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Jesus Fulfills & Supersedes the OT  

Paul’s clear conclusion, supported by Jesus and other writers, is that the temporary, conditional 

Mosaic Covenant has been fulfilled by Jesus and is no longer our covenant. What are the 

implications? 

In the OT, we discover so many first things about God and humanity in His big-story. Without 

the divinely inspired Old Testament (OT), God’s New Testament (NT) adventure with His people 

loses its context, makes less sense and its beauty is diminished. The shades of color are less 

bright. The melody would haunt us without the OT because we sense something essential is 

missing without the OT chorus. What a treasure chest the divinely inspired OT is!  

And the agitators misused what God intended for good as an instrument for evil, as some still 

do today. When a person tastes the legalism of “religion,” he/she often turns it into a tool to 

control others.  

No matter how sincere and passionate the agitators were, they deceived themselves because 

they were stuck in the old and blinded to the new. This part-for-the-whole thinking (lifting up a 

legitimate part as if it were the whole) always fosters deception. This sounds a lot like Saul (Paul) 

on the Damascus Road, sincerely believing he was serving God. No wonder Paul is so adamant 

with his spiritual children. 

On any journey, we need at least acceleration and direction. Both, not only one. The agitators 

had acceleration (passion) in spades yet lacked direction towards a NT culture Their inner 

spiritual compass was off. They failed to grasp how stunning this new life in Christ is. Instead, 

they lead others back to the Mosaic Covenant to experience the same bondage they do. Today I 

also hear Christians foolishly claiming that a “new thing” is coming. Be careful of any person or 

group who major on: “the new thing is coming,” even if they ooze passion like the agitators, 

especially if their message is OT based. The “New Thing” has come. He has a face and a name, 

Jesus, the name above every name. 

Legalism does that to Christians, especially those who have been Christians for a while, and 

who are blind to how rigid their old wineskin has become. Remember, old wineskins began well. 

They simply became rigid, inflexible over time. Unless we have a solid NT foundation with an 

eager willingness to explore and change as lifelong life-learners, in time we will also settle as old 

wineskins. Living things grow. Growth demands change. Since we are incredible redeemed and 

restored image-bearers who are still very much in process, change is a golden key into fuller life 

in Christ. Although don’t confuse “different” for “change.” 

Jesus radically changed all things because He is the “new thing” predicted in the OT (Jeremiah 

31:31-34). Jesus was born under the temporary Mosaic Law to fulfill the Law and bring it to its 

sovereignly intended end, ushering in freedom in the Spirit for His Family. 

Jesus claimed to be the fulfillment of Judaism and a replacement for paganism, bringing new 

wineskins for His new wine since both legalism and license are old wineskins. Legalism is so 

resistant to exposure because it encompasses some truth. Like Paul on the Damascus Road, a 

person laboring under legalism is often blind. Deceit is like a fishhook, alluring bait on the 

outside covering a deadly hook on the inside.  

YES, Jesus makes all things new because Jesus is the greater, the new thing to which the OT 

points (Luke 24:27+44; John 5:39+46). Jesus brought the OT to its sovereignly planned end and 

launched the new. 
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For example in the OT, revelation beyond Scripture (but never contradictory to the Bible) 

comes from God through personal declaring. God directly speaks through His chosen vessels. 

Although in the OT, if someone says, “God says,” and it doesn't happen, they may die...or a bear 

may eat them up!  

In the NT, God communicates through communal discerning. We all get to participate since the 

life Jesus brings is prophetic in all His followers to some degree. A word is therefore tested for 

validity by the community, and the interpretation and application weighed through communal 

discerning (as samples: 1 Corinthians 14:29-33; Acts 10:14; Acts 15:28; the plural pronouns in 1 

Thessalonians 5:19-22). The NT now follows: “it seems good to the Holy Spirit and to us.” NT 

followers are now permanently outfitted with our “Jedi light saber,” powerful spiritual weapons 

different than the OT and the world (2 Cor. 10:3-5), yet also under mutual authority with one 

another. 

Please explore with me. This is “must know!” Are you ready to listen closely to what the NT 

itself says, regardless of what we have been taught before? Jesus is the Greater!  

Paul uses the OT example of Moses coming down from the mountaintop after God gave him 

the Ten Commandments. From basking in His presence, God’s glory shone on his face, so 

brilliant that the people could not look at him. Paul takes this example of stunning glory in the OT 

and compares “how much more glorious” Jesus and the NT is compared to the OT. Read 2 

Corinthians 3:7-11 yourself as I briefly summarize it. Only active learning transforms our minds. 

• If the ministry that brought death came with glory (OT ministry), then the ministry of 

the Spirit (NT ministry) is “even more glorious” (7-8). 

• If the ministry that condemns men is glorious (OT ministry), then “how much more 

glorious” is the ministry that brings righteousness (NT ministry, 9-10). 

• If what was fading away came with glory (OT ministry), “how much greater” is the 

glory that lasts forever (NT ministry, 11). 

What an astounding change between the OT and the NT if words mean anything. As wonderful 

and inspired as the OT is, Paul under the inspiration of the Spirt calls the OT ministry death, 

condemnation and fading. By contrast, Paul describes the NT ministry of the Spirit as more 

glorious, bringing righteousness and lasting. 

In Matthew 5, Jesus affirms His role to “fulfill” the OT. Then six-time Jesus contrasts “you 

have heard…” taken from the six horizontal commands in the Ten Commandments with “but I 

say….” Jesus walked under the Law, fulfilled it, and brought in the new that supersedes it. 

The writer to the Hebrews adds weight to how Jesus radically changed all things. Read the 

dazzling description of Jesus in Hebrews 1:1-3. Note your observations. God has always been 

communicating His heart. In the past, God spoke through prophets in every possible way, divine 

inspiration. By contrast in these “last days” (that have lasted over 2,000 years!), the Father has 

spoken to us by His Son. Also notice the incredible promise of freedom in Hebrews 4:10-11 (plus 

the context (3:7-4:11)! 

The Son of God, both fully God and fully man through the incarnation (oh mystery!) is the heir 

of all things. All of creation was made by His Son. The Son is the radiance of His Father’s glory. 

He is the exact representation of God’s Being.  

Do you understand what you just read? When we see Jesus, we see God Himself. W 

hat a dramatic change from the OT where those who saw God died. He also sustains all things 

by His powerful word. After providing everything necessary for this radical New Covenant (that’s 



Page 3 of 4 

what testament means, covenant), our Lord Jesus Christ sat at the place of honor and power, 

authority and rule on the throne at the right hand of the Father. 

In short, only Jesus qualifies to bring a radically new and more intimate way for God to relate 

with mankind since the Fall in Genesis 3. What could there be after Jesus? And that’s exactly 

what He did to fulfill God’s original Eden-intent in Genesis 1-2…and go far beyond. 

The entire book of Hebrews also supports this revolutionary view of the NT in which Jesus 

radically changed all things. This book was written to Hebrew Christians scattered around the 

world. They were beginning to compromise their radical relationship with Jesus and turn back to 

their Jewish roots because the Romans persecuted Christians harder than Jews at this time. 

These believers wanted to slide back under the OT covenant and hide as “secret Christians” 

under the disguise of the Jewish religious practices. No wonder so many strong warning passages 

in Hebrews! The writer systematically paints a breathtaking portrait of the superiority over the 

OT of the Person, the ministry, and the life of Jesus Christ, the only one who is worth such costly, 

wholehearted allegiance. 

We can get too much religion. We can never get too much of Jesus. Here is an outline of this 

literary masterpiece, Hebrews. The writer systematically demonstrates how Jesus is so far 

superior to all the important people and elements in the OT. 

Jesus Christ our Lord is: 

• Greater than the OT prophets (1:1-3). 

• Greater than the angels (1:4-2:18). 

• Greater than Moses (3:1-19). 

• Greater than Joshua (4:1-13). 

• Greater than Aaron as High Priest (4:14-5:10). 

Jesus Christ our Lord… 

• Provides a better soil for fruitful growth (5:11-6:20a). 

• Makes available a better priesthood (6:20b-8:6). 

• Mediates a better covenant (8:6-13). 

• Furnishes a better tabernacle (9:1-11). 

• Offers a better sacrifice (9:12-10:18). 

Because of the superiority of the Person of Jesus Christ (1:1-5:10) and the ministry of Jesus 

Christ (5:11-10:18), only Jesus Christ brings us such a superior quality of life. His resurrected 

life in us releases hope to persevere (10:19-39), provides faith even in trials (11:1-12:3), and calls 

us to love regardless of cost (12:4-13:17). Why would any sane person dabble in Jesus-Plus when 

Jesus alone releases abundant life? 

Like a good parent waiting for his/her child to outgrow her childish ways, God always meets us 

where we are, with what we can handle today. He then moves us toward our best.  

The OT, circumcision and the Mosaic Law were good and divinely inspired…for then. Yet 

temporary, conditional, until Jesus came and opened up the unconditional promises He gave 

Abraham by making us able to live for Him through faith. As Paul preached this message of 

freedom all over the Mediterranean basis, a vocal group of Jewish/Christians agitated agitators 

Paul’s friends. They sought to bring them back into hyper-religious, manmade religious beliefs 

and practices, life through law-keeping.  
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Jesus made it crystal clear that the “proof of life” is not works but relationship (Matthew 7:21-

23). They say, “Look what we did for you, Lord?’ Jesus says, “I never knew you.” We never had 

relationship.” 

The only complete revelation of life is through a life. God must come as man to bring His 

eternal life all the way to us. The “New Thing” has already come, fulfilling OT prophecies. He 

has a face and a name. Jesus! Jesus genuinely made all things new, yet not finally at this time in 

our experience. We now live and minister in “the already but not yet” of this Trinitarian life. 

Fully new, yet not completely realized (Revelation 21:5a). Both/And. 

Have you and I fully embraced this radical freedom in the Spirit? 

[Where] the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces 

contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17-18). 

A true Sabbath rest awaits those who press into Jesus (Hebrews 4:1-11). 

“What is it that your life wants from you?” Paul answers for himself in Galatians 6:14. What 

is your answer? Jesus and His death and resurrection radically changed all things. 


