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Three: God Created Humanity with a Bold Design 

Let’s return again to the beginning in Genesis 1 and 2 where all creation began. Then gaze 

over the shoulder of the only eyewitness of creation, Jesus. Learn to intentionally look at life 

through Jesus’ eyes and revelation from in Genesis 1 and 2.  

Who is this God who created us to know and love Him deeply? 

Before anything else existed, this Family-of-Three, Father, Son and Spirit, always existed in 

perfect cooperation…lacking nothing. Their unbridled delight and satisfaction with One Another 

in their mutual, joy-filled, encouraging life knew no bounds! As a deeply intimate, mutually 

serving, gloriously creative, and powerful relational Community, such life and love and light 

must be multiplied to reach the zenith of its fullness. 

How did God create us with such a bold design? 

God created humanity as much like the infinite, uncreated, majestic Trinity as a finite, created 

being could be fashioned to multiply their love. “As much like Him,” yet the chasm between 

humanity and God is infinite. “As much like Him,” so God could become fully human in Jesus’ 

incarnation without violating either Divinity or humanity. Dust yet created by the divine breath 

of God (Genesis 2:7). Both/And. 

And even more importantly, WHY did God create humanity? 

God certainly did not create because He lacked anything in Himself. The Father, Son and Spirit 

were relational Community before anything else existed. Their unbridled mutual co-love for One 

Another and their joy-filled life with Each Other knew no bounds in the outpouring of their 

delight and satisfaction! 

However, life and love must be multiplied to reach the zenith of its fullness. 

The Father so deeply loved His Son and the Son His Father that the Team-of-Three decided to 

“go public” in creation. God designed His image-bearers as much like the relational Trinity as 

any created being could ever be, although we could never become li'l gods. How foolish! This 

Team longs to populate the world with men and women like Jesus to receive and to pass along 

His life and love to others. 

However, love is creative. Love is generative. Love must multiply. Their mutual love would 

not “permit” this supremely good Family-of-Three to keep their relationship to themselves. (I 

flounder for language to express their free decision to create from a relationship lacking nothing). 

God is a generous Giver at heart. He yearns to bless by pouring out His life and love and light. 

Such a passionate Self-Giver with His bubbling over life fulfilled His desire to multiply by 

“going public.” God’s goodness ignited His generosity to create out of His greatness, both image-

bearers and a creation to house us. 

Genesis 1 and 2 magnificently display their solution.  

We call this creation. 

Because of creation, our Family-of-Three now has other intimate companions to receive their 

Divine life, love and light. Now beings like Him display to others our passionate delight in our 

Family-of-Three. This is what it means when the Bible says we “glorify God.” As we respond 

like Him, people get a glimpse of who He is, like through a living letter (2 Corinthians 3:2-3). 

God is in us, and we are in Him, sharing the same glory and the same love as the Son received 

from the Father (John 17:23+26). 
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Of course, not for any vain reason.  

God certainly did not create because He has a huge ego that needs stroked through our worship. 

In fact, God is the most other-centered Person in the universe, completely secure in who He is. A 

love that's authentic though must include the real possibility of being willingly embraced or 

rejected. We worship Him simply because He is worthy of our praise. As we get to know Him 

better, the most natural response is for us to willingly and eagerly give Him our all-in, 

wholehearted allegiance. Such responses are His brilliant plan to release our highest and best and 

our only spiritual sane response (Romans 12:1). 

In His glory (the shimmering brilliance of His character), He reveals the perfection of 

everything that is good and rightly related. We don’t find that in our world anywhere else. His 

initiating first-love draws us to become all that God has prepared us to be. God gave everything to 

show that nothing will stand in the way of His redeeming and restoring every willing person to 

His glory.  

He initiates and we respond. Discern God’s part and our part. 

This means: God’s generosity moved His goodness and greatness to create community beings 

like Himself. He created us in His image, as much like the Uncreated God as a created being 

could ever be. 

Why? 

So we can enjoy one another. At His essential core as relational Lover, God is a generous 

Giver of good. He yearns to bless by pouring out His life and love and light. Such a passionate 

Self-Giver with His bubbling over life fulfilled His desire to multiply recipients of His love by 

“going public.” Out of His greatness, God’s goodness ignited His generosity to create image-

bearers.  

The most significant SmallGroup in the universe designed image-bearers, created uniquely man 

and uniquely woman to live loved by Him in community. Fish need water to live. Birds need the 

air to fly. Humanity needs God’s initiating first-love to live loved (1 John 4:19). God fashioned 

humanity as much like the infinite Uncreated as a created being could ever be (Genesis 1:26; 2:7; 

Psalm 8:5; 2 Peter 1:4). This amazing Reality prepares us to live loved by the Father, Son and 

Spirit. 

This is the purpose for which you exist. God designed you for this, whether you know it or not. 

In the beginning God created by saying… 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over….”  

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 

and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over...”  

(Genesis 1:26-28, emphasis).  

God’s Eden-intent was, and is, for His image-bearers to first experience an intimate, secure 

relationship with Him (“in our image…likeness”). Relationship always precedes ministry 

service in the Family and Kingdom of God. As intimate allies, we then join His adventure of life 

so God can again rule His earth through His human representatives (“rule over”). And God 

blessed us with everything we need for a satisfying and fruitful life and ministry. 

God designed us for belonging (image/likeness), for purpose (co-rule with Hi and for blessing. 
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Towards the end of his long life, the mature Apostle Paul summarized this foundational 

creation intent in what I call the ABC’s of value and worth. What the world chases after all their 

lives, God gives as a free gift of salvation because it reflects His creation-intent. I gathered this 

from 1 John 2:12-14, “beloved child,” the first spiritual development cycle. 

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you on account 

of His name [and] because you know the Father (1 John 2:12a+-13b, emphasis). 

1. Acceptance, our sins have been fully forgiven through faith in Christ. This removes 

every last roadblock barring entrance into our freedom to live in God’s full and final 

acceptance/affirmation. 

2. Belonging, the way is now open wide to experience our Father’s heart and initiating 

first-love as we now belong forever in the Family of God. This is our true identity and 

secure home. 

3. Competence, on account of Jesus, we grow in competence to do God-Assignments to 

serve. We begin to partner with Jesus on His epic adventure of faith with the Kingdom 

authority of God.  

The Father so enjoyed His fellowship with His Son that He wanted to have the goodness of 

relationship passed along and shared. Life and love are something that God has always 

possessed. Through creation, He now daily shares His life and love with His image-bearers. 

Creation was a free choice borne out of nothing but Trinitarian love. 

The most significant SmallGroup in the universe designed image-bearers to live loved by the 

Father, created uniquely male and uniquely female (Genesis 1:27). Fish need water to live. Birds 

need the air to fly. Humanity needs the Father’s initiating first-love to live loved (1 John 4:19). 

God fashioned humanity as much like the infinite Uncreated as a created being could ever be 

(Gen. 1:26-28; 2:7; Psalm 8:5; 2 Peter 1:4).  

In God’s infinite wisdom, He chose to deepen relationship with His crown-jewel by delegating 

His unlimited authority in this world.i His wish is for those who take their rightful place by His 

side to live loved by Him, drawing from and passing along His love. Shared adventures as 

partners, especially with difficulties, often forge a team together in lifelong friendships with 

significant shared purpose.  

This amazing Reality prepares us to live loved by the Father because we have been united with 

Jesus who provides all we need as the true Vine. And this provision is activated by the Spirit of 

God. We exist for this purpose. Whether we know it or not, God fashioned us for such a life, to 

live loved as intimate allies.  

“Overflowing with the generosity that comes from the abundance of real love, He creates 

us to share in the joy of this heroic intimacy” (Curtis & Eldredge, The Sacred Romance). 

The Triune God is sovereign, yet no micro-manager. He makes room for others to have real 

existence as the gatekeepers of their hearts. The Father chose to create many children who will 

have real lives of their own with Him with the hope that they will choose their highest and best, 

relational intimacy with Him. The Father shares the love and freedom He has always enjoyed 

with His unique Son. 

This relational Triune God is an inherently outgoing, life-giving God. He did not give life for 

the first time when He decided to create. From eternity, our Family-of-Three has been life-

giving. The Father has always enjoyed loving another. So, the act of creating others to love 
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seems utterly appropriate for Him. Creation is then simply the extension of the Father’s outward 

love so that it might be enjoyed by others.  

God formed the first man from the ground and breathed into him the breath of life (Genesis 

2:7). Imagine the intimacy of that first glimpse Adam snatched of his new world. As his eyes 

opened for the first time, Adam gazed longingly into the face of the Living God! Since we have 

been created in the image of this relational Triune God, we are created to also delight in 

harmonious relationship, to love God and to love each other. This is His eternal, unchanging 

intent for humanity. 

The Reality of this bold design stuns me. And melts my heart. 

This relational, Triune God determined to open the circle of His intimate Family relationship 

and to share His unending life with those fashioned in His image. How else could we live loved 

except out of the fulness of His love and life? The Bible calls this life “eternal life.” Eternal life 

emphasizes the unique quality of His life in us, a life without end that now fills us to overflowing 

(John 10:10b). This is why we can live loved, because He is the object of our love. 

God designed us with core-needs for intimacy and adventure that require more than we often 

believe we have. As intimate allies, our good Father and our great King prepare His people 

together as His son and daughter, His prince and princess, to take our rightful place as co-regents 

over this world. These fabulous word-pictures stir our hearts.ii When we add to this the NT clarity 

of Jesus as the generous Groom ravished by love for His people as His bride, our heart becomes 

unhinged! This picture of lasting friendship (John 15:12-17) is so intimate that Scripture waited 

until the coming of Jesus to clearly reveal such a relationship (Ephesians 5:32; Revelation 19:7). 

Do you feel God’s spiritual desire for you that matches the physical desire of a groom on his 

wedding night for his bride?  

Please don’t settle until you do at times. And keep patiently seeking His face. Read the Psalms. 

Read the Gospels, especially John, describing the intimacy of Jesus with His Father.  

“I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you” (Jesus in John 14:20). 

I see this as the eternal reason for the creation of human life and the world He delegated to His 

people to steward. God’s heart yearns to enjoy intimate relationship with His image-bearers. He 

delights to partner with each of us in His purposeful adventures. He provides both our identity 

and authority through His life. Stunning, yet this was His unchanging Eden-intent, even though 

God knew Adam would fail. 

The Bible calls this life “eternal life.” Eternal life emphasizes the unique quality of His life in 

us. This life begins with our spiritual birth and extends without end, filling to overflowing (John 

10:10b). No wonder we can live loved since He’s the object of our love (1 John 3:1). 

“The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its love” (Henry 

Scougal). 

What do you think your worth is?  

Are your eyes focused on the most significant Being in the universe?  

And our attentive Father numbers every hair on our heads. He knows when every sparrow falls 

to the ground. How much more will our Father breathe out His life and love into all His children 

through His Spirit? 
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Nothing is more fundamental than to know this Father and to know ourselves as He sees us. 

Major on deepening your understanding and moment-by-moment responses to the two most 

essential questions of life. Become lifelong life-learners and doers of His will.  

“What’s God like?” “How does this relational Trinity see me?” 

What is the God of the universe communicating to you from His heart? Are you serious about 

this Divine Dance activated by the Spirit? Do you really believe the tremendous resources our 

Lead Partner offers in Jesus? Do you believe that the Father uses irritable people and horrific 

events to change His people into Christlikeness on the way?  

We certainly cannot change our past, yet we build a spiritually healthy change process upon it. 

Our God uses even difficult or horrible people and events from our past to develop good within 

His people. So all things matter. Both continuity and discontinuity. 

Don’t short-change yourself by stopping short. Don’t settle. Take ownership. Radically push 

through. And don’t do it alone. What the Community-God is doing, He is doing through us as 

His people together on mission, re-created to bear His image and likeness. 

 
i Yes, this also leads to untold pain in those who have experienced abuse of power in those in authority. 

Nevertheless, God is still ultimate authority, and He will make right what’s not right…in His own timing. 

That last phrase is what we wrestle with. And by the way, David in the Psalms, a man after God’s heart 

wrestled with this also. See Psalm 13:12 (but don’t miss his solution in verse 3-4 and 5-6). No matter how 

others in authority have treated us, exercise authority and treat others like Jesus does. 
ii See the following article #3, Three Dynamic Pictures, for a deeper dive. 


