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Covenant 

In a fundamental sense, covenant lies at the heart of all Scripture. Testament is another word 

for covenant. The Old Testament and the New Testament comprise all of Scripture. 

Covenants are normally defined as a strong agreement or vow between two or more friendly or 

loving parties. Many types of covenants exist, but the deepest type is a blood covenant. Blood 

covenants are established by mixing the blood of both parties. An alternative is when both parties 

drink the blood and eat the meat of a chosen animal, the picture Jesus gives in John 6:48-53. 

Because life is in the blood, mixing the blood shows that the parties are now one common life in 

two bodies. 

In a blood covenant, the parties are giving up their individual lives in order to gain a new, 

common life together. This new life brings with it new rights and duties, support and freedoms. 

For example, both parties agree to protect one another, to care for one another, or to assist one 

another when trouble comes. They share their resources with one another without holding 

anything back. They now share one common life. 

Many examples of covenants exist in the OT. For instance, the covenant in Genesis 15 seems 

strange to our ears. God’s movement between the two parts, however, mean that it’s unilateral. 

God promises to fulfill it regardless of our responses. And all covenants point ultimately to the 

covenant Jesus Christ established, calling this His New Covenant. Jesus transfers us into His 

shared life. Instead of providing an animal though, Jesus gave His own life as the most costly 

blood sacrifice ever. When we fully entrust ourselves to Christ by faith, this joins us with Him 

under His New Covenant, or New Testament, as He poured out His love and sent His Spirit into 

our hearts. 

When Jesus died on the cross, He did more than pay for sin. He brought us into a common life 

with Him as His new race of humanity, into the very life of the Father, Son and Spirit. He has 

made us one with Him, and through Him we are one with the Father and Spirit. Our Family-of-

Three protects and cares for His people and will right wrongs done to us. His resources are our 

resources, and our lives are His. God in us and us in God, a mutual community (John 14:20).  

Can you grasp how radical this is? 

Our new covenant relationship with Jesus also brings His followers into a blood covenant 

relationship with each other. He is the shared sacrifice. It’s His blood that makes us one. So, we 

have a common life with all those He has chosen. We are to protect and care for one another. Do 

a word study on the 50+ one another’s in the NT to gain some grasp. In 1 John we read… 

...if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if 

we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

We are to love our brothers or sisters without treating one differently from another, even if we 

think they do not look or act as a Christian should. It’s Christ’s blood that bought them 

(salvation), not our life-responses (these belong to sanctification). So my brother is someone 

special that Jesus handpicked, not me (check out Matthew 25:34-40). 

• What do we learn through covenant that is so prominent in Genesis? 

• God initiates. He is faithful to always fulfill His obligation to protect and provide. 

• We are called into oneness with God, sharing a common life, so that all He has is also 

jointly ours. 

• We are also one with every other Christian in the same way. 
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• “Covenant” also draws and calls us to pass this along to everyone we meet. 


