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APPENDIX 

Additional Question-Stems 

Don’t let the long list overwhelm you! Read these samples several times to get acquainted 

with them, like good friends, so you can draw on them spontaneously as needed. 

From our 6 Helpers 

1. WHO? (Person):  

• Who is the author?  

• Who is affected by this statement?  

• Who was the recipient of the letter?  

• Who is it about?  

• Who is omitted?  

2. WHERE? (Place):  

• Where is your focus drawn in this account? 

• Where was the writer when he wrote (religious, political, and economic situation of the 

city or region)?  

• Where was this written to?  

3. WHEN? (Time):  

• When was the passage written (before or after the death of Christ; when in relationship 

to other letters by the same author, etc.)?  

• When did that event in the passage happen?  

4. WHAT? (Content):  

• What word or phrase touched your heart? 

• What have you seen and heard in the passage? 

• What kind of literature is the passage (prose, poetry, history, gospel, parable, epistle, and 

apocalypse)?  

• What is the subject at hand?  

• What are the circumstances that have influenced the author?  

• What words or images draw your heart to Jesus? 

• What are the basic facts of this passage?  

• What words or phrases need to be better understood?  

• What is the main point of this passage?  

• What specific situation in my life relates to this passage? 

• What does this encourage/discourage?  

• What is unusual about the language of the passage?  

• What promises are given?  

• What examples can be gleaned (good or bad)?  

• What repetitions, comparisons, contrasts, verb tenses, use of conjunctions, cause/effect, 

logical constructions are present?  

• What encouragements or challenges have I taken from this passage? 

• What issues does this passage raise that are still issues today?  
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• What does this passage say about God, about people, about sin, about salvation, about 

Christian living?  

• What can I do to cultivate something from this passage into a good habit? 

• What needed corrections or adjustments in my habits or character come to mind as I 

converse with God about this?  

• What do I need to change based on this passage? 

• What now? God’s Love-Letter holds up a mirror so we can see ourselves better. We 

change when we respond 

• What are personal risks to me if I do what this passage says? 

• What would be the personal benefits of living like this passage calls me to? 

5. WHY? (Motive): “Why?” is a powerful question to master since they explore motives They 

may also generate more defensiveness when trust is lower. Our “Why” questions can be 

perceived to be critical or judgmental. Develop an awareness of when a question has generated 

defensiveness so you can step back and rephrase the question. A good general adage is, “If you 

meet resistance, move to relationship.” In other words, if you sense resistance, turn up the 

warmth of your demonstrated love and care. Resistance can turn an open atmosphere into one of 

protection, caution and guarded behavior. Reactive question de-energize and dis-empower. 

Without vulnerability, there is little risk-taking, experimentation and growth. Be patient as you 

change questions into an expression of trust, interest, openness, and solution-seeking since many 

others may have experienced negative questions most of their lives. 

• Why should I respond like the person in the passage?  

• Why does this passage make me uncomfortable? 

• Why is the author writing about this particular topic?  

• Why do I need to change based on this passage? 

• Why does he want us to do or believe certain things?  

• Why is this particular word here?  

• Why did he use this word, and not another similar one?  

• Why did the key people respond the way they did?  

• Why did he use this connecting word and not another?  

• Why did he develop or summarize his argument in that manner?  

• Why did he use comparison rather than contrast, repetition, causation, questions, etc.?  

• Why should I appropriate and apply this for my life through the power of the Holy 

Spirit?  

6. HOW? (Manner):  

• How has this passage drawn you to reflect? 

• How can (or have) I put this insight into practice this week? 

• How did the writer communicate his message?  

• How is the relational Trinity inviting me to respond in this passage? 

• How did the results in the passage occur?  

• How does he use connecting words (therefore, but, and, so, in order that)?  

• How does the author develop or summarize his argument?  

• How does the author use comparison/contrast, repetition, causation, verb tenses?  

• How does he use questions?  
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• How does this passage challenge our contemporary values and life-style?  

• How can I put into practice what the author is teaching? 
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Launching Question Stems 

Begin with the end-target of this group time in mind. “What am I attempting to accomplish in 

this group or conversation?” Here are some suggested question-stems for launching questions, 

the same question mentioned in the main article. 

1. “What did you observe in this passage about…?” 

2. “What do you think Jesus means when He says…?” 

3. “What did you learn in this passage about…?” 

4. “What impressed you the most as we read through about…?” 

Guiding Question Stems 

I have listed some question-stems for three types of guiding questions for your benefit, 

clarifying, expanding and redirecting. Don’t feel that you need to memorize all of these. Read 

through them a number of times, become comfortable and familiar with these good friends so 

they will pop into your mind spontaneously at the right time! 

1. Clarifying question-stems: 

1. “Where do you find…in the text?” 

2. “What do you mean by…? 

3. “What is the meaning of…?” 

4. “How did you arrive at your conclusion that…?” 

5. “What are you assuming when…?” 

6. “What is underlying what you said about…?” 

7. “Could you give me an example of…?” 

8. “How could you rephrase…in another way?” 
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2. Expanding question-stems (comparisons, synthesis, evaluation to make people think): 

1. “How is…connected to…?” 

2. “How does …differ from what we find in…?” 

3. “Why do you think the author said….” 

4. “How could you explain your idea a little further that…?” 

5. “Where else do you see…in Scripture?” 

6. “Why do you think…is true?” 

7. “How is this important to…?” 

8. “How do you know that…?” 

9. “Do you agree or disagree that…?” 

10. “What are you assuming when you say…?” 

11. “How do you explain…?” 

12. “What are you implying by…?” 

13. “What are your reasons for stating that…?” 

14. “What is the counterargument for…? 

15. “What could be an alternative for…?” 

16. “What is an example of…?” 

17. “What might happen if…?” 

18. “How could…be used to…?” 

19. “What do we already know about…?” 

20. “What are some possible solutions to…?” 

21. “What are the implications of…?” 

22. “What are the strengths and weaknesses of…?” 

23. “What assurance does…give you?” 

24. “How does…effect…?” 

25. “How does…tie in with what we learned before in…? 

26. “What do you think causes…?” 

27. “What are your lingering questions about…?” 

28. “Mary, what do you think about…?” (but only if you know Mary well!!!)  
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Redirecting Question Stems 

Redirecting question-stems: If the discussion wanders from the passage, you may need to draw 

the group back on track with a redirecting question  

1. “Good thought. Who else can add to… [then redirect to the lesson theme]” 

2. “How would the rest of you answer… [then redirect to the lesson theme]” 

3. “What reason can others give for… [then redirect to the lesson theme]” 

4. “What else did the rest of you notice about…?” 

5. “That’s interesting, but what does someone else think about…?”. 

6. “So-in-so, I like what you say, but before we hear from you again, we’d like to see if 

others would like to chip in on ….” 

7. “This is great. So many want to dialog. I’ll call three people and after they’ve had their 

turn, I’ll call three more until everyone has had a chance to discuss….” 

8. “I’ve never quite thought of it like that. That would take too much time to explore now. 

What about discussing that together after the meeting over refreshments? But now, how 

does… [then redirect to the lesson theme]” 

 

 

 

 

Applying Question Stems 

Invest the time in these personal impacting questions for any kind of a discussion teaching time 

since application is so crucial to healthy growth. Take the preparation seriously. As you prepare, 

ask the Spirit for direction for the time of application. Here are some question-stems for applying 

questions. 

1. “How is God inviting me to respond?” 

2. “What do I need to change based on this passage?” 

3. “What would it look like in your life if…?” 

4. “What word or phrase has touched you heart?” 

5. “What personal impact could…have on you?” 

6. “How do you receive…from God?” 

7. “What new ideas do you want to try out because of…?” 

8. “What is the passage saying to me or about me?” 

9. “What does…do for you?”  

10. “Wow! What a truth! What is your first reaction to…?” 

11. “How does…make you feel?”  

12. “How could Jesus’ teaching on…effect the way we…?”  

13. “What does…mean for our every-day lives?” 

14. “How can you be a doer of the Word in the area of…?” 

15. “How can you respond in the coming week to what we learned about…?” 


