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Seven: How Does God Really See Me? 

Jesus loves to convey the deepest truths with simple, earthy examples. The analogy of a fruitful 

grapevine stirs us to draw on His marvelous sufficiency moment-by-moment. The Vine teaches 

us as branches to live life in and with and for Jesus to the max during our short stay on this planet. 

Abundance is on His heart. Read John 15:1-11. 

Jesus begins with Himself, the true Vine. To understand who we are, we must see ourselves in 

light of who He is. Implicit in the figure of the vine is full and abundant provision for fruitful 

branches. No poverty exists in the vine or could ever exist in the true Vine. A vine provides 

everything a branch needs to fulfill its life-purpose. The life of the true Vine surges through His 

branches through its sap (perhaps the Spirit). Such rest resulting in abundance beyond our own 

work reminds me of Hebrews 4:10. 

This eternal life produces delicious, sweet, juicy fruit for the Vintner of the vineyard to distill to 

bless others. Pick up a luscious cluster of grapes at the store. Eat them leisurely as you read this 

passage. Gaze long and leisurely at Jesus, the true Vine. Allow a picture to form in your mind of 

the generous, life-giving abundance of Jesus in your life as we abide in Him.  

Then Jesus describes His Father as the Vintner or Gardener. Think of a gardener who works 

with vines, not as a money-making occupation, but as his passion. Husbandman or vintner means 

one who has the care of a vineyard. It’s His responsibility to nurture, trim, and defend the vine. 

His wish is to crossbreed and grow the choicest grapes. A good gardener feels a deep interest in 

its growth and welfare. Long lines stand waiting to enjoy the scrumptious clusters of fruit from its 

branches! 

This is a snapshot of our heavenly Father. He is the good, great and generous God who delights 

in us. He is the Initiator in this Christian adventure. We as branches simply respond to His 

presence. He pursues us with His love. No such thing as a distant, uninvolved Father exists. It’s a 

figment of society’s imagination, yet also so deeply rooted that it may take time to replace fully in 

our own thinking. Open our eyes in wonder, Spirit of insight. 

When we lift our eyes to the Father, we look into the kindest eyes in the universe. This is true 

life (John 17:3). He is so far beyond what our imaginations can grasp that our heads throb with a 

sense of awe and wonder when we think about our good Father. But at the same time, rapture and 

delight fill my heart because His focus is on me! He finds great delight and pleasure in me and 

you. He bombards us with His inexhaustible love-thoughts. Experiencing His daily presence is 

the highest passion in our lives. The deepest and purest of all that we yearn for resides in our 

generous Father.  

Jesus begins with the first essential question, “What’s God like?” and continues with the 

second. “How does this God see me?” How does Jesus describe His followers as branches? 

A branch is simply a bit of wood, brought forth by the vine for the one purpose of bearing fruit. 

A branch has the very same nature as the vine, one life and one spirit with the true Vine. 

Our value and worth have nothing to do with what we do. Worth comes from the immense 

value of the life within. Value comes first of all from our being, rather than our doing. Then value 

leads us by the hand to willingly serve others out of life’s overflow. We’re one little branch 

among many, yet with a living connection with the three most significant Persons in the universe.  

The world will assault this idea of the value of our simple branch-life, enticing us to seek 

visibility, size and sizzle. Our one, single occupation as a branch is to “abide” in the true Vine, 
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Jesus. We give ourselves over entirely to His Lordship in our lives We desire what He desires, 

obeying with a quick obedience of faith.  

A branch disconnected from the vine is good for nothing. Not building. Not carving. Not 

burning. But the same little bit of wood, deeply rooted in the true Vine, given up solely to the 

Vine, experiencing the pulsating Vine-life…oh my!  

What abundance!  

Abundance cascades from resting fully in the vast splendor and majesty of “Him who is from 

the beginning.”  

Paul provides us with another glimpse into our second essential question, “How does God 

really see me?” 

Ephesians 1-3 is one of the greatest passages in the Bible from which to gather a powerful and 

life-impacting view of who God is as He relates to bless His people. 1:3 begins with the Father 

blessing us with “every spiritual blessing.” This hearkens back to creation and how He designed 

us (“God blessed them,” Genesis 1:28a). Ephesians 1-3 follows Genesis 1-2 as it models our 

intimate relationship while focusing on the two essential questions. Majoring on these questions 

has changed my life. 

• “What’s God like?” 

• “How does this God see and know me?” (our identity). 

Begin by first reading the expression of how this God intimately relates to us in this seminal 

passage, Ephesians 1:3-14. The Father is the Living God. It’s His good pleasure to bless and to 

adopt us blameless in His sight. The Son sacrificed His life to ransom us from the clutches of our 

enemies. He also chooses to include us with Him in His epic adventure to restore our world to the 

Father’s heart. The Spirit permanently includes us in Christ as the seal and deposit guaranteeing 

our unending life with Him so He may activate in our lives the gifts from the Father and Son. He 

empowers His people in every aspect of our spiritual life. 

It's only in the light of who God is that we can truly see who we are. 

First Movement (chapter one): 

Who takes the initiative in this passage?  

What’s Gods part and what’s our part? As you read carefully, note that God initiates in 

everything. He’s no reluctant Lover. It’s His good pleasure to give and give again. Our part is to 

embrace by faith. These three chapters are broken into two closely interrelated movements, 

chapter 1 and chapters 2-3. Both with similar patterns. 

Note the three-fold provision from the relational Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit. All three 

conclude with a brief summary of our lifelong calling, “to be to the praise of God’s glory.”  

Provision from God the Father (1:3-6): Although the Father provides as primary Giver, He 

provides through His Son. The Father blesses us with every conceivable spiritual blessing. Long 

before He created, the Father had His settled focus of love set on us to make us whole. Because it 

was His pleasure, the Father adopted us as His child through Christ into His forever Family.  

Provision from God the Son (1:7-12): Because of His sacrificial death and resurrection, in 

Christ (notice all the in and with Christ statements in these chapters) we have become a free 

people. And not just barely free from the penalties for our sin, but His rich provision has been 

generously lavished on us. In eternity past, Jesus decided to let us in on the far-reaching plans He 

took great delight in making for humanity. And more, to actually partner with us in the sweeping, 
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long-range plans of His great adventure to redeem and restore humanity. He summed up all things 

in Himself. This is a purpose worth investing our lives in! 

Provision from God the Spirit: Once you believed the truth, your life was signed, sealed and 

delivered by the promised Holy Spirit. He is our down payment guaranteeing our sure inheritance 

as God’s possession. 

Then pray for the Spirit to activate all this in your life (1:15-23): The Spirit reveals more of 

our Family-of-Three so we can know Him more intimately. He releases in us hope, an inheritance 

and power/authority as His intimate allies in this grand adventure. 

Second Movement (chapters one and two): 

• We were dead; now we are alive in Christ (2:1-10). Before (2:1-3). But God (4). After 

(2:5-10). 

• We were separated from God; now we are included in Him (2:11-22). Before (2:11-12). 

But Christ (13). After: (2:14-22). 

• The Good News was a hidden mystery, now revealed for us to pass along (3:1-13). Give 

away the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Then pray for the Spirit to activate all this in your life (3:12-21). This prayer could be the 

most magnificent, significant, and far-reaching prayer ever written. Note, it’s Trinitarian, focused 

on love and power and presence. It concludes its sweeping promises with 3:20. This God is able 

to do far more through us partnering with the Spirit than we can think or even imagine or dream! 

When any idea is so astounding that it challenges our present thinking and believing pattern, 

how do we respond?  

Some work hard to fit truth into their existing lifestyle to comfortably support their current 

view. Other wise-learners trust, even though it seems astonishing, beyond our experience. Then 

we partner with the Spirit to change us to align with God’s revealed truth. Growth and a love for 

Scripture follow obedience-focused learning. 

Blend Together with Genesis 1:26-28 

In Genesis 1:26-28, God provides a lasting glimpse into His creation design for humanity. How 

God fashioned us in His image is unchanging and unchangeable despite the catastrophe of 

Genesis 3. All because of the life, death and resurrection of Christ. Genesis one lets us look over 

their shoulders into the plans of the relational Trinity in the counsels of eternity past (“Let us…”).  

Genesis 1;28 then continues with the actual creation of humanity, adding details from chapter 

2. Spend some leisurely time gazing on Genesis 2:7. God made Adam from dirt then breathed 

into him His breath of life and he became a living being. Imagine the first glimpse Adam had, 

opening his eyes, and looking deeply into the face of God. This is our heritage! 

• I am made in God’s image for intimacy and for relationship (“in His image after His 

likeness”)  

•  I am made God’s co-regent, delegated His authority so we can partner together to rule 

(“let them rule over…”). 

• I am made the object of God’s blessings, fully accepted and affirmed in Him, uniquely 

created “man and woman” (“and He blessed them”). 

I am SECURE in my Relationship...i 

1. Romans 8:1-2: I am free from condemnation. 

2. Romans 8:28: I am assured that God works for my good in all circumstances. 
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3. Romans 8:31-39: I am free from any condemnation brought against me and I cannot me 

and I cannot be separated from the love of God. 

4. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22: I have been established, anointed and sealed by God. 

5. Colossians 3:1-4: I am hidden with Christ in God. 

6. Philippians 1:6: I am confident that God will complete the good work He started in me. 

7. Philippians 3:20: I am a citizen of heaven. 

8. 2 Timothy 1:7: I have not been given a spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound 

mind. 

9. 1 John 5:18: I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me. 

I am SIGNIFICANT in my Purpose... 

10. John 15:5: I am a branch of Jesus Christ, the true vine, and a channel of His life. 

11. John 15:16: I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. 

12. 1 Corinthians 3:16: I am God's temple. 

13. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21: I am a minister of reconciliation for God. 

14. Ephesians 2:6: I am seated with Jesus Christ in the heavenly realm. 

15. Ephesians 2:10: I am God's workmanship. 

16. Ephesians 3:12: I may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

17. Philippians 4:13: I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me. 

I am ACCEPTED to be Blessed... 

18. John 1:12: I am God’s child. 

19. John 15:15: As a disciple, I am a friend of Jesus Christ. 

20. Romans 5:1: I have been justified (declared righteous). 

21. 1 Corinthians 6:17: I am united with the Lord, and I am one with Him in spirit. 

22. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20: I have been bought with a price and I belong to God. 

23. 1 Corinthians 12:27: I am a member of Christ's body. 

24. Ephesians 1:3-8: I have been chosen by God and adopted as His child. 

25. Colossians 1:13-14: I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins. 

26. Colossians 2:9-10: I am complete in Christ. 

27. Hebrews 4:14-16: I have direct access to the throne of grace through Jesus Christ. 

Take time to soak in Ephesians 1-3 and make this your “voice” from Scripture. Then read 

through this list from Neil Anderson again carefully. Perhaps post it where you can read it often. 

Draw a smiley face by each one of the statements that you immediately embrace. Go through 

again and draw a frowny face by those where this voice from the enemy whispers, “That can’t be 

true for you?”  

Take your smiley face list and read one first thing in your day. Take your frowny face list when 

you have more time and do a study from Scripture, one after another. Look up cross references 

that support what is summarized above until your frowny face is exchanged for a smiley face. 

I’ve known men and women whose lives have been changed by reflecting on this list, including 

mine. It does not happen though with one quick read through. 

“In the confession of the Trinity throbs the heart of the Christian religion.”  

(Herman Bavinck). 
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An accurate grasp of the Bible begins with the relational Trinity and the incarnation of Jesus. 

Both fry my mental circuits yet also lead me to a high view of redeemed and restored humanity 

through personal faith in Christ. I embrace mystery because the God of the Bible is greater than 

my ability to fully comprehend. If He was not, He would not be large enough for each of my 

problems. Everything flows from this living, personal God so begin our thinking of ourselves by 

looking through His eyes. 

How important is it for you to be confident how God sees you? 

Because such confidence is so crucial to our journey, it will be attacked. 

In any battle, the most important knowledge is to know our forces and resources. Yet also any 

good soldier also knows our enemy without becoming either fearful or fixated on them. The 

Bible, especially the NT, sketches out the dark forces of evil arrayed against God that actively 

work against Jesus, and now against His people. The unholy evil triad of dark forces is described 

as the world, our self- or flesh-life and the devil and his henchmen. 

• The Fallen World-System: God’s world was made “very good” with Adam and Eve 

before the Fall, and it fell with Adam’s choice to go rogue (Romans 8:19-22). Now 

society is driven by a world-system or philosophy that pulls diametrically against radical 

Christianity. This world is not getting better over time. Take seriously what Jesus (John 

15:18-19), James (James 4:4) and John (1 John 2:15-16) say about the world-system of 

thought as an enemy at odds with God and His people. “My followers, you are not of the 

world although I have sent you into the world, like my Father sent Me.” 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

• Our “Flesh” or Self-life: When we were born again through faith in Christ, Paul tells us 

that our old self (or “old man,” NASB) was crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6). 

Crucifixion means death of our old. Yet a breakoff “guerilla band” called “self” by 

Jesus and “flesh” by Paul sets itself against God and still live within us. This traitor is 

not our real self yet uses our body as its host to draw us to act like we did before Christ. 

“Flesh” lives within us as its host yet is not us. Don’t get confused here with this 

creative tension. 

• The Devil, also Called Satan with his Henchmen: Of all bad beings, the wickedest is 

the one who originally stood in the immediate presence of God, named Satan or Lucifer. 

He still attempts to steal our hearts from our passionate Lover by enticing us to give him 

control. Jesus called him Beelzebub, “Lord of the Flies,” the one who feeds on dead 

carcasses. He still feeds on whatever decay we allow to fester in our hearts. No wonder 

the NT emphasizes so strongly to “put off” the old garbage and fill that empty space by 

“putting on” Christ. In contrast to life to the full that Jesus offers, the thief, the devil, 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy (John 10:10).  

• How important is it for you to be confident how God sees you? 

What is our certain confidence? “I am His beloved child and in Him I overcome…” 

…because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world  

(1 John 4:4b). 

 
i From Neil T. Anderson, copied from online and listed in “The Bondage Breaker.” His “Victory 

over the Darkness” is, in my opinion the best book I’ve read on our spiritual identity in Christ. 


