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Nine: What Does this New Life Look Like? 

God has His part to play and carries it out perfectly. He actively and unceasingly loves us and 

initiates to provide all His people need for each and every one of life’s demands. And without 

fail (1 Thessalonians 5:24). Trust Him without holding back anything in reserve. 

Our part in short is to first know God so well that we trust Him implicitly, acknowledging His 

will as the sweetest and best, even when it leads over rugged terrain. This leads to a full, willing, 

ongoing surrender followed by quick obedience of faith to choose His good, and perfect will. He 

initiates to love and protect us, and to provide everything we need on our journey. 

Our enemy attempts to confuse us right here. Either to attempt to do God’s part and be 

discouraged when we fail. Or to yield our part to God, which He won’t do. He respects our 

dignity as image-bearers to much. 

Regarding our part, we trust God implicitly to do His part and actively yield our lives to 

partner with the Spirit, marked by an obedience of faith. Other good words like abandon, 

surrender, offer our selves are used alongside yield. Be careful here! Don’t make the mistake of 

beginning with surrender. First, we must confidently focus on God’s part, then on our initial 

response to trust before the necessary yielding. The sequence is crucial! 

Jesus also tells us to “take up our cross.” I wonder if this greatly debated phrase is perhaps 

misunderstood. The essentials of our faith are clear. However, 

our part in walking out this mystery of godliness often comes 

with the Both/And of creative tensions. On one hand, some 

romanticize the cross, perhaps wearing it as designer jewelry. 

Others focus so much on the intense pain and loss that they 

become weary rehearsing the “cost of personal discipleship.” 

Both end up as dry, dusty deserts. I illustrate this with two 

deserts on either side of the powerful stream of God’s River of 

delight.  

Begin with God’s presence and the blessings God pours into our lives when we are rightly 

connected. Then the very high cost of discipleship morphs into the greatest investment of all 

times. Simple yet costly. God only requires one thing, our entire life.  

In the first eight of these Ten Baseline Elements I attempted to convey the great gain of all-in, 

wholehearted allegiance to our wonderful, compassionate God. However, each of us must 

plunge into experienced enjoyment of His presence first-hand. 

Instead of this either/or focus, blend these two together in the Both/And of creative tension. 

Look at the cross in light of Jesus’ cross. It certainly was pain and agony and death. Jesus asked 

the Father to take this cup from Him, yet responded “nevertheless, Your will be done.” Jesus 

models for us the ideal focus for our journey, “Your will only, Father.” Because of the great 

mutual love between the Father and Son, Jesus endured the cross with a focus on the joy set 

before Him to bring many sons back to the Father’s heart. He fixed His eyes on what was 

beyond the cross and this brought Jesus joy. So in trials, we are also… 

…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 

he endured the cross, scorning its shame (Hebrews 12:2-3). 

Regarding our part, solid books describing this life in Christ often begin with words like 

yielding and abandonment, surrender and consecration. These are great words, Biblical. Yet 
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focusing first on our high cost before we know and entrust ourselves to our Father’s delight in 

us ultimately brings the dryness of the desert life. Begin with God’s part. See Him for who He 

is, and we gain great confidence that He will fulfill His promises without fail in every detail. 

The sequence is crucial for most rapid spiritual growth. First God’s part, then our part. 

Our part is to trust God in every event and to actively partner as the life of Jesus works 

through us. Although rest sounds passive, the life hidden with Christ in the Father is an active 

partnership in which we cease from our own works. Do you remember the wonderful sense of 

rest you experienced when you jumped into bed dog-tired and awoke fully refreshed? How 

delightful that sensation of relaxing every muscle and abandoning your body completely to the 

ease and comfort of your bed. Similar stillness and satisfaction characterize this life hidden in 

Christ as we actively minister together with the Spirit.  

Perhaps the above illustration may release a fresh thirst in you for this life of trust. 

Then, and normally only then, can we attach words like willing and eager, delight and joy, to 

the above words clustered around surrender. Any part of the Christian journey lifted up as if it’s 

the whole brings confusion and diminishment. “We become what we behold.” God’s character 

and blessings of grace are our primary focus.  

Yes, grace is free, unmerited favor that we neither deserve nor earn. But more! It’s the 

wondrous, boundless love of God freely poured out upon us without measure. Grace comes not 

according to our deserving, but according to His infinite heart of love, unfathomable in its 

heights and depths.i Active partnership of serving out of intimacy describe God’s original and 

unchanging Eden-intent. 

I want to use a poker illustration to attempt to convey this spiritual life. But work with me 

here! I’ve never been in a poker game for money (oh, I did whup my teenage cousin once for 

pennies when I was eight!) However, I have watched The Gambler several times starring Kenny 

Rogers as Brady Hawkes.  

What would we do if we wanted to bet all we had on our poker hand in a “table stakes” 

game? Push all our chips into the center, every last chip, and announce, “I’m all in!”  

What would your emotions be like if you had bet the farm? 

I suspect if I thought I had a fair hand, very mixed emotions. If a poor hand, maybe 

desperation and fear, or even despair and gloom, feeling the fool. However, if I knew I had a 

royal flush in spades (top possible hand, ace through ten of spades for my five cards), my 

emotions would be flooded with eagerness and expectancy, with joyful excitement and 

anticipation…if I saw the hand accurately. 

When you push all your chips in each day with an “I’m all-in, Jesus,” which of the above 

better describes your emotions? 

Mixed? Fear? An eager expectation? How do you view your “hand”? Jesus is a “royal flush,” 

the very best “bet” possible. What if a player had a royal flush, and didn’t trust and act on it?  

As a follower of Jesus, when we don’t push all our chips to the middle of the table, we expose 

that we are a fool who does not trust our fabulous Team-of-Three. When we push all our chips 

in, yet harbor fear, we expose that we are not yet confident that Jesus is a “Royal Flush.” Jesus 

is the best “hand” in any game! Certainly, we need to labor to enter in. And we will experience 

pain and loss from our perspective (yet check out Paul’s views (Philippians 3:7-8). Because of 
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our self-focused lens, it’s easier to play it safe (which is not really safe!) It takes faith to push all 

our chips into the pot and to hold back nothing. 

The relational Trinity went “all-in” with creation to open up His Family relationship through 

faith in Christ. When the Father sent His Son to live, die and raise again to life to redeem and 

restore, they were both “all-in.” Each day our Team-of-Three is “all-in” with each of His 

people to love, initiate and provide the unique resources we need for each life-challenge. 

Because we are loved by the Father in union with Christ, the Spirit activates the presence and 

resources of Jesus and the Father. 

When we lay our all on the table and push it to the center, all-in, how much is left? 

As followers of Jesus, we no longer belong to ourselves (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). This 

wonderful, freeing truth that we belong to our Lover, and He now provides and protects is so 

freeing! And it’s the basis to deal with any sin when we choose to go rogue (see 6:18). We are 

now stewards who possess nothing ourselves yet have access to all our Master’s resources to 

invest for Him. 

As we learn to trust (exercise faith), how different will the tasks and roles be in our lives?  

Perhaps no different. Being “all-in” does not mean choosing the most difficult circumstances 

for ourselves. And perhaps not changing what we do but doing all with Him. It means embracing 

the God-Assignments He gives us today, in our family and work, in our recreation and hobbies 

with Jesus’ presence consciously at the center. 

Inwardly though, as we learn to “trust and obey” and truly believe no other sensible way 

exists to walk out this life, we will experience more eager confidence in a life that is fully alive. 

As Jesus was “all in” every day while He walked the earth, so His disciples are simply called to 

walk like Jesus (Hebrews 10:7; 5:8). 

What is it that we are “all-in” for? 

As we have explored together, our Family-of-Three fashioned us for intimate relationship 

with Him. In short, our Christian life is lived all-in UNTO God’s presence. Family enjoys 

hanging out together. A Kingdom must coordinate battles together. A marriage focuses on 

personal, ongoing, intimate relationship between one man and one woman. These are three 

dynamic pictures that help us to grasp a bit more of how an infinite, unlimited Creator-God 

continues to relate to His finite, created, still-in-process people in the mystery of godliness.ii 

The Bible describes a number of avenues or pathways that shift us towards enjoying His 

presence. These are often called spiritual practices. None are magical formulas or sure steps 

towards enjoying God’s presence. However, each one, when lived out in partnership with the 

Spirit, place us where God has promised to pour out the blessing of His presence. Let me 

describe a few of these, but please don’t limit yourself. Each is characterized by joy and are 

doors into the freedom of enjoying God’s presence. 

What are some marks of new spiritual life? And how can we thrive now in eternal life? 

1. Engaging God’s Word – Newborns eat. What a passion babies have for food. And anytime 

is convenient. Similarly, God gives His children an inborn hunger for spiritual nourishment, His 

Love-Letter to us (1 Peter 2:2-3). “Crave pure spiritual milk,” God’s Word. Crave describes a 

powerful desire that pushes through any and every inconvenience. For healthy growth, make 

ingesting God’s Word as high a priority in the spiritual realm as it is for newborns in the natural. 

We can engage God’s Word in a lot of different ways, like through a BIG-small-BIG study 
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wedded to doing, meditation wedded to doing, memorization wedded to doing. Doing God’s 

Word is the key to unlocking His Love-Letter to His people. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 mentions a few 

of the benefits. God’s Word thoroughly equips us for every good work.iii 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says  

(James 1:22, emphasis). 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

2. Prayer: Prayer is an expression of worship and flows from relationship. At its simplest, 

prayer is simply spiritual breathing. Prayer is also like a child talking with her/his Father. Our 

children’s first, stumbling attempts to talk brought Fran and me great delight. Our heavenly 

Father delights even more in you. Converse with your Father at set times during each day. Since 

prayer is relationship-based, also talk to Him on the way during routine tasks and exhilarating 

events. Ask: “Jesus, I wonder....” As we delight in God, He places His own desires on our hearts 

(Psalm 37:4). I wrote a devotional called Cultivating Enjoyment of God’s Presence to deepen our 

longing for God’s presence and also to develop our prayer life.iv Jesus fused God’s Word and 

prayer tightly together. 

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you…, showing yourselves to be my disciples (John 15:7-8). 

3. Worship and Adoration: Worship is for God’s sake, for what He gets out of it, although we 

experience wonderful by-products in true worship. It’s as necessary for our spiritual life as 

breathing is for our physical. And as natural. Inhale deeply now, figuratively breathing in God’s 

life and provision. Find joy in Jesus, who He is and what He has done for you (and is doing). A 

few ways we can worship God are in prayer and song, in the ordinances of baptism and 

communion, with our gift of thanksgiving and praise. All true worship however flows from our 

all-in surrender to Him because He sees us unique and lovely. 

Therefore, I urge you [in] view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship (Romans 12:1). 

4. “One Another” care in Community: At the birth of each child, each connected immediately 

into our existing family. Attraction toward community is hardwired into the child. Doesn’t it 

make sense that God would implant in us a desire for what we desperately need? We drew each 

child into the mutual love and joy that Fran and I already had. “In Christ,” God initiated to 

connect us together with Him in His forever Family. He chose to create us, to adopt us into His 

Family, and to reveal Himself to us. This is His immense pleasure (Ephesians 1:5). He longed to 

because He enjoys hanging out with us. And every healthy community recognizes it’s together on 

mission to bring others to the Father’s heart. 

5. Forgiveness: I was ignorant about babies when we had our first. I quickly realized that a 

baby ate, slept…and eliminated toxic waste! The first two were easy to enjoy…the last one took 

determined effort to cope with stinky diapers. But our precious infants would have died without 

the ability to eliminate toxins and waste. It’s the same in the spiritual realm. The Father views sin 

so seriously that He paid the greatest price ever to provide a way back to His heart, the death of 

His Son. Through our faith-response to His death and shed blood on the cross, Jesus gave us new 

life. This life removes every barrier that had hindered us from rushing into the Father’s presence 

to experience refreshing times. This instantaneous act of forgiveness is so mind-boggling that 
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God seemingly exhausts language to describe its monumental scope. Take our sins seriously, by 

embracing God’s provision. “I’m so sorry Jesus for what I just did. It’s not like You. Thanks for 

already forgiving that sin.” Then pass this onto others by asking forgiveness when you sin 

against another and by forgiving those who sin against you, so you walk in freedom. I wrote a 

devotional book on forgiveness available on Amazon.Com called Times of Refreshing. 

6. Trials, Pain and Loss: Think again on the picture of our branch-life and the true Vine in 

John 15:1-5. How do you think a branch would feel in the midst of pruning? Why does a good 

Father then prune? Please settle once for all that pruning is indispensable for every fruitful branch 

in the Vine. This is a spiritual law. Our Father prunes because He loves each child and longs to 

release the highest and best in us (encouragement from Hebrews 12:5-6). You are too valuable to 

our Father to respond otherwise. I find it fascinating that the two responses that we find so 

difficult (forgiving others and finding joy in the results of trials) are two of God’s most effective 

tools to help us grow. Don’t put blame on God for causing these yet He does use them both for 

your ultimate good (Romans 8:28).  

7. Welcome Jesus into our Inner Conversations: Since we are exploring ways to experience 

the presence of God, the way that is the most organically part of me is simply inviting Jesus into 

the other side of my inner thoughts. At least for me, all my thinking is me dialoging with me in 

my head. I’m learning to invite Jesus into the other side of the conversation. I’m growing in my 

ability to bring everything to Him during the day and I now enjoy His presence more. 

These are not have-to’s in our lives but get-to’s!  

We saturate our lives with spiritual nutrition like this. 

 
i To be planted in grace is to live in the very heart of this love, laying off every strain and burden. 

We are enveloped by His grace, steeped in it, reveling so we grow day by day. Lay off every 

other consideration, and simply devote your attention to these two points, God’s part and our 

part. Be clear and definite about them and you will progress in your journey of trust. 
ii The second concept after these ten Baseline Elements, Three Dynamic Elements. 
iii Also, read the short article #1, Marinate in God’s Love-Letter. 
iv Available on Amazon.Com. 


