility for our job, as if we own it. Infuse our time
and effort in our work-world with meaning, enthusiasm, and life.
Do you think of your work this way, whether your job is
meaningful in itself or not?
Work is not what we do until we arrive at “thank God it’s
Friday” so we can then do Christian stuff. If so, we probably drift in
our jobs into some numbed out existence missing His opportunities.
Such responses undermine our credible witness as “living letters.”
Besides, our Family-of-Three longs to deepen relationship with
us as we continue on this epic adventure with Him. He wants us to
experience this personally. Our incredibly creative God has a unique
call on your life. He invites you into His crusade at the point that
will release the most meaning and fruit for you.
When we work like this, workmates will ask why we work so
hard with a great attitude and don’t gripe (1 Peter 3:15). Be ready to
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give them an answer. “I’m a follower of Jesus. He is alive and
works with me at me job because He cares.” But in your words.
Jesus sends us in the footsteps of Jesus as servant-warriors,
recovering territory for His Kingdom. We are “not of the world but
sent as His army into the world” (John 17:16-18). We have a
different source of life since we are our Father’s beloved children
and servant/warriors. Yet our Team-of-Three also has GodAssignments for us each day as He sends us into the world as salt
and light and accompanies us as partners.
Cultivate this spirit of “sentness” (John 17:18, 20:21). Then we
progressively become the kind of person who routinely walks more
like Jesus and practices the words and works of the Kingdom with a
rhythm and routine that releases increase. God’s original Edenmandate has never been rescinded. Work is divinely created, part of
our pre-Fall world (Genesis 2:15).
God uniquely fashioned in us a need for both intimate
belonging (“image and likeness”) and for purpose as trusted corulers (“be fruitful, increase, rule”). God engraved His dreams for
us into the core of our being (Ephesians 2:10; Psalm 139:16). Know
our identity and authority and give it away as stewards. Rightly
seen, Jesus is altogether attractive so confidently carry Jesus’
authority into daily life with no shame about His Name. Tell others:
“Jesus is alive. He sees and cares about you.”
Compassionate mission happens in everyday, ordinary moments
because we are together on mission. As scattered servants, we bring
God’s presence to immerse them in life. We come alive in His
presence as we embrace our identity and unlock the delegated
authority we carry. God gives you this authority as His “cultural
architect” to shape culture in your “garden plot,” bringing order out
of chaos. Set the temperature as a thermostat rather than simply
measuring your environment as a thermometer.
Such a “philosophy of life” demands a large framework to
fulfill this expansive call to partner on God’s epic adventure.
Genesis 1 and 2 and the incarnate life of Jesus give us such a large
and accurate theological grid for God’s call into the world and the
marketplace.
Finish “Telling MY Story” in group. What is your strategy to
seek more opportunities to share Jesus?

10. “Who Is my Neighbor?”
The question above is easy for us to answer today. Yet we may
miss crucial nuances Jesus communicated to His 1st century
audience. Let’s look at some 1st century background to better
understand Jesus’ fuller view of who our neighbor is.
In Luke 10:25-37, an expert of the law comes to Jesus to trip
Him up. “How can I inherit eternal life?” Of course, eternal life is
not earned, deserved or inherited, but only received as a gift through
faith. Jesus does not take the bait and asks a counter question (v 26).
The expert’s answer is spot on, probably echoing what he had
heard Jesus previously teach. “Love God” and “Love your neighbor
as yourself.” One time in the OT, the second part is given (Lev.
19:18). As far as we know in history, Jesus is the first to put these
two thoughts together as an ethic. The Jews however interpreted
“neighbor” as “fellow Jews only,” excluding all non-Jews as
outside the scope of this command. Jesus quote below reveals both
the exclusive hearts of the 1st century Jews and Jesus’ inclusivity.
“[You say] ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
But I tell you, love your enemies [so] that you may be
children of your Father in heaven”
(Jesus in Matthew 5:43-45, emphasis).
Jesus affirms that the expert is spot-on theologically. And then
confronts his heart when he tells him to “do” this. Put this into
practice and you will live (28). The kicker is that this is impossible
to do separate from Jesus. The expert tried to justify his actions. The
question behind the question is: “Tell be exactly whom I’m expected
to love so I can secure me some eternal life. Draw the parameters
for the minimum requirement.” He wanted Jesus to limit the scope
of a “neighbor” to only Jews.
Again, Jesus neatly sidesteps the trap and recites the wellknown parable of the Good Samaritan. Now, Samaritans were hated
by the Jews as half-breeds, the lowest of the Gentiles. The parable
has two Jewish religious pros as the boobs (priest and Levite) and
the hated Samaritan as the hero (10:30-35). Their prejudices were so
deeply engrained that Jesus’ teaching scandalized any “good” Jew.
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Jesus completely turns this “neighbor-love” around on the
expert. “Love does not limit who your neighbor is. Love asks: ‘To
whom can I be a neighbor?’” Jesus widens the scope of neighbor.
Your neighbor is whoever is in your sphere of influence, like your
oikos or “garden plot” discussed earlier. Wherever we regularly do
life, these people in relational proximity are our neighbors, our Godgiven “garden plot” to cultivate, whether work or recreation.
From this point forward, no one would have the latitude to limit
the definition of neighbor to people like themselves and still claim
they were following Jesus. Jesus throws out all prejudice and
discrimination on any grounds. Neighbor-love has no religious,
geographic or ethnic limits. This reflects God’s heart of “God so
loved the world that He gave….” Neighbor-love as a follower of
Jesus calls us to love and serve the highest and best of those in our
proximity.
Talk about a call on our lives that stretches us beyond our
natural abilities! No wonder Jesus gives this two-fold GodAssignment to anyone who calls themselves a follower of Jesus.
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of it…. As
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world (Jesus in John 17:16+18, emphasis).
We are not “of the world.” We have a different source of life
and meaning and perspective from the world. Our source of life is
our Family-of-Three. Note John 17:17+19, “sanctify,” or set apart,
the necessary prerequisite for living out such neighbor-love. Yet we
are also sent “into the world” just like the Father sent Jesus. “Not of
the world yet sent into the world” is a creative tension that draws
our lives upward for wisdom, strength, and perspective.
How can we walk this out? How can we develop the inward
character needed to be such people coupled with the authority to
live out neighbor-love with those in our “garden plots” or “oikos”?
In His Sermon on the Mount, a brilliant sermon showing His
people how to live together out of His freedom, Jesus gives us two
common pictures of the day as part of our identity. Salt and light
sketch out how we organically and naturally influence the world of
people around us. Who we are determines what we do.
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“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again?”
(Matthew 5:13, emphasis).
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put
it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:13, emphasis).
For maximum impact both salt and light need to be pure and in
close proximity with what they influence to fulfill their God-given
mission. Salt in a saltshaker and light under a cover have no impact,
no matter how pure they are. If salt or light hide, they lose meaning.
Salt must get out of the saltshaker. Light must be uncovered.
SALT – radical identification: Salt must come in direct contact
to be effective. Salt in the shaker may be ornate but has no
influence. As salt, we are radically identified with our secular
society in order to preserve and flavor, even while maintaining our
distinctiveness as salty salt. We are salt to heal wounds of those
around us. We are salt in order to preserve from decay and to bring
out the flavor of those around us. We are “sent into the world,” our
mission field, our “garden plot” in the world to relate life-on-life to
cultivate our neighbors (those in proximity, whether at home, work
or recreation).
LIGHT – radical differentiation: As light, we are radically
differentiated in order to dispel darkness (“not of the world”). We
are different at the core of our being so credible witnesses, yet still
in contact to dispel darkness. My “garden plot” of the world to
which God sends me may be completely blind to His Light.
However, they will still feel His warmth as I walk as a “presence
person,” even if they cannot explain it. Display your light brightly
to shine on those around you through your “good deeds” that dispel
darkness.
Salt points to radical identification with what needs preserved.
Light points to radical differentiation with what is displaced. Learn
to live powerfully in a world that is out of sync with God.
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Wherever we live our life in the world, the people in relational
proximity are our neighbors, our God-given “garden plot” to
cultivate. These include those living in our geographical
neighborhood, as well as those with whom we work or have regular
contact. Be intentionally present to them. This is His God-bathed
world so wherever we are, we are His temple and also God is
already present. Casually chat with “L-shaped” listening, both to
the person and to the Spirit, inwardly asking, “What is the Father
doing?” Your lost neighbor is essential to your spiritual vitality as
much as you are essential to his/her introduction to Jesus.
As salt and light, God sends us out as community to become a
people who are “mission points.” We scatter to our daily
occupations and recreation with the vocation and assignments to
shape our little world with His presence. God places us where we
are for His purpose. Our Team-of-Three is counting on you as His
co-worker to bring this world hope in this life and beyond.
Any group without vision for reaching out will become a Dead
Sea, ultimately choking off life and substituting structure and forms.
Recognize that Jesus is a man for others. The first word God speaks
to our hearts is: “Forgiven and restored.” The second is “Go
therefore” into the highways and byways of our ever day lives to
see what the Father is doing. Our lives are characterized by a sense
of “sentness.” Wherever we go, God wears us on His mission.
How do we shift to this view of life?
It’s a process. It takes time and effort. First, read the Gospels
and imitate how Jesus related to the lost (the woman at the well in
John 4 is a good place to begin). Keep our eyes open for Godopportunities in a “naturally supernatural” way. Ask “what’s the
Father doing,” without judgment and with generous good works.
Routinely slow down long enough to be thoughtful about our
lives with “one foot raised” in readiness to respond. Do good works
toward others so they are aware of God’s visitation through you (1
Peter 2:12). We are living letters, making God visible to others.
Listen, not just to what they say, but also to their heart. Risk to see
opportunities to turn a conversation toward spiritual nuggets.
Be intentionally present with them since the Father is actively
working (John 5:17+19). God is already present at this place in this
time in His God-bathed world. Do we have eyes to see?

11. Good News! God’s Story for the Ages
Many feel they live unfulfilled, disconnected lives in an unsafe
world. Every society seeks answers to this colossal struggle between
good/evil. Like a drama with seven acts, Jesus came and brought a
new kind of life to fulfill God’s original design and intent. This
astounding life-to-death-to-life drama is simple enough to diagram
on an envelope, yet powerful enough to restore each of us to
intimacy with God forever. Get familiar with this without somehow
feeling a weight to “master” this now. “Layer” learning is the ideal.
1st ACT: PRIOR: The relational Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit,
is the eternal Creator and King of all, both in the
heavens and on earth. He has always existed
before time as a Community-of-Three. What God
creates reflects who He is. God is relational at
His core, good (6 times in the creation account),
great (God spoke; it happened), and generous in His bounty (vast
variety in creation).
2nd ACT: CREATION: This generous, loving God initiated to
create the universe. This world is the theater of His
glory. He created His world “good” to fill with
Himself (six times). Then the Creator placed His
crown-jewel at the center, created man and woman
“very good.” God fashioned His image-bearers as
much like Him as created, finite beings could be.
Why? To receive and give away His life and love as co-regents
with Him over His world. God created humanity for (1) relationship
(image/likeness), (2) purpose (cultivating our unique world of
people to release life), and (3) with a culture of cooperative
mutuality, to be blessed and to bless others. How much does this
“original goodness” seem like the world today? What happened?
3rd ACT: FALL: Part of God’s creation rebelled against their
King and Creator, choosing to go rogue. A third of
the angelic beings followed their leader, Satan, in
his rebellious coup against God. Sin seeks to pull
others down, so God’s archenemy deceived the
crown-jewel of God’s creation at the point of God’s
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simple test of love and obedience (Genesis 2:16-17). All humanity
joined Satan’s rebellion. They chose sin and rebellion, walked away
from relationship with God, and pulled down all of creation with
them since God had delegated rule to humanity.
This choice to join Satan’s coupe fractured who we are as
image-bearers, separated us from God’s life, removed our “original
goodness,” and made us less human than God designed. Satan then
usurped humanity’s forfeited rulership over the earth and has
brought evil and pain and death into the world ever since (Eph 2:2).
4th ACT: TESTING: God immediately launched a rescue and
restoration operation. Humanity is now born in Adam’s
likeness and image (Genesis 5:3), a distortion of God’s
original intent. From Genesis 4 until the coming of
Jesus, God initiates to demonstrate His faithfulness
despite the unfaithfulness of His people.
Read the repeated cycle of humanity in the Old Testament (OT)
as they fail every test. Even though God blesses His people as a dear
child and calls them to be His light to the world, their eyes
wandered, turning to their own ways and to idols. When the weight
of their fractured lives became too heavy, they cried out to God.
God then faithfully and patiently intervened…until His people
turned away again. Humanity repeatedly proves it cannot lead a
satisfying life on his/her own separate from God. From Genesis 3
on, all of history points forward toward the coming of Jesus.
5th ACT: RESTORATION: Because of God’s compassionate
heart, King Jesus invaded His world to pay the
greatest price imaginable to redeem and restore
humanity. Only the Creator could stand in the place
of His creation as substitute to pay the price of
humanity’s rebellion. This provides the unique way
back to the Father’s heart to fulfill His original Eden-intent…for
everyone who bows our knee to Jesus’ authority over our lives.
Jesus came from heaven, lived and died, and was raised by the
Father’s love and power to make relationship with God accessible
for all. Through these acts of full abandonment to the Father, Jesus
defeated Satan and made His eternal life and authority available to
all by faith. Only you can now keep you from God. As we give our
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full allegiance to our Creator and King, He breaks the chains that
bound, restoring us to the Father’s love.
6th ACT: INTIMATE ALLIES: Through His life and death,
resurrection and ascension, Jesus birthed the church by the Spirit to
be disciples who make disciples. We now live in
the gap between Jesus’ smashing victory and its
consummation. Jesus now calls each of us to merge
our small stories into His one Big-Story by
responding to Jesus with: “I give you my full
allegiance, my King!” At the instant of faith (faith = resting our
lives completely on Jesus), we receive His life in full, authentic life
with His delegated authority to partner with our Team-of-Three,
like in Genesis 1. We “grasp hands” as full partners in life.
At the instant of faith, God restores His original design and
purpose for His crown-jewel, restoring spirituality…plus more! God
invites His people into the intimate relationship of our Family-ofThree, Father, Son and Spirit. Never becoming lit’l gods, what a
horror to think if we know God. Yet so close, so intimate, that He is
in us and we are in Him. We are finally free to enjoy what God
fashioned us for, to be together on mission. We have unbroken
intimacy with Him and partner with God as intimate allies in His
adventure to restore men and women to His Father’s heart.
Jesus calls the rescued to then become the rescuers.Now God
has placed all His people in strategic places to actively invite those
in our sphere of influence to join Jesus in this epic adventure.
Together we are a multi-generational, multi-racial Family sent as
His Kingdom army to restore the world of people to Him. A battle
has no bleachers. As we live all-in to follow Jesus, we become more
like Jesus in both our being and our doing out of our restored image.
God’s call is to something greater than ourselves, something worth
investing our entire lives into.
7th ACT: CONSUMATION: We eagerly await the great Day
of the LORD when Jesus returns again, triumphant in His great
power and glory. At that time, He will bring completion to all He
began in the Garden…PLUS! On this Day of the Lord, God will
reward His people and punish those who choose to rebel.
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This 7th Act, His Second Coming in great power and brilliance,
will restore the full Reality of His creation-intent since Jesus’
smashing victory over God’s archenemy was full and final. Satan is
defeated, but not yet destroyed, the “already, but not yet” of
God’s relationship with us.
Commission: Until Jesus returns again, God’s people stand in
His authority at the intersection in this 6th Act of the
clash between the Kingdom of God and the
dominion of Satan. We partner hand-in-hand
together with Jesus in this attack/counterattack
warfare as we carry His delegated authority (see
Jesus in Mark 1:38-39). Is your vision of life large enough?
Please don’t try to memorize this, although take time to make it
familiar. Freely give ourselves in the sweet surrender of
wholehearted allegiance to Jesus in His epic adventure to claim
what is rightfully His. Give our strength to help others experience
the joy-saturated life and love of the Father, Son and Spirit.
Jesus approached people where His life and provision would be
most accessible for the individual. Engage our culture so they
cannot “casually walk away” from the life of Jesus in you. Jesus
touched the raw edges of lives, and often “got into trouble” and had
awkward moments. No matter! Jesus, the “Word,” came to have an
impact and He willingly risked so His walk impacted others. Learn
to become “inviters-&-includers.”
So, stop playing safe and decide to risk-take: “I will suit up for
battle with Jesus as His servant/warrior in God’s Kingdom for the
sake of our Father and His world. I will take up the weapons God
provides to restore His creation to its rightful King.”
Find natural ways to bring Jesus into your conversations. The
Father is always working (John 5:17) so ask what the Father is
doing in this conversation. Continue if there is openness. Give space
if you sense no openness. We don’t make things happen. Our Teamof-Three is in charge and we simply join them in partnership.
God has no greater call than to give you all!

12. “By All Legitimate Means” Today
What are some legitimate means to connect with those without
Jesus in our culture today as we share the one message?
Every generation of Christians must discover an answer to this
question for their culture and our unique “garden plots.” Last
generation’s answer doesn’t work. Our faith began with the death
and the resurrection of Jesus and continues with it. The message is
unchanging, even if our audience sneers or thinks it’s foolish.
Our Christian faith was birthed by a compound event, the life
and death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. The NT documents
faithfully testify to this event and its life-implications. However, is
your method of sharing Jesus as the crucified and resurrected Savior
designed for the people you relate with in your “garden plot”? Or
do we make it unnecessarily difficult because of past traditions?
It’s no secret that the religious landscape in America has shifted
in the past fifty years. Sociologists call our current US culture a
post-Christian culture. The majority has been exposed to
Christianity in the past, but now they opt for a different source of
life. Their worldview, or mental map, regarding where to find life
and meaning and satisfaction has changed.
“The de-churched exited church because they found the
version of Christianity they grew up with unconvincing,
uninspiring and, ultimately, un—as in not believable.”1
In the 1950’s - 1970’s, Billy Graham won hundreds of
thousands to a saving faith in Jesus Christ. His staple in all his
messages was to hold up the Bible and trumpet, “God’s Word
says….” His audience had a high belief in the authority of Scripture,
so the Bible was a credible witness then. This could subtly convey
to those today that our new life is rooted primarily in the Bible, and
not in a person, Jesus Christ revealed in Scripture, and in an event,
His death and resurrection.
Our faith results in a living relationship with the resurrected
Jesus Christ as our Lord so let’s not complicate what our Team-ofThree has made simple (2 Corinthians 11:3). Perhaps our culture
today may closely parallel Paul’s experience as he moved from a
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Jewish audience with their high view of OT Scripture to a pagan
audience where the OT Scripture was not a credible witness.
God’s Word is just as much our authority today…for followers
of Jesus. What I’m exploring does not undermine the inspiration of
Scripture or its indispensable role in growing disciples of Jesus. The
NT is our authority in all matters of faith and life.
However, I’m asking: “Is the Bible a credible witness today for
those with whom you share the Good News?”
We must boldly ask this question if we will follow Jesus and
Peter and Philip and Paul and Barnabas in their strategy. Share the
unchanging message of Jesus and His death/resurrection, fruitfully
like they did with flexible and adaptable methods or means like new
wineskins (1 Corinthians 1:18-25+2:2).
The world hated Jesus in His day and still wants to follow Adam
more than Jesus. The polls indicate today though that the majority of
post-Christian millennials today have low to no tolerance for faithbased answers to what they perceive as fact-based questions. The
Bible is not their authority, just like if a Muslim Imam shared their
faith with a Christian based on the authority of the Quran.
Clearly, Jesus and Paul were not married to any one approach.
They were married to their mission and to its unchanging message
of Jesus’ death/resurrection, and to a strategy to make disciples “by
all legitimate means.” Paul willingly connected through whatever
means opened up the hearts of his unique audience as a credible
witness. “Become all things to win as many as possible, without
compromising our message or our walk with Jesus.”
Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible….
To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have
become all things to all people so that by all possible
means I might save some (1 Corinthians 9:19+22).
How about our creativity today with effective means to make
disciples? Not converts, but disciples, followers and learners of
Jesus. That’s Jesus’ plan (Matthew 28:18-20).
As followers of Jesus, we may not need to change what we
believe, although we may need to change the way we talk about
what we believe. And when the world criticizes what is in the Bible,
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the OT is normally the target. Nowhere are we instructed to defend
the morality of every event chronicled in the OT. We do not need
archeological finds to prove our faith. Apologetics is understandable
for Christians because we already view life through faith. And if
apologetics convinced a person’s mind without penetrating their
heart, they would be worse off than before. The Gospel is
“foolishness” to those without Christ (1 Corinthians 1:18). Don’t
feel obligated to give answer their criticism of the Bible. It’s
probably not their authority and our new life is based on Christ.
“Good question. I wonder the same thing. However, my faith is
based in Jesus, not that. He’s alive. We communicate daily and
grow in our relationship as He continues to change me. I wouldn’t
trade a moment of my life with Jesus for all the time before.”
Personally, with most people I would be careful with “The Bible
says…” as my method. When I was manager of a team of twenty
and a person came to me with a problem, I would ask them if they
would be open to hear my suggestion “from my philosophy of life.”
Everyone has one of those! If yes, I would tell them I’m a follower
of Jesus and share advice from my-life experience. Without quoting
the Bible. With the Athenian philosophers, Paul never quoted the
Bible. Instead, he described creation from a Biblical perspective and
quoted one a line from their poets that aligned with Scriptural truth.
I managed and led and trained a department of twenty from my
“philosophy of life.” Most everything I did in team-building and in
helping them towards professional and personal growth remained
the same as I would disciple a Christian. My “philosophy of life”
aligned with NT teaching, best I knew at the time. However, I did
not quote Scripture. You choose your approach.
Peter tells us to be ready to answer anyone who asks about the
hope in us (1 Peter 3:15). “How can you respond with patience
when that person treats you so badly?”
This only happens as our life aligns with how Jesus related with
His Father and interacted with people. Then remain flexible with
how you approach them. This approach seems to me to be less
complicated and altogether more demanding because it forces us to
grow our living faith, and not rely on formulas. This style demands
our ongoing, lifelong, persistent growth in Christlikeness. I suspect
that’s why Paul wrote the following to his friend, Philemon.
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I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that
you will have a full understanding of every good thing we
have in Christ (Philemon 6, original NIV, emphasis).
The possibilities to accelerate our personal spiritual growth are
extraordinary as we begin to actively pay attention to what the
Father is doing with those in our “garden plot.”
“So, Jim, does this mean that I never use the Bible today in
sharing Jesus with others?”
Of course not! Know your audience. If they come from a
Christian background where the Bible is their credible witness,
certainly. I’m simply saying there seems to be fewer and fewer of
these people around today. The discernment question is: “Father,
what is a credible witness for this person?”
Are you getting a feel for how flexible and adaptable this
strategy was for the 1st century church and could be for us today?
Again, many who study this stuff are saying that post-Christians
and even non-Christians still tend to have a favorable view of Jesus.
This is something 1st century believers did not have going for them.
Christianity begins and continues on with Jesus as central. So, the
narratives surrounding the life of Jesus are crucial, especially
reading through the Gospel of John with them when they are open.
How does Jesus’ 1st century model of walk/word/works fit with a
more flexible means or method?
Perfectly! The larger picture is that Jesus walked with the Father
consistently, and shared His word with people where they were,
mostly in a conversational way. As Jesus discerned what the Father
was doing, He did works of compassion and/or power (like healing,
casting out demons, words of insight) as needed. No fixed formula
but more a way of life, like Peter and Paul also imitated. This
flexible style fruitfully works in any culture with any people.
Every generation of followers of Jesus must be prepared with a
verbal explanation of Jesus to their generation of why they follow
Jesus. Our walk must underscore, rather than undermine, our words.
The “Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” and the “us’ Jesus
dwelt among documented it for the rest of us.
“Jesus is alive. I talk to Him and He cares about you.” Those
who have been freed in Christ join His adventure to free captives.

13. Myth Busters
Reengage with the myths we gathered in an earlier chapter.
Let’s take some time to explore them and gather what answers we
have discovered together.
Myth One: “I fear rejection from the lost.” So do I! And I
believe there could be a healthy element to this fear, in one sense. It
causes me to press into the Father, Son and Spirit for help, rather
than trusting in my limited skills. Yes, my love wanes easily and
dries up quickly, getting sidetracked into self-serving interests. Yet
His perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:18). This Divine Team-ofThree, however, has loved each other with a deep mutual friendship
from eternity past. My Senior Partners and I united together have
enough love and otherly-ness to love others deeply for all eternity.
When our Family-of-Three takes up residence within us, we finally
become free to think of others, rather than ourselves. We have value
and worth that stands up to attack. Jesus meets our deepest, Godgiven needs through His eternal life, relational life shared with His
Father and the Spirit (John 17:3). Now we have a living Model for
authentic life as God always intended.
Myth Two: “I don’t have a gift of evangelism.” I don’t either!
Jesus calls us “witnesses” because the Spirit empowers, not based on
our gifting (Acts 1:8). Some are gifted in evangelism and will do it
better. Yet we still engage with all we are, adding our small or large
bit. A baker does not consider a small ingredient in a recipe of minor
significance for excellence. When we press into Jesus’ presence, He
“makes us fishers of men.” It takes us all. We must repent (a Spiritinitiated change of core values) and become convinced in our hearts
that the portion of the lost world that we know is our responsibility
for His vast search-&-rescue-&-restore operation. He continually
seeks more junior partners like us. He will not be finished until the
Father’s compassion captures every heart and fills every person.
Myth Three: “I’m not good at speaking, so I can’t share my
faith adequately.” Neither was Moses. I often freeze up when an
open opportunity presents itself. I seldom know what to say. By
now you may have guessed that most of these are my excuses. But
the Spirit has promised to witness with us…and He is good at it! I
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need to trust Him. We simply need to be willing. “God acted!” John
highlights that the Father sent His Son into the world. This Reality
must determine all our ways of thinking. “God Himself, the eternal
Word, became flesh in the person of a Nazarene named Jesus and is
Lord of all.”
Myth Four: “I don’t know Scripture well enough and don’t
know any apologetic proofs.” Growing as a lifelong life-learner
through our obedient response to Scripture is necessary for each
disciple so we grow. Sharing our faith is about knowing Jesus
personally, not your body of Scriptural understanding. If a person
asks a question we cannot answer when we tell His story, great!
Turn it into an opportunity. “That’s an interesting question. I don’t
know. Is this question important enough to you for me to look into
it? I would enjoy doing that.” Perhaps even set a specific
appointment to answer the question. Then go to others and
brainstorm the question, coming up with some possibilities. The
Spirit has promised to give us His words at the appropriate time.
Regarding apologetics, I’m skeptical if that’s a viable approach
in our present culture, if it had ever been. We may perhaps convince
a lost mind with an apologetics approach. Often this does not
change their will or convict their conscience. We are encouraged to
focus on Jesus. Answer something like: “That is an interesting
question about….But my relationship with Jesus is not based on
that. What I do know though is that Jesus is alive, He cares for you
and….” Stick with Jesus and what you do know.
Myth Five: “I feel inept, inadequate, unworthy, without the
kind of love needed for this. What if I mess up and they go to hell?”
Thank you for your honesty. Suppose you are a shy person with one
hobby you are incredibly passionate about. What would happen if I
asked you an exploring question about your hobby? You would
come alive! So, the answer is for Jesus to become that kind of
passion in our lives. Then we will find His name on our lips more
often. It’s not about how good we are. It’s about how good Jesus is.
With God, there is no easy or hard. Without Him I cannot do
anything anyway, so what does it matter if mountains need moved?
Our Team-of-Three is larger than the moment’s need, vitally
connected with us, living within, giving us our very next breath.
God loves to partner together with us because when we work
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together, we grow more like Him in character and actions. Remain
in the true Vine as His branch, and fruit comes, fruit that lasts (John
15:4+16).
Myth Six: “The person may ask me a question I can’t answer.”
Great opportunity! See Myth Four above and seize the opportunity
to go back and talk to the person again. Most need more than one
contact anyway. Be persistent. Also become comfortable with a
theology of awe and wonder since our God is so much larger than
our ability to comprehend. In the Gospels, Jesus began with Himself
and His abundant provision for life. Stay close to Jesus, even if you
can’t answer every question. The Spirit backs this (John 16:8¬11).
Myth Seven: “Those without Christ are not interested anyway
because they are satisfied pursuing pleasures.” Certainly, it does
seem like the lost are uninterested in Jesus. But return to chapter
three and read the teachings on “Universal Keys to Unlock Eternal
Hearts.” Every person outside of Christ walks along in life with
these jagged pieces of broken glass-shards pricking, cutting and
slicing with excruciating pain. Jesus approached them right here, at
their point of felt need, where the echo is most noticeable. Jesus
sends us…all of His people…into the world of people to our
“garden plot” as the Father sent Him (John 20:21).
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are working
just as actively in persons in this generation as He did on Saul/Paul
on the Damascus Road as he was on his way to destroy Christians.
God designed each with these “keys to hearts.” They now provide a
strategy to approach people at the point where the Father has
already been working to awaken their conscience (John 5:17+19).
The Father and Spirit want to operate the same way with God’s
people as they did with Jesus (Acts 10:37¬38 + John 20:21).
Myth Eight: “I may be insulted if I share Jesus.” Read what
Peter has to say about learning to be a credible witness in 1 Peter.
Myth Nine: “Your own personal myth.” Have you discovered
reasons already to shatter your own personal myth? If not, share any
lingering myth with the group and see what they have to offer.
I know of only two legitimate reasons why a person is barren in
the physical realm. First, they are too young. Spiritually, however,
we are reborn to reproduce now. No maturing process exists before
we may lead others to an authentic relationship with Jesus. Second,
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there is no intimacy. How intimate are you with our CommunityGod? Do you know the Father, Son and Spirit personally?
Why should we actively seek opportunities to share the Good News?
Add to this as you continue to strengthen this pathway of discipleship.
• Because those who die without Christ will spend eternity
separate from God without hope of recovery (2 Thess. 1:89).
• Because this world’s god blinds the eyes of the lost (2 Cor.
4:4).
• Because the philosophy and strategies of the world are set
against God (1 Jn 2:15-17; Eph. 2:1-3; Jm 4:4; Jn 15:18-19).
• Because our active enemy is like a roaring lion looking to
devour God’s people (1Peter 5:8).
• Because our self-life undermines our faith. We believe
“myths” that short-circuit our commitment to our calling.

Peter & Relational Evangelism
Consider 1 Peter an option before continuing to the next
reflections describing infiltrators. Then perhaps continue to the next
two sections in Together on Mission.
Peter challenges his friends to become the type of people who
are credible witnesses in their “garden plot” of neighbors to this
credible message. Live such a life with Jesus so that those around us
will ask why we have such a living hope during tough times (1 Peter
3:15). 1 Peter in my DiscipleMaking Companion guides us on a
five-week tour through this book.1 This third great pathway of
discipleship challenges God’s people to take our God-Assignments
together on compassionate mission seriously in practical ways.
What sort of a life elicits such a response? Others seek us out to ask
about our source of hope in tough times.

1 Peter: Relational Evangelism
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A Credible Message & Messenger (1 Peter 1:1-12).
A Credible Messenger (1 Peter 1:13-2:12).
Credible Community Relationships (1 Peter 2:13-3:12).
Be Ready Always to Give an Answer (1 Peter 2:13-3:12.
Don’t Be Surprised as Influencers (1Peter 4:12-5:14).

IV. Infiltrators
Each generation has its own flavor, its own needs, its own way
of seeing and doing things. It has its own questions about faith. We
must come alongside them and help them to find their answers in
Jesus, and not to simply rehearse our answers for our generation.
Jesus gives us a core that is flexible enough to be nuance for each
generation, and the generations need each other to discover these
afresh.
Jesus uses the two pictures of farming and fishing to parallel
evangelism (John 4:35-36 and Mark 1:17). Both take prior training,
time and patience. Both takes existing skills and apply them to the
unique situation to accomplish the best ends. Fly fishing in a stream
has similarities and differences to fishing on a lake.
When the Father, Son and Spirit take up residence within us, we
finally become free to think of others, rather than first of ourselves.
Now we are free to open our eyes and see who God is looking to

bless with His kindness and compassion, seeing others through the
eyes of Jesus.
Since our Lord’s call on our lives as His people is to make
disciples in community, not just decisions, how did Jesus disciple?
How did Paul disciple? In less than three weeks, the Gospel rang out
clearly from the new converts in Thessalonica, impacting their entire
region as they raised up active, agile disciples in community.
So, we shift more to a strategy of infiltration, to being the
subversive and transforming presence of Jesus in the world as salt
and light. This calls for agile, flexible disciples, ones deeply formed
in the “main & plain” of Christianity as “new wineskins.” Agile
disciples then develop an ability and willingness to flex and adapt
from that solid core in order to meet diverse cultures, people groups
and individuals at their point of need. The Church…
“…must learn to work as just one piece in the cultural
mosaic, but a piece that is called to act as salt, leaven,
and light, bridging and permeating other pieces of the
mosaic. [This] entails immersion in cultural contexts that
may be unfamiliar and too readily perceived as hostile.”1
Please read through the book of Acts several times as we dialog
on the reflections from this section.
Where?
And some with unique abilities are further trained to share the
Good News, like Commandos or Navy Seals for intense hand-tohand combat in the streets

NOTES:

14. The Cross/Resurrection Shaped Life
What is the most significant event in human history?
It’s not Julius Caesar crossing the Rubicon River in January of
BC 49. Or Neil Anderson’s historic moonwalk on July 20, 1969. Or
the creation of the Internet in the 1960’s. The greatest moment in
history was when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death on the cross
and rose from the dead on that first Easter Sunday.
After His death and resurrection, Jesus appeared to two of His
followers on the Emmaus Road. As Jesus walked with them the
seven miles to their homes, He explained to them that the OT talked
about Him. Their eyes were opened with the breaking of bread, then
Jesus disappeared. They immediately returned to Jerusalem and
eloquently witnessed of the resurrection of Jesus. While they were
still talking, Jesus appeared to His disciples again, and said…
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day…” (Lk 24:46, emphasis).
Have you ever wondered to which specific OT Scriptures Jesus
referred? I have had difficulty finding Scriptural text that clearly
teaches this, although never doubting Jesus. I recently heard this,
which I concur with.1 Rather than a specific verse as a proof text,
the entire Scripture joins together to demonstrate the centrality of
this pattern. This cross/resurrection pattern pointing to Jesus and
His death/resurrection event. Read to whet your appetite.
• At creation, life with order came out of disorder.
• Out of the death and separation of Genesis 3 when Adam
and Eve went rogue, the same chapter provides rays of hope
of new life through numerous symbols.
• At the exodus, the death-like state of slavery spawned the
new life in the land of “milk and honey,” Canaan.
• Daniel’s three friends in the fiery furnace and Daniel in the
lions’ den are both life from death events.
• Jonah receives a renewed commission after the fish
swallowed Jonah and spit him out onshore.
• God exiled Israel to Babylon from their land, then restored.
• Revelation 21 and 22, new creation coming out of the old.
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There is no Easter joy without the pain of Good Friday.2
Jesus states that the OT Scripture speaks of Him (John
5:39+46). It does, by consistently pointing to the cross/resurrection
pattern for the most significant event in all of history. Jesus’ life was
never about triumphalism in life, moving from success to success.
Glory first came through the cross coupled with the resurrection.
Life comes out of death. Beauty comes from ashes. Order comes
out of disorder. Jesus states several times that His followers must
“take up their cross daily” to experience the freedom of this new
life in Christ. As we take up our cross, we will go to places we
wouldn’t choose on our own to fulfill God’s will, even as Jesus
wrestled with this in Gethsemane before His death (Mark 14:32-36).
The 1st century church focused on this death/resurrection shaped
message, called the Good News. From our side, we enter into
relationship through faith in Christ. From God’s side, those to whom
the Father is “pleased to reveal His Son” are ushered into an
incredible freedom, like with Paul (Galatians 1:14).
After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He showed Himself to many
of His followers and “gave them convincing proofs that He was
alive” for forty days (Acts 1:3). The resurrection of Jesus was a
living Reality for those early disciples. Later in Paul’s resurrection
chapter in 1 Corinthians 15, he mentioned that Jesus appeared to
“more than five hundred.” Paul then continued to succinctly restate
His death/resurrection event that the Good News is based on.
For what I received I passed on to you [that] Christ died
for our sins according to Scriptures [and] was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:3-4).
The book of Acts is very selective with a purpose beyond
simply giving us a glimpse into how they shared the Good News.
However, Acts gives us enough insights for clarity into the
unchanging message (Jesus, and His death/resurrection to life) and
the flexible means (how the message was communicated).
Peter spoke exclusively to Jewish audiences. What I see is a
remarkably consistent pattern. He used any opportunity to connect
the Jewish Scriptures and the firsthand knowledge they had of these
recent events with Jesus. Why? These are credible witnesses to this
Jewish audience and opened the way for the unchangeable message.
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to this people. Read the following passages rapidly, noting the
centrality of Jesus, specifically His death and resurrection to life
(Acts 2:14-41, 3:12-26, 4:7-12, 5:29-32, 10:34-44).
Stephen seized the opportunity prior to his stoning to also
connect with His Jewish audience through the OT Scripture (Acts
7:2-54). Although the Jews cut his message short, Stephen saw an
open vision of Jesus alive through His resurrection standing at the
right hand of God (7:55-56). As they stoned Stephen, his last words
were a prayer for his persecutors because Jesus is alive (7:59-50).
Philip and those scattered from Jerusalem preached the word
wherever they went (Acts 4:4). What message did they preach?
There is only one authentic Gospel to preach, Jesus and His
death/resurrection to new life. Acts specifically states that Philip
was “preaching the good news about…the name of Jesus Christ”
(Acts 8:12) in Samaria, the Spirit confirming with great miracles.
Paul then takes center-stage. After his conversion when the
risen Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him on his way to destroy the
church at Damascus, Jesus commissioned him. “Bear My name
before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel” (Acts 9:15-17).
After ten+ years of preparation, Barnabas and Paul launched the
st
1 missionary journey to Galatia. Although the purpose of Acts is
not to provide minute details, the message remains incredibly
consistent and unchanging. However, the means seems to change.
Whatsup? Because Paul’s audience changes from primarily
Jews to highly mixed audiences, the OT is not a credible witness for
those coming out of paganism. The means also remains remarkably
uniform, although flexible, adaptable to the audience. Paul willingly
connected through whatever means opened up the hearts of his
unique audience as a credible witness. “Become all things to win as
many as possible, without compromising our walk with Jesus.”
At Pisidian Antioch in Galatia, Acts records one of Paul’s
longest presentation of the Good News to a primarily Jewish
audience (Acts 13:14-52). Read this carefully and note the
similarities as Peter spoke to his Jewish audience. Paul entered the
synagogue and spoke with “men of Israel.” Paul begins where his
audience is, with a summary of key OT events since this was their
credible witness. His powerful conclusion drilled into Jesus’ death
and resurrection that carried out “all that was written concerning
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Jesus” in the OT. God raised Jesus from the dead and “fulfilled this
promise” to Israel. Many came to a saving relationship with Jesus.
Later in this 1st missionary journey, Paul fled to Lystra in
Galatia because of Jewish persecution. God brought the team to a
Gentile who was lame and healed him (Acts 14:8-17). This miracle
raised a stir, apparently with the Greeks. The audience called Paul
and Barnabas Zeus and Hermes, their Greek gods, and wanted to
worship them. Paul immediately shifted tactics. No OT Scriptures
because this was not the connection point. Paul attempted to connect
through what were credible witnesses to them, nature and world
history (14:15b-17). Although the crowd never let Paul get to his
message, stoning him, by all means Paul still sought to win some.
Since I don’t want to rob you of the joy of personal discovery,
I’ll give one last example of Paul’s creativity to discover a means
that is a credible witness to his audience. Paul was alone in Athens,
having temporarily sent his team to different assignments. As he
walked around the city, he noticed that the city was full of idols and
that educated, upper-class Greeks gathered to discuss philosophy.
Paul seized this opportunity and met them where they were. He
began by complementing them on their interest in the gods indicated
by the altar “to an unknown God,” spoke of natural creation and
quoted their poets as credible witnesses (Acts 17:22-34).
The flexible methods provided an opportunity to share the
unchanging message of the resurrection (17:18+31). Some sneered
at the mention of the resurrection. It’s foolish to the lost. Yet some
came back for a second, more private talk, and “believed (17:34).
Some…by any means.
Today neither the Bible nor the church may get high marks from
the younger generation. However, those who were not religious in
the 1st century (Luke 15:2) liked Jesus, even as the younger
generation still does today. And Jesus, rightly understood, is superb.
Rapidly read through Acts with this lens on the unchangeable
message coupled with the flexible, adaptable means. How can we
best connect to the unique audience in our “garden plot” through
what is a credible witness to them? Although the means is flexible
and adaptable within the scope of Paul’s strategy, the message
remains unchanged, Jesus and His death and resurrection.
What are credible witnesses to those for whom you are praying?

15. Barriers & Bridges
In our reflections, we have been building a strong foundation for
sharing Jesus with others. By now, you have probably experienced
many barriers to sharing your faith, although I hope you have
continued to push through.
In warfare, it’s crucial to know your enemy and also to know
the strengths and resources available to your battle Commander.
As we share our faith, this unholy triad is busy in specific ways
throwing barriers in our way to block us from inviting others into
attempt experiencing true life. Deception is at the core of their
flaming arrows. Here is a brief overview of the unholy triad.
First, the philosophy and strategies of the world are set against
God. God’s world was made “very good” with Adam and Eve
before the Fall. Although God’s creation still reflects amazing
displays of His glory (Psalm 19:1-6), the world is also not how God
created it. Society is driven by a world-system or philosophy that
pulls diametrically against radical Christianity. This approach subtly
pervades all of society so consistently that we may become
spiritually numb. Take a quick look at the NT.
• As you experience the world-system and philosophy hating
you, remember that it got started hating Jesus. If we
followed their philosophies, beliefs and ways, it would treat
us with affection. But we don’t (John 15:18-19).
• When we let the world tell us how to love, we were mired in
a stagnant life, gratifying our cravings and obeying God’s
archenemy. The world pushes and shoves those who still
belong to it, refusing to let go without a battle (Eph. 2:1-3).
• Anyone who flirts with the world is cheating on God, our
passionate Lover. The world holds tightly so they are not
jilted as the illegitimate lover they are (James 4:4).
• Loving the world squeezes out love for the Father.
Everything that goes through the world-system, wanting our
own way, longing after more stuff, trying to appear
important, is a sham and isolates us from God (1 Jn 2:15-17).

66 / Pursued by the Community-of-Three

The world-system is not neutral, and it’s not getting better over
time. Don’t believe the deceit. The world is not like God originally
created, although the physical world is breathtaking. Don’t be
surprised when the world sets itself against Jesus, although don’t
fortress up and set yourself against it. Jesus sends His people into
the world as His army of compassion and power for their good, yet
only because we are not of the world (John 17:16-19).
Second, our self-life or “flesh” undermines our faith and we
believe “myths” that short-circuit our all-in commitment to our
calling. Our “flesh” is not only self-indulgent drives, but also
whatever we can do in our own strength to follow our own passions.
The “flesh” is the easy way out and robs our lives of boldness
like the 1st century Christians experienced. These self-focused
responses may result in extraordinary secular accomplishments or
even Christian pursuits, but not God’s will. The “myths” we
explored in the first section all come from our self-life or “flesh.”
Third, Satan or the devil is our active enemy, like a roaring lion
seeking which of God’s people he can devour (1Peter 5:8). Of all the
bad, the wickedest is Satan/Lucifer who originally stood in the
immediate presence of God. He was dissatisfied to be God’s highest
and most trusted angel, but coveted God’s own throne and so was
cast out.
God’s archenemy even disguises himself as an angel of light (2
Corinthians 11:14). The commander of the powers of this world
work in the hearts of people so they refuse to obey God (Ephesians
2:1-3). He blinds the minds of unbelievers so that they are unable to
see the glorious light of the Good News (2 Corinthians 4:4).
Our barriers come from this unholy triad, the world, the flesh
and the devil.
Our Commander-in-Chief knew the cost and the overwhelming
weapons on His side to build bridges into the hearts of the lost. As I
look back on a Trilogy I wrote, Big God! Bold Design, these sketch
out our powerful resources. However, let me point out a few, and
hint at a suggested strategy because the need is so great.
Because of disobedience and choosing another source for their
lives, the lost have no personal relationship with Christ. Without
Christ, a person is separated from God for all eternity. This is
Reality, not hyperbole. The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
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make all things new. The lost reject God’s offer and reap the
consequences of their choices by disobeying God. With this ongoing
choice, they shut themselves out from the majesty of His presence
without hope of recovery (2 Thessalonians 1:9).
What bridges has our Team-of-Three provided?
The Father is the Living and True God, who shows us our
worth and comes alongside in tough times. We live our lives to
please Him alone. He actually does for us what He calls us to. The
Father is always working, and Jesus said He could only do what He
saw and heard from the Father (John 5:17+19).
The Son rescues us from the coming judgment. Through His
cross and resurrection, He provides His present resurrected life to us
who were hopelessly separated from Him. He is our Model,
releasing faith, love and hope so we stand firm in trials through His
abundant grace (His love-provision). Jesus warned us that we would
experience crushing pressures from a fallen world diametrically set
against Him. Jesus guarantees us His peace since He has overcome
this world-system (John 16:33). Before Jesus left, He delegated to
us His authority to go and make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20).
The Spirit is our partner in every aspect as we share our lives
and faith with those separate from Christ (see next reflection). He
releases power for witnessing, fires up boldness to release our
unique part in His crusade, opens the hearts of the lost, and saves
them, bringing them into God’s Family presence, as examples.
We are God’s bridge. A priest means a “bridge-builder.” As His
royal priests (1 Peter 2:4-5), we build bridges between those in our
“garden plots” and God. And we build bridges from our God to our
neighbors. Since He called us out of darkness into His wonderful
light, we bring this light back into our spheres of influence. Because
the Father, Son and Spirit equip us fully as His army, they have
God-Assignment for us.
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you”
(John 20:21b, emphasis).
And we are not in this alone, but together on mission. The most
eloquent witness that the Father sent His Son is the oneness and
unity of the church (John 17:20-23). As His image-bearers, we are
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adaptable and flexible, new wineskins to contain the new wine of
this new life in Christ. And what is that message?
His message of the Good News is powerful. Although the
cross/resurrection shaped message seems like foolishness to those
who are perishing, for us who know Jesus personally, it’s the power
of God that destroys their foolishness (1 Cor. 1:18-19). No matter
what the world thinks of our message, we have utmost confidence
that this is God’s powerful way to bring them to the Father’s heart.
It’s Jesus Christ and Him crucified and raised that gives us new
life. We have one message and only one, yet many ways to
communicate this one message to our audience. By that I mean,
don’t get stuck in old traditions of how to communicate the one
message. Your preferred way may have been an effective package
for its time. Every generation must discover ways to effectively
communicate the one message to its generation and “garden plots.”
For instance, Jesus used the OT to communicate to His
generation. The OT was the authority or credible witness to His
primary mission field, the lost sheep of Israel. However, when Jesus
shared outside the Jewish culture, He appealed to what best
connected to the individual, whether a Gentile mother’s heart or a
Samaritan’s loneliness and helpless heart. 1
• In Acts, when Paul spoke to a primarily Jewish audiences,
He used their Old Testament for illustrations since that was
their authority. When speaking with non-Jews, he used
nature or even a statue to an unknown God, their authority.
• Billy Graham preached the Good News into a US culture
that had a high view of the Bible as authority. Throughout
his message, he would hold up the Bible and say, “The Bible
says…” and saw hundreds of thousands come to Christ.
• Reinhart Bonnke evangelized Africa, at first unsuccessfully.
When he felt the Spirit’s prompting to adopt large-scale tent
evangelism and focus on healing, he connected with the
African culture with its century-long tribal connections.
Though Paul was free to use any means to reach the lost with
the one message, he became all things to all people to win some.
I have become all things to all people so that by all
possible means I might save some (1 Cor 9:22b).

16. Jesus Fulfills & Supersedes the OT
Chapter 19 Twilight Reflections – 2 pages
Jesus (Matthew 5:17-18), along with other NT writers, clearly
conclude that the temporary, conditional Mosaic Covenant has been
completely fulfilled by Jesus. It remains divine, Scripture, yet is no
longer our covenant. What are the implications?
In the OT, we discover so many first things about God and
humanity in His big-story. Without the divinely inspired Old
Testament (OT), God’s New Testament (NT) adventure with His
people loses its context, makes less sense and its beauty is
diminished. The shades of color are less bright. The melody would
haunt us without the OT because we sense something essential is
missing without the OT chorus. What a treasure chest the divinely
inspired OT is!
And the agitators misused what God intended for good as an
instrument for evil, as some still do today. When a person tastes the
legalism of “religion,” he/she often turns it into a tool to control
others.
No matter how sincere and passionate the agitators were, they
deceived themselves because they were stuck in the old and blinded
to the new. This part-for-the-whole thinking (lifting up a legitimate
part as if it were the whole) always fosters deception. This sounds a
lot like Saul (Paul) on the Damascus Road, sincerely believing he
was serving God. No wonder Paul is so adamant with his spiritual
children.
On any journey, we need at least acceleration and direction.
Both, not only one. The agitators had acceleration (passion) in
spades yet lacked direction towards a NT culture Their inner
spiritual compass was off. They failed to grasp how stunning this
new life in Christ is. Instead, they lead others back to the Mosaic
Covenant to experience the same bondage they do. Today I also
hear Christians foolishly claiming that a “new thing” is coming. Be
careful of any person or group who major on: “the new thing is
coming,” even if they ooze passion like the agitators, especially if
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their message is OT based. The “New Thing” has come. He has a
face and a name, Jesus, the name above every name.
Legalism does that to Christians, especially those who have
been Christians for a while, and who are blind to how rigid their old
wineskin has become. Remember, old wineskins began well. They
simply became rigid, inflexible over time. Unless we have a solid
NT foundation with an eager willingness to explore and change as
lifelong life-learners, in time we will also settle as old wineskins.
Living things grow. Growth demands change. Since we are
incredible redeemed and restored image-bearers who are still very
much in process, change is a golden key into fuller life in Christ.
Although don’t confuse “different” for “change.”
Jesus radically changed all things because He is the “new
thing” predicted in the OT (Jeremiah 31:31-34). Jesus was born
under the temporary Mosaic Law to fulfill the Law and bring it to its
sovereignly intended end, ushering in freedom in the Spirit for His
Family.
Jesus claimed to be the fulfillment of Judaism and a replacement
for paganism, bringing new wineskins for His new wine since both
legalism and license are old wineskins. Legalism is so resistant to
exposure because it encompasses some truth. Like Paul on the
Damascus Road, a person laboring under legalism is often blind.
Deceit is like a fishhook, alluring bait on the outside covering a
deadly hook on the inside.
YES, Jesus makes all things new because Jesus is the greater,
the new thing to which the OT points (Luke 24:27+44; John
5:39+46). Jesus brought the OT to its sovereignly planned end and
launched the new.
Please explore with me. This is “must know!” Jesus is the
Greater!
Paul uses the OT example of Moses coming down from the
mountaintop after God gave him the Ten Commandments. From
basking in His presence, God’s glory shone on his face, so brilliant
that the people could not look at him. Paul takes this example of
stunning glory in the OT and compares “how much more glorious”
Jesus and the NT is compared to the OT. Read 2 Corinthians 3:7-11
yourself as I briefly summarize it. Only active learning transforms
our minds.

Reach out to Strangers on the Way / 71

•

If the ministry that brought death came with glory (OT
ministry), then the ministry of the Spirit (NT ministry) is
“even more glorious” (7-8).
• If the ministry that condemns men is glorious (OT ministry),
then “how much more glorious” is the ministry that brings
righteousness (NT ministry, 9-10).
• If what was fading away came with glory (OT ministry),
“how much greater” is the glory that lasts forever (NT
ministry, 11).
What an astounding change between the OT and the NT if
words mean anything. As wonderful an inspired as the OT is, Paul
under the inspiration of the Spirt calls the OT ministry death,
condemnation and fading. The NT ministry is of the Spirit, brings
righteousness and lasts.
In Matthew 5, Jesus affirms His role to “fulfill” the OT. Then
six-time Jesus contrasts “you have heard…” taken from the six
horizontal commands in the Ten Commandments with “but I
say….” Jesus walked under the Law, fulfilled it, and brought in the
new.
The writer to the Hebrews adds weight to how Jesus radically
changed all things. Read the dazzling description of Jesus in
Hebrews 1:1-3. Note your observations. God has always been
communicating His heart. In the past, God spoke through prophets
in every possible way. By contrast in these “last days” (that have
stretched over 2,000 years!), the Father has spoken to us by His Son.
And notice the incredible promise of freedom in Hebrews 4:10-11
(plus the context (3:7-4:11)!
The Son of God, both fully God and fully man through the
incarnation (oh mystery!) is the heir of all things. All of creation
was made by His Son. The Son is the radiance of His Father’s glory.
He is the exact representation of God’s Being. Do you understand
what you just read? When we see Jesus, we see God Himself. What
a dramatic change from the OT where those who saw God died.
He also sustains all things by His powerful word. After
providing everything necessary for this radical New Covenant
(that’s what testament means, covenant), our Lord Jesus Christ sat at
the place of honor and power and rule on the throne at the right hand
of the Father.
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In short, only Jesus qualifies to bring a radically new and more
intimate way for God to relate with mankind since the Fall in
Genesis 3. What could there be after Jesus? And that’s exactly what
He did to fulfill God’s original Eden-intent in Genesis 1-2…and go
far beyond.
The entire book of Hebrews also supports this revolutionary
view of the NT in which Jesus radically changed all things. This
book was written to Hebrew Christians scattered around the world.
They were beginning to compromise their radical relationship with
Jesus and turn back to their Jewish roots because the Romans
persecuted Christians, but not Jews.
These believers wanted to slide back under the OT covenant and
hide as “secret Christians” under the disguise of the Jewish religious
practices. No wonder so many strong warning passages in Hebrews!
The writer systematically paints a breathtaking portrait of the
superiority over the OT of the Person, the ministry, and the life of
Jesus Christ, the only one who is worth such costly, wholehearted
allegiance.
We can get too much religion. We can never get too much of
Jesus. Here is an outline of this literary masterpiece, Hebrews. The
writer systematically demonstrates how Jesus is so far superior to all
the important people and elements in the OT.
Jesus Christ our Lord is:
• Greater than the OT prophets (1:1-3).
• Greater than the angels (1:4-2:18).
• Greater than Moses (3:1-19).
• Greater than Joshua (4:1-13).
• Greater than Aaron as High Priest (4:14-5:10)
Jesus Christ our Lord…
• Provides a better soil for fruitful growth (5:11-6:20a).
• Makes available a better priesthood (6:20b-8:6).
• Mediates a better covenant (8:6-13).
• Furnishes a better tabernacle (9:1-11).
• Offers a better sacrifice (9:12-10:18).
Because of the superiority of the Person of Jesus Christ (1:15:10) and the ministry of Jesus Christ (5:11-10:18), only Jesus
Christ brings us such a superior quality of life. His resurrected life
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in us releases hope to persevere (10:19-39), provides faith even in
trials (11:1-12:3), and calls us to love regardless of cost (12:413:17). Why would any sane person dabble in Jesus-Plus when
Jesus alone releases abundant life?
Like a good parent waiting for his/her child to outgrow her
childish ways, God always meets us where we are, with what we
can handle today. He then moves us toward our best. The OT,
circumcision and the Mosaic Law were good and divinely
inspired…for then. Yet temporary, conditional, until Jesus came and
opened up the unconditional promises He gave Abraham. The
agitators sought to draw Paul’s friends back into hyper-religious,
manmade religious beliefs and practices.
The only complete revelation of life is through a life. God must
come as man to bring His eternal life all the way to us. The “New
Thing” has already come, fulfilling OT prophecies. He has a face
and a name. Jesus! Jesus genuinely made all things new, yet not
finally at this time in our experience. We now live and minister in
“the already but not yet” of this Trinitarian life. Fully new, yet not
completely realized (Revelation 21:5a). Both/And.
Have you and I fully embraced this radical freedom in the
Spirit?
A true Sabbath rest awaits those who press into Jesus (Heb 4:111).
“What is it that your life wants from you?”
Paul answers for himself in 6:14. What is your answer?
Jesus and His death and resurrection radically changed all
things.

17. Reach out to Strangers on the Way
Stretch to become more relational. Introvert, but learned – still not as
good as my extrovert friends, but that’s not the target.
Christianity is about relationships, upward and outward. As an
image-bearer, whose flesh pulls toward introversion, I have made
this a spiritual discipline to stretch myself in reaching out with
warmth to those I don’t know.
REACH OUT! Engaging people on the way.
• When you enter a store or walk down the aisle at work, dial
up awareness that God’s presence is here since the Father is
always working (John 5:17). Adventures with our best
Friends brings joy and bonding, although not without a bit of
trepidation and maybe some wet armpits.
• Be friendly and consciously look for some way to positively
connect.
• Listen for the gentle Spirit-nudge to your heart. His presence
is ministry so be willing to be His voice and touch to the
person.
• In your natural conversation with them, inwardly practice
“L-shaped listening.” This means we listen laterally to the
person, and vertically to God at the same time. “What’s the
Father doing?”
• God communicates His heart to us about the person or the
condition when needed. Perhaps this comes through what
you observe, a word, a picture or an impression. If not, don’t
get hung up. God gives what is needed when it’s needed.
• How do you respond when you are unsure if the Spirit is
gently nudging you with a stranger or person at work?
Remind yourself that you live with a bias that the Father is
always working. If you experience loud internal noise,
especially “it’s inconvenient” or “you are inadequate,”
pause. Take a deep breath. Internally ask the quiet voice of
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the Spirit to give you a clear “no” if this is not your GodAssignment.
If you sense an absence of a “no,” risk-take with a smile.

“[I] consciously lay down my fears and ambitions, while
making myself available to be used by God in any way he
wishes. I then intentionally pray, ‘God, how do you see this
person? What is it that you want to call forward and
encourage in them?’ I don’t try to be prophetic; I try to catch
God’s heart for them” (Gary Best, “Naturally Supernatural”).

“[In] our everyday lives, we are to expect and welcome the
Spirit’s grace to flow through us along the whole continuum
from the supposedly most natural to the most spiritual. [My]
confidence rests, not in our ability to hear God, but in God’s
ability to speak to us” (Gary Best, “Naturally Supernatural”).
Why is this important that we put ourselves out there?
Are we aware of the world into which Jesus sends us?
Yes, my love wanes easily and runs dry quickly, getting
sidetracked into self-serving interests. This Divine Team-of-Three,
however, has loved each other from eternity past. They have an
excellent tract record. So my Senior Partners and I united together
have enough love and otherly-ness to love others deeply for eternity.
With God, there is no easy or hard. Without Him I cannot do
anything anyway, so what does it matter if mountains need moved?
This Team-of-Three is larger than the moment’s need, vitally
connected with us, living within, giving us our very next breath.
God loves to partner together with us because when we work
together, we grow more like Him in character and actions.
“He and we live in our bodies, reach out through our
hands, look out through our eyes, speak out through our
tongues, and walk out with our feet. We do it hands joined
to hands, like two lovers. In our bodies today He continues
to save the world, the task which He began as a Child in
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Bethlehem. We help Him with our witness and our lives.
He knocks at other hearts, and the knuckles with which He
knocks are our knuckles! He stands at the door and
knocks at every heart. The voice outside the other hearts
with which He calls is our voice and His.”1
When the Father sent the Son to re-create humanity, He
continued something so vast that the one human body of Jesus was
not enough to contain it for long. His one physical body could only
walk in Palestine. At Pentecost, the Spirit entered one hundred and
twenty persons, and then Christ had more partners to practice
incarnational living.
A willingness to serve people beyond the walls of the church,
whether on the go, at work, in recreation or shopping
Adron
Look for something in reference to the person that you like. A
smile. How the person relates with a child. Shoes. A shirt.
Enjoyment of the place your shopping. The point is to open a
conversation on something positive.
Adron, within a couple sentence I can often turn the
conversation. As you converse, keep your eye on where you believe
the Father wants to go in this conversation.
Interact with friendly chatter with as many as possible, even if
you are introvert. Ask for a Spirit-nudge to know if the Father is
working in this person’s life right now, if this was sowing a seed of
kindness. Be patient like a good farmer, since harvest is about
timing. Practice John 5:17 and recognize like Jesus that we can do
nothing that counts unless the Father is working specifically here.
What if you ask for a Spirit-nudge and hear nothing? For me,
many of those requests is followed by a lot of noise. Mine often
sounds like: “I need to go.” “I don’t have time now.” If you have
nothing or only noise, pause and be quiet. Often the noise masks the
quiet nudge of the Spirit. Be quiet. Listen. Ask.
1 Peter “ask” = person shows interest towards me, asking
questions, hanging out, they are “asking” without words. It’s a God
connection.
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18. Praying on the Way
This is one way that you can pray on the go,1 providing enough
structure with plenty of space to modify on the fly. This is about
God’s authority not about methodology. As you are an infiltrator,
opportunities will arise for you to pray for the needs of a person as
you are out and about. After the initial connection (“reach out”),
this can take less than sixty seconds, unless they initiate to engage
longer. Look at Jesus’ prayers of healing…just seconds…and often
two or three words.
REACH OUT! Engaging people on the way. DUP in #16
• When Add a couple from #16
1. FIND OUT!
• If you hear or sense a need, ask the person if they mind
telling you what’s wrong, where it hurts, etc. (we often
gather info as we casually converse with them).
• Keep this short & sweet. This is not a medical interview or a
counseling session, but is based on Jesus’ authority.
• In your natural conversation with them, inwardly practice
“L-shaped listening.” This means we listen laterally to the
person, and vertically to God at the same time. “What’s the
Father doing?”
• If you don’t sense a need, in your own words say something
like this. “God made us to be blessed by Him and by each
other. Would you mind if I prayed a short prayer of blessing
for you?”
2. PRAY OUT!
• Tell them you’re inviting Jesus’ presence (use “Jesus”
because they are saved and/or healed in the name of Jesus).
• Affirm God’s love for the person at the start. Bless them
“Lord, bless XXX with your love.” “Thank you, Jesus, for
Your presence” (or peace, whatever He is doing). If nothing
happens except they feel blessed, it’s still a win.
• Pray along the lines of what the person asked prayer for.
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Prayers of authority speak directly to the condition, even
body parts. Check out the way Jesus prayed (this prayer was
used most often by Jesus). It is short, often mere seconds.
• During the prayer time it’s OK to ask the person questions.
“Are you feeling anything?” “How are you doing?”
• Bless whatever Jesus is doing (peace, pain lessened, etc.).
All we can measure is symptom like pain abatement or
increased movement. Ask Jesus for more of His presence.
• Here are a few practical tips. Add your own.
▪ If we get a specific word, be sensitive how we share it.
Not everyone is ready. Perhaps they respond better to:
“Does the word bitterness mean anything to you?”
rather than “The Lord is showing me you have a problem
with bitterness.”
▪ Put them at ease. Get them to relax. Help them receive.
This is naturally supernatural so don’t get religious.
▪ Don’t be in a rush. Wait a bit (often difficult for us).
▪ Keep our eyes open (also hard for us). A person often
responds to God’s presence in a number of observable
ways, like gentle shaking, deep breathing, tears,
fluttering eyes.
▪ Always ask permission if you appropriately lay hands on
a person. Jesus did not always lay hands on those He
prayed for. And with a stranger, be extra careful.
▪ Be touch appropriate. Watch where we put those hands.
Normally, guys pray for guys; gals for gals. It doesn’t
matter how comfortable you are, but they are.
3. CHECK OUT!
• Prayer time is over when…
▪ They say it is (believe them).
▪ You sense God is “done” for now (believe Him).
▪ You run out of things to pray for. Don’t draw it out
• If something good has definitely happened, a short prayer of
thanksgiving and blessing in the name of Jesus is appropriate
(never advise them to come off their meds).
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If nothing noticeable happened, let the person know that
healing and/or pain abatement sometimes happens gradually.
“Let’s see where this goes. Let me know what happens.”
• Leave a comma in the relationship with encouragement.
• Let them know that Jesus is the one who heals. Perhaps there
might even be an opportunity to ask them if they know Jesus
personally (center on Jesus, not a church).
• “I know Jesus is alive, He sees you and cares!”
Why is this important that we put ourselves out there?
Are we aware of the world into which Jesus sends us?
Yes, my love wanes easily and runs dry quickly, getting
sidetracked into self-serving interests. This Divine Team-of-Three,
however, has loved each other from eternity past. They have an
excellent tract record. So my Senior Partners and I united together
have enough love and otherly-ness to love others deeply for eternity.
Yes, when I try to show others the Good News, my mind often
freezes and my mouth gets dry as cotton. But my Team-of-Three
know everything. They will tell me what I need to know and say at
just the right time. The Trinity and I together as partners are superb
at telling others about Jesus.
True, I can’t heal a hangnail. One of God’s Old Testament
names, though, is the “One who heals.” Jesus healed powerfully
during His three-year ministry. The Community-God and I can get it
done, healing diseases, casting out demons, or raising the dead,
whatever God needs done.
With God, there is no easy or hard. Without Him I cannot do
anything anyway, so what does it matter if mountains need moved?
This Team-of-Three is larger than the moment’s need, vitally
connected with us, living within, giving us our very next breath.
God loves to partner together with us because when we work
together, we grow more like Him in character and actions.
“He and we live in our bodies, reach out through our
hands, look out through our eyes, speak out through our
tongues, and walk out with our feet. We do it hands joined
to hands, like two lovers. In our bodies today He continues
to save the world, the task which He began as a Child in
Bethlehem. We help Him with our witness and our lives.
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He knocks at other hearts, and the knuckles with which He
knocks are our knuckles! He stands at the door and
knocks at every heart. The voice outside the other hearts
with which He calls is our voice and His.”2
When the Father sent the Son to re-create humanity, He
continued something so vast that the one human body of Jesus was
not enough to contain it for long. His one physical body could only
walk in Palestine. At Pentecost, the Spirit entered one hundred and
twenty persons, and then Christ had more partners. His vast search&-rescue-&-restore operation needed to reach billions, so He
continually seeks more junior partners like us. He will not be
finished until the love of the Father, Son and Spirit captures every
heart and fills every person. This is our calling, to abandon
ourselves so Jesus has more partners.
“We need to recognize afresh that the Great Commission
represents a vast and unrelenting search and find
operation” (Eddie Gibbs).
There is, however, one condition to enjoying this vital ministry
partnership. His people must be united like the Father and Son (John
17:20-23). Cancer is simply a group of cells in a body that revolt, do
their own thing and ultimately destroy the rest of the body.

19. Jesus Trains F-A-T Followers
When Jesus called His first five disciples into what I call the
“Come & Follow Me” training tier, they made no excuses. John and
James, Andrew and Peter, and later Levi followed “at once” with
ready hearts into what we now know was a 9-month training. Jesus’
training focus was primarily twofold, centered on getting to know
Jesus better as a friend.
First, Jesus practiced a healthy, holistic model for sharing the
Good News as His disciples looked on and learned. They saw that
Jesus was the method, as His life attractively related to others in
leisurely conversations. His walk with His Father prepared the way
to share His words and authenticate these words with His works of
power and compassion as He partnered with the Holy Spirit.
Second, Jesus walked in complete freedom in His Father’s
presence. His model life exposed their judgmental prejudice. Jesus
taught into this “besetting sin” of the hyper-religiosity in His 1st
century followers. If you come out of a religious background,
perhaps go back and reread “Becoming New Wineskins.” Be sure to
follow Jesus’ model. Speak directly into whatever hinders those
gathering together to hold back from embracing Jesus with the
sweet surrender of wholehearted allegiance and telling HIS story.
Is there anything holding you back?1
During the 9-month “Come & Follow Me,” Jesus primarily
focused on sharpening the outward edge of their lives while
simultaneously breaking off a trust in their manmade religious
traditions to get to the “simplicity and purity” in Jesus. Especially
those today from a religious tradition, we mark our lives as having
settled for less than God’s spiritual best, unless we actively share
our faith. Sharing the Good News releases understanding.
I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that
you will have a full understanding of every good thing we
have in Christ (Philemon 6, emphasis).
The world is always on Jesus’ heart. Even in the OT, God is the
“mobile missionary” God. Jesus, however, knows He must first
gather those who are willing to pay the price, whether few or many.
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Jesus’ plan was to raise up a group of people who live in His
freedom, ones who dare, breaking away from limiting manmade
religious traditions to build our lives on our Family-of-Three alone.2
Jesus needs those with an inner toughness to stay the course,
unwilling to settle as they keep in step with the Spirit.
During His “Come & Follow Me” training in Mark 1:14-3:12,
Jesus launched His ministry after His baptism. And all heaven broke
out! Jesus showed the people how to put the presence of the Father
on display through His “walk & word/works” ministry (compare
Acts 10:37-38). Take a quick glimpse at Mark chapter one.
1. Jesus’ first act was to call all people to “repent and believe
the Good News.”
2. Jesus called His initial disciples to become “fishers of men.”
3. Jesus taught in the synagogue and drove out an evil spirit.
4. When Jesus went to Peter’s mother-in-law, the fever left.
5. The whole town gathered, and Jesus healed many and drove
out demons.
6. Jesus stated that His priority is to preach. He then traveled
around Galilee, preaching and driving out demons (1:38-39).
7. Jesus healed a man with leprosy and told him not to tell
anyone.
8. And His walk! Compassion. Quiet confidence. Wisdom.
Boldness. Prayer alone with His Father.
And this was only in Mark chapter one! Walk! Word! Works!
The Spirit gives us a flash of bold courage and asks us to risktake (which means we will mistake-make!) In our 21st century
Western church, we too often think size and sizzle, momentum and
spectacular growth. Although Jesus had a sense of urgency, He
moved in patient harmony with His Father as He followed His
initiative (“it’s not My time”). And Jesus did this without hype or
drive to make momentum happen. Jesus built His ministry well,
person-to-person, starting small and building solidly to last.
Disciples are not driven to perform but drawn by the presence of
the heart of servant Jesus to serve the highest and best of others.
Over time, a disciple will show she or he is faithful and teachable. I
can’t be certain the lens Jesus used to invite into deeper relationship.
For me, I look for those who are F-A-T (Faithful, Available,
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Teachable). Faithful track record, even in simple tasks. Available to
invest the needed time. Teachable in respect to what God has given
me to pass on. If they aren’t, that’s OK. At this time, this person is
just not the one that God has for me to pour my life into.
Ask. Call them. Intentionally challenge like Jesus did, directly
yet sensitively. Invest time in those who give their ready “yes” for
more, even if they stumble along the way like Jesus’ Twelve.
God created His people as vice-regents with Him (Genesis 1:2628). Since Genesis 3, God’s mobile missionary heart has always
longed to reach those unto the ends of the earth. He equipped and
commissioned Israel to partner with Him in His missionary thrust to
be a light to the Gentiles (Isaiah 42:6-14). His call to Israel was
unmistakably clear (Isaiah 67:2, 45:22, 66:19; Psalm 96:3). Still
they isolated from the world and became ingrown, focusing on their
needs and desires. Israel seldom fulfilled her mission (see the short
book of Jonah), especially in the 1st century as they isolated from
outsiders. Fortressing up is a clear sign of hyper-religiosity.
My observation is that this tendency also rears its ugly head in
the lives of many who have been Christians for a long time,
including me. We tend to settle at a level far below what God
intends. Our call to have an outward edge towards the world is also
unmistakably clear and non-negotiable.
Are we responding more faithfully than the 1st century Jews?
If not, then we also need such a religious-reboot. Mark 1:143:12 primarily illustrates Jesus’ model for rebooting from manmade
religious practices into a spirituality that vibrantly keeps in step with
the Spirit. Actively sharing our faith is an essential launching point
for any “religious reboot.” Read rapidly through Mark 1:14-3:12 to
note only this one ministry, this outward look towards the world.
How did Jesus actively share His presence with people He met?
First and foremost, Jesus shared the Good News through the
natural attractiveness of His walk. Jesus consciously looked for
what the Father was doing3 in order to actively share the word with
works of compassion and/or power as needed. Sharing the Good
News that frees in Christ is a major way to break off encrusted
manmade religious practices whenever they begin to settle for less
than His best. If this “outward edge” does not mark a disciple’s life,
we need to sensitively challenge him/her, and go together.
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We are all saved into and raised up in the Family of God.
Simultaneously, we are trained in Family so Kingdom warfare spills
out of us, to everyone, every day, everywhere in our “garden plot”
and beyond. If we hold back, we stifle growth in us and in others.
Begin by developing increased awareness to notice what the
Father is doing when you are out-&-about, at work or play (John
5:17+19). Stay alert to and cultivate the gentle Holy Spirit nudge.
Choose to obey quickly (before fear evaporates spiritual courage!) If
you have become a bit isolated, deliberately widen regular
connection with the lost world of people. Isolation from outsiders
restricts our freedom in Christ and marks us as old wineskins.
We have many good ways of sharing the Gospel in our culture
today. Let’s continue those that are still relevant for our target oikos.
Additionally, God is raising up other agile disciples willing to
experiment together from a strong base of core beliefs to impact this
generation. This “Skunkworks” type-team4 creatively brainstorms
and experiments to discover other equally valid avenues to bring this
message into their spheres of influence through community.
A skunkworks is a small group of people with a strong desire to
learn and grow by doing. They come with a measure of knowledge
and a skill set coupled with a willingness to work on a project
together as T-E-A-M, even in unconventional ways. The group’s
purpose is to develop something quickly, often outside the existing
“box,” with minimal top-down management constraints.
Foundational to skunkworks is the fundamental belief that what
the group conceives together is greater than what any one expert can
accomplish. T-E-A-M (Together Each Accomplishes More) is
catalytic. Flexibly experiment together as F.A.T. followers of Jesus.
In the next two sections, we want to build the next two incremental
steps, infiltrators and informal missionaries, one step after another
on this foundation as inviters-&-includers, perhaps using 1 Peter.
How comfortable do you feel to approach a person at work
when you feel that Holy Spirit nudge? Or a stranger on the street?
What are some possible lead-ins to launch an intentional
conversation? Make this your own, even while learning from others.
Patiently do our part, though only the Holy Spirit can save.
Maintain the tension! God’s call on our life is unique. Don’t become
a look-alike of others. Stretch out of any “old wineskin” responses.
Is your awareness of what the Father is doing growing?

20. The Holy Spirit and Evangelism
I’ve mentioned several times that as NT believers we are the
temple of the living God. We “carry” our Family-of-Three, Father,
Son and Spirit wherever we go. He draws us in closely, adding us to
His Family. The relational Trinity also abides in us.
“I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me….On
that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you
are in me, and I am in you” (John 14:10+20, emphasis).
Stunning, yet true and impacts all our life-responses.
Let’s draw a larger context from 2 Samuel 7. God never asked
for Israel to build a physical temple. He was content to live in the
mobile tabernacle. He is the mobile missionary God and
demonstrates that the Mosaic Law is a temporary covenant. We now
know this OT covenant was temporary until Christ came and
fulfilled the Law. Notice how Jesus’ coming, His life and death, His
resurrection and ascension is such a radical game changer.
Through Nathan the prophet, God informs David that He will
establish a “real” house for him. God will raise up David’s children
to succeed him on the throne and He will establish “his” Kingdom,
the Kingdom of one descendent, Jesus Christ (singular, 2 Samuel
7:12b). Please note carefully the shift from many descendants to one
pointing to Christ (Gal. 3:16). It will be Christ who builds the house
or temple that God is looking for, a permanent one made of people.
“He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be
his father, and he will be my son” (2 Samuel 7:13-14).
Later God accommodated Himself to the wishes of Israel and
allowed them to build a physical temple that would later be
destroyed. God however never waivered from His eternal purpose to
send His Son as the first temple or tabernacle. And after His
resurrection to make His restored image-bearers His temple.
“Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my
resting place be?” (Isaiah 66:1, emphasis)
What an amazing destiny God has prepared for us.
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Do you grasp the implications? You and I are the answer to the
Lord’s haunting question above. When Jesus came, the literal
language of His incarnation points to Jesus tabernacling among us.
And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate)
and tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile)
among us (John 1:14, Amplified Classic).
Jesus came like the OT tabernacle, the current house for His
Father. Jesus’ incarnational model as the tabernacle of the mobile
missionary God is ours, too. We are God’s NT fulfillment of these
OT passages as the temple of God, fulfilling God’s original intent.
In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit (Ephesians 2:21-24, emphasis).
Paul’s clear, concise words stun us, if we have not already been
taught by the Spirit that we are God’s temple. Other NT passages
also teach that we are God’s temple, but I’ll let you explore,
beginning in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:19. Don’t leave this
Reality lying here with mere words. This affects how we view life.
Open wide the doors of the temple of the Spirit and invite entry.
Wherever we go, we carry the Spirit of God with us because we
are His temple. All the while the Spirit frees us internally to give
people space. The Spirit knows how to relate to people. He touches
people where they are, whether broken, profoundly blind, stubborn,
controlling, addicted and in bondage.
Does this sound like the people we bump against each day?
The Spirit and His ministry have already been demonstrated as
essential in John’s Gospel.
• The Spirit is compared to the wind in John 3:5-8. We can
neither see the wind nor the Spirit. We feel their wonderful
effects, though, and know their Reality.
• Using the interpretive key of the Spirit as water in John 7:3739, the Spirit is also the artesian well of living water welling
up to eternal life, carrying those who believe into divine life
with the Father, Son and Spirit (John 4:13-14).
• The Spirit is the streams of living water flowing out from
within every believer to bring life to others in John 7:37-39.
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•

The Spirit is also the Counselor or Helper who comes
alongside to help us as we share the Beautiful News with the
world of lost people (John 16:7).
Witnessing can be a frightening experience for many of us. We
have already explored some of the roles of the Father and the Son in
sharing our faith. The Spirit now stand out even more prominently
in Jesus’ words in John 14-16. He comes alongside as partners with
us in every way. He fulfills some very specific ministries as we
actively share the Good News with those in need. The Spirit of God
is indispensable for witnessing. If the Spirit is not stirring hearts,
then we can provide nothing that benefits. Spirit-initiated insight
prepares for salvation. In reference to sharing our faith, here is some
of what the Spirit does. Read and be overwhelmed.
1. The Spirit develops character in us. God communicates
through us. Therefore, it’s crucial that we become more like
Jesus. He makes His home in us and reveals deep things in
us about how the Father sees us as His Beloved and Blessed
children (Ephesians chapter 2:11-22, Romans 8:15-17).
2. The Spirit opens doors. We don’t knock doors down but seek
to find those divine encounters already set up by the Spirit
(Colossians 4:3). This demonstrates the Reality of His
Kingdom inbreaking in evangelism.
3. The Spirit gives us words. Certainly, this is no excuse for not
understanding the Gospel and preparing our 3-minute
testimony (Telling MY Story). Learn to approach others with
L-shaped listening. Also expect the Spirit to provide just that
right word or response for the person, even as you listen to
the person (Matthew 10:19-20). Both/And!
4. The Spirit releases boldness. This is huge for me since I’m
not naturally bold. The Spirit releases the boldness of the
Spirit that blesses, not the boldness of our flesh that crushes
(Acts 4:29-31).
5. The Spirit convicts lost people of three Realities. It’s good
for us to know what the Spirit will back so we can
concentrate our time and energy on these entry points, in His
sequence. The spirit convicts of the sin of rejecting Jesus, of
how righteous Jesus is, and of condemnation if a person
rejects this free offer of life (John 16:8-11).
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6. The Spirit makes us witnesses. A witness in a courtroom
simply tells what he or she has personally experienced, no
more, no less. We begin where we are and continue in ever
widening circles as the Spirit leads (Acts 1:8).
7. The Spirit anoints us to partner with Jesus in His ongoing
ministry of restoring prodigals (Lk 4:18 with Jn 20:21-22).
8. The Spirit testifies together with us. Yes, we testify or
witness with words. Yes, the Spirit also takes our words and
testifies to their hearts in trans-rational ways. “Listen
carefully! What Jim is saying is truth!” He vibrates that
inner tuning fork in the one we are sharing with, in His
timing bringing deep conviction (John 15:26-27).
9. The Spirit confirms the words shared. The Spirit brings
trans-rational ministry as it’s needed, using whatever aspects
of the “dancing hand of God” is beneficial (according to our
faith, yet always in the Father’s timing). Keep in step with
the Spirit. These works of compassion and/or power include
a word of knowledge like with Nathanael, healing with the
invalid at the pool, wisdom with the woman caught in
adultery or whatever else is uniquely needed to lift up Jesus
and point to Him (Hebrews 2:3-4).
10. The Spirit saves them…along with the Father and Son. This
is not our job, but His (Titus 3:5). He does it very well. We
are mail carriers. So, relax and focus on what we can do.
11. The Spirit builds community fellowship. The ultimate aim of
all evangelism is thriving koinonia. The Spirit of God woos
outsiders toward authentic relationship, deeper than they
have ever experienced before in the world. The Spirit ushers
them into God’s alternate culture, the Family of God (2
Corinthians 13:14).
As we continue to apply these simple lessons to our lifelong
journey, please interlace often with this question as we gather
together: “What are we going to do about this?” Ant-steps are fine.
The Community-God gladly meets you on the way.
Why do you think our Team-of-Three sent so much help to
actively share our faith?
Who is on your “God Get-um List”?

20. Two Simple, Powerful NT Models
Although the world-system is antagonistic to Jesus, the Father is
always at work, drawing people in, infusing them with a desire to
experience Reality. What sort of a life elicits such a response that
those who see us ask about our source of hope (1 Peter 3:15)?
Two of the very best models for actively seeking to share our
faith are Jesus in John 4:7-26 and Paul in Colossians 4:2-6. Take
some time to read these now and jot down what you see here.
John 4:7-26: No good Jew of His time went through Samaria
because of the social stigma that Samaritans were half-breed,
outcasts to Jews. But Jesus approached people differently, with an
equality because they were image-bearers, even if the image was
shattered by sin. Jesus must go through Samaria to touch one
Samaritan woman who had been divorced five times and was living
with a sixth man. This is what our compassionate Father was doing,
and Jesus responded. I hope these thoughts stimulate your thinking.
1. Jesus felt an inner compulsion to go this roundabout way
through Samaria (4:4).
2. Jesus ignored His physical tiredness in order to engage with
one ostracized woman on the margins of society (4:6).
3. Jesus approached her by asking her for help (4:7).
4. Jesus ignored her poverty mentality (thinking the worst,
common for those in pain and/or marginalized). He raised
her curiosity about life beyond the physical by beginning
where she was, at the well drawing water (4:9-10).
5. Jesus ignored her scorn and refocused her from the physical
to the spiritual (4:11-14). Sharing our faith will bring
awkward moments!
6. Even though she still did not get it, Jesus patiently entered
into her personal life. He tapped into the legitimate, Godgiven need that she attempted to meet in illegitimate ways
(aloneness and longing for belonging, 4:15-16).
7. The woman answers honestly. She doesn’t cover up, so Jesus
affirms her with truth (not flattery). He acknowledged that
He knows who she is. This may have been a word of
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knowledge, although plenty of evidence existed to surmise
this for someone in tune with people. He still desires to
connect with her. No judgment. No criticism (4:17-18).
8. She tries to deflect by debating theology. Jesus refuses the
bait and redirects to what her heart longs for, relationship
worshipping the Father in Spirit and truth (4:19-24).
9. She still tries to keep the conversation in the abstract, yet
Jesus seizes the moment, pressing to reveal Himself as far as
she will allow (4:25-26).
10. The woman demonstrated her inner transformation by
leaving all and quickly risking in her God-given “garden
plot.” She shared Jesus with her village, the people who had
previously ostracized her (4:28-30; 39-42).
It’s in the name of Jesus that the 1st century disciples preached
and healed to demonstrate the Reality of the Good News (Acts 3:16,
Mark 8:38). “God” or even “Lord” does not adequately distinguish
the gods of other religions from the One True God who makes the
difference in our lives. Find a natural way to insert in conversations
in a non-religious way, “I’m a follower of Jesus, and…” as you
relate with those in your “garden plot.” Discern where this inner
“Echo of a Voice” points towards the inner yearning for “more” in
the other person.
Colossians 4:2-6: While imprisoned in Rome toward the end of
his ministry, Paul wrote a letter back to the church at Colossae in
order to re-center the church. In Colossians 4:2-6, Paul provides his
mature reflection on what is central to evangelize fruitfully to our
friends, neighbors and work colleagues. Your neighbor is whoever
is in your sphere of influence. How can we touch the world around
us with the life of Jesus, “our garden plot”? Paul gives us three
ways to touch the world with God’s heart.
1. The Touch of our Prayer (4:2-4): Devote ourselves to
prayer, which knows no bounds of time or geography. Prayer
releases God’s power. It’s warfare and takes intense effort and
focus, both in our closet prayer and prayers on-the-go. It’s power
evangelism. Paul is not writing now merely about prayer on our
knees, but also prayer on the go, praying “with one foot raised” in
anticipation. Approach life with an alert and a thankful heart since
God is the sovereign King. He is here actively working. So, keep
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alert for His fingerprints on the lives of the lost with tip-toe
expectancy and thankful hearts, especially those in your “garden
plot” (John 5:17 + 19). Pray for one another that we might see and
boldly grasp opportunities (open doors).
2. The Touch of our Lives (4:5): Paul summarized two
interrelated ideas in the touch of our presence in our location.
First, look at how we respond in our normal, everyday world.
How do we relate to the lost world of people that we touch regularly
in our everyday lives? “Act the right way” toward those who are not
Christians. As 1 Peter 1:1-2:12 also strongly emphasizes, it’s crucial
how we live our lives before others.
God sovereignly scatters His people throughout the world, often
disguising us as businesspeople and neighbors, as students and
moms. How do the people at work or at school see you and me, as
God’s living letters? We are His living letters.
The Message says, “use your heads as you work among
outsiders.” Don’t do this as a trick to win them, but as an inner urge
from Christ to serve them. Boldness begins with a willingness to be
stretched out of our comfort zone. The founder of a growing
movement was impacted when he saw a man carrying a sandwich
board. On the front, it reads “I am a fool for Christ” and on the
back, “Whose fool are you?” Are we willing to risk looking foolish
in the eyes of others?
Second, make the most of your opportunities. What
opportunities? The same ones we prayed that God would bring to
us through the touch of prayer. What are some of the weekly
opportunities that you have with those who are without Christ?
Intentionally think about your week as a scattered servant of Christ.
Where do you rub elbows with those who need Christ?
This is a conscious, intentional choice to become more aware of
what the Father is doing with those outside of Christ. Where do you
rub elbows with those who need Christ? God also sovereignly
brings seasons when people are naturally more open for change. Yet
don’t wait for a large move of God and miss what He is doing
today. Invest in those around you now so they will be prepared
when God sovereignly brings an outpouring. This is a conscious,
intentional choice to become more aware of what the Father is doing
with those outside of Christ.
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Keep alert for key transition events which could open the hearts
of the lost to change in this most essential arena. As we are
appropriately authentic with our own pain, our experiences are often
bridges to them asking about our hope. They often identify here
with our 3-minute testimony. Stay alert for transitions and sensitive
to the Spirit since these can also be painful times. Jesus utilized
these Spirit-prepared entry points of this “Echo from the past” for
the Beautiful News. Try to identify some of these unfulfilled, Godgiven needs in them. They could be God-prepared avenues into the
hearts of the lost today. What are some of these times of transition?
1. Early marriage;
2. Pregnancy or the birth of a child, especially a first child;
3. Raising children, especially pre-school;
4. Death of a spouse or family member;
5. A layoff from work or employment change;
6. Foreclosure or bankruptcy;
7. Marital difficulties, divorce or separation;
8. A recent move (new arrival in the neighborhood).
3. The Touch of our Words (4:6): This verse powerfully
concludes with the aim of evangelism, that “you will know how to
answer or respond to people.” For me, this implies that the person
asked the reason for our spiritual hope (1 Peter 3:15). This is one
reason why we have worked on our 3-minute testimony. So, how do
we communicate the Good News in a way that makes others thirsty
enough to ask? Two ideas suggestively interconnect.
First, be gracious and kind in all we say and do, even when we
confront what is out of order. Our words must be pleasant and
winsome rather than attacking or critical, judgmental or abrasive.1
Second, season our conversations with “salt.” Converse in a
way that makes others thirsty for Jesus with savory conversation
that preserves from decay. Talk in a way that will draw others in to
listen. Our highly competitive, polarized society is into put-downs
and playing the blame-game. Don’t get sucked into their games.
Instead, use our words to bring out the best in others, building up
others. And especially don’t complain or whine, which undermines
the Reality of God (Philippians 2:14-19).

6. Jesus Actively Infiltrates to Share
How do you approach a person at work? Or how do you
approach a stranger when you feel that subtle, gentle Holy Spirit
nudge?
Are you inwardly free to respond to that gentle “Spirit-nudge”?
Jesus provides a powerful example of how to share the Good
News relationally in the Gospel of John. In the 1st century, Jesus
encountered people in a way that touched on their most basic needs
of life. He touched the sharp shard of the shattered image of God
that pricked them deep within. John in His Gospel majored on these
universal life needs.
What a great transcultural model of relational evangelism Jesus
models toward the Samaritan women at the well. Jesus “had” to go
through Samaria (4:4, most Jews bypassed Samaria as they traveled
north from Jerusalem). Jesus crossed geographic, cultural and
religious barriers to reach one marginalized “half-breed” (the typical
Jewish perspective) because His Father set up a divine appointment.
Read and reread this for yourself and add to my few comments
below. Then put into practice what you glean as timeless from this
passage.
1. Jesus was aware what the Father was doing. Although this
travel route through Samaria was not normal for Jews, Jesus
“must go” this way (4:4).
2. Jesus ignored His physical tiredness in order to engage with
her (4:6).
3. Jesus approached her by asking her for a favor, for help
(4:7).
4. Jesus ignored her poverty mentality (thinking the worst,
common for those in pain and/or marginalized), and raised
her curiosity about life beyond the physical by beginning
where she was, at the well drawing water (4:9-10).
5. Jesus ignored her scorn, and refocused her from the physical
to the spiritual (4:11-14). Sharing our faith will bring
awkward moments!
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6. Even though she still did not get it, Jesus patiently entered
into her personal life, tapping the legitimate, God-given need
that she attempted to meet in illegitimate ways (aloneness
and longing for belonging, 4:15-16).
7. The woman answers honestly. She doesn’t cover up, so Jesus
affirms her with truth (not flattery), while acknowledging
that He knows who she is. He still desires to connect with
her. No judgment. No criticism (4:17-18).
8. She tries to deflect by debating theology. Jesus redirects to
what her heart longs for, relationship worshipping the Father
in Spirit and truth (4:19-24).
9. She still tries to keep the conversation in the abstract, yet
Jesus seizes the moment, pressing to reveal Himself as far as
she will allow (4:25-26).
The woman demonstrated her inner transformation by leaving
all and quickly risking in her “garden plot.” She shared Jesus with
her village, the people who had previously rejected her (4:28-30;
39-42). It’s in the name of Jesus that the 1st century disciples healed
to demonstrate the Reality of the Good News (Acts 3:16, Mark
8:38). “God” or even “Lord” does not adequately distinguish the
gods of other religions from the One True God who makes the
difference in our lives. Find a natural way to insert in conversations,
“I’m a follower of Jesus, and…” as you relate with those in your
“garden plot.” Discern where this inner “Echo of a Voice” points
towards the inner yearning for “more” in the person.
Share in-group what you have worked through with “Telling
MY Story.”
Share in-group what you have worked through with “Telling
MY Story.”
DUP?????
Read the story of the woman at the well carefully. Jesus did not
approach her based on her sins, although she was an adulterous. This
is also not the weak 21st century counterfeit gospel of “come to Jesus
and all your problems are solved.” Instead, Jesus offered eternal life
that would transform her from the inside out and make her someone
she had never been. Jot down the process of how Jesus related to this
marginalized woman. Do the hard work of personal discovery first.
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“…whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to everlasting life” (John 4:13-14).
Imitate Jesus’ approach of relational evangelism towards the
Samaritan woman. Jesus “must” reach the half-breed Samaritans. So
He intentionally crossed geographic, cultural and religious barriers to
reach a Samaritan woman, explore for openness…and a revival
broke out.
As brand new Christians, the first word we received was
“forgiven” and the next was “go together therefore and make
disciples.” We are not just commanded to witness. A witness is
something that we are at the core of our being (Acts 1:8)…. whether
we realize it or not. Begin right where you are. None are disqualified.
Each of us are valuable contributors to Jesus’ ongoing crusade, a
community-person in mission.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Jesus
to His disciples after His resurrection in Acts 1:8).
How would our practices change if we really imitated Jesus?

All people are separated from God and His loving life, provision
and purpose for their lives. There must be some way for both justice
and mercy to meet. Where does love kiss righteousness?
God solved this dilemma in the person of Jesus. Jesus Christ
died in our place on the cross to pay the just penalty for the sins of
all who embrace Him by faith. At the point of personal faith, God is
again free to pour out His lavish grace and restore the mutually
enjoyable relationship with Him. In Adam, all was lost. In Christ, all
is restored for those who embrace Him.
Imagine a learning environment where the lost can freely
brainstorm in these life-essentials in relationship founded on trust in
a non-judgmental, non-religious, yet challenging way. This taps into
our mutual destinies. I wonder if you can feel the insights, the
change and the fun this releases. This is the kind of natural learning
that prepares the soil for new life and for LifeChange.
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In Exodus 3 at the burning bush, God reveals Himself to Moses
as “the eternal Self-existent One.”
God said to Moses, “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14).
Jesus repeatedly takes this Name to Himself as the “I am” God.
This seven-fold barrage of new revelation of Jesus’ Self-awareness
further defines who God really is. Jesus did not simply preach the
Good News…He is the Good News, the outpouring of abundance
incarnate to meet our deepest need. We must realign our style of
evangelizing with His. Jesus says
1. I am the Bread of Life, the principal “staple” of life, the only
One who satisfies the deepest needs of life.
2. I am the Light of the World, the One who lights up every
person, freeing from moral darkness and providing purpose
and direction.
3. I am the Gate for My sheep, the entryway to protection and
care.
4. I am the Good Shepherd, the only One who gives a deep life
with tender touch, care and security for ever.
5. I am the Resurrection and the Life, the only One who breaks
the power of death and gives authentic life.
6. I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the only One who is
the pathway into the Father’s presence because I am the
exact truth about My Father and I am authentic life from
Him.
7. I am the True Vine, the Life-Giver who grafts His people in
to provide everything needed for abundant life.
Of the seven “I am” statements, the first five are clearly directed
to the lost sheep of Israel according to the context, primarily
evangelistic in purpose. Jesus does not first and foremost focus on
their sins or failures. Jesus rushes His abundance to the point where
the person is most aware of his/her futile attempts to fill legitimate
God-given needs in counterfeit ways. The entry point to their heart
is the application of Jesus’ presence and abundance to that place
where the lost are most in touch with the echo of a Voice.
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How did Jesus evangelize in John? Look at the Gospel of John
to discover how this close friend understood Jesus’ style. Here is
how Jesus pointed the Good News to Himself in narrative stories.
1. “I furnish an open line to heaven” (Nathanael, 1:51).
2. “I offer spiritual birth into a Kingdom” (Nic 3:3,16);
3. “I give springs of living water” (woman at well, 4:14);
4. “I work beyond your expectations” (royal official, 4:49);
5. “I provide spiritual healing” (38-year old invalid, 5:24);
6. “I am the Light of the world” (adulterous woman, 8:12).

ADD OTHER JOHN CONTACTS???
BARRIERS
Kind of people
Fallen World
Enemy
Gospel foolishness to, but…
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3. Exploring our Partnership
As a Christian businessman, student and pastor, I had learned a
half dozen ways to share the Beautiful News of Jesus Christ. Later
my family and I moved to Germany to church plant. In Germany, I
attempted to share my faith in the variety of ways I had learned…
with great fear and little success.
All the methods I learned were more or less confrontational,
either beginning with sin or immediately moving to sin. None were
effective. The lost among the German people were not drawn to a
message that begins like this. “I have Good News for you. You are a
sinner, lost, separated from God.”1 Yes, theologically this is an
accurate part of the whole truth. However, this is not the primary
strategy the 1st century saints used to impact the world they knew.
Are you surprised, as I was?
I was blown away as our team took a fresh look at how Jesus
shared the Good News of His Father’s love.
In passage after passage, Jesus begins with Himself and His
abundant provision for life, not with the person’s sins. Oh, Jesus did
not ignore sins. He simply dealt with these in a different order and
with another attitude as He evangelized. The Book of Acts
emphasizes the resurrection of Christ even more than His death. The
Good News is focused on life…eternal life available now.2
Billy Graham I am not!
As I adapted a style of evangelism that aligned more accurately
with our Master, though, God was pleased to partner with our church
to bring Germans to Himself and to plant a church. And He can with
you also in your culture. The Father sent Jesus to release His
abundance toward everyone who believes, pouring out His life
through His life and death, His resurrection and ascension. The lost
world of people is pursued by this Community-of-Three in order to
restore intimacy. And He uses us.
The several examples in the previous chapters of echoes of
God’s original Eden-design all stem from Genesis 1 and 2. Jesus saw
people through His Father’s eyes. Humankind was fashioned by
God’s own hands in His own image. In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve
declared Independence Day! They chose to live in independence
from God and desired to control their own destiny, to know good and
evil in and of themselves. This image was therefore shattered and

100
3

marred. But the image is also not destroyed. The lost world of
people is certainly not now what God originally created them to be.
Fragments of the shattered image still reside within fallen humanity,
though not as a so-called “spark of divinity.” This provides access
points for faith in Jesus Christ. Both/And!And! tension.
Awareness of these needs does not satisfy them. Only Jesus can.
For God’s people, however, they do provide a strategy to approach
people at the point where the Father has already been working so the
Spirit may convict an awakened conscience (John 5:17+19). The
Father and Spirit operated this way with Jesus, I believe, and desire
for us to follow the same pathway. Why do we invite others to
“come and see”?
Because our experience of how much Jesus has changed us gives
us a firsthand, up-front-and-personal message to share as we
partner with the Holy Spirit.
Because we know the answer to the most essential questions. His
name is Jesus.
Because Jesus uses ordinary people just like you and me to get
His Good News out as we partner with Him in His ongoing
mission.
Because we also grow as we evangelize.
And because God called and equipped us for this.
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (Jesus to
His disciples in John 20:21).
“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world” (Jesus to His Father in John 17:18).
We are vitally connected with Jesus, the Source of true life. As
new creations, we now have a “get-to” in respect to evangelism,
rather than the “have-to” of the law.
“For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen
and heard” (Peter and John in Acts 4:18-20).
I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the
wise and the foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach
the gospel also to you who are at Rome (Romans 1:1415).
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes (Romans
1:16).
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Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am
compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the
gospel! If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not
voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to
me (Paul in
1 Corinthians 9:16-17a)
Just as a man or woman who is engaged delights to talk about his
or her partner-to-be, our joyful relationship with Jesus as His Bride is
contagious. Joy is only complete when it’s shared. Love compels
even the shy to tell. What has Jesus done for you in the last thirty
days? Weave this naturally into everyday conversations.
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4. Jesus Distills our Call to the Lost
John throws down the gauntlet in his Gospel. John narrates: the
Father sent His Son into the world. He begins with the mind-bending
Realities in John 1:1-18, of the Trinity, the incarnation, and the
revelation of the Father’s heart (vv. 1, 14, 18). God Himself
infiltrates His world with His presence, first by sending His own Son
in a physical body, and now by sending Jesus’ Bride (you and me!)
This Reality must determine all our ways of thinking, especially
about evangelism and disciple-making, learning and leading.
“God Himself, the eternal Word, became flesh in the person of a
Nazarene named Jesus. He is Lord of all.”
That God could be identified with a particular human being, and
especially one who had been executed, shattered the long accepted
patterns of both Greek and Jewish thought. To the reasoning of the
Greeks, it’s foolishness. To the religious heritage of the Jews, a
stumbling block. To those who bow our lives, though, this message
is the power of God for eternal life. This life is the same life as the
Father, Son and Spirit have always experienced with each other.
John’s message is astounding, the cornerstone for new life.1
Look at chapters 13 through 16 in the Gospel of John. John
describes Jesus’ last quiet talk with His disciples before He gave His
life so we could experience His authentic life. Please lean in closely
and listen intently to Jesus as He wraps together everything He has
been modeling and teaching during His three-year ministry on earth.
In this Upper Room heart-to-heart, Jesus provides His 1st century
disciples, and also us, with a lasting gaze into who He is and how we
relate to Him as beloved friends and intimate allies.
Jesus loves to convey the deepest truths with simple, memorable
examples and words. As we leisurely explore John 13-16, we notice
the graphic word pictures of washing of feet, of future dwelling
places together with Him, of the organic relationship of a Vine with
its branches, and of the cloak covering up sin that Jesus’ life strips
off the lost, exposing them as naked, just to name a few. I would
encourage a leisurely reading of these chapters as preparation for
what follows.
In John 15:18-16:16, Jesus sets the capstone on His lifelong
yearning to draw all men to Himself. In John 16:5-7, Jesus clearly
informs His disciples that He is going to the Father. This departure
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will bring His 1 century companions sorrow and grief, but it’s
actually for their highest good. How often do we mistake God’s good
provision (although at times painful) for something to be rejected? If
I were Peter, I would have blurted out: “No way Jesus! Everything
that You have taught us centers around You. Without You, we’re
sunk and might as well go back to fishing!”
Peter, though, had learned his lesson well (for now!) He said
nothing. So Jesus explains why it will be better for them. Jesus takes
the same simple approach at the end of His ministry as He had in the
previous three years, plain speaking. The Counselor, the Helper, the
Spirit of God, will come. How does this help His followers?
st

"And He, when He comes, will convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment…”
(Jesus in John 16:8, emphasis added).
The Spirit of God will convince or convict the world in three
arenas, sin, righteousness and judgment.
The word translated “convict” means to bring into the light, to
expose, to convince. “World” refers here to the world of people who
have not received Jesus. They remain separated from the person and
life-giving provisions of the Father, Son and Spirit, which is still
God’s heart for those He created for Himself. This world of people
has taken up their lot with the prince of this world, Satan himself,
even if they are unaware (cp Ephesians 2:1¬3). They have wrapped
their destinies together with his, whether knowingly or unknowingly.
Satan is a clever devil!
Please keep this distinction between God’s people and the lost
world clearly in mind. Jesus does (John 1:11-13; John 15:18-20). For
many today, the waters are murky here because the enemy is
attacking the distinction between the lost world of people and His
redeemed people head on. Yes, Jesus died for the whole world, but
the whole world will not embrace Him. His death is sufficient and
available for all. It’s also effective to remove sin for each one who
receives Jesus. And only for those who choose Christ. God does not
impose salvation. At the end of time, Satan will be cast into the Lake
of Fire, which was initially made for him and his fallen angels alone.
Additionally, all those whose allegiance remains with Satan (they
have not embraced allegiance to Jesus) will be cast into the same
Lake of Fire along with their father, the devil, shut out from the
majesty of God’s presence for all eternity, even as God ushers His
people into eternity in His presence. New life does not come through
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blood lineage or religious affiliation/practices or by trying harder
(John 1:13). It’s free gift through a choice of faith.
The Spirit comes to God’s people in order to partner with us to
reach those who are not God’s people. Jesus calls them “the world.”
The Spirit has come to bring to light the true condition of those who
“do not receive him” and those who “do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus”
(in 2 Thessalonians 1:7a-10, notice how Paul connects faith with its
natural expression, obedience).
What is God’s purpose? For all to receive and believe Him and
experience eternal life now (John 1:11-12, 5:24). The relational God
woos them into relationship. The Spirit gives hope to those without
eternal life as we believers lift up Jesus. Pass it along to the lost
world of people.
Those who have embraced Jesus’ call quickly extend the call to
others. Many who are currently in the world, separate from the life
and love, the kindness and goodness of Jesus, will not be part of the
lost world forever. God’s people partner with the Spirit and with
each other to see the lost come out from under the dominion of this
world into the Kingdom of God’s Son. This is a vital part of each of
our specific callings, to rescue and restore to the Father.
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God (John 1:11-12, emphasis added).
Why? So that we may partner together with the Spirit.
“When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the
Father, he will testify about me. And you also must
testify….” (John 15:26-27, emphasis added).
Partnership! Yes, we testify, and also the Spirit testifies along
with us, using whatever means are necessary. How are we doing
here?
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5. Appeal to their Conscience
However, if the Spirit has not yet prepared their heart, be patient.
Jesus taught a parable aimed at the community of God, not the lost,
but the application is still germane.
“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls
to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet,
and then turn and tear you to pieces” (Matthew 7:6).
We have something precious to offer the lost, priceless. Unless
the Spirit has prepared them, however, they will have no grid for
what we say. It does not fit their worldview. They will trample on
your valuable insights. You have experienced this, right? You share
a spot-on spiritual nugget with a friend who does not know Jesus. It
falls on deaf ears. If you press, he or she turns on you, sometimes
with their cleated boots.
Why?
Spiritual things are spiritually discerned. Be patient, but not
passive. The next verses (Matthew 7:7-11) are a call to persistent
prayer. Go over your friend’s head to God Himself through acts of
love and kindness and prayer/blessing (Luke 6:27-28). Keep your
eyes open for the Spirit’s work, then engage again with words.
“Preach the gospel at all times--If necessary, use words”
(St. Francis of Assisi).
God’s ideals are written on the hearts of the lost as Echoes of a
distant Voice (Romans 2:15). Our appeal therefore is aimed at the
consciences of others without any need to manipulate. The kindness
of God brings repentance (Romans 2:4). I’m learning to lean much
more on the overflowing, outpoured compassion of the Father, Son
and Spirit than on my own boldness, reasoning or skill. Trust God to
work. No hidden agendas. Our exhortation may be insistent at times,
but it does not need to spring from impure motives. We never need
to butter others up or make the message more appealing. When we
know who we are, with God backing His Good News, who needs
trickery (1 Thessalonians 2:3)!
What would happen if we first viewed every person we saw as
an image-bearer of God? “Even those with nothing lovable about
them, Jim?” Well, if we see nothing loveable about them, then I
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suggest we still do not see them as image-bearers (although,
remember, for the lost, the image is shattered, without a so-called
“spark of divinity” within to fan).
This may be most difficult with those who lash out against us
personally and hurt us deeply. Our fleshly response is to lash back at
whoever hurts us. When I was a teenager, we had a dog. I was alone
with Cindy when she was hit by a car and badly hurt. As I
instinctively reached out to help. Cindy growled and snapped at me. I
took no offense. This dog-response was an instinctive, guttural
reaction to pain. When a person growls and snaps at us at work or at
play, it often speaks loudly about the pain in their lives (although I
first check to see if I contributed). What might happen if those who
lash out unjustly at us received good deeds and blessing instead of
retaliation or judgment (Luke 6:27-28)?
Whenever Jesus touched a life, His life drew out similar
questions that stirred up long buried echoes suppressed from our
distant roots in Genesis 1 and 2 as image-bearers. Universal
questions demand eternal answers. I wonder how the lost would
begin to open up their hearts to us as Jesus’ 21st century
representatives, if we would consistently approach them like this
without judgment. Perhaps they would respond to us, similar to how
they were drawn to Jesus in the 1st century.
Of course, we first need to see ourselves as redeemed imagebearers. And this project all depends on how much we really want to
change, since the cost could be high.
• Develop eyes to see the healthier responses from the lost and
acknowledge them openly. These “echoes of a Voice” are
resident even in those without Jesus as they respond in a way
pointing back to God’s original Eden-design. Catch them
doing something good.
• Don’t allow sinful responses to distract us from seeing what
the legitimate, God-given needs are beneath the surface.
Especially in those who cause you pain. They are
unknowingly attempting to satisfy legitimate needs through
illegitimate, counterfeit means. Speak to the authentic Godgiven core need, like Jesus did, rather than railing on the
counterfeit. Think of their painful response as the tip of an
iceberg pointing to the massive pain below the waterline.
The great Christian mathematician, Pascal, reminds us that
unmet longings are signposts pointing to our Creator-God, “the
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miseries of a dethroned monarch.” We are fashioned in the image of
the Trinity, the “Community-God.” These echoes point us home. So
we long after them, often striving to fill these legitimate needs in
illegitimate ways.
These echoes of a Voice are quiet enough to be drowned out for
a time in the hustle and bustle of daily life. They are also distinct
enough to persistently pop up at inconvenient times, no matter how
much the lost attempt to suppress these echoes of a Voice. As we
partner with God and with one another to impact the lost, part of the
process is for us to intensify these echoes through our presence and
our actions. Our lives act as a megaphone to amplify these echoes so
they shout louder and clearer. Let them know: “There must be
more!”1
Yes, and More came. He now has a face and a name, Jesus!
I wonder if it’s worth it to you to commit a significant season of
your life to experiment on this project. Set aside one day to
deliberately view people in your everyday life as image-bearers of
the Father, Son and Spirit, in our occupational, social, and
recreational lives, or as we shop. This Community-God loves the lost
so much that the Father sent His Son to suffer, die and be raised
again for them. The relational Trinity pursues those with whom you
rub elbows each day. I want us to reflect together as to what the
Beautiful News is and how we can pass it on to encourage others to
give their lives to Jesus. Observe life and begin to gather experience.
Explore together as community.
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6. John 16:8-11
"And [the Spirit], when He comes, will convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;
concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and
concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father
and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been judged” (John
16:8-11, emphasis).
Practically, as we witness in these three arenas of sin,
righteousness and judgment, the Spirit of God will back our words
with His divinely powerful presence. He convicts. I’m not a
particularly clever or convincing evangelist. Particularly for someone
like me, it only makes common sense to share with the world of
people who are separated from Jesus in a way the Spirit of God
promises to validate with His partnering presence. The Spirit is
powerful, effective! So, what does Jesus mean by sin, righteousness
and judgment? Jesus defines each of the three for us.
1. “Concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.” Jesus is
not speaking of “sins,” like breaking the Ten Commandments. Jesus
clearly defines the sin as not believing in Him. That is, not
committing ourselves fully to Him and to what He offers. In the
Book of Acts, the 1st century church conquered with the cry, “Jesus
is Lord!” They fully embraced Jesus Christ. Look how Jesus
approached the lost. He promised a Kingdom to Nicodemus (John 3),
living water that satisfies forever to the Samaritan woman at the well
(John 4), and presented Himself as the Bread of life, the Light of the
world, the Gate for protection and abundance, the Good Shepherd,
and the Resurrection and the Life to crowds of unbelievers. This was
Good News, Amazing News, as He presented Himself as the One
who meets their deepest needs. The only barrier to restored
relationship is the sin of not relying on Jesus.
2. “Concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and
you no longer see Me.” Jesus is the only person who ever lived who
never knew death because of sin. He voluntarily laid down His life
for us (John 10:11). Jesus was qualified to go directly to the Father
without passing through death, which is sin’s wages. Jesus is
righteous. As Jesus walked this earth, He remained righteous before
the Father. He had then, and of course still has, a right standing and
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free access into the Father’s presence. He offers this righteousness to
all who choose to become God’s people. Jesus imparts His
righteousness to His people in and through His life and death,
resurrection and ascension. Lift up Jesus and His sinless incarnation
in simple ways so that people can understand and fall in love with
the person of Jesus. Jesus is altogether attractive!
3. “Concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has
been judged.” Satan, the prince of this world, has already been
judged on the cross. The verdict is “guilty of rebellion as charged.”
He is on death row, awaiting the final execution of his sentence when
Jesus returns. In the meantime, he exerts quite a bit of influence. A
living, evil person has set himself against God and against His
people. If the prince of the world is worthy of judgment, so are all
the devil’s followers, that is, all who have not embraced Jesus. Those
who continue to willfully ignore the offer of Jesus and His provision
for abundant life are choosing Satan over God (either actively or
passively by default). God will not violate their ability to choose.
They will get their final wish, although with unintended
consequences, separation from God’s presence for all eternity.
As we evangelize using this third arena, go to the Law (like the
Ten Commandments). The purpose of the Law is to show people that
they are not good (like Jesus did with the rich young ruler in Luke
18:18-25, although unsuccessfully). The Law exposes failure so
people become conscious of sin (Romans 3:20). As a conversational
tool for this 3rd aspect, judgment, begin with a question like: “Would
you consider yourself a good person?” I only know of three primary
answers to this question: “yes,” “no,” and “sort of, kind of.” Think
through these three answers in advance. How could you answer each
one in a way to winsomely engage them?1 If the first two arenas of
the Spirit’s conviction have no impact over time, the Spirit may then
bring conviction in this third and final one. Guilt and shame are not
very long-lasting motivators, but they are still powerful, legitimate,
God-provided ways to bring the lost to connect with the Bread of
Life.
Synthesis: As we have opportunity to share with the lost, first tap
into the first two aspects. Major on these. The provision of Jesus
fully satisfies their deepest needs (“sin,” helps answer the question:
“What does Jesus offer?”). Also lift up the person of Jesus, who
walked this earth as the Second Man, the one who perfectly lived out
the life for which we were designed (“righteousness,” helps answer
the question: “What is Jesus like?” or more broadly, since Jesus is
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the Model Man, “What possibilities exist for ideal human life?”)
Then, if they reject the first two avenues, the law acts as the school
teacher that leads to Christ, like Galatians 3:23-25 (“judgment,”
helps answers the question: “What if they do not receive Jesus?”).
Yes, the law plays a vital role in drawing the lost to Jesus Christ, for
those who have stuffed the Reality of their deep need. All three are
important. Normally, so is the sequence.
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5. Our Creation & Kingdom Authority
Yes, it’s clear that Jesus has all authority to fulfill His calling to
destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8 with Matthew 28:18).
What about His people, though? Do we know who we are? We must
begin with the breathtaking Reality of how good the Good News is!
In Adam, all are dead. By faith we choose Christ and all are made
alive, new creations with new authority and astounding possibilities
(Romans 5:15¬19). Words fail to describe our riches in Christ. Let’s
begin here.
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus… (Ephesians 2:6).
“Seated together with Christ” at the control center of the
universe, far above all our spiritual enemies (Ephesians 1:20-23).
Marinate in this truth. Bask in it until it glows within!
When Jesus launched His ministry at His baptism, the Father
blessed Him with approval, authority and the reminder of
His sonship, as the Spirit descended on Him.
When Jesus returned to Nazareth, He quoted Isaiah 61:1-2 as His
Mission Statement, that is, anointed by the Spirit to preach
Good News and to back it with works of power.
Jesus consistently walked out this Word/works ministry through
the Spirit’s power since the Father was with Him.
Jesus calls His people to such a ministry, training and equipping
His disciples to do in the world what He had done, and even
greater things.
After His death and resurrection, Jesus commissioned all His
people to continue what He had said and done.
In the Book of Acts, His people raised up faith-communities that
multiply by partnering with the Community-God in this
same Word/works Jesus-model.
People and groups are scattered throughout church history that
have believed this and experienced similar ministries.1
Our Commander-in-Chief has not changed His marching
orders…. and will not! Read John 15:18-16:11 from the perspective
of this call on our lives. After describing the intimacy of the Vinebranch relationship, next Jesus describes the relationship of His
people with the world. What does Jesus instruct us regarding
evangelizing? Jot down several ideas for witnessing that you can
draw from this passage before continuing.
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The world is antagonistic against those who follow Jesus without
compromise because it also hated Jesus (15:18).
Jesus selected us out of the world, so the world is at odds with us
(15:19).
Since the world persecuted Jesus, it will also persecute us
(15:20).
They treat Jesus and His people like this because they do not
know the Father, who sent Jesus and sends us (15:21).
Jesus’ life of righteousness (point two under John 16:8-11)
exposed their sin and brought it out into the open (15:22f).
The Holy Spirit witnesses right alongside His people (15:26-27).
Why did Jesus warn His disciples in such strong words about
how the world would treat us? “So that you will not go
astray” (16:1 + 4).
The world will treat us like described in 16:2-3 because they
have never known Jesus or the Father, who sent Jesus.
Therefore, in a few verses, Jesus underscores how vital it is
to begin with Him as we evangelize (“because men do not
believe in me,”).
The Holy Spirit is the One, indispensible requirement for
witnessing (16:5-7).
Jesus gives us a sequence in which to evangelize (16:8-11).
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9. Place Holder
1Peter 3:15
Look what Scripture says about our world.
Genesis 1 – good – Rom 8 groans
Eph 2:1-3
1 John 2
John 15
James 4
So call for us to know our identity, the authority we carry, and
the culture God calls us to sow as we cultivate our “garden plots.”
As we shift more to a strategy of infiltration, we are the
subversive and transforming presence of Jesus in the world as salt
and light. Jesus sends His people into the world to “donate”
ourselves as salt and as light, since we are not of the world, but have
a different Source of life (John 17:16-18). Salt points to a radical
identification with what needs preserved. Light points to a radical
differentiation with what is dispelled. Learn both to live powerfully
in a world that is out of sync with God.
Jesus also calls us salt and light, two interesting corporate
metaphors of effective change agents (multiple grains of salt and
rays of light). For maximum impact they both need to be pure and in
close proximity with what they need to influence. God works, but
there is a valuable part we play in partnering with Him. Paul
persistently shared Jesus, calling us to the same adventure that calls
forth our highest and best.
Is your life in regular proximity with the lost? Salt in a
saltshaker and light under a cover have no impact, no matter how
pure they are. As salt and light, God sends us out as community to
become a people who are “mission points.” We scatter to our daily
occupations and recreation with the vocation and assignments to
shape our little world with His presence.
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
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by men….You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:1314). “A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:14B-16).

Jesus is always our model for character and ministry as He
walked out His journey on earth fully as a man, although He was
still both fully God and fully man in one body without confusion, oh
mystery! How did Jesus actively share the Good News? The Father
sends us just like He did Jesus (John 17:18).
“You know what has happened…how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he
went around doing good and healing all who were under
the power of the devil, because God was with him”
(Peter’s sermon to Cornelius, Acts 10:37-38, emphasis).
God calls us to discern. Be active and simply join what the
Father is doing and saying (John 5:19; 8:28). We are invited into
partnership with a God who is on the move. Certainly, we won’t get
it right all the time. That’s why we talk about “risk.” The risk is not
in actively partnering with the Father. The risk is in whether we
heard His heart correctly or not. And risk-taking always carves out
space for mistake-making. Give yourself and others space to “fail,”
recognizing that what we consider failure is simply the seed for
fresh insight and change.
Our heart follows our investment, and we make no investment
without responding. Are we excited about engaging with the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit in restoring the lost world of people to the
Father’s heart? Now they can finally come home to the home for
which their search has been futile.
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Jesus utilized these Spirit-prepared entry points for the Beautiful
News. If we can identify some of these powerful drives, could they
be God-prepared avenues into the hearts of the lost and the last
today? Are they feint echoes pointing to a dethroned monarch? Are
we in touch with these longings in others?

You have a unique call on your life. We don’t want to reproduce
look-alikes. People are carrying secret yearning for something
“more.” Each of us, regardless of the uniqueness of our call must be
about the “Family business” of evangelism and discipleship in some
way. Listen for the wooing Voice of the shattered image of God
within those separated from God. Ask God to show you the key to
the heart of those in the “garden plot” where God has strategically
placed you. God has deliberately positioned you so you can
influence them.
“I pray…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you
are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have sent me”
(John 17:20-23, emphasis).
The clearest testimony of the Reality of Jesus, the most
irrefutable evidence, is the functioning oneness of the Body of
Christ expressed in and through caring, local faith-communities.
From his perspective sixty years after Jesus’ death, John emphasizes
relational Christianity. He interweaves relationship throughout. God
designed humanity for community. Since “the way in is also the
way on,” are we evangelizing in a way to build unity in community?
We must break free from our very individualistic stereotypes of
sharing the Gospel. Tap into this power of community for
evangelism, like in Jesus’ final prayer in John 17:20-23 above. What
God can do through one individual is special. What God can do
through a unified community is exponential since God designed
humanity with a necessity for community. Gathering together to
strengthen the Family of God is crucial. Personal freedom develops
healthy community, the eloquent witness that Jesus has been sent by
the Father.
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All this happens patiently and in the timing of our Team-ofThree. What else do we need as a witness? Simply partner with the
Spirit to live out the Good News and to tell others the story of what
you have experienced of this wonderful God. This is how Paul
evangelized, with proclamation evangelism and with power/prayer
evangelism and with presence evangelism (1 Thessalonians 1:4-5,
Colossians 4:2-6). Both/And/And.

John 15:18-16:11 is loaded with tips for how to share our faith.
We as the church make visible the beauty and radiance of God, and
this attracts hungry hearts to Him. The intention is to draw the
whole world to love God and to serve Him in a way that is easier
and simpler than any could imagine. History indicates that the most
effective strategy for change, for revolution—at least on the scale
intended for the Kingdom of God—comes from a minority working
from the margins.

III. Informal Missionaries
NOTES:
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2. Getting a “G-R-I-P”
My hand represents some simple values and tools that follow a
healthy perspective on sharing this Good News.
Thumb: Big God: This is the largest, strongest, and most
essential of all five digits. My thumb reminds me to get in touch
with God’s missionary heart of mercy and His provisions for
witnessing.
• God the Father – He has always been the welcoming, “run’n
Father.” Join what He is doing (John 5:17, 19, Luke 15).
• God the Son – Be familiar with the abundance represented in
the seven “I am’s” of John. Learn how He approaches
people.
• God the Spirit – In chapter three, we will look together at a
number of ways our Divine partner comes alongside as we
share.
• God’s People in Community - God designed us in His image
as community-persons. A community responding to each
other in unity, in the world, but not of it, is an eloquent
witness that Jesus has come to save (John 17:17-23), as we
looked at briefly in chapter one in oikos.
Index Finger: Be Intentional
This finger is used for pointing. It
reminds me to be intentional. The
God who created you and this
universe has tapped you on the
shoulder to partner with Him in His
crusade to win His prodigal world
back to Himself. Look for
opportunities to turn the
conversation to spiritual matters.
Deliberately put yourself in
situations you may not normally
choose. Linger with the lost. Risktake as salt and light. Bless others with God’s compassion,
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exploring to discover what the Father is doing (John 17:19). Lay
hands on to pray, when possible, since few people refuse a blessing.
Middle Finger: HIS Story: This is the longest finger. This
middle finger represents learning a simple, flexible presentation of
the Good News and sowing it into others. Although the message is
foolish to some and a stumbling block to others, the Beautiful News
is the power of God for all who are saved (1 Corinthians 1:18-25).
Learn to tell HIS story well and freely wield this sharp sword. John
5:24, Romans 6:23 and the seven “I am” statements are a good
place to begin. Trust the power released through His Word.
Ring Finger: Relationship: A ring represents commitment to a
relationship, like in a marriage. You have heard someone ask a lovesick guy, “Have you popped the question?” Invite others in with
questions that lead to deepening web relationships (initially with us,
but ultimately with God). Good questions arouse interest as long as
we genuinely want to learn more about the person, not as a ploy
though. If you have a heart for their treasure (i.e. their children,
interests), they will open up. F-I-R-E questions in love (Family,
Interests, Religious/spiritual background, Exploratory questions
about their spiritual walk, if appropriate). After exploring what they
value in family and interests, including occupation and/or hobbies, I
have never yet had anyone offended when I have asked, “If you
don’t mind me asking, what is your spiritual background?”
Everyone has a spiritual background…even an atheist who replies
“none.” Their answers, however, reveal a lot about where they are
spiritually, especially if you listen with L-shaped listening
(vertically to God and horizontally to people.)
Pinky Finger: MY Story: The pinky is the smallest of our
fingers, but still important to get a solid grip. The pinky represents
our personal, 3-minute testimony, Telling MY Story. Eventually,
you may have several entry points into your life, each targeted to a
relevant echo of the Voice of the shattered image of God prior to
your salvation (each Christian has a restored image now, Colossians
3:10). A revival broke out in the village of the Samaritan woman
when she gave her testimony in John 4. Paul shared his testimony
three times in the book of Acts because it’s so powerful. Emphasize
aspects of your story that relate to the concerns and interests of the
one you are sharing with. Keep your focus on bridging God with
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your friend. No one can refute your own experience. As you
develop your testimony, learn it well enough that even when
nervousness and attack from the enemy come, you still push
through. Make it personal without religiosity.
As a reminder as you reach out to your oikos, some will respond
in ways that may bring us pain. Your lost world of friends may be
confused by the change in you. Your life is also a wordless
challenge to their existing worldview. When challenged or
confused, many either lash out or go into turtle-mode. This is simply
evidence that the Spirit may be working inwardly in their
conscience, so don’t be offended or quit on them. Saul (later Paul)
lashed out the harshest just before his conversion. 1 Jesus reminded
His disciples in John 15:18-16:4 to expect lash back because of our
changed relationship with the world of lost people.
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1. Living with a Divine “Must”
Four “Room” Learning Process for Disciples1
From Cultivating DiscipleMaking (1 Thess) – others?
How do we intentionally deepen these five great pathways of
discipleship in our own lives?
Now, then how do we pass them on to others as good stewards?
What follows is a very flexible, adaptable training model. Begin
to work through each of the five big-picture pathways of
discipleship by moving from Room 1 through to Room 4 (or at least
firmly into Room 3). Our level of learning is not complete until we
can pass it on to others.2
As a context, keep asking: “What’s God’s part and my part?”
We cannot do anything spiritual without the empowering ministry
of the Spirit. And the Spirit will not complete the process without
our collaborative effort. Both/And.
So, how do we experience change in an arena of discipleship?
How do we learn and grow?
In order to make any aspect of discipleship our own, whether
worship or mission, whether our relational, Biblical or intentional
responses, we must be open to learn (First Room). Without
openness, very little happens spiritually until the person has a Godencounter. Since God is a God of “more,” an ongoing key to growth
is openness to become a lifelong life-learner and doer. I personally
look for F.A.T. people to spend extended time with (Faithful,
Available, Teachable).
In the Second Room, we choose to put out the necessary effort,
passion and persistence towards deliberate practice. Over time,
practice begins to change our skills and values in the arena of our
focus. Studies indicate that “deliberate practice” is the primary
factor common to all who have achieved great success. “Deliberate
practice” embraces the watchful eye of a competent coach as we
respond to follow all the specifics and all the little things asked of
us. This is one reason we do this “more than Bible study” approach
to learning. Together in a group, we have open feedback to grow
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quickly.3 One leader said, “Do it 200 times, then come together and
talk.”
“When a child is learning to walk and falls down 50 times
they never think to themselves ‘this isn't for me.’ Keep that
childish drive!!” (Warren Buffett).
The Third Room is life-style. This discipline is now familiar,
something we do more automatically as a normal part of our daily
lives. We see more opportunities and seize them when they arise.
In this Fourth and final Room, we now pass along this
discipline, skill or truth to others. Of course, we only pass along
well who we are. No wonder we first build a solid baseline in our
own lives as a life-style.
This flexible and adaptable process is simple and intuitive as we
experience incremental change so we are able to help others to
grow. Don’t expect growth to always be neat and tidy, though this
model provides a broad roadmap to evaluate our healthy progress.
We don’t really know something until we pass it along to others.

Swinging Doors into Each Room
What makes this so powerful?
You may have noticed the four swinging doors through which
we enter into each room. How do we normally move from one room
into the next? What may block progress for a time? By contrast,
what launches progress at other times?
The First Swinging Door into openness is a catalyst igniting
hope. If we do not
have some
reasonable hope or
expectation that other
possibilities exist, we
tend to settle where
we are. How does the
Spirit fire up this
catalytic hope within us? Many ways.
• Personally, we may directly and sovereignly experience
something happen to us in this discipline that takes off past
blinders.
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•

God may also use others, like someone or a group who prays
for us.
• We may see this in a credible witness whom we respect.
This is a reason to tell stories and pass on the baton, like
John the Baptist did for Jesus’ first two disciples, John and
Andrew.
• This credible witness may a trusted author, or the Bible
itself, timeless truth.
• Since we are relational beings, imitation is powerful
(1 Thess. 1:6a). Get around a community practicing this.
As an illustration of the power of peers: your child wants to
learn to surf. Perhaps you put him under a surf instructor with
private lessons. However, if instead you put him in a surf school
with peers with an eagerness to learn, your child’s ability to risktake may skyrocket. Our reticence to risk breaks off naturally as we
are around peers who enjoy the process. We need each other!
Second Swinging Door: When we decide to step out spiritually,
we will encounter spiritual opposition. Look at Jesus’ model. The
wilderness temptation came after His baptism. Develop a healthy
theology of pain and suffering so you are not surprised by any fiery
trial. Mentors, lay this early-on in their lives, like Paul did in 1
Thess 3:7. Spiritual opposition comes because we live in a fallen
world, because we want to hug our comfort zone or from our
enemy’s attack. Spiritual opposition actual develops true grit in us
(passion coupled with perseverance) when we lean into Jesus. Push
through and be launched forward in this arena.
Third Swinging Door: Don’t get weary in well-doing because
we will reap a lifestyle in due time, if we don’t settle for less than
God’s best.
Now that we have a life-style, we move into the room to pass
along what is now a life-style through the Fourth Swinging Door.
This demands vision and reflection and passion. We begin to see
others around us who need what we have experienced (vision). In
order to pass it on though, we must reflect on our personal journey
in light of Scripture. Vision stirs up a desire to reflect on our
process, discerning what is essential from what was merely unique
for us. Passion for others will not let us go in until we are giving it
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away. Ask the Spirit of God for wisdom to sift through the
fundamental from the merely occasional, unique to us.
Pass it along in reproducible steps in a way that connects. This
may be to just one person, or it may become a ministry. 4 After
passing it on once, bring it back to the drawing board, evaluate and
modify the process. We agreed to disciple the first couple who asked
my wife and me by responding, “Yes, we will if you will be our
guinea pigs because we are still learning.”
And beware of settling as a Christian. All four of the swinging
doors swing both ways. We may walk into the next room, and we
may also slide back and settle for less than God has for us. Since we
have an active enemy pulling us down, if we are not progressing, we
are being pulled back down since all the doors swing both ways. For
instance, look at our life as a motorboat aimed upstream. If we drift,
we are actually being pulled downstream by the current. Risk-take.

We choose to become infiltrators because we know the
condition of the world of lost people with its active enemy.
• People are dead and cannot respond, incapable of anything
that brings merit before God.
• They are lost and cannot save themselves.
• We are convinced that a person without Jesus is separated
from relationship with God for all eternity, their choice by
rejecting Jesus.
• They are blind and stumbling toward a real hell.
• The world of people is fallen and the whole system is a
prisoner of sin.5
• We also have a powerful and personal adversary. He is a liar
and deceiver, a thief and a murderer, a wily serpent and a
ferocious dragon, who also disguises himself as an angel of
light to blind minds and tempt. His unrelenting task is to
attempt to separate people from intimacy with God.6
This is why Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil (1 John
3:8b). This also means, though, that we enter into a ferocious battle
between the Kingdom of God and the dominion of a desperate
enemy who knows he has been defeated.
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This eternal life Jesus brings to us comes pre-packaged with a
“must” to intentionally go. Become agile infiltrators in our vocation,
our neighborhoods, our recreation, flexing in the non-essentials,
while holding firmly to the essentials.
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with
that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit”
(John 20:21b-22).
God takes full time ministers and disguises them as teachers, as
carpenters, as office workers, as project managers, as students, as
moms. He then sends us out to infiltrate our work-world and
neighborhood life. Especially since our society today is a mosaic of
cultures, languages and religions, we will not fulfill the Great
Commission to “make disciples of all nations” without intentionally
crossing into other cultural mosaic pieces right in our own society.
Read this powerful verse again slowly, savoring the “so that.”
I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that
you will have a full understanding of every good thing we
have in Christ (Philemon 6, emphasis added).
The pathway into discovering meaning in life and God’s destiny
for us leads in part through sharing Jesus with others. God designed
us this way because we are partners together in Jesus’ ongoing
mission to redeem and restore a people for Himself.
Most sin is simply an illegitimate attempt to meet a legitimate,
God-given need. For instance, Nicodemus had an unfilled longing
for deeper spirituality. He had unsuccessfully attempted to fill this
longing by studying Scripture and teaching others. Jesus simply told
Nic, “You must be born again to experience the Kingdom I offer.”
The Samaritan woman at the well in John 4 was living in adultery.
Her attempt to fill a deep longing for relationship, to count with
another, drove her to attempt to fulfill this need in a counterfeit way
that ate away at her.
In the past, most strategies to evangelize have focused on sins,
the counterfeit attempt to find meaning in life outside of the Triune
God. “Make them aware of their awful sins.” “Bring them to the
Law!” And, by the way, the Law does play n important role, just not
the initial one.
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I would like to suggest that something lies beneath the outward
pattern of sins, an unfulfilled longing. I believe Jesus first had eyes
to see these unsatisfied longings as signposts pointing to the
shattered image of God. This is how Jesus related His abundance so
effectively to the lost and to the last. Our aim is not to secure
agreement. That is a work of the Spirit. It is, however, important to
understand what Scripture says about the most impacting
personality in world history, since it’s the most influential book ever
written. The Spirit backed Jesus’ approach in the 1st century and will
also back it today.7
Why do we actively share our faith?
God is the missionary God.
The world is lost.
The Father’s large heart is broken. Jesus weeping over
Jerusalem, Romans 6 arms outstretched, 3-fold parable in Luke 6.
We grow in our knowledge of all good things.
Are you all in with Jesus or are you holding back? Has the
Father, Son and Spirit done anything in your life? If so, then you
have something to tell others. And as you do, your spiritual life will
continue to blossom.

Each one of us has access to a different world of unique friends
and acquaintances in our God-given “garden plot” (if you don’t
have your own, “borrow” from a friend!) Therefore God has created
each one of us and equipped us as disciples with unique gifts, styles
and personalities, and a unique calling to penetrate our oikos as
infiltrators and informal missionaries. Disciples…
“…are learning to become like Jesus in both word and works.
God’s goal for you when you came to Jesus was more than a
little insurance for a later life. It was for a revolutionary
experience today that would alter the course of society….To
call men and women to Christ to change their inner being, the
way they think, the way they live, the way they breath, the way
they interrelate with one another.”8
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And please don’t let the magnitude of our calling or the stark
contrast with our personal experience detour us from belief leading
to action. This is God’s call on your life…and on mine. The New
Testament church was also confronted with this “gap” between
God’s call and their experience. The following underscores this
awesome call.
“God ordered his world in such a way that his own work within
that world takes place [through] the human beings who reflect
his image….God intends his wise, creative, loving presence
and power to be reflected—imaged, if you like—into his world
through his human creatures. He has enlisted us to act as his
stewards in the project of creation.”9
In Ephesians 1:3-14, Paul writes of the cosmic range of God’s
purpose. This plan is linked firmly to God’s action in choosing and
calling a particular people. Newbigin writes this about our destiny.
“[It] has its origin in the eternal being of the triune God before
the creation; it has its goal in the final unity of the whole
creation in Christ; and meanwhile the secret of this cosmic
plan, the foretaste of its completion, has been entrusted to
these little communities of marginal people scattered through
the towns and cities of Asia Minor….The contrast between the
vision of a vast cosmic purpose and the present reality of
pitifully weak and insignificant community drawn (apparently)
from the least influential elements in society must have
seemed laughable.”10
Yes, it seems laughable. If you feel among the “least influential,”
though, you fit in perfectly! Check out 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 so we
might “boast in the Lord” and not in ourselves. Will we believe our
past experience and our small view of God’s potential to use us? Our
poverty or God’s promises and abundance?
Yes, the Father, Son and Spirit have done this work for us. We
are also participants in this most urgent work. We have been enlisted
to partner in something far greater than ourselves. Have we gone
AWOL, diverted by pursuing our own dreams or hiding from our
destiny? Or have we joined the fray with our Commanders-in-Chief,
pursuing our highest and best?
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Become inviters-&-includers, infiltrators, and informal
missionaries to the God-given “garden plot” you have without ever
leaving. We focused on the first two. To be exposed to some
preliminary thoughts of being an informal missionary, go to the free
PDF, Pursued by Community, describing some ways we partner with
our missionary God.
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4. Following our Mobile Missionary God
Our current U.S. culture closely resembles the first three
centuries of the Christian movement when God’s people were
marginalized in the context of a pluralistic world. At that time, the
church was a movement, not an institution. How can we learn to look
through 1st century Christian eyes and recover their heart?
Think some more about how the Father and Spirit partnered
together with Jesus to evangelize. We have been similarly called
(John 20:21). Jot down what relates to evangelism in the passage.
“You know what has happened…how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he
went around doing good and healing all who were under
the power of the devil, because God was with him”
(Peter’s sermon to Cornelius, Acts 10:37-38).
This is not only how Jesus evangelized, it’s also how the Father,
Son and Spirit are sending His people to evangelize in the 21st
century. The Spirit knows how to relate to people, ones who are
broken, profoundly blind, stubborn, angry, bitter, and in bondage,
like those we bump against. So He walks with us relationally. All the
while He helps us to give people space so He has room to reach
deeply into their lives with the incredible kindness and beauty of the
Triune God.
Our God has always been the missionary God, reaching out in
order to include new creations into His Community. The whole of
Scripture declares God to be a missionary God. God’s plan in the
Old Testament was to use Israel to bless the nations. God’s heart has
always been for the nations (see Psalm 2:8). To underscore Who is
doing this, God Himself states five times “I will.”
“I will make you into a great nation and
I will bless you;
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you
I will curse; and
all people on earth will be blessed through you”
(Genesis 12:2-3, emphasis added).
Just as the Community-God blessed mankind at creation
(Genesis 1:28), He sends His people to bless “all people on earth.”
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The Prophets foresaw the time when the King of the earth would
extend His Kingdom to embrace all the earth as the nations returned
to God. In the Gospels, Jesus came again to Israel that they might be
a light to the world. In Acts, the process of bringing the Beautiful
News to the nations accelerated. Now in our current “Acts 29,” we
continue what they began, partnering with Him. “Go therefore”
rings out until Jesus returns in Revelation, after He has made a
people of every nation to worship His Abba Father.
“If God is indeed the true missionary, it was said, our
business is not to promote the mission of the church, but
to get out into the world, find out ‘what God is doing in the
world,’ and join forces with him.”1
The Father, Son and Spirit “must” bring many sons into a
mutually glorifying relationship with Him. Jesus therefore left the
riches of heaven for the poverty of earth (cp. 2 Corinthians 8:9).
Jesus provides His people with a model for us to live a fully human
life. He then calls us to follow Him, becoming informal missionaries
in our existing web of influence, without even leaving our home or
work environment.
At the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth, after His death and
resurrection, He comes to seven of His disciples who had returned to
fishing for fish, rather than for men. He invites them,
“Come and have breakfast” (John 20:12, emphasis).
Jesus invites Peter to come and relate with Him in close
fellowship over a meal. In this caring context, Jesus then extends
Peter’s call afresh to care for people life-on-life. This time He uses
the imagery of a shepherd to underscore Peter’s lifelong ministry (by
extension, Jesus’ call as shepherds to all His image-bearers).
Peter had denied Jesus three times before His crucifixion and
wept in bitter shame (Luke 22:61-62). Peter’s pain cuts him deeply
as he shares the warmth of the fire with Jesus. He had probably
defaulted more than once in his inner conversation to the deceitful lie
from Genesis 3 (“I’m not enough”). Are you familiar with these
inner dialogs?
Failure is not final with Jesus, simply part of our preparation on
the journey. Jesus restores Peter three times to convey “your
perceived failure in the Kingdom is part-and-parcel of risk-taking.”
Jesus gently reaffirms His one-and-only call on His disciples.
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Then [Jesus] said to [Peter], “Follow me!” (John 21:19).
This Community-God is always inviting, wooing, pursuing. At
the end of time as we know it, Jesus’ relationally based invitation
still remains unchanged. With His arms outstretched to welcome and
bless,2 He tells us, “come.” He invites people everywhere to “come
and see!” “Follow Me!”
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who
hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and
whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of
life (Revelations 22:16-17, emphasis added).
And God’s people at the end of Revelation respond in unison,
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” They model the same ministry to which
you and I are now called as 21st century followers of Jesus, a
reflection of community relatedness among the Trinity. Invite others
to first “Come & See,” in order to also move them beyond to fullorbed disciple-making.
“We need to recognize afresh that the Great Commission
represents a vast and unrelenting search and find
operation” (Eddie Gibbs).
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27. Power Evangelism
1 Thess 1:4-5
John Wimber’s Power Evangelism
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28. The Surpassing Greatness of the NT
Galatians chpt 6 readAlong
Stanley

Final Section – COMPLETE with evangelism
Dup from 13
Every generation of Christians is required to engage their
generation with the new covenant claims of Jesus. Jesus modeled
for us a plan that will effectively work in every culture with every
people in every time. Walk! Words! Works!
Our behavior and our unity in the church underscore rather than
undermine our message (walk). We are to be prepared with a verbal
explanation for why we have chosen to follow Jesus (words). As the
Spirit chooses, we demonstrate the Reality by works of compassion
and power, like Jesus healed and cast out demons (works). The
catalytic intersection of walk, words, and works elegantly presents
Jesus’ claims.
Dup from 13
It’s no secret that the religious landscape in America has shifted.
Post-Christian millennials have low to no tolerance for faith-based
answers to fact-based questions. The Bible is not their authority, just
lime if a Muslim imam appeared to us based on the authority of the
Quran. The are on a happiness quest. When faith becomes an
impediment to happiness, good-bye faith.
Dup from 13
As followers of Jesus, we do not need to change what we
believe, although we probably need to change the way we talk about
what we believe. And when they criticize what is in the Bible, the
OT is normally the target. We do not need to give them answers.
Apologetics is more for Christians who have faith, and is less
effective today.
Dup from 13

140

In the first century, Paul often quoted the OT to support his
message because he spoke to a Jewish audience for whom that was
their authority. In the hey-days of Billy Graham in the 1950’s, God
used him to brings 100,000’s to Christ as he raised his copy of the
Bible and proclaimed, “The Bible says….”.
Post-Christians and even non-Christians still tend to have a
favorable view of Jesus. This is something 1st century believers
didn’t have going for them. The narratives surrounding the life of
Jesus are more important to the church than the OT. Christianity
begins with Jesus.
In the 1st century, when Paul taught to non-Jews, he focused on
the resurrection. 1 Cor 1:22-23, 1 Cor 2:2, Romans 1
Nowhere are we instructed to defend the morality of every event
chronicled in the OT. We do no need archeological finds to prove
our faith. Nowhere are we instructed to defend a text or convince
the bible is authoritative. It is, but they normally first need new life
to understand.
me
“Instead of trying to defend those things, we can shrug,
give ‘em our best confused look, and say ‘I’m not sure why
you’re bringing this up. My Christian faith isn’t based on
any of that. [Or] “I find it all fascinating. Besides, this
doesn’t have anything to do with the foundation of my
faith.]’”1
“The foundation of our faith is not an inspired book. While
the texts included I our New Testament play an important
role I helping us understand what it means to follow Jesus,
they are not the reason we follow….The claims Jesus
made about himself were the driving force.”2
Dup from 13
The Christian faith began with the resurrection of Jesus. Faith
was birthed by an event, not document, although the NT documents
this event. This approach to evangelism in no way diminishes the
importance of Scripture. This is the foundation for our growth as
Christians.
Dup from 13
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Be careful with “The Bible says….” This communicates that the
roots of our faith is the Bible, rather than a personal, living
relationship with the resurrected Jesus Christ as our Lord.
P 3081 Cor 9:20-23 Paul became all things to all people – not
compromising
“Clearly Paul was not married to an approach. He was
married to his mission. He was willing to do whatever it
took to ‘win’ some and ‘save some.”3
311f Paul’s messages in Acts
When the world has trouble with something In the Bible, the
Old Testament is usually the culprit.
253 The proper response to sin is a broken heart. 257 Sin should
break our hearts because sin breaks people and broken people break
the Father’s heart. This is the new covenant, loving like Jesus loved.
257 “It took me far too long to realize I can’t be for people who
are far from God until I feel what the Father feels toward people
who are far from Him.”
257 this approach is less complicated and altogether more
demanding.
Repeatedly, the way we evangelize is to NOT SAY: “The Bible
says…” Seems like a very limited method.
Every generation of followers of Jesus must be prepared with a
verbal explanation Jesus to their generation for the sake of their
generation of why they follow. Our walk must underscore, rather
than undermine, our words. The “Word became flesh and dwelt
among us,” and the “us’ Jesus dwelt among documented it for the
rest of us.
1 Corinthians 1;22-23 and 2:2 – but we preach Christ crucified
“It’s time to stop appealing to the authority of a sacred book to
make our case for Jesus. [This] makes our message successfully
resistible” p 303).
Paul was willing to do whatever it took to “sin” some and
“save” some. 1 Cor. 9:20-23
Acts 13 – Pisidian Antioch Standing in the synagogue
surrounded by somewhat hostile Jews, Paul begins his message by
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recounting Israel’s escape from Egypt before moving to the
resurrection.
In Athens in Acts 17, Paul begins with their statue of the
unknown God

Dup from 13
Dup from 13
Is our method of sharing Jesus as the crucified and resurrected
Savior designed for our culture (the method, not the message), or do
we make it unnecessarily difficult?

Acts
• After the persecution scattered the disciples in Acts 8, in an
astonishingly short span of tie, against unimaginable odds, the
message of Jesus made its way to the heart of the scattered Roman
Empire.
• It was difficult for Jesus’ 1st century followers to hear what
he was actually saying because of what they wanted Him to say.
The same is true for us as our early understanding gets in the way of
seeing from a different angle.
• Two-fold thrust – scatter those who remained in Jerusalem
for XXX years – and convert the fiery Jewish destroyer Saul,
prepare him for XX years and send him on his missionary journeys.
• It wasn’t for some. The so-called Judaizers followed Paul
around and tried to convert NT believers to a blended-covenant
view. Paul was unbending
Stanley

28. Meet Each Person Where They Are
God

2. Becoming Informal Missionaries
God has sovereignly placed each one of us in our exact location.
This missional living means doing the same cultural exegesis,
lifestyle sacrifice, and community invasion that a foreign missionary
undertakes in Asia, Africa, Latin America or the Middle East.
Michael Green wrote about the power of informal missionaries in the
1st century, organically expressed as the spontaneous explosion of a
life captured by Jesus.
“The great mission field of Christianity in converting the
Roman Empire was accomplished by informal
missionaries, people chattering the Gospel to friends and
chance acquaintances in homes and wine shops, on
walks, and around market stalls.”1
This is no surprise! The Father has always been the seeking
Father, running to embrace and bless (Luke 15:20). Jesus instructed
us to go into the entire world to share our faith. Each one of us is
unique, so how do we do this practically?
Learn to think like a missionary and re-align our lifestyle.
Deliberately hang out where non-Christians gather.
Ask your target group enough relational questions so that you
know their personal dreams and dreads.
Be sensitive, but also at times ask challenging questions…Jesus
did. “What is your spiritual background?”
Risk-take and ask God for the “dancing hand of God.”
Develop an incarnational lifestyle that reflects Jesus. Then, when
any subject is broached, your conversation will lead to Jesus
since He is at the foundation of all your values.
Get them involved in what draws them to Jesus, practical liferelated themes (like finances, dealing with loss), a relational,
interactive look at Scripture, coming to worship events,
connecting them with fellow informal missionaries.
Get them into a confrontation with the Father’s love, which is
what can free them from the profound sense of shame and
disconnect that most people in society feel today.
Why must we become informal missionaries in our culture? The
previous “come to our church” philosophy aimed at the large
population of “prodigals” is no longer adequate in our current
culture. In contrast to the 1980’s, the church is now more
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marginalized, and community is essential to reach the mosaic pieces
of our fragmented society. The church must not only invite, but also
become informal missionaries. In The Power of the Story, Leighton
Ford writes,
“North America is now the largest mission field in the
English speaking world. In a real sense we are back in
apostolic times, we are in a missionary situation in our
own country, just as the early church was.”
To reach the world, Jesus trained His followers to be flexible. As
agile followers, we read the changing circumstances and adapt. This
ability to flex from a secure foundation of solid Biblical values and
beliefs helped Jesus’ disciples keep the end in mind, “to make
disciples of all people groups,” which is also an essential focus for
us.
Do we see ourselves as trustees on behalf of all the nations, as
Paul does? We have experienced the Beautiful News through Christ.
We have something the nations desperately need…and our neighbors
around us and at work. This message is not something we have
cleverly devised. It has been committed to us through God’s
creation-intent in Genesis 1 and 2. Lesslie Newbigin uses his mission
experience to personalize for each and every one of us this universal
call on God’s people to pass on the unsearchable riches of Christ,
even without changing geographical locations.
“I have been laid hold of by Another and commissioned to
do so. It is not primarily or essentially my decision. By
ways that are mysterious to me, that I can only faintly
trace, I have been laid hold of by one greater than I and
led into a place where I must make this confession and
where I find no way of making sense of my own life or of
the life of the world except through being an obedient
disciple of Jesus….I am simply the messenger entrusted
with this responsibility to deliver the message.”2
Are we learning to make a bit of sense of the world as we
passionately give away the Beautiful News?
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3. Partnering with God in His Eternal Plan
Ephesians 1 and 3 cosmos
“Skeptic” and “seeker” in this diagram both describe those who
are lost, separated from Christ.
They differ from each other in
their attitude toward
Christianity, and thus our
approach, without ever
changing our message. Seekers
often come to our open groups.
Some may even belong in our
faith-communities before they
believe, experiencing a firsthand taste among us regarding what life
together is about.1 We must go to skeptics with the Good News,
especially doing good works that help alleviate human need and
suffering, especially to the disenfranchised. We must earn their ear
by making a difference to them personally or to their society. Before
sharing Jesus verbally, test their readiness or their selective filters
kick in.
Skeptics don’t trust Christians, even though they may trust Christ
A seeker has had some positive interactions with the Christian community
and trusts to an extent, although they are not yet ready to go all in with
Jesus. A thoughtful challenge to pursue something deeper, like going
through the Gospel of John together, may be appropriate. Any step is fine to
help move closer. Christians need to overcome their fears in asking their
seeking friends to take more steps, particularly service projects like feeding
the poor or orphanage ministry in Mexico.

Jumping ahead, look at the powerful example in 1:7-9a of those
who come to Christ, and immediately engage their friends and
acquaintances as inviters-&-includers. They warmly welcomed
others to “Come & See.”2 Such a faith-response is within the reach
of every Christian who lives incarnationally,3 even new believers,
like in Thessalonica.
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God’s general operating principle from the beginning is: “to
form and to fill,” in that order. In Genesis one, God first formed the
skies, water and land on the first three days. God then filled them on
the next three days. It’s futile to attempt to fill what is not yet
formed. Keep in step with the Spirit. Keep asking what the Father is
doing (John 5:17 + 19). What is the Father forming? Our
Community-God will begin to awakened the conscience (form an
awareness of need) that we can fill with the answer of the Good
News when asked. Are we ready?
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have
(1 Peter 3:15b).
God does this in whole cultures (like in the book “Peace
Child”) and also in individual lives. Salt the conversation and wait
for them to ask. This helps discover what God is doing in the life of
the other. Long before the earth was created, God intended for us to
live in intimacy with Him, and so created us with God-given needs
for relationship, for purpose and for affirmation. As we reflect back
on our own personal journey, our most satisfying experiences have
probably come from these God-created Eden-passions at the core of
our spiritual journey. Look for these longings in others.
• First, see ourselves how God sees us. Embrace relationship
with others who truly know and celebrate us for who we are
while inviting us to know and celebrate them in their
personal uniqueness (relationship).
• Second, adventure that requires our all to accomplish
something with lasting meaning, like nurturing spirituality,
battling for justice, releasing intrinsic beauty, and freeing the
blind and captives. We emulate the heroic (purpose).
• Third, friends to circle around us, accepting us as we are
while also challenging us to our highest and best because
they see in us potentialities far greater than we see in
ourselves (affirmation).
It’s because we are created in the image of this relational God
that loneliness is so crushing, that broken relationships are so
debilitating, that a sense of abandonment is so devastating, that lack
of relationship is so painful. It violates our essential nature, created
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to reflect God’s relational essence. Even in the lost, these sharp,
shattered pieces are there, remnants of the broken Eden-design.
These echoes of a Voice from the past are also God-given points of
entry into their lives. I believe we will find the same needs in their
lives, although perhaps buried under the rubble of painful
experiences.
What if they deny the need? It’s a call for us to take time with
them in community so they will learn to trust. Perhaps they need to
belong before believing. “If we meet resistance, move to
relationship.” Listen to Perry Bowers’ father. He gave some helpful
thoughts regarding what the lost expect.4
• Treat us like people not projects.
• Come and be with us.
• Keep your expectations minimal and give up control.
• Learn to like us and love us!
• Show us that God is relevant (not just tell us).
“People don’t really care what you know until they know
you really care” (John Maxwell).
Does it mean enough to you and to me to engage the lost in
order to move beyond our comfort zone? Philemon 6 is a watershed
verse that determines if we move out of the shallow end of our
spiritual journey. Give it away and accelerate your spiritual growth.

Now What?
After the conclusion of the gripping story of Nicodemus, John
drives home the divide between humanity, those who are separate
from Jesus and experience a living death and those who are in Christ
and experience eternal life. Don’t attempt to soften or minimize the
clear distinction Jesus makes between the lost world and His people.
An infinite chasm lies between death and life. John the Baptist
states,
“Whoever puts his faith in the Son has eternal life, but
whoever rejects the Son will not see that life, for God’s
wrath remains on him” (John 3:36).
A choice lies before each person. Don’t hesitate to teach the
implications of the story, which in this passage in John 3 are a
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challenge and call to commitment to Jesus. “I’m all-in, King
Jesus!” Now, some may not believe what Scripture says. This is
also OK. It’s a process. Partner with the Holy Spirit to be sure the
person understands what Scripture says, and leave conviction to the
Holy Spirit. He does His job rather well (John 16:8-11)!
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4. Paul’s Three P’s of Evangelism
2. OUTWARD EDGE: Compassionate Mission: Kingdom:
Reach out Incarnationally, 1:4-5 (9b-10) Our compassionate God
has a plan for the lost world of people…and it includes you and me.
We experience His presence as King of His unconquerable
Kingdom as His servant/warriors. The Kingdom of God crashes into
the world system to ultimately make things right again after the
devastating Fall of Genesis 3. This great King requires complete
surrender for our highest and best, like the message to the
Thessalonians (“Jesus is King,” Acts 17:7). The Kingdom brings
expansion through disruption. It’s the inbreaking of His presence to
bring to rights what is not right.
Paul understands in 1:4 that God leads by first pouring out His
love to touch particular people with His Kingdom presence, like
Jesus (Matthew 9:35-38). In Jesus’ mission, when He felt
compassionate love, this led to works of power. Love seems to
release power. Compassion often comes before power. Our
confidence to evangelize in mission is God’s initiating choice. The
Father is already here. We just need to tap into what He is already
doing. And we partner with His Kingdom presence initiating through
three shades, like colors in the rainbow:
• through proclamation evangelism
(”our gospel came…with words”),
• through power evangelism (“but also
with power, with the Holy Spirit and with
deep conviction”), and
• through presence evangelism (“you
know how we lived among you”).
Word! Works! Walk!
All three. Both/And/And, not multiple choice. Works of power
are a normal part of the Christian life, primarily, but not exclusively,
targeted toward winning the lost. Do we know the authority we carry
from Christ? All three “P’s” are available toward each person we
share with as sprouting seed to bring forth new life.
Insist on compassionate mission from all in a faith-community.
Since an infinite God has chosen to work through finite creations, we
should not expect everything to fit into nice, neat categories. The
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nature of God working through created persons demands
“paradoxical tensions.”
Learn to embrace both sides of these tensions since partnership
requires such tensions. It’s much easier to jettison one truth or the
other, and settle into a more comfortable position (yet less Scriptural,
and thus less fruitful). Many Scriptural truths, especially in
evangelism and mission, must be held together as unexplainable
tensions.
Is evangelism God’s work or man’s work? Yes! Both/And/And.
And what was the mission target for this group of believers?
From the get-go, these young believers possessed an outward
focused edge to their lives. This almost happy-go-lucky expectancy
burst the seams of the church walls. They became contagious carriers
of Jesus, putting their faith into daily practice. On the way of doing
daily life in the surrounding regions of Macedonia and Achaia (1:79a), they impacted their region.
As they went, perhaps they followed Jesus’ instructions to His
Twelve and looked for a local “person of peace” (Matthew 10:1114). God prepares the hearts of such people with a hunger for Him.
They first open up their hearts to respond to the Beautiful News.
Then pass it along to their oikos (or web of influence). In the 1st
century, the Gospel spread rapidly through these natural channels.
For instance, earlier on this same missionary journey (Acts 16:1618), Lydia was the “person of peace” in Philippi prepared by God to
open up her neighborhood and city for the Beautiful News. God is
still doing this powerfully throughout the world in the 21st century.
The unity and oneness forged through the Spirit in the local
faith-community is an eloquent witness of the truth of Christianity.
See also Jesus’ prayer in John 17:20-23, the power of unity in
community. Everywhere we look, signs jump out that people are
hungering for community and a sense of family and belonging. Beer
commercials, for instance, first sell belonging, not beer. Our world is
in profound need of authentic love and koinonia in community, not
mere socialization. We are therefore a community in mission, with
an outward focus toward the people and the city and region around.
Since we were all created as image-bearers, something of the
shattered image of God lingers. This is common in all humanity,
distorted but not destroyed. This “echo of a voice” from the past is
our target as we pass along the life of Jesus. Where do you hear this
“echo” sounding in their lives?

152

God designed all humanity with God-given needs only He can
fill. Since the Fall in Genesis 3, this emptiness lies deep within those
who are lost. Their futile attempts to satisfy these legitimate needs
with illegitimate means fills them with both frustration and longing.
Look at Hollywood movies or hit song themes. They tap into
authentic, God-given desires that lay unfulfilled in humanity. Scores
of people around us are dying to be noticed, to be understood, to be
cared for in a significant way.
Do we have eyes to see those we come into contact with, like
Jesus did? Tap into these needs for belonging and purpose, justice
and beauty, competence and acceptance, significance or security,
respect and love. All these, and more, emanate from the shattered
image of fallen humanity and are “a voice from the distant past.”
They are light, pointing back to our design. As such, each internal
need is a fertile avenue to touch fallen humanity with the compassion
of the Father through proclamation evangelism, power evangelism
and presence evangelism. Whatever these new disciples received,
they simply passed along to others. Freely we receive and freely we
give.
I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you
will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ
(Philemon 6).
This simple process of giving away what we have received
activates truth in our lives so we also understand it more deeply. So
let’s creatively discover together other intentional ways to bring His
message into our oikos spheres of influence through community to
our generation. Infiltrate as “witnesses.” A witness tells what he/she
has seen and heard…no more. Be carriers of the Good News, even to
the “least of these,” those on life’s margins, some of whom we
bump into at work.
We scatter to our everyday lives with the ministry call and Godassignments to engage our world with His presence since “Jesus is
Lord of all!” We don’t need to cross an ocean. Look around in your
school or workplace, in your recreation or shopping where God has
strategically placed you.
And what is our message? What did the three-week old
Thessalonian believers “trumpet” wherever they went? Read verses
1:9b-10 and list out what you see as the content of the message.
What a brilliant summary!
They turned from idol worshipping to God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ (that’s faith), to serve God who is both living and
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true (love), and to wait for His Son, Jesus, who will return in power
for His people (hope). All this flows out of the merit of Jesus’
resurrection from the dead, passed on to us through faith in Christ.
Jesus, you have no rival, no equal!
What the early believers heard is “Jesus is King” (Acts 17:7).
This regal focus demands our wholehearted allegiance. God calls His
people to extend their local presence through evangelism and
renewal to their city/region. And He simultaneously calls His people
to expand by reproducing faith-communities having the spiritual
DNA to multiply, “making disciples of all people groups.”

Paul gives us a glimpse into how he planted vibrant faithcommunities in the first book he wrote, 1 Thessalonians. He
evangelized like Jesus, matching together preaching and dialoging
from the Word with works of compassion and power flowing out of
His walk or way of life lived with the Father.
Word. Works. Walk.
In 1 Thessalonians 1:5, he sketches out these three aspects of
holistic evangelism, proclamation, power and presence evangelism,
another divine triad.
…our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also
with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.
You know how we lived among you for your sake (1
Thessalonians 1:5).
Proclamation (“our gospel came to you…with words”) The
Word of God is the power of God to save (1 Corinthians 1:18).
Relate God’s truth through your own experience with Jesus in a
relational way that intersects their present needs. Learn to
communicate portions of the Good News in a way that makes others
thirsty, asking for more. A whole range of ways exists to share God’s
truth so don’t get locked into just one style, although it’s good to
learn one, solid, flexible plan.
Power (“not simply…but also with power, with the Holy Spirit
and with deep conviction”) The Holy Spirit comes and witnesses to
His Word alongside His people. Salvation is more than a rational
presentation of the Good News. Earlier we looked at Colossians
4:2:6. Evangelize with the touches of prayer, presence and
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proclamation. Notice how in Paul’s earliest book, 1 Thessalonians,
power takes the place of prayer. Really, there is no difference.
Without prayer there is no power. Works of power are a result of
prayer, both with a goal of bringing deep conviction leading to faith
in Christ. The Spirit also works in a trans-rational way to confirm the
Beautiful News about Jesus. Jesus comes into our world on His
terms. The Community-God expresses compassion and power
through works that support the truthfulness of the words. His words
were matched together with His works, works like healing, words of
knowledge, casting out demons, etc.. Today Jesus also comes into
our world on His own terms. Bless people with this.
Presence (“You know how we lived among you for your sake”)
Relate authentically with people where they are in their lives, in the
good times and tough times. Focus on people and their needs as a
servant seeking their highest and best. Approach each person as an
image-bearer, even if the image is shattered.
Word! Works! Walk!
Proclamation! Power! Presence!
All three synergistically working together in tandem in
community as we partner with the Spirit of God to rescue a lost
world.
“I look upon this world as a wrecked vessel. Its ruin is
getting nearer and nearer. God said to me, ‘Moody, here
is the lifeboat—rescue as many as you can before the
crash comes!’” (D. L. Moody).
Build faith-communities as lifeboats for the lost. As Paul
passionately proclaims, enter the lives of the lost where they are.
Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am
compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the
gospel!...Though I am free and belong to no man, I make
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.
To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To
those under the law I became like one under the law…, so
as to win those under the law. To those not having the law
I became like one not having the law…, so as to win those
not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the
weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all
possible means I might save some. I do all this for the
sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings (1
Corinthians 9:16-23).
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What a model of an agile disciple, bending and adapting on
cultural non-essentials, while responding for a solid baseline of
essentials.
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5. The Magnitude of our Call
Each one of us has access to a different world of unique friends
and acquaintances (if you don’t have your own, “borrow” from a
friend!) Therefore God has created each one of us and equipped us as
disciples with unique gifts, styles and personalities, and a unique
calling to penetrate our oikos as informal missionaries. Disciples…
“…are learning to become like Jesus in both word and
works. God’s goal for you when you came to Jesus was
more than a little insurance for a later life. It was for a
revolutionary experience today that would alter the course
of society….To call men and women to Christ to change
their inner being, the way they think, the way they live, the
way they breath, the way they interrelate with one
another.”1
And please don’t let the magnitude of our calling or the stark
contrast with our personal experience detour us from belief leading
to action. This is God’s call on your life…and on mine.The New
Testament church was also confronted with this “gap” between
God’s call and their experience. The following underscores this
awesome call.
“God ordered his world in such a way that his own work
within that world takes place [through] the human beings
who reflect his image….God intends his wise, creative,
loving presence and power to be reflected—imaged, if you
like—into his world through his human creatures. He has
enlisted us to act as his stewards in the project of
creation.”2
In Ephesians 1:3-14, Paul writes of the cosmic range of God’s
purpose. This plan is linked firmly to God’s action in choosing and
calling a particular people. Newbigin writes this about our destiny.
“[It] has its origin in the eternal being of the triune God
before the creation; it has its goal in the final unity of the
whole creation in Christ; and meanwhile the secret of this
cosmic plan, the foretaste of its completion, has been
entrusted to these little communities of marginal people
scattered through the towns and cities of Asia
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Minor….The contrast between the vision of a vast cosmic
purpose and the present reality of pitifully weak and
insignificant community drawn (apparently) from the least
influential elements in society must have seemed
laughable.”3
Yes, it seems laughable. If you feel among the “least
influential,” though, you fit in perfectly! Check out 1 Corinthians
1:26-31 so we might “boast in the Lord” and not in ourselves. Will
we believe our past experience and our small view of God’s potential
to use us? Our poverty or God’s promises and abundance? Yes, the
Father, Son and Spirit have done this work for us. We are also
participants in this most urgent work. We have been enlisted to
partner in something far greater than ourselves. Have we gone
AWOL, diverted by pursuing our own dreams or hiding from our
destiny? Or have we joined the fray with our Commanders-in-Chief,
pursuing our highest and best?
“The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its
donation” (Corrie Ten Boon, emphasis added).
Jesus sends His people into the world to “donate” ourselves as
salt and as light, since we are not of the world, but have a different
Source of life (John 17:16-18). Salt points to a radical identification
with what needs preserved. Light points to a radical differentiation
with what is dispelled. King Jesus came to turn the world right side
up, and will use us as His hands and feet, His touch and voice. He is
the light that lights every man and woman.4 If our Christianity is
lukewarm (see Jesus’ words in Revelation 3:15¬16), how can we be
the subversive, explosive catalyst that the Father, Son and Spirit call
us to be as change-agents?
Look again at John 4 before continuing. Rethink how Jesus
approached this needy woman. Stop. Make your learning active and
jot down some ideas before reading mine.
Be intentional and go “there” (incarnational) – 4:4-6;
Engage them on their own turf – 4:7-8;
Stay on track with their spiritual thirst – 4:9-10;
Explore the spiritual realm – 4:11-14;
Speak graciously to their felt need – 4:15-18;
Avoid theoretical discussions that sidetrack – 4:19-24;
Tell them the Good News clearly – 4:25-26.
How would our practices change if we really imitated Jesus?
Does this feel a bit overwhelming?
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If so, I have great news for each of us who know Jesus
personally. Living within us is the most powerful “search engine” in
the universe, more powerful than Google and Yahoo combined, the
Holy Spirit. Talk about quick and accurate! One of His roles within
the Trinity is to search the heart of the Father, the greatest reservoir
of knowledge in the world
(1 Corinthians 2:9-10). He reveals to His people the good things that
He has promised us for today, but that we have not yet realized in
our understanding or perhaps in our experience.
In addition to the ministry of the Spirit, I hope you are
discovering the power of natural, community learning, where a group
of like-minded followers of Jesus come together to learn and do and
grow together. As you work through life together, please interlace
often with the question: “What are we going to do about this?” How
does this affect our worship, our mission, our disciple-making? Antsteps are fine. The Community-God will meet you on the way.
However, if Jesus is authentically transforming our lives in koinonia
in community, our lives as “salt” and “light” must come in close
contact with those we desire to draw into relationship with the
Community-God.
We certainly cannot save anyone. However, as we witness
together, keep the end in mind. Jesus is about restoring intimacy and
immediacy with the Divine Family of Three. Jesus’ mission is
worthy of investing our entire lives into. It’s the “family business.”
Listen to the passion in this excerpt. God created us for
something bigger and better than anything we can imagine,
something worthy of investing our entire lives into.
“God has made a powerful package when He redeems
you out of darkness and brings you into light, and fills you
with His Spirit, and fills you with His understanding and
His teaching, and fills you with His Presence, and
addresses you and blesses you and goes with you in
every circumstance and situation and most of you are
living as if none of that is true….Folks, do you understand
what a powerful, dynamic force has gripped you? Do you
understand the God you serve; do you understand the
power that’s at your fingertips, at your beckoning? You
can change the course of people’s lives.”5
Listen also to the passionate words of our Master, imploring
“follow me” (John 21:19). How are we responding? Are we “Getting
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a Grip” on this marvelous story of the ages so we can pass it along
to others? The Community-God meets us on the way as we take
“ant-steps” together.
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6. Bridges & Bombs
World
Flesh
Devil
Provision
God the Father
God the Son
God the Spirit
Creation Design, Identity, Authority, Culture
Community of God
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6. Called to “Make Disciples”
My perspective as I aim to develop faith-communities to
multiply disciples in groups as small as 3-5 is the progressive facets
of Jesus’ ministry. This is an ongoing process of lifelong lifelearning and doing, shared life in community through mutual
authenticity. What amazing power is released through Spirit-led
intentionality when it’s part of authentic community, like Jesus
modeled in His three training tiers. Jesus provides His people with a
broad, practical approach to Small-Group training in the 21st
century with His three-tiered process
Jesus’ three-tiered training

Chandler – Four ideas on multiplying the Church
1. Gospel centered multiplication – At 2:15 God meets us right
where we are, emotionally and spiritually- preached at a harvest
centered around a harvest –
2. 23 delivered up by – 36 let all…made Lord, whom you
crucified – God tells us the truth about ourselves -
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Ongoing Renewal, Personal & Corporate
William Bridges stuff
Jesus walked in an incredible freedom as He kept in step with
the Spirit and did what He saw the Father doing. No wonder people
were so drawn to Him, and especially the marginalized. He calls His
followers into such a life arising from our identity resting solidly in
our Family-of-Three.
Then we have nothing to prove or to protect. We are free to
serve others, regardless of what we get out of it.
Such a free life as Jesus lived is attractive, winsome. It also
exposes the judgmental prejudices in others that flow from a
legalism that undermines freedom. Such mental fortresses often
hide. Those who walk in control and judgment, in anger and put
downs, flowing out of legalism are so unaware that they may even
justify this with quotes from the Bible, normally from the OT. And
such religious people will lash out at those who walk in true
freedom in Christ.
In order to walk as new wineskins, we must practice ongoing
renewal that keeps us centered on God’s presence and provision in
Christ.
. Now they can adapt and flex from a solid spiritual foundation,
strengthening all three great pathways of discipleship. Know why
you do certain practices. And don’t ever feel spiritual because you
do a practice. I believe in temporary spiritual disciplines, but intend
to practice these as a concrete way to put myself in God’s presence
and never to look good to others or be deceived that these make me
spiritual.
Spiritual disciplines today – presence of God – test joy or
weight, although discipline not embraced by our flesh.
Jesus seized teachable moments to expose the deceitful bondage
of their hyper-religious legalism through on-the-spot training.
Neither legalism nor license is God’s plan, but freedom in
Christ to serve one another humbly in love. This is true discipleship.
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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another (John 13:34-35, emphasis).
It’s easy to criticize the 1st century disciples for their bondage
to manmade religious beliefs and practices. Are we able to honestly
examine our own eyes to ask how much of this deceit has steeped in
over the years?
If we have settled for less than God intends for us today, we
may also need such a religious-reboot.
God created His people as vice-regents with Him (Genesis 1:2628). Since Genesis 3, God’s missionary heart has always longed to
reach those unto the ends of the earth. He equipped and
commissioned Israel to partner with Him in His missionary thrust to
be a light to the Gentiles (Isaiah 42:6-14). Even though God’s call to
Israel is clear (Isaiah 67:2, 45:22, 66:19; Psalm 96:3), yet it was
seldom fulfilled (see the short book of Jonah), especially in the 1st
century as they isolated from outsiders. Fortressing up is a clear sign
of hyper-religiosity.
Instead of getting them busy with a job, they watched Jesus
relate naturally with His Father and serve and minister to others out
of an inner freedom that released generosity and compassion,
kindness and power. They learned to love God and to love people
like Jesus does and to experience the spiritual authority Jesus
carries. All this as image-bearers for the sake of generously serving
others, God’s original and unchanging plan (“I do it & you watch”
type-training).
The Spirit changes us as we reflect on the doing, not in simply
knowing.
First draw them into freedom in Christ so their identity does not
come from what they do (see Luke 10:17-20). Now we can develop
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an ability to cope with the unexpected as credible witnesses to their
circle of contacts.
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9. MISC DISTRIBUTE
The greatest story ever told. We now have the ability to share
God’s unfinished Family business. First thing after empty tomb
discovered, “go and tell” Matt 28 “Go therefore into…”
Commissioned to go and tell. Go start telling people about Jesus.
“Jesus is alive. We communicate and He cares about you.”
Unfinished experience, not yet seen Jesus. Still in-process. Tell the
part you know. “I don’t know why. I can tell you what I have
experience of Jesus, although it’s still raw and unfinished.”
How comfortable do you feel to approach a person at work as an
inviter-&-includer when you feel that Holy Spirit nudge? Or a
stranger on the street? Here are two possible lead-ins to begin with.
Yet practice this enough to develop your own approach.
“I’m a follower of Jesus and developing my comfort-level in
praying for people. I wonder if there’s anything I can pray for?”
Or when you observe a visible need, say: “I’m a follower of
Jesus.” If appropriate, add “I believe Jesus is alive. He sees you
right where you are and cares.”
Our primary desire is not just to pray for them or see them
healed or provide an easier life or even give them a prophetic word.
Our desire is to see them translated from spiritual death into
spiritual life. This is their essential need, although any need may be
the pathway to get there. Patiently do our part, though only the Holy
Spirit can save. Maintain the tension! God’s call on our life is
unique. Don’t become a look-alike of others. Stretch out of any “old
wineskin” responses.

REMNANT FROM MISSION BOOK
SWITCH THIS TO READ ACTS IN 5 WEEKS????
There has never been one standard way to meet God. Look at
the diversity of how Jesus approached people.
“connection points” where who we are meets others
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Solidarity Rom 5 & Wright’s echoes
See our history but beyond to the Big Story
“Unfeigned, practical love has a divinely generated magnetic
power far more effective than evangelistic programs which depend
almost entirely on verbal communication. People do not want to
hear us talk about love, they want to experience how Christian love
really works.”1
“Did God really say…? Still essence of attack by world today
Much more “community” – must shift our thinking
No John 17: center around this passage for community
(Under “Mission-Pursued by) Nigel’s “Out There” short piece
Two steps: 1) Listen, 2) do
Evangelism not simply knowledge based, like apologetics,
believing if they intellectually destroy false beliefs, they will
succeed in bringing people to Christ. Apologetics is for Christians
who have the mind of Christ.
Is you share with a person, and not ready, encourage them to
“test” God. Pray, “If you are real, Jesus, make Yourself real to me,”
then wait with open-eyed expectation.
1. “second look” – really observe people
2. “small-talk unto” – ways to enter their life
3. “gossip good”
4. Expulsive power of a higher affection
Chpt 5 - CBC
The Bride/Family/Kingdom culture of the relational Triune God
invaded the Greek culture in Thessalonica. Culture is a mixed bag,
not all bad, of course. I look at culture as “bridges & bombs.” Some
aspects of culture are bridges that contribute to the inroads of the
Good News (like in Richardson’s book, Peace Child). Embrace
these bridges to connect the Good News relevantly to current
culture. Other aspects are bombs or landmines, conflicts in essential
values with which the Christian message cannot compromise.
Discern. Be agile disciples who know God’s essential DNA for
thriving koinonia in community and who know culture in broad
strokes.
Chpt And as we are actively on mission, please don’t lose sight
of the big-picture, Jesus’ intended end. Jesus aimed to make radical
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disciples, not simply converts or churchmen (Matthew 28:19-20),
and so must we.
5 - CBC
An encouragement. Study the life of Jesus for an overall
strategy for life, and, in this context, for evangelizing. However, at
the heart of Jesus’ approach was a flexibility to touch people where
they were in a way they could receive. What jumps off the pages is
not a fixed and final method, but instead Jesus’ approach toward the
lost and least was individualized, dignifying the individual. He
never forced any anyone to follow, but instead invited them into life
indeed, lived under His authority since the Kingdom of God is
“God’s right to rule.”
This is too long for a footnote and must be further massaged.
Sometimes people seem to think of Jesus as a religious person who
taught religion from a classroom, disengaged from life in an ivory
tower. Far from it! Jesus did not isolate from the real pain and
suffering of the world around Him, but engaged His world of people
where they are (Hebrews 2:17-18, for instance). Jesus went into the
marketplace, to weddings, funerals and holiday festivals. He went to
parties, where he met friends of friends. Jesus engaged the culture
he lived in, without being pulled down by it (“sent into the world,
although not of it,” John 17:18 + 16). Jesus lived personally and
relationally among the people He ministered with and to.
When is a wheat harvest ripe for harvest? When the heads are
bowed. Look for pain in the lives of those who are resistant, like the
risen Lord striking Saul blind on the way to Damascus. Our part is
to already be prepared (1 Peter 3:15).
Also, God is raising up other agile disciples willing to
experiment together from a strong base of core beliefs. This
“Skunkworks” team
TESTIMONY:
BEFORE: I had no
CROSS: I began to read the Bible to chide my girlfriend who
was a Christian. I ended up accepting Christianity, even though I
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rejected it as a boy. I found Jesus the most attractive man I had ever
known. He was the solution to what I struggled with.
Model our mission on Jesus’ own example of coming as a
compassionate friend who, with high intentionality, also introduced
the Good News of the Kingdom. Connect compassion and
evangelism in a way that imitates Jesus. Jesus does impossible
things through the most ordinary people. This is a way of life to out
in a city we want to impact for Christ. Genuine love and
compassion, relationship and friendship, are what touch the hearts
of people.
We will need to be ready to go out of our comfort zone in order
to meet people in their comfort zone.
Speak the name of Jesus to the lost…not Trinity
Risk-take…always a Kingdom win when done from a desire to
please God because expresses wholehearted abandonment to Him.
What if Word, not on, rejection, OK. Changes us because God is
looking for obedience, not whatever we define as success. And He
may be doing more than you see.
Risk-taking means we must give space for mistake-making.
Share stories – expect the Kingdom to break in at any time
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9. Message, Market & Methods
Methods/Means
Marry the authentic message and date the method.
Previous generation may have it wrong.
If we marry our methods or practices, we align with the 1 st
century Pharisees, not with Jesus.
Each generation has its own flavor, its own needs, its own way
of seeing and doing things. It has its own questions about faith. We
must come alongside them and help them to find their answers in
Jesus, and not to simply rehearse our answers for our generation.
Jesus gives us a core that is flexible enough to be nuance for each
generation, and the generations need each other to discover these
afresh.
A willingness to serve people beyond the walls of the church,
whether on the go, at work, in recreation or shopping

Disciples have pledged allegiance to Jesus and are giving more
space to Him on our journey.
Getting in touch with the Father’s heart. Don’t limit the
pathways through which this may happen. Through the Bible.
Through the words of a trusted friend. Through a conversation with
a stranger. Through an inward impression. Through nature’s beauty
and variety. Through a prophetic word. It would be a shame to try to
limit God in the way He uniquely speaks to His followers, at times
separate from Scripture, yet always consistent with Scripture. And
also check it out with a person you trust in your local community (1
Corinthians 14:29). “What is God communicating and what will I
do about it?”
The easiest place to go deep and be most intimate is one-on-one.
But is it the best way to make and multiply disciples? Jesus
discipled four or five in the “Come & Follow Me” training tier and
twelve in the final “Come & Be with Me” tier, although these
twelve were probably broken down into three cooperating groups of
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four (or perhaps four groups of three). It’s easiest to make the
DiscipleMaking process individualistic, especially in our culture,
although we miss the group dynamics of mutual ministry that is so
crucial for growth and multiplying.

Appendix
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NOTES:
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Freder’s Favorites
Books on Amazon.Com

Author’s Page: https://www.amazon.com/JimFredericks/e/B07595TDP1/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=152
6585472&sr=1-2-ent
90-Day Engagement with the New Testament – This companion walks us
through the NT in 3-months. Because the books are in the chronological
order they were written, this brings out insights of progressive
revelation.
Foundation Stones – These “blog” length building blocks build into the
early fiber of our Christian journey in a format for easy daily ingestion.
Jesus Is Enough! – A meditative guide through Jesus’ “last words” in John
15, the life-releasing picture of the Vine and the branches. What a glimpse
into how to thrive spiritually, for both new and for mature Christians.
Enjoying His Presence – For our 21st century lives as Christians, nothing
is more vital than grasping and responding to the moment-by-moment
life God freely offers His people, You Have Overcome the Evil One,
even in the routine. Journey through various Psalms.
Created Community – Ephesians is Paul’s model for living a flourishing
Christian life. Ephesians reflects the distilled essence of what Paul spoke
as he planted and strengthened thriving churches in the 1 st century.
Radical Mutuality – In 1 John, the aged Apostle John felt compelled to
write what was essential from his perch 25 years after the last NT book had
been written. This ancient/new 1st century mental map turned the world
upside down then, as koinonia flowing out of the relational Trinity can also
today.

Free PDF Books on Web Site:
www.JimFredericks.com
Most authors have one key message interwoven in all they write. I’m no
different. I write to restore an accurate Christian worldview so we see God,
ourselves and the world more like our relational Trinity does. For me, this
is a relational Trinitarian, incarnational view of God with a high view of
God’s restored and fulfilled new creation as one new man in Christ.

Additional CORE, Foundational Books
Big God! Bold Design, A Trilogy – This Trilogy fuses together what God is
bringing to light in the last decades for our solid, life-giving historical roots.
This primer is a basic, life-oriented theology, recapturing the mystery of
God and the dignity of humanity as image-bearers.
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Cultivating DiscipleMaking Communities – This read-along through
Paul’s earliest letter flows out of 1 Thessalonians. This key communitybuilding letter, with a thoroughly relational Trinitarian view of life, is
Paul’s vision to launch and grow disciples in reproducing faithcommunities as His Word works in us. Essential reading for those who
wish to multiply ministry.

1. “You Are Strong” [in the Lord]
A Series of 5-Week “DiscipleMaking Companions” – When Jesus rescued
us through faith, He drew near to us in order to draw us near to Himself.
Each highly interactive 5-6 week Companion” is more than a Bible study
since the emphasis is on doing the Word. These cover eight foundational
concepts in the Bible by directly leading us into key Bible books, like
Philippians, Genesis 1-4, Mark, Ephesians, 1 Thessalonians, 1 Peter and
Psalms.
Times of Refreshing – God’s Family deserves healthy nourishment to
stimulate growth aimed at each of our spiritual developmental levels on
this lifelong adventure of faith. This short book uses Jesus to focus on
two basic concepts, abundance & forgiveness from connecting with the
Father and Son.

2. “The Word of God Lives in You”
Mining God’s Word – This hands-on approach draws our hearts to love
God’s Word. It helps all believers build solid Bible study in a timeproven, user friendly approach. Think BIG-small-BIG as you soak in
God’s Word.

3. “You Have Overcome the Evil One”
Sailing the High Seas – The relational Community-God Himself is our
model for all leadership. This more community-based leadership dialog
honors positional leadership while releasing God’s people to reach their
potential.

What follows is not for the casual reader. I write to multiply disciples
like Jesus, yet with three large concerns: (1) that I might convince your
mind before God ravishes your heart with His relational love; (2) that you
will read these books alone and be helped greatly…and settle for the
helpful, but partial, change gained from learning as individuals, missing out
on God’s greater call to live as “persons-in-community; (3) that you might
in some way view what I write as a finished program that will bring growth
like a vending machine! No such thing exists because we are following the
Living God.
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1

Here are the seven miracles in John.
1.

Turning Water into Wine (John 2)

2.

Healing of royal official’s son in Capernaum (John 4)

3.

Healing at the Pool of Bethesda on the Sabbath (John 5)

4.

Feeding the 5,000 (John 6)

5.

Walking on Water (John 6)

6.

Healing the man blind from birth (John 9)

7.

Raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 11)

Chapter One: Inviters & Includers
1

One study of the percentages of those coming to Christ,
• Evangelistic Crusades 5%
• Visitation 1-2%
• Special need 1-2%
• Walk-in 2-3%
• Sunday School 4-5%
• Pastor 5-6%
• Friend or relative 75-90%

2

Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church, 1970, p. 210.

Thomas Wolf, “The Biblical Pattern for Effective Evangelism” in The
Pastor’s Church Growth handbook, Vol. I.
3

4

John 1:40-42; John 1:43-46; Acts 10:24-27; Acts 16:13-15; Acts 16:3032, John 12:20-22.
1

He has also set eternity in the human heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

1

Pastor Jay Pathok. He is also the pastor later on that spoke at the
missions conference where the Spirit of God surprised me with the
workplace.
1

Andy Stanley, Irresistible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Reflective, 2018),
p. 268.
Available through Amazon.Com, either paperback or Kindle, “1 Peter,
Relational Evangelism” by Jim Fredericks.
1

1

Eddie Gibbs, ChurchNext (Downer Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000),
p. 227).
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1

Pastor Travis Twyman of the Inland Vineyard Church in California taught
this in a thirty-five-minute video to a leadership class he is teaching.
2

Jesus humbled Himself by becoming a man who died on the cross and the
Father lifted Him up to the highest position (Philippians 2:5-11).
1

The Canaanite mother, Matthew 15:21-28, and the Samaritan woman,
John 4.
1

Frank C. Laubach, Christ Liveth in Me (New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1961), p. 19.
1

Shout out to my friend Nigel Morris for the prayer model that follows.

2

Frank C. Laubach, Christ Liveth in Me (New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1961), p. 19.
1

A great example s the rich young ruler. Jesus is not against wealth, but
trusting wealth so it becomes a barrier to following Jesus. Look at Jesus’s
response.
“Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me’ (Matthew 19:21).
The problem was not wealth, but allowing his possessions to become an
idol. Jesus smashes idols! The key is “com, follow Me.”
2

I wrote a study on Galatians as a free PDF download. Galatians teaches
our freedom in Christ and deals with what robs us of this freedom. Under
“DiscipleMaking Companion” on my website JimFredericks.Com.
33

John 5:17+19

4

The term skunkworks was first introduced during World War II by
engineers at Lockheed Corporation. The engineers, who were tasked with
building a fighter jet for the United States Government, operated under an
unconventional organizational approach developed by Clarence L. "Kelly"
Johnson.
In borrowing this term, I’m encouraging a small group of highly motivated
people to gather and begin to experiment together to learn how to
evangelize by utilizing the power of community in their unique cultural
situation. This group needs to have a solid grasp of spiritual basics in order
to flex, adapt and experiment as agile disciples, and yet to remain within
the “main & plain” of New Testament Christianity.
1

In no way does this compromise the message. Instead, this approach
sequences it, aligning with Jesus in John 16:8-11.
1

Here are a few references.
• At Pentecost in the first sermon – Acts 2:24-32
• To the crowds after healing the blind man – Acts 3:15, 26
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•
•
•
•
•

Before the Sanhedrin – Acts 4:10
Again, before the Sanhedrin – Acts 5:30
To the Gentile Cornelius and his family – Acts 10:40
Paul at Pisidian Antioch – Acts 13:30, 33, 34, 37
Before King Agrippa – Acts 26:8, 23

2

Jesus meets the deepest longings of our hearts (John 6:35) (John 8:12)
(John 10:9-10) (John 10:14, 28-29) (John 11:25) (John 14:6) (John 15:1, 5).
The enemies of Jesus understood Jesus’ claim to be the “I am who I am”
God of Exodus. Not how often they picked up stones to stone Him for
claiming to be God (called blasphemy, note also John 10:28-30).
C. S. Lewis writes: “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of
things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a
lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he
would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. You can fall at his
feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing
nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to
us. He did not intend to” (“Mere Christianity,” p. 56).
3

So, humanity has no so-called seed of good or spark of authentic life.
Because of Genesis 3, all humanity is separated from God, “in Adam.”
1

Read this in 1 Corinthians 1:16-25.

1

N. T. Wright, Simply Christian (New York: HarperOne, 2006). I am
deeply indebted to N.T. Wright for his insights about the “echo of a Voice.”
His insights brought together a number of ideas on evangelism and growth
that had been simmering inside me for years. Mr. Wright suggestively
sketches out four echoes in the first four chapters, justice and spirituality,
relationships and beauty, then expounds on these again as he concludes on
pages 225-237.
If they say, “yes, I am a good person,” perhaps ask permission to ask a
few questions (“That’s interesting. Would you mind if I asked you a few
questions? It’s kind of a ‘good person’ test.”). Then quote one of the Ten
Commandments (in conversational language). Ask if they have ever broken
that Commandment, even once. Move on to other Commandments as
appropriate. Yes, this is confrontational. Normally, though, when the
question is asked with an attitude of kindness and gentleness, not judgment,
no offense is taken. God has designed each person with an inner awareness
of God-given needs, even when it’s stuffed. The works of the law are
written in our hearts and our conscience bears witness (Romans 2:15).
Trust in the Spirit to use the Law to bring light to the conscience. These
ideas have been adapted from “The Way of the Master” style of evangelism
developed by Ray Comfort at http://www.wayofthemaster.com
1

Chapter Five: Informal Missionaries

178

1

Luke 3:21-22; Luke 4:18-19; Matthew 9:35 with Acts 10:37-38; Matthew
9:36-10:42; Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Thessalonians, Paul’s community
building manual.
1

Acts 9:1-9

I’ve heard something similar from several upper level leaders, and
adapted what they taught into this visual.
1

2

I heard the gist of this model from two of my pastors, twenty years
apart. As I reflect on this very flexible four-fold process, it aligns
with what I know about God, how Jesus trained, and other effective
training processes I have seen. In each of the five aspects of
discipleship, and the whole range of skills and values within these,
we need to move through the four rooms from lower to higher.
3
As an aside, we have heard the adage: “Practice makes perfect.”
It really does not, if we are doing something incorrectly. Practice
makes it more readily repeatable. Friends or a coach who looks on
and corrects the process moves the skill toward progress.
4
Additionally, God will call some of us to specialize in one or more
of the 5-disciplines. We may spend a lifetime cycling again through
the 5-step process because every discipline has an almost unlimited
number of nuances and facets. For instance, my call for forty years
centers around coming alongside believers to focus on moving
people from room 2 to the room 3 of deliberate practice in all five
pathways of discipleship. That’s why I designed the eight-part 5week “DiscipleMaking Companion” to lay a solid baseline in all
five disciplines so they can launch into whatever specific call God
has on their lives.
5

1 John 5:19

6

You can find support for these statements in any good theology book, like
Wayne Grudem. Revelation 12:3, 12:9, 12:12; 2 Corinthians 11:14; 2 Cor
4:4; 1 John 5:19, John 8:44; 1 Thessalonians 3:5

Chapter Four: Infiltrators
7

Less someone hear this is as the only approach the Spirit backs, let me
hasten to add this. The Father, Son and Spirit so long and yearn for people
to come back into a living, vital connection with them, that the Triune God
empowers most any attempt to share Jesus with others or most any attempt
within to reach out toward Him. He pours out this grace abundantly on His
people. I am talking about what I see as the ideal, not the only. I believe
this is backed by the Spirit and also will find more readiness in believers to
approach the lost this way.
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Nicodemus in John 3 was the premier Teacher in Israel, but approached
Jesus secretly. I believe an unsatisfied yearning for a more fulfilling
spirituality tugged at Nic’s heart. So he came to Jesus secretly, at night. The
sharp shard of the shattered image of God could never be satisfied by more
learning or teaching…only by Jesus. Jesus whispered into his sense of
unfulfilled need at the point of his awakened conscience, “Nic, true
spirituality is found in Me alone.”
The Samaritan woman at the well experienced a relentless, cavernous need
within for satisfying relationships. The villagers had ostracized her. Five
husbands had set her aside. She was living unmarried with a sixth man not
even bothering to marry this time. This jagged shard poked and prodded her
aloneness. The Father directed His Son into her life to pour His Living
Water into her relational drought. Jesus whispered into her deep longing
where her conscious was being awakened “Daughter, your yearning for
satisfying relationship is met first and foremost in Me and secondarily in
community with My people.” She demonstrated her change from the inside
out as she spontaneously returned to risk sharing Jesus with her village, the
very people who had previously rejected her.
The lame man in John 5 had been an invalid for thirty-eight years of his
life. The physical problem was not the most painful part of his life,
however. Jewish society and his neighbors had ostracized and marginalized
him. He was disregarded and dismissed as inconsequential…an “invisible
person” for thirty-eight years! Jesus asked a question to explore how
painful the pricks from this fractured piece of God’s image were, a need to
count and to relate. Jesus whispered into his life-battle, “I have called you
to a destiny that is consequential.” After Jesus healed him, He directly and
lovingly confronted the former invalid to change his lifestyle.
These are examples of echoes of God’s original Eden-design stemming
from Genesis 1 and 2. Awareness of these needs do not satisfy them. Only
Jesus can. For God’s people, however, they do provide a strategy to
approach people at the point where the Father has already been working so
the Spirit may convict an awakened conscience (John 5:17). The Father and
Spirit operated this way with Jesus, I believe, and desire for us to follow the
same pathway.
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Leslie Newbigin, The Open Secret (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1995), p. 17.
1
An encouragement. Study the life of Jesus for an overall strategy for life,
and, in this context, for evangelizing. However, at the heart of Jesus’
approach was a flexibility to touch people where they were in a way they
could receive. What jumps off the pages is not a fixed and final method, but
instead Jesus’ approach toward the lost and least was individualized,
dignifying the individual. He never forced any anyone to follow, but
instead invited them into life indeed, lived under His authority since the
Kingdom of God is “God’s right to rule.”
2
This is too long for a footnote and must be further massaged. Sometimes
people seem to think of Jesus as a religious person who taught religion
from a classroom, disengaged from life in an ivory tower. Far from it! Jesus
did not isolate from the real pain and suffering of the world around Him,
but engaged His world of people where they are (Hebrews 2:17-18, for
instance). Jesus went into the marketplace, to weddings, funerals and
holiday festivals. He went to parties, where he met friends of friends. Jesus
engaged the culture he lived in, without being pulled down by it (“sent into
the world, although not of it,” John 17:18 + 16). Jesus lived personally and
relationally among the people He ministered with and to.
3
This idea of incarnational living is so central. Incarnation means that God
became real man (the “enfleshing” of God, with carne like carne asada,
Latin for flesh). What this big word means is that we begin to walk and
talk, engage and minister, like Jesus does. Wherever we go, we are the
temple of the living God, and reflect some of His life. That is what impacts.
Jesus showed His followers how to figure out the next steps. He developed
character and prepared them to listen to the Holy Spirit who would come to
indwell His people. Jesus specifically charged us to cultivate others to live
and love like Jesus, living incarnationally as followers of Jesus.
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