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Six: Changed by God’s Love 

God designed us to be lovers, yet authentic lovers.  

Authentic love must be freely given. God designed us to willingly give Him our love in the 

sweet surrender of two lovers who truly trust one another. And if the opportunity to willingly 

receive and give back love exists, the possibility of rejecting that love must also exist for love to 

be authentic.  

God fashioned us a lovers willingly risked rejection because the upside of love with you and me 

was so great! 

Eve, then Adam, chose independence and went rogue in Genesis 3. They foolishly chose to 

shift allegiance to follow God’s archenemy, Satan, instead of the most wonderful Family in the 

universe. They futilely attempted to fill their legitimate, God-given needs in their own ways and 

all creation fell. Yet God had a plan, Jesus, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  

Eve desired the fruit more than she desired God. And Adam chose Eve, desiring Eve over 

God. Adam and Eve sinned because they loved something else more than our passionate Lover. 

The underlying issue is not so much that they behaved wrongly, but that they were first deceived 

to love wrongly. 

After the Fall, we remain lovers, but twisted lovers. Our love is misdirected and perverted. 

Paul writes to the disobedient and describes them as “lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

lovers of pleasure.” Created to love God, we turn to love ourselves and substitute many other 

things for God. The way back can never be to do better, work harder. The way back centers on 

loving this beautiful Triune God more than we love anything else. The expulsive power of a new 

love. 

It's the same core problem we experience today, setting our love on the wrong objects. 

Have you ever felt truly and completely delighted in simply for who you are and not what you 

do? By a mom and-or dad? By a friend? 

This Family-of-Three, Father, Son and Spirit created us for such love. They willingly pour 

such love into our lives, inviting us into the inner circle of their Family love, if we are open to 

come. And it’s freeing and healing. 

[We] know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 

character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame because [the Father’s] love has 

been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us 

(Romans 5:3-5). 

When we experience this surrounding and unconditional love, we begin to willingly and 

eagerly yield ourselves to Him. This love produces perseverance to develop solid character and 

to become more of the person we truly want to be within when we reflect quietly. 

We are born from above into this Family of God, adopted in so we are no longer orphans. This 

relational, Triune God opened the circle of His intimate Family relationship to share His 

unending life with those fashioned in His image. When Jesus said “home,” I suspect He had a 

way of saying it that sounded like the rare and wonderful place it is. It’s the home we have 

always longed for. John says it like this. 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! (1 Jn 3:1a). 
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Do you know how deeply the Father loves you? What freedom! 

Let me take a brief detour, that’s an important question that lingers in the minds of many.  

I’ve been focusing on the Father’s love toward His Family. Some argue that this concept can 

have little meaning for those who have had bad authority figures or family experience in their 

lives. Certainly, for those who have experienced overbearing, indifferent or abusive fathers, this 

may cause their very guts to squirm when they hear God spoken of as a Father. However, to 

transfer the failings of earthly fathers to our compassionate Father is a gigantic and costly 

misstep.  

There’s only one true Father-figure, your loving Father. How you view Him greatly impacts 

your Christian journey. I suggest that you intentionally “fire” your dad (or mom) as your default 

father-figure, no matter how superb they were as parents. Then “rehire” him (or her) as only 

your parent (no matter how hurtful you felt they were). Learn to love the whole person as dad or 

mom, warts and all.  

Then look over the shoulder of Jesus and transform your Father-figure in your mind to 

correspond with how Jesus related with His Father. Our Family-of-Three simply bursts with 

warm and life-imparting nourishment, far more willing to give than we are to receive. 

It’s not just that the Father loves the Son. The Son also loves the Father. And loves Him so 

much that to do His Father’s pleasure is as food to him (John 4:34). It’s His sheer joy and 

delight always to do His Father’ will, obedient even unto death. The shape of their Father-Son 

relationship from eternity past begins a gracious cascade, like a waterfall of love inundating into 

our lives. Jesus models the life He calls us to. 

When you start with the Jesus of the NT, it’s a relational Triune God that you get. The Trinity 

is not the product of abstract speculation. When you proclaim Jesus, the Spirit-anointed Son of 

the Father, you proclaim the relational Triune God. 

God never hoards His life and love. And so, just as the Father decided to include us in His 

love for the Son, to share it with us, so the Son chose to include us in His love for the Father. 

That’s what it means to be His child and to image Him. He delights to echo His Father’s love 

back to Him. We have been created to know His love so that we might love the Lord our God 

and to be living letters of His presence to others. 

We do not have God’s life or love or light in ourselves. We depend entirely on the Spirit. And 

if this is how we were created to live, how much more is this true of us now after the Fall in 

Genesis 3! The life the Spirit gives is not an abstract package of blessing. It’s His own life that 

He shares with us, the life of fellowship with the Father and the Son. 

How else could we live loved except out of the fulness of His life in community? 

The Christian life is not about bringing us to a mere external performance for Christ. Faith in 

Jesus’ cross and resurrection brings us to share the same mutual delight and love the Father, Son 

and Spirit have for each other. Now we willingly enjoy wholeheartedly giving ourselves to Him 

and to others. When we come home, to the home we have been longing for all our lives, we find 

our rest there. God fashioned humanity to find our satisfaction in His all-satisfying fellowship.  

Despite the horrific Fall in Genesis 3, God never veers from His original Eden-intent. He 

values His Bride and His children so much that He freely, willingly, and joyfully paid such a 

steep price to restore intimate relationship with us. The cost of the death of His Son, Jesus, 
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surpasses the sum of all ransoms paid from the beginning of the world to rescue and restore a 

kidnapped family member.i Love IS costly. 

Through faith in Christ, the Spirit unites us to the Son so that the Father’s love for the Son also 

encompasses us. He draws us to share the Father’s own enjoyment of His Son and causes us to 

share the Son’s delight in the Father. What could be more alluring than to keep in step with a 

Spirit whose purpose is to activate our treasures in Christ and to multiply our love for the 

Family-of-Three and for others? So what if He needs to clear some rubble from our lives to 

make space to experience such love. 

So, the Father sent the Son because of how He so loved Him and wanted that love to be shared 

and enjoyed. And the Son went to the cross because He so loved His Father and wanted that love 

to be shared and enjoyed. Their mission comes from the overflow of their love. Such an 

uncontainable enjoyment of the Triune fellowship is what we join when we serve. 

When Jesus came to restore relationship, He did not come alone!  

The Father, Son and Spirit all worked with His people as a divine Partnership-of-Three (Acts 

10:37-38; Mark 1:9-11). Jesus’ life on earth gives us a Model for how to live loved by the Father. 

Jesus’ life and death, resurrection and ascension make it possible to live loved by bringing God’s 

plan to fulfillment. Jesus determined with certainty through His resurrection and ascension that 

God’s plan is already successfully completed. Do we trust God's provision implicitly, even 

though we do not yet experience all the finality as we walk this out on earth? 

Jesus came once to fully meet all God’s requirements (the already). He will come again to 

consummate all things (the not yet). Some call this the “already but not yet” of God’s plan. 

Others prefer the phrase “time between the times.”1 These phrases point towards the daily 

responsibility of God’s people. As God’s intimate allies, we make visible in and through our lives 

what is already true as we await Jesus’ 2nd Coming. No wonder Jesus calls us to live loved by the 

Father, Son and Spirit and to love others like Jesus does. 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another” (Jesus in John 13:34, emphasis). 

“As I…so you” is our model for life! God never veers from His original Eden-intent, despite 

the horrific Fall in Genesis 3. He values His Bride so much that He freely, willingly, and joyfully 

paid such a steep price to restore intimate relationship with us so we could now live out of a 

culture of freedom. The cost of the death of His Son, Jesus, surpasses the sum of all ransoms paid 

from the beginning of the world to rescue and restore a kidnapped family member.2 

How vast is God’s love for you? 

One measure of the value of any object is its purchase price. The God who knows everything 

was acutely aware of the coming defection of mankind, even before creating. What “return on 

investment” (ROI) could be great enough for God to pay such an immense price to ransom 

humanity?  

 
1 That is, the time between Jesus’ 1st Coming and His 2nd Coming in power to restore all things. This time 

between the times is where we live and minister now, drawing from His complete provision provided in His 

1st Coming and yearning for its fulfillment in His 2nd Coming. 
2 If any of this is remotely strange or unclear, I would recommend the first book in my Trilogy called Big 

God! Bold Design. In the first book (God’s Initiating Love), chapters one through three explore Genesis 1, 

2 and 3. With a good handle on these three chapters, we now have a good lens through which to understand 

the rest of the Bible. 
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Jesus joyfully paid this price for you and for me because He anticipated the results, bringing 

many daughters and sons into the Family of God (Hebrews 12:2; 2:10). This immeasurably high 

cost of Jesus’ death restores us to participate in God’s eternal Eden-plan. Look at the cross. Jesus’ 

death defines how very much the Father loves you! This is our true North.  

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! (1 John 3:1a). 

The wonder is that it’s the Son who hangs on the cross. The Father, in his great love, sends 

His Son; and the Son goes, delighting to do the will of the Father and sharing His Father’s love 

(Hebrews 10:7). Indeed, that love and delight make the Son unstoppable. He resolutely sets his 

face to go to Jerusalem where He will die. And this means that nobody, but God Himself 

contributes to the work of salvation. The Father, Son and Spirit accomplish it all. It's because 

God is Triune that the cross is such good news. 

And it’s this life that we live out daily. 

As we freely receive the Father’s outpoured love, also willingly give Jesus’ life away to free 

captives one-by-one on His daring adventure. The Dead Sea has little life because it has no 

outflow. In 1 John, the Apostle calls his “dear children” to a triad of responses, faith, love and 

obedience.  

Paul seems to use a similar triad as a shorthand description of Christian maturity. As an 

expression of growing Christlike character, he repeatedly calls followers of Jesus to faith, love 

and hope, and at times substitutes the results flowing from hope like obedience and perseverance 

(Romans 5:3-5). We need all three, Both/And/And. 

• Faith looks back on the certainty of God’s character and promises and expresses itself 

through love and an eager, expectant hope to persevere. 

• Love flows from faith and springs from hope. Love pours out this love of Christ within 

towards the wellbeing of others. 

• Hope draws from a certain and joyful anticipation of future good as it develops self-

control and perseverance within on our journey. 

God created us to live loved by Him. 

Transformation begins when we see the Father’s love through Jesus’ eyes and value ourselves 

in the same way our Family-of-Three value us. “We become what we behold” 2 Corinthians 

3:18). They delighted to design us as God’s image-bearers and to restore us like Jesus, unique in 

all His creation. As new creations, our lavish Giver calls us to fulfill our destiny. Through us, He 

has now multiplied channels for His life and love and light as we live loved.  

To live loved means that we are a causeway to channel God’s love toward others. The rescued 

become the rescuers. Out of His free, boundless and energetic love, God found His pleasure in 

creating us lovable, like Jesus. It’s who He is. He acts. He blesses. He initiates to reproduce 

because it’s His nature. Repeatedly recalibrate your spiritual compass to God’s eternal plan. 

How do I embrace this new life and live loved? 

What is this Good News worth to you in your daily life? 

If you desire to know what God thinks about you, partner with the Spirit by spending 

significant, leisurely time in the Gospels to see Jesus and in Genesis 1 and 2 before the Fall of 

humanity. The first of the books in my Trilogy, Big God! Bold Design, focuses on these key 

chapters, Genesis 1-4.ii 
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i If any of this is remotely strange or unclear, I would recommend the first book in my Trilogy 
called Big God! Bold Design. In the first book (God’s Initiating Love), chapters one through three 
explore Genesis 1, 2 and 3. With a good handle on these three chapters, we now have a good 
lens through which to understand the rest of the Bible. 
ii If this stirs something within that needs deepened and broadened now, I wrote the trilogy Big 
God! Bold Design for this purpose (available on Amazon.com with links on my website on 
“Freder’s Favorites,” JimFredericks.com.) This can lay into our lives a solid foundation of 
essentials from the perspective of our relational Trinity, beginning with Genesis 1, 2 and 3. 


