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“I am the True Vine & You Are the Branch 

John 15:1-21 

In John 15, Jesus gives us a picturesque glimpse into His relationship with His people. He calls 

us branches and points to Himself and intimate connection with Him as our source for all life. As 

we abide in the Vine, His nourishment builds up our lives both with resilience when the world 

pummels us and buoyancy when life floods, so we can bounce well.  

Begin by reading John 15:1-17 rapidly, then read it repeatedly, glimpsing our relationship. 

The summer I turned twenty-five, I knew something significant was missing spiritually in my 

life. I was an agnostic (unsure if God existed). Knowing very little about Jesus, I attended a 

church with my wife. However, they believed that Jesus had what I lacked. I prayed, maybe for 

the second time in my life:  

“Jesus, I can’t run my life. Here ‘s my life as it is, lock, stock and barrel. I take your life in 

exchange.”  

I began reading the Bible, or more accurately, devouring it. I could not get enough! It was all 

new. My unfulfilled heart-longings now had answers with a smiling face, Jesus. 

I knew little about Jesus when I committed my life to Him. As I read the New Testament (NT) 

though, I began to see the most attractive, remarkable man I had ever encountered. And to know 

this Person desires relationship with me increased my longing. He enjoys hanging with me! Jesus 

Christ our Lord is preeminent, surpassing all else. I’m glad God usually teaches us through “layer 

learning,” one layer of truth after another. We learn one aspect that is completely true, yet only a 

portion of the stunning layers of the fullness of Christ.  

Early-on I learned that Christianity is all about relationship, with God and with His people and 

with the lost world.  

As I read the Gospels, especially the Gospel of John, my life gradually changed to look more 

like Jesus and His incredible way to relate. An important aspect of God’s plan for the ages is to 

make me more like Jesus (Romans 8:29). Over time, this introvert also learned to draw life and 

vitality through life-influencing interaction with people.  

An ancient myth says that one fleeting glimpse of a certain mythical figure in the woods, and a 

person would spend a lifetime for just one more glimpse. Jesus is no myth. Though one glance of 

Jesus, rightfully seen, and we are intoxicated. We invest the rest of our lives to know and serve 

Him better. And Jesus rushes to reveal Himself to us (John 14:21).  

Allow a picture to form in our mind of the life-giving abundance of Jesus as the true Vine (John 

15:1-5). Ask the Spirit to awaken within us such a deep longing for Jesus that we turn from all 

else to admire and embrace Him. Jesus won us a perfect right standing. We are “in Christ” 

through faith in Him because of His life and death, His resurrection and ascension. Jesus gives us 

His very own life, life with an eternal quality, life together with His Father, the only life Jesus 

has. His aim? To make us fruit-bearers who bring joy in serving others.  

Implicit in the figure of the true Vine in John 15 is abundance for everything needed to fulfill 

the purpose for my branch-life. His presence, promises and resources release resilience and 

buoyancy within to build our weighty foundation so we learn to bounce well.  

• Resilience is dynamic. It’s the elastic capacity to take blows, adapt successfully in the 

presence of adversity and risk. We now use the force of adversity to rise to greater 

heights. 
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• Buoyancy is the capacity to rise above our surrounding environment that floods us, 

whatever our personal deluge is. 

• These prepare us inwardly so we can now bounce well, even from the most aggravating 

people and horrific circumstances. 

And it all begins by knowing God more accurately and seeing ourselves as He sees us. 

Jesus initiates and we respond as we partner with the Holy Spirit. No poverty exists in the vine 

or could exist in the true Vine. The inherent energy of a living organism produces fruit. So fruit is 

a tangible result of life working inwardly, powerfully, and invisibly. Fruit exists for the wellbeing 

and enjoyment of others. The eternal life inherent in Jesus produces delicious, juicy, sweet fruit 

for the Owner of the vineyard, like a desire for His Word and prayer, Family relationships and 

mission, abiding in His love and joy. 

God the Father is the Vintner, the master who oversees the vineyard. This vintner works with 

vines as a passion, not just as an occupation. He sets each vine and branch exactly where He 

wants, crossbreeding and growing prize grapes. When the vintner finishes, he stands back, 

delighted at the work of his hands. This is a picture of our Father’s passionate heart delighting in 

His children and working with us for our best. He’s so far beyond what we can conceive.  

God the Son is the Vine. The very life of the vine surging through the branches provides all that 

is needed for life and delectable fruit. Get in touch with Jesus’ heart for His branches. Are you 

amazed and overwhelmed yet by the profuse outpouring of the fully satisfying provision of Jesus 

in your life? He’s the Vine; we’re the branches. He supplies; we open ourselves to receive. Jesus 

is “for” us…always! 

We are the branches. The world tries to label people based on what we do or have or what 

others think of us. Instead, Jesus calls us branches, little sticks of wood, not very impressive in 

ourselves. The power and life of the Vine, however, is perfected through the weakness of the 

branch and our interdependence. This Big God created us as His image-bearers (Genesis 1:26-

28). Through faith in Christ, He now re-creates us in Christ for the one purpose of fruit-bearing 

flowing out of intimacy. Fruit is always for others, and God changes us in the process.  

Our one response is to abide. Abide (“remain” NIV) means to make our permanent home in 

Jesus. Don’t pass through like overnighting in a hotel. Come home, kick off the shoes, put up 

your feet and relax with a cool lemonade. As branches, we receive everything we need for life 

and for godliness as we burrow the roots of our lives deeply into Him (2 Peter 1:3). We are “in 

Christ” and “Christ in us” (Jn 15:4), the mind-bending truth of mutual indwelling with the 

Creator. 

John 15:1-5 calls us to intentionally abide in the true Vine, so we have all we need to live lives 

characterized by “more fruit.” We are being raised as a child in the Father’s Family. We are sent 

into the fray as a servant-warrior in Jesus’ Kingdom. Let’s take a suggestive look at the results of 

this abiding life promised by Jesus. 

1. DO God’s Word (7a): God’s Word, His Love letter, provides us with insight, 

LifeChange and direction. We can’t figure this out on our own but need the mind and 

heart of the Father and Son. To abide in Jesus, we will also need to abide in God’s 

Word, His Love-Letter for us. 

2. Experience Answered Prayer (7b-8): Answered prayer has no limitations. It can go 

anywhere at any time. We can pray for the distant Ukraine and impact a family there. 

Then back to a neighbor, then on to China or India…without leaving our home. Ask 
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what the Father is doing in your situation (John 5:17+19), then pray that with 

confidence. Prayer begins in God’s great heart, circles down to our open heart, then 

returns to Him as we pray in Jesus’ Name, that is, what Jesus would pray in this 

situation. 

3. Abide in the Father’s Love (9-10): The love we abide in is the same love the Father has 

for His son. The same! Jesus tips us off that we can only abide in this outpoured love 

when we obey what He calls us to, like our Model Jesus obeyed His Father. 

4. Embrace Fullness of Joy (11): Full joy looks like the same joy that Jesus walked 

through life with. It’s not a surface happiness because things are going well. It’s not 

chasing our feeling when they feel good. Joy is a deep, abiding confidence in God 

despite circumstances. It’s interesting. I find it difficult to find one time in the NT that 

speaks of trials and/or suffering for God’s people when joy is not in the immediate 

context. 

5. Deepen Authentic Friendship (12-17): This 5-fold picture of lasting friendship is so 

intimate that Scripture waited until the coming of Jesus to clearly reveal such a 

relationship. Add this third picture of Jesus as the Groom and us as His bride to the two 

as Family and Kingdom since friendship is at the heart of marriage. Our hearts are 

ravished by the love of our Groom for His people as His bride (Ephesians 5:32; 

Revelation 19:7). Our time on earth, from one perspective, is the process of the Spirit 

preparing Jesus’ bride for the wedding. 

Such an intimate connection as with Jesus as the true Vine outfits us with all we need for our 

journey, including resilience when the world slams us and buoyancy when events flood us. Now 

we can bounce well when life slaps us around like a hockey puck. Look carefully at what Jesus 

says just after in John 15:18-21. We must mature to bounce well in life because of the world 

Jesus sends us into and the ministry call on our lives. 

• The world hates us because it first hated Jesus, 15:18. 

• Jesus chose us “out of the world,” so it hates us because we don’t belong to it, 19. 

• We are not greater than our Master, so the world will persecute us, 20. 

• Because we live for the Name of Jesus, they treat us this way, 21a. 

• The world is ignorant of the Father who sent Jesus into the world also sends us, 21b. 

Our all-in connection with the true Vine though channels the life-giving nutrients of the sap 

into us (an allusion to the Spirit). Developing our inner life of rest and abiding connection in the 

true Vine, Jesus, matures us from the inside out. This naturally builds resilience and buoyancy 

within, so that we bounce well from the struggles with the evil triad, the world-philosophy, our 

self-centered flesh and the minions of the devil. So we bear fruit, more fruit and much fruit, even 

in the rough and tumble of life, fruit flowing from our abiding life. Fruit grows through us so we 

can pass it along see we come to serve others, like Jesus. 

It’s so simple, isn’t it, yet so profound, and not without intense effort at times as we partner 

with the Spirit. 

Ironically, every generation attempts in its own way to dim the dazzling brightness of the Good 

News of grace. It simply seems too good to be true. Courageously embrace all that God has freely 

provided. 

Is there any irritating person or challenging event in your life where the resources of the true 

Vine are not sufficient? If so, please read Psalm 27 and this article again. 


