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A Brief Overview of “DiscipleMaking Companion,” 
What? How? Why? 

WHAT? I have a passion to help Jesus’ disciples grow 

spiritually. A disciple is a learner. As we actively partner with the 

Holy Spirit, He releases inner change as we align learning with 

how God hardwired us in Genesis 1. Those who have previously 

disqualified themselves with: “I can’t understand the Bible,” now 

have learned to treasure Scripture and grow more rapidly. 

HOW? My vision aligns with Jesus’ vision to “make 

disciples of every people group” (Matthew 28:20). Each 

“DiscipleMaking Companion” aligns with how God re-created 

every follower of Jesus as a lifelong life-learner, rousing us to 

respond to Scripture together (James 1:22). A “Companion” then 

functions like a “cultural architect,” cultivating a soil with all the 

essential nutrients for fruitful learning in community. Lean in to 

discover truth that encounters life. 

Each “Companion” “flips” the customary learning process to 

tap into God’s invitation into fuller life. We focus on doing the 

Word beforehand, outside the group. Only doing God’s Word 

creates experience leading to true knowledge. First prepare. Then 

respond and reflect on your experience before we gather together 

to share what the Holy Spirit is working personally into us. 

Instead of merely “giving a fish, teach others to fish.” Yes, even 

you! God’s creation models regular nourishment, not coming 

once a week to tank up. 

Read the weekly passage daily prior to the weekly meeting to 

develop good habits that work for you. Reading the entire book 

rapidly once per week supports healthy BIG-small-BIG learning. 

Mark up the Bible text before reading the 300-word blog and 

questions on the two pages of helps that follow. Each week 

seamlessly integrates healthy cutting-edge learning and 

neurological studies into the learning-culture in the group to free 

us to learn. Pay particular care to the high-learning opportunity 

when God’s Word exposes what is holding us back.  

WHY? Some of you are like me and need to know why? a 

“Companion” functions like a “cultural architect.” Check out my 

my website and enjoy the process of change. 
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Luke  
Author: Luke             Date: A.D. 63 

Central Message 

Jesus fulfills His God-assignments and trains up His followers 

in the “Family Business” of walking with the Father and Spirit as 

partners in both evangelism and DiscipleMaking (Acts 10:37-38). 

Thumbnail Overview 

Most of us, some days, feel left out. Luke is the Gospel for 

those whom society treats as “outsiders.” As Jesus fulfills His 

Spirit-empowered mission to restore life to those who believe, 

Luke’s Gospel shouts: “With God there are no outsiders!” This 

gives us a deeper glimpse into God’s inclusive, generous, 

embracing heart. He sees and cares. Jesus also exposes the 

prejudice of hyper-religious people as they look down their noses 

at outsiders from their position of supposed superiority. Luke 

informs us why he wrote this Gospel. “…so that you may know 

the certainty of the things you have been taught” (Luke 1:4). The 

Good News is so great that we are tempted to doubt it! 

Learning Options 

My aim is to make this digestible where you currently are on 

your lifelong journey, and pliable enough so you can tailor-make 

additions for what you additionally need. I believe in “layer 

learning” for long-range transformation, learning one layer after 

another. So stretch yourself enough, but not too much.  

1. Level 1 Engagement: Mark up the text as you read it daily, 

then work through the 300-word mini-blog with the three 

questions in “Discover Personally” as it’s helpful. Put one 

thing into practice that the Spirit puts weight on, even if it’s 

a small “ant-step” in the right direction. The S-T-U-D-Y at 

the end of this material is a convenient to house insights.  

2. Level 2 Engagement: If you have more time and desire in 

this season, add the short, 3,000-word blog called 

ReadAlong. The Bible is the core, yet outside reading often 

exposes blinders so we see and respond differently.  
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1. Focus Passage: Luke 4:14ff 
Extended Passage: Luke 1:1-6:11 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

4:14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 

about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was 

teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 

the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. 

He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 

written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

    to set the oppressed free, 19  

    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and 

sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened 

on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 

that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 

‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in 

your hometown what we have heard that you did in 

Capernaum.’” 

24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his 

hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in 

Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a 

half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 

Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in 
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Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in 

Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one 

of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard 

this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to 

the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to 

throw him off the cliff.  

4:30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his 

way.31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, 

and on the Sabbath he taught the people. 32 They were amazed 

at his teaching, because his words had authority…. 

5:33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and 

so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and 

drinking.” 

34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom 

fast while he is with them? 35 But the time will come when the 

bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will 

fast.” 

36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new 

garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn the 

new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the 

old. 37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 

Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run 

out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be 

poured into new wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old 

wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’” 

6:1 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his 

disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their 

hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why 

are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”…5 Then Jesus 

said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 6 On 

another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, 

and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled.  
 

 



 9  

1. Discover Personally: 
Focus Passage: Luke 4:14ff 

Extended Passage: Luke 1:1-6:11 

Luke was a Gentile, and wrote with a particular emphasis to 

demonstrate how God includes all who place faith in Christ, from 

any religious, economic or racial background. Luke is the Gospel 

for those whom society treats as “outsiders.” As Jesus fulfills His 

Spirit-empowered mission to restore life to those who believe, 

Luke’s Gospel shouts: “With God there are no outsiders!” This 

Gospel provides us with a deeper glimpse into God’s inclusive, 

generous, embracing heart. He knows us, and sees and cares! 

“At this point I felt compelled to reexamine Scripture….I tried 

to answer three questions. First, how did Jesus evangelize? 

Second, how did Jesus commission the disciples? 

Third…how did the disciples evangelize [and make disciples 

in Acts]?” (John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

The quote above gave me a window for a fresh look at Luke-

Acts, and the epic adventure Jesus calls us to join with the 

Family-of-Three. When Pastor Wimber originally wrote Power 

Evangelism in 1986, his perspective on evangelism was a game-

changer. I want to expand on his reexamination of the NT to 

encompass the entire life and ministry of Jesus in Luke.  

1. First, how did Jesus live and minister, worshipping, evangelizing 

and making followers who would reproduce (the “Family Biz”)?  

2. Second, how did Jesus train and commission His disciples to 

follow His model to engage in the “Family business”?  

3. Third, how did His 1st century followers practice Jesus’ model in 

the book of Acts? (+ application question: “How do I evangelize 

and make disciples today in my life?”) 

Please make this our focus for the next three months since it 

could radically impact each of us for the rest of our lifelong 

journey with Jesus. Do this for your sake and also for the sake of 

those you will impact because you have a lot to give.  

In Luke 1 and 2 give us a unique look into Jesus’ birth and 

early life, providing the only glimpse into His life at twelve. Luke 
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3:1-4:12 describes the baptisms of John the Baptist and Jesus, 

revealing the Trinitarian perspective Luke writes from. The Spirit 

of God anointed Jesus with power and the Father affirmed His 

Son to launch His public ministry. After His baptism, Jesus 

“began” to minister. His Father’s presence stands center-stage in 

Jesus’ training, similar to how Jesus trains His followers. This 

dependence characterized Jesus’ entire life and ministry (Acts 

10:37-38). After experiencing God’s presence, adversity tests us, 

calling out perseverance to experience life on the other side. 

Luke 4:14-6:11 largely parallels Mark’s description of Jesus’ 

2nd training tier, “Come & Follow Me” (Mark 1:14-3:12). Read 

4:14-6:11 a couple times, rapidly, to get a feel for what Jesus was 

doing in this 9-month training tier. Perhaps spend a bit more time 

in the two exceptions since Luke highlighted these for a reason. 

Luke 4:16a-31a provides details about a trip to His home town of 

Nazareth and His mission. 5:1-11 another encounter with Peter.  

Choose “deliberate practice” to increase your inner 

awareness of what the Father is doing in those around you. 

Engage, like Jesus. 

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. Read Jesus’ mission statement in 4:18-19. What strikes you about 

why Jesus left heaven to become a man? 

 

 

2. What else stood out to you in 4:14-6:11, Luke’s description of 

Jesus’ 2nd ministry tier, “Come & Follow Me”? 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. One thing this week you are grateful for. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 1 Wide & Deep: Luke 1:1-6:11 
Jesus’ Birth & Early Ministry 

Luke carefully researched this Gospel that he wrote around 63 

AD. After 400 years of silence for the nation of Israel, the events 

recorded in 1:5-2:39 shatter the silence. The Gospel of Luke is not 

simply about Jesus, but is also about the Father and Holy Spirit. 

At major turns in Jesus’ life, the Father and the Spirit were there. 

All that Jesus did, He did as a Man in partnership with His Father 

and the Spirit. I want us to consciously bring this lens as we read 

Luke. 

[How] God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and power, and how he went around doing good and 

healing all who were under the power of the devil, because 

God [the Father] was with Him (Acts 10:38, also written by 

Luke, emphasis). 

The birth of John the Baptist was more than the birth of a 

male child. An angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah when he 

was performing his priestly duties. Even though he and his wife 

Elizabeth were too old to bear children, he gave their future son 

the name John, and predicted his Elijah-like ministry as the 

Messiah’s forerunner. When Zechariah doubted, the angel 

temporarily blinded him (1:5-25). 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the Father sent 

the angel Gabriel to the virgin Mary. The angel promised, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you…and the holy one to be born will 

be called the Son of God.” (1:35). God orchestrated history so 

Mary and Joseph would go to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus. An 

angel came to shepherds reflecting the shimmering glory of the 

Lord, and proclaimed: today “a Savior has been born to you, 

Christ, the Lord.” 

On the eighth day, mom and dad brought Jesus to the temple 

to circumcise Him. Simeon had been waiting for this since the 

Holy Spirit had revealed He would see the Christ. Moved by the 

Spirit, he praised God for Jesus and prophesied over Him. A 
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prophetess, Anna, also recognized Jesus as the promised Messiah 

(2:36-38). 

What an amazing way to shatter 400 years of silence. And in 

his Gospel, Luke subtly intertwines in the life of Jesus the work of 

the Father and the Holy Spirit. God the Son left heaven and came 

to earth, but He did not come alone. He brought His Father and 

the Spirit. In Luke, the Father is mentioned 39 times and the Spirit 

19 times. Whatever Jesus did, He did as a man like us, even 

though He never ceased to be God “incarnate.” In this way, Jesus 

is the best possible model to walk out this life, and not the 

impossible model He would be if He acted as God. Jesus was the 

Second Man, the Model Man, living outeverything the Father, Son 

and Spirit ever intended in eternity pass when they planned 

creation (1 Corinthians 15:47), oh mystery. 

I mentioned two mind-blowing Realities that fry our mental 

circuits. First, God is a “Plurality-in-Unity,” one God, Father, Son 

and Spirit. This is commonly called the relational Trinity, Father, 

Son and Spirit from all eternity, all without beginning and without 

end. They are equal in essence as God, and diverse since they are 

three distinct Persons, yet with perfect unity, unlike anyone or 

anything in heaven or on earth. Second, the incarnation, God the 

Son, who has always existed in eternity past, became man when 

the Holy Spirit hovered over the virgin Mary and conceived Jesus. 

Jesus is fully man and fully God without confusion, although He 

responded as a man like us while on earth (Hebrews 2:17-18; 

4:15-16). 

You may want to read that paragraph again. Yet, please 

remember, we will never fully understand this “mystery of 

godliness” this side of heaven, and perhaps not even in eternity 

future. What else would you expect, though, when an infinite, 

uncreated God relates to created beings with love and kindness 

when we deserve none? Learn to live with the tension of these 

paradoxical mysteries. 

Let’s quickly sketch out aspects of the Trinity because this is 

foundational to our NT life. Early-on in my Christian life, I was 

taught a solid view of the Trinity, although attempting to mentally 

grasp it bankrupted my human logic. The Bible teaches that the 

Trinity is one in essence or nature, although existing as three 
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separate, yet completely equal and divine persons (each 

possessing God-life). All partake of the same infinite, eternal, 

uncreated God-nature, co-equal in every way. At the time, I 

tucked this belief in the back of my mind with little impact on my 

day-to-day life. Yet now I see this relational, Three-in-One 

Reality as the central concept in all of Scripture, the single-most 

integrating truth in all of revelation. This is the image in which all 

humanity has been created to be His intimate allies. 

The Trinity discloses the fullness of life in eternal 

relationships and never-ending community. God is relational 

Community, freely giving co-love to one another, living 

authentically in harmony with Himself. He is altogether loveable 

and attractive, always doing what is right and good because He is 

right and good. The Trinity is our model for community. In 

attempting to bend our minds around the Trinity, at the very least 

the relational Trinity is equally God with the incredible diversity 

of the Father, Son and Spirit in an indivisible unity. 

Both/And/And! So three, inseparable, indivisible, essential 

concepts from Scripture form our understanding of God as 

relational Trinity. Equality. Diversity. Unity. All three are non-

negotiable.  

Let’s also not forget how radical the concept of Trinity was to 

Jesus’ followers, all who were Jews. It scandalized their Jewish 

upbringing while ravishing their believing hearts. These early 

disciples experienced God’s Three-ness, struggling to make sense 

of it, like we do today. Yet this inability to categorize did not 

interfere with their intimate experience of this relational Reality, 

the image in which God fashioned us. 

Now let’s quickly sketch out aspects of the incarnation of 

Jesus. The incarnation is one of the astounding mysteries of 

Scripture, maybe second only to the Trinity. The only complete 

revelation of life is through a life. Therefore, God must come as 

man to bring His eternal life all the way to us, impossible as this 

sounds to our minds. From eternity past, the Trinity decided that 

Jesus would be creation’s most perfect work, a human being, one 

of us. God’s ideal model and crown of creation and humanity was 

born in a manager in Bethlehem. 
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Without ceasing to be God, the Second Person of the 

Godhead, the Son of God, became fully man and made His life 

available to us as sons. Theologians use the word incarnation, that 

is, God becoming fully man (“infleshing”) without ceasing to be 

God. Jesus came to earth as the unique Son of His Father. He is 

fully God like the Father and Spirit, unlike us, yet also fully man, 

like us, oh mystery.  

The simple point of such an amazing move is that He wanted 

to be with us and to share life with us.  

As our Family-of-Three is one, so are each one who entrusts 

ourselves to Jesus one in Him, without ever becoming little gods 

(“I am in the Father, and…the Father is in me,” John 14:10) 

(“you are in me, and I am in you [and] we will come to 

[redeemed humanity] and make our home,” John 14:20+23; 

17:23). The Son did not come alone so the inseparable 

relationship with His Father and the Holy Spirit bleed through at 

crucial moments in Luke’s Gospel. Through adoption, the mystery 

of the incarnation invites us into the same life and love. Here are 

several implications. 

1. In the incarnation, God was finally able to reveal who He is (John 

1:18). With the coming of His Son, the intimacy of the Father-Son 

relationship finally makes sense and can be made known to the 

human heart (John 14:7-9 and the entire chapter). The incarnate 

Son “exegetes” or explains the Father as we behold Jesus. He 

demonstrates His heart for His people and the depths of His life (1 

John 4:11). 

2. In the incarnation, God clearly demonstrates the Plurality-in-Unity 

of the Godhead, the Trinity. The Old Testament accurately 

emphasized the unity in God…that He is one God (Deuteronomy 

6:1-7). With the blazing revelation of God’s unique Son, God 

reveals the diversity of the three distinct Persons within the 

Godhead (Heb. 1:1-4, John 1:1). 

3. In the incarnation, God reveals the high view of His redeemed 

people and the full sweep of God’s plans for us. Jesus is the Model 

Man, the Second Man (1 Corinthians 15:47), showing us what God 

has always intended for humanity (John 1:14). The incarnation 

demonstrates that there is something in human-life that so 

corresponds with God-life that it’s possible for God to become 
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man without compromising either humanity or deity. This mystery 

of godliness makes authentic relationship with God a Reality. 

Now, also don’t swing into the other swamp: that man can become 

God. Horrors! An infinite chasm also separates uncreated Deity 

from created life. 

4. In the incarnation, God became fully human, yet without the 

intrusion of sin, and could now provide the perfect, infinite 

sacrifice to remove the sins of the world for each person who 

embraces Jesus as God come in the flesh (John 1:14, 1 John 4:2). 

Jesus is also the Last Adam  

(1 Corinthians 15:45), fully dealing with all that Adam messed up. 

Calculate the high value that God places on humanity since He 

was willing to pay such a high price to redeem us, the painful 

death of His unique Son. 

One of Jesus’ mission statements in 4:18-19 is worth a long 

and leisurely look. The Spirit came on Jesus, anointing Him to 

preach the Good News to those who sensed their inner spiritual 

need (“poor,” particularized to other marginalized: to prisoners, 

blind and oppressed). Jesus came to bring life to these 

“outsiders,” and He did it with His walk, as He kept in step with 

the Spirit, and with the word, preaching the Good News, 

accompanied by works as needed. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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2. Focus Passage: Luke 6:12-16+9:1f 
Extended Passage: 6:12-9:50 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

6:12-16 One of those days Jesus went out to a 

mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to 

God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to 

him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 

designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), 

his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 

15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon 

who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and 

Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor…. 

 

9:1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave 

them power and authority to drive out all demons and to 

cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the 

kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: 

“Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no 

bread, no money, no extra shirt. 4 Whatever house you 

enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people 

do not welcome you, leave their town and shake the 

dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 6 So 

they set out and went from village to village, 

proclaiming the good news and healing people 

everywhere…. 

 

9:10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus 

what they had done. Then he took them with him and 

they withdrew by themselves to a town called 

Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about it and 

followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them 

about the kingdom of God, and healed those who 

needed healing. 
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12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send 

the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and 

countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a 

remote place here.” 

13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.” They answered, 

“We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go 

and buy food for all this crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men 

were there.) 

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of 

about fifty each.” 15 The disciples did so, and everyone sat 

down. 16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up 

to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them 

to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate and 

were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 

broken pieces that were left over. 

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were 

with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 19 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 

still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back 

to life.” 

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 

21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he 

said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 

he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 

must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow 

me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it 

for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit 

their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, 

the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 

glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
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2. Discover Personally: 
Focus Passage: Luke 6:12-16+9:1f 

Extended Passage: 6:12-9:50 

This is a key significant turning point in Jesus’ ministry, with 

much in Luke unique for this training tier. I will add a few of my 

suggestive ideas as observations, yet please first take the time 

necessary to personally see and feel the text yourself as if you 

were there. And you are “there” since this is also our call today. 

Jesus was a General planning out an unfailing game-plan to 

scatter His servant-warriors strategically into their everyday lives 

for conquest of hearts of these men and women. Jesus longed to 

return captives to the Father’s compassionate heart and to raise up 

a Family and an army for this epic adventure.  

The two primary word-pictures to describe the relational 

Trinity’s connection with us as His people are: Family upbringing 

and Kingdom army. Notice how Jesus immediately responds in 

both arenas after His call of the Twelve in Luke 6:12-15 

(Kingdom army, 6:17-19, and Family upbringing, 6:20-49). This 

provides a broad-stroked perspective to read through Jesus’ entire 

life and ministry. Jesus lived out His life in this manner because 

He understood His identity and authority, like ours also as image-

bearers (Genesis 1:26-28). And Jesus trained His disciples how to 

live such a free life in the Father’s presence.  

With this end in mind, to ultimately commission His followers 

to make disciples to the ends of the world, He trained His Twelve 

for twenty more months to join Him in the “Family business” of 

walking like Jesus, and for evangelism and DiscipleMaking. Jesus 

launched this 3rd training tier, “Come & Be with Me,” in Luke 

6:12-15 (see also Mark 3:13-19).  

How are you increasing your awareness of those around you? 

Are you reevaluating your normal weekly contacts to begin to see 

how Jesus has strategically placed you there to cultivate your 

“garden plots” with the Father’s presence? 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What two events happened in 6:17-19 and 6:20-49, immediately 

after Jesus called His Twelve (6:12-16)? Why do you think these 

are significant? 

 

 

 

2. Whose faith led to the dramatic changes in these three?  

7:1-10 – Healing the Centurion’s servant (8:40-42) 

7:11-17 – Raising the widow’s son (8:24) 

7:44-50 – Forgiveness for sinful woman (also 8:48) 

 

 

 

“The explanation of the gospel [often] comes with a 

demonstration, God’s power through signs and wonders. 

Power evangelism is a spontaneous, Spirit-inspired, 

empowered presentation of the gospel. Power evangelism 

is preceded and undergirded by demonstrations of God’s 

presence” (John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

3. With what provision did Jesus prepare His disciples for their short-

term mission in 9:1-2 (compare what the crowd said about Jesus in 

Luke 4:36)? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 2 Wide & Deep: Luke 6:12-9:50 
“Come & Be With Me that I Might Send…”  

“Come & Be with Me” Training Tier (6:12 & following in 

Luke): I see three increasing tiers of training in Jesus’ ministry, 

“Come & See,” “Come & Follow Me,” and “Come & Be with 

Me.”  

“Come & See” (John 1:35-4:54 and the “crowd” in the 

Gospels) is often quick, and lasted only four months for His first 

disciples. It’s an open, inviting, noninvasive welcome to all, 

women and men, poor and rich, uneducated and educated. “Come 

as you are” into an open, permeable group where all ages and 

genders may fluidly come and go and get their needs met. Jesus 

met the needs of the crowed, whether teaching, healing or food in 

order to connect them to His Father. The purpose in this first 

training tier is to gather. Jesus is the model for humanity, both our 

moral model and also our ministry model. 

“Come & Follow Me” (Luke 4:14-6:11 and Mark 1:14-3:12) 

was a nine month transition training tier. Commitment increased 

as Jesus called them simply to “ hear and see.” Because His 

disciples came out of a hyper-religious background, Jesus first 

chipped away at their mindset of judging and hypocrisy, 

favoritism and prejudice, criticism and condescension (Luke 5:33-

6:6, the “wineskin” and Sabbath-controversies). These all blocked 

God’s Eden-purpose for vast freedom in relationship with Him 

and in generously serving others. 

“Come & Be with Me” (Luke 6:12-16 and Mark 3:13-15 

through to the resurrection) is the two-year long training tier that 

we commonly call “discipling”). Luke 6:12 stands out as a major 

turning point in Jesus’ life and ministry. From 100’s of followers 

and thousands of fans, Jesus handpicked His Twelve after a night 

in prayer with His Father (Mark 3:13-15; Luke 6:12-16). And they 

came! “Jesus focused on the few to reach the many.” Jesus started 

small…then refocused smaller to build depth. From all the 

strategies Jesus could have chosen, He knew this was the one 

strategy that works. He modeled His initial faith-community after 
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the closeness of the Trinity (probably three groups of four, yet 

fluid). 

Jesus built deeply into the lives of His Twelve and others with 

a life-on-life, face-to-face approach. His church has lasted over 

two thousand years because Jesus built to last, first patiently 

building the foundation. Our instant-gratification society has 

unfortunately bled into the church. This undermines Jesus’ model 

for building such a sustaining ministry, calling it “too slow.” 

Climbing the heights demands personal ownership and 

responsibility to prepare together. Wholehearted commitment 

moves us from the “crowd” to accept our Master’s invitation to 

join Him on His epic adventure to the heights: “Come & Be with 

Me so I might send you out….” Yes, it takes hard work to join 

Jesus’ epic adventure, yet the exquisite beauty trumps the pain 

and blisters as we train together as T-E-A-M (Together Everyone 

Accomplishes More). 

Jesus gathered those who said “yes” into same-gender, closed 

groups as small as 4 or 3 for a limited time. Face-to-face 

relationship with high levels of authenticity and transparency 

stand at the center of intentional, high impact training and growth. 

Such SmallGroups raise up F.A.T. servants (Faithful, Available, 

Teachable). If you want to go faster, go alone. If farther, go 

together. Jesus built to sustain growth. 

“What [Jesus] did was to collect a few very common men 

and women, inspire them with the sense of his spirit and 

vision, and build their lives into an intensive fellowship of 

affection, worship and work” (Elton Trueblood). 

Although exponential multiplication begins more gradually, it 

expands into the full range of experiences available on any 

adventure, the dangers and hardships, and also the heart-stopping 

joys and beauty. Jesus concentrated on the Twelve, even while 

ministering to the crowd. How are we practicing this today? Jesus 

continually invites new followers from the crowd into greater 

commitment (like the 72 in Luke 10:1). Because Jesus built 

solidly over a two year period, His training approach, empowered 

by the Spirit, has led to the 100’s of millions of Christians in the 

world today.  
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“Start me with ten who are stout-hearted men and I will 

soon give you 10,000 more” (Oscar Hammerstein in New 

Moon).  

Jesus targeted emerging leaders who reproduced what He had 

been doing to them because they put learning into action. For 

Jesus to fulfill His marching orders from the Team-of-Three, His 

ministry was never about simply drawing in the crowds. Or even 

making a disciple. Jesus’ heart beat to reach the world. His plan is 

the Kingdom math of exponential multiplication (4 become 16, 16 

to 64, to 258 in the 4th generation, 2 Timothy 2:2). Jesus sow 

deeply into these first disciples spiritual, life-producing “seed” or 

a DNA to also multiply disciples to guide others on this journey 

(Matthew 28:18-20). 

“Jesus was deeply concerned for the continuation of [His 

plan], and his chosen method was the formation of a small 

band of committed friends” (Elton Trueblood). 

Jesus’ Ministry Practice: Notice the rhythm in Jesus’ 

evangelism ministry in Luke’s Gospel, both word and works 

flowing out of His walk with His Father. Both/And/And. In His 

outward-edged Kingdom ministry, Jesus prioritized preaching 

and teaching the Good News to draw His lost nation to Himself. 

Notice the emphasis on proclamation in His mission statement in 

Luke 4:18-19 and His clear statement in 4:43 after a great day of 

ministry. And also His power-ministry of healing and casting out 

demons was a vital part of His strategy to win the lost back to His 

Father’s heart, when needed. When Jesus sent out the Twelve, He 

gave them His delegated power and authority “to preach the 

kingdom of God and to heal the sick” (Lk 9:2). Both/And. 

Yet a ministry modeled after Jesus’ approach comes with 

mystery since we live in the “already, but not yet” (Dr. George 

Ladd’s phrase) of God’s plan to restore the lost to His Father’s 

heart. Redemption and restoration to the Father’s presence is the 

end, and healing may often be the means to open up people to 

hear. Jesus prioritized salvation, not healing. In Luke 6:19, Jesus 

healed “all.” Luke later states that Jesus healed “all who were 

under the power of the devil” (Acts 10:38, not necessarily all who 

needed healing in Israel). And also, Jesus raised one widow’s son, 
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yet other young men died in Israel (7:11-15). Jesus healed one 

woman who touched Him from the crowd, yet not any others 

(8:46-48). Why? Hold onto the mystery inherent in the Good 

News while seeking to abide in God’s presence, to hear the 

Father’s heart and to boldly share, like Jesus (John 5:17+19). 

The Identity of God’s People (Luke 6:20-26): This sermon on 

the plateau is a shorter version on a separate occasion from the 

more well-known Sermon on the Mount, yet with similar content. 

Jesus describes the identity of God’s people and later the culture 

that Jesus came to cultivate, both the Family upbringing and the 

Kingdom army. 

As with the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew, we are not 

“blessed ones” if we do what follows. This would be nothing 

more than a works salvation and works sanctification, which Jesus 

has consistently refuted to His disciples. God’s people are the 

“blessed ones” because we know God personally. This is our 

fortunate state of being because we are connected. The difference 

between life and death resides in the difference between “if” and 

“because” above.  

Note also that Luke includes four beatitudes with four parallel 

woes to sketch out crucial aspects of our identity. Disciples are 

more open to change, those (1) who at this time (“now”) know 

our inner poverty without God’s help, (2) who hunger spiritually, 

(3) who weep with compassion for others, and (4) who stand with 

Christ without compromise (6:20-25). Those (1) who now are 

wealthy, (2) who eat well, (3) who are laughing, and (4) who are 

spoken well of by others (6:24-26) are not bad people. These 

activities are not bad things. However, when personal comfort is 

the focus of any disciple of Jesus, our focus is off. Such focus 

undermines our lives so we cultivate a different spiritual culture 

(8:14). Each phrase that follows these eight explain why we are in 

this given state, either with blessings or woes. 

Practice the “Golden Rule,” our Family Culture (6:27-31): 

The Golden Rule is other focused. We want other people to 

respond to us in a way that releases life in us, including gently 

confronting our inner spiritual “sinkholes” to which we may be 

blinded. Respond to others with a sensitivity and empathy that 

releases the highest and best in them. When people treat us badly, 
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still treat them like we would want to be treated, with open acts of 

kindness (love and good deeds) and with hidden acts of kindness 

(prayer and blessing, 6:27-28). 

Go Beyond (6:32-38): If we love, do good, or lend to those 

who will repay us, how are we modeling a life any different than 

the world? When we give in order to receive back, how could this 

be selfless or otherly, but only a calculated investment? Jesus 

cultivates a culture of selfless concern for the welfare of others. 

Give without expecting a return, and God gives us a pressed down 

measure (6:38). 

Teaching of Parables: “Dare to Be like Jesus” (6:39-49): 

Don’t follow a blind guide, but become a student or disciple of 

Jesus. First deal with our “stuff” so we expand our perception and 

are able to help others (6:41-42). Outward expressions over time 

reveal the quality of our source of life (6:43-45). We all build our 

lives. However, our foundation determines whether our life 

sustains growth. The only difference in the two is whether God’s 

Word is practiced (6:43-45). 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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3. Focus Passage: Luke 9:51-13:35 (parts) 
Extended Passage: Luke 9:51-13:35 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

9:51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to 

heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And 

he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 

Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the 

people there did not welcome him, because he was 

heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and 

John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call 

fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus 

turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples 

went to another village. 

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to 

him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus 

replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the 

Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, 

“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said 

to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go 

and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let 

me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus 

replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”…. 

10:17-24 17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, 

“Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”18 

He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 

scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; 

nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that 

the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven.” 
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21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I 

praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 

them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were 

pleased to do. 

22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one 

knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who 

the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 

to reveal him.” 

23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are 

the eyes that see what you see. 24 For I tell you that many 

prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see 

it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 

13:18-35 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? 

What shall I compare it to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, which a 

man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, 

and the birds perched in its branches.” 

20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God 

to? 21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about 

sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he 

made his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are 

only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, 24 

“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 

Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you 

will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for 

us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from….’ 

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 

those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 

children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

and you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you 

desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
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3. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Luke 9:51-13: 35 (part) 
Extended Passage: Luke 9:51-13:35 

His brothers tried to force Jesus’ hand to go public in 

Jerusalem with His miracles (John 7:2-9). Drawing curious 

crowds to build momentum for His movement however was never 

Jesus’ strategy. He walked to the drumbeat of His Father (John 

5:17-19), not the fickle crowds. However, after His brothers left, 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem secretly, without fanfare (John 7:10-

10:21). This was a precursor of His final journey to Jerusalem to 

die for His people 6-months later. Luke gives us a few details of 

this quick trip to Jerusalem (9:50-62), ignoring His time in 

Jerusalem with a cryptic “after this” in 10:1. What Luke selected 

to keep in and leave out of his account helps us understand his 

purpose for writing, staying with the theme of training His 

disciples (learners and doers). 

In 10:1 Jesus expands His small group from twelve to 

seventy-two, sending them out two by two on a short-term 

training exercise, presumably with the same message and 

authority as in 9:1-2. Relationship and hands-on participation is 

integral to healthy training. Both training missions prepared them 

for their later mission to the ends of the earth. These passages are 

particularly pertinent for us today since we are commissioned to 

the same mission. Carefully distinguish the basic principles Jesus 

taught from the specific directions unique to this mission.  

Note in particular their successful return and what Jesus 

emphasizes of utmost importance (Luke 10:20). Jesus was never 

enamored by miraculous works of power. These were an 

important means to the end of His primary ministry, subordinate 

to telling others the Good News so they would be transferred out 

of death into eternal life (8:1; 4:43). Jesus is after life. 

How do you think you can increase awareness of what the 

Father is actively doing, in individuals you come in contact with 

and also the city as a whole? How can we widen our circle of 

regular connections? Brainstorm together. 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What main point do you think Jesus was teaching with the three 

examples in 9:57-62? 

 

 

 

 

“A divine appointment is an appointed time in which God 

reveals himself to and individual or group through spiritual 

gifts or other supernatural phenomena. God arranges these 

encounters—they are meetings he has ordained to 

demonstrate his kingdom (Eph. 2:10)”  

(John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

2. What can you learn from Jesus’ short-term training assignment in 

10:1-24? 

 

 

 

 

3. How would you describe Jesus’ heart as you read  

13:34-35? 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 3 Wide & Deep: Lk 9:51-13:35 
March to Jerusalem as Jesus Trains His Twelve 

As Jesus marches steadfastly toward Jerusalem (9:51; 13:22), 

He actively grows up His spiritual Family (Luke 8:19-21) and 

trains them to become His Kingdom army. James and John are 

fresh from their last successful training excursion, with the taste 

of power on their lips. They are all-in, ready to call down fire to 

destroy those opposing Jesus. ON their journey, they had great 

velocity (passion), yet needed better direction (accurate inner 

spiritual compass). Jesus rebuked them, yet to dampen their zeal. 

Run with passion, yet not misplaced passion because we don’t 

know Jesus gentle heart (9:51-55). 

Jesus first illustrates three types of would-be disciples, Mr. 

Too Quick, Mr. Too Slow, and Mr. Too Easy (9:57-62). Jesus 

meets people where they are now on their journey. The first 

comes to Jesus with excitement to follow. Jesus sketches out the 

high cost of discipleship, and the man “responds” with crickets. 

Jesus approaches the second, and the person responds by honestly 

expressing the contradiction in his divided heart, 

“Lord…me…first.” Jesus calls him to radical, wholehearted 

allegiance. The third came to Jesus with the same divided heart, 

“Lord…me…first.” Jesus concisely describes the kind of 

wholehearted discipleship He needs to fulfill His epic adventure 

to win back the hearts of His prodigal people to the Father’s heart. 

After His call to all-in allegiance, Jesus then appointed and 

sent out seventy-two on another short-term training mission 

similar to the first (Luke 9:1-6). Truth must encounter life. Jesus’ 

training method instructs, then sends them to put it into practice. 

Both/And. No true learning takes place without active 

demonstration so never leave the teaching in a classroom and call 

it training like Jesus (10:1-24). Jesus trains in a relational, hands-

on, on-the-job approach, both formal and informal. Carefully read 

Luke 10:1-24. Touch Jesus’ passionate heart to win back this 

wandering world. Identify what Jesus aims for, discerning 

between the timeless and the occasional.  

When the seventy-two returned, they were excited with their 

authority over the enemy (17). Jesus both encouraged and brought 
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correction for their misplaced passion. Jesus prophetically saw 

Satan falling because He delegates His authority to His disciples 

throughout this age. “Don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to you, 

but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven” (10:20). 

Jesus’ priority has always been redeemed lives. Then, full of Holy 

Spirit joy, Jesus tells them how blessed His followers are (10:23-

24; compare 6:20-22). 

Jesus often spoke in parables, a graphic story, normally with 

one pointed application. A parable normally surprises its listeners 

with its twists to startle minds and stir emotions to expose hearts 

to the light and to influence change. Note carefully to whom Jesus 

directs each parable, and the context before and often the 

extended teaching after, especially to His disciples. Our extended 

reading has ten parables. 

1. The Good Samaritan (10:30-37): Jesus spoke this parable 

to an expert in the law. Since these hyper-religious Jews 

marginalized Samaritans with their deeply engrained prejudice, 

Jesus’ teaching scandalized him. Jesus’ disciples also needed this 

teaching. Unless His disciples throw off their ingrown prejudice, 

they will not fulfill the full measure of their call to make disciples 

of all people groups. Jesus also strongly taught on this in 5:33-6:6, 

with the wineskins and Sabbath-controversies. Jesus initiates two 

more Sabbath-controversies when He violates their man-made, 

extra-Biblical demands surrounding the law (Luke 13:14, 14:1; 

also compare Mark 7:5-13).  

Notice what the expert in the law asks. “What must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” (10:25). Eternal life is a free gift, not 

something earned by our good works. Yet after asking a question 

to draw him out, Jesus met the man where he was, like any good 

teacher does (“Do this and live” 11:28). After the teacher tried to 

justify himself, Jesus taught this parable with the Jewish priest 

and Levite (two religious workers) as the boobs and the hated 

Samaritan as the hero (10:30-35). “Love doesn’t ask who my 

neighbor is, but to whom can I be a neighbor?” Jesus drove home 

the application with: “Go and do likewise.” 

2. The Persistent Friend (11:5-8): I enjoy the brief windows 

into Jesus’ prayer life. Believing prayer is one of the most crucial 

aspects for a disciple as worshipper. I would want my prayer life 
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to elicit the same response: “Teach us to pray,” 11:1-4. This 

model is a shortened version of the so-called Lord’s Prayer in 

Matthew, indicating that neither is a formula, but a broad outline 

to pray. Jesus begins with adoration (“Father”), moves to asking 

for what is on God’s heart (His name and Kingdom), and finishes 

with asking for our desires.  

Jesus then underscores persistence in prayer, first with a 

parable (11:5-8). A parable generally has one point, so don’t get 

hung up in details. A friend comes at an inopportune time, and 

makes a reasonable request. This is not about the friend or what 

motivated the man inside to say no. Jesus teaches His disciples the 

need to persist in prayer. He follows this up by teaching them to 

keep on asking, seeking, and knocking. Our Father will never 

trick us by giving us something harmful, but will release the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

3. The Strong Man’s House (11:21-22): Prayer is spiritual 

warfare. So after teaching on prayer, Jesus casts out a demon. Part 

of the crowd branded Him as “Satan’s man” and another part had 

an evil lust to see more signs (“tested him”). Jesus explained His 

source of power, “the finger of God,” which demonstrates that the 

“Kingdom of God has come to you” (11:17-20). The parable of 

the fully armed strong man teaches that Jesus is powerful enough 

to overcome and take the spoils of His enemy. We as His 

followers must know and exercise the delegated authority we 

carry (11:23-24). Then Jesus calls for all-in allegiance (27-28) to 

fill our inner life with God-Reality, or else the final condition will 

be worse than having the demon (25-26).  

4. The Lamp of the Body (11:33): Nature abhors a vacuum. 

We are blessed when we obey, and fill any arena of inner 

emptiness with God-Reality (11:27-28). Don’t demonstrate 

wickedness with our fascination towards miraculous signs, but 

instead passionately pursue spiritual wisdom, leaving no stone 

unturned (29-32). In other places, Jesus also uses this parable of 

the lamp as the vehicle through which insight and perspective 

comes. The clear or healthy eye represents the ability to see light, 

comprehending truth as it is. The bad eye spiritual blindness, even 

in His followers. Make a determined effort that your entire being 

is full of the Light of the world (compare John 8:12; with 11:25-
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26). After three years of demonstrating light through His life, the 

Pharisees were still in the grip of darkness. Out of compassion 

(Jesus wept over Jerusalem, Luke 19:41; see also Acts 6:7 for the 

positive results), Jesus sharply drove this home with his fivefold 

repetition of “woe” and by teaching His disciples with a strong 

warning about the danger of hypocrisy (12:1-12).  

5. The Rich Fool (12:16-21): One from the crowd 

demonstrates greed, another “sinkhole” for a follower since this 

undermines the culture of generosity to which Jesus calls His 

followers. What the world calls “wisdom” Jesus calls foolish. 

Store up riches toward God by obeying. 

6. The Faithful Servants (12:36-38): If we don’t store up 

physical riches, the unspoken question leaps to the minds of those 

whose inner spiritual compass is mis-calibrated. “What about 

me?” Jesus calls His disciple to trust our Father’s faithfulness, 

just as He supplies in nature (12:22-28). Then Jesus drives this 

home by recalibrating our inner spiritual compasses to seek Him 

with all-in allegiance. Make Him the treasure of our lives (29-34). 

Jesus calls His disciples to a spiritual alertness and awareness, 

always being prepared to serve (35-40).  

7. The Two Servants (12:42-48): Peter doesn’t get it, but 

pushes in because he wants all of Jesus (12:41). I admire him! The 

parable reminds us that we are stewards of the Lord. A steward 

owns nothing, yet administrates all her/his master’s possessions as 

the master would. Ignorance is no excuse (12:47-48) because we 

have been entrusted with God’s vast riches (12:48b; Romans 

8:17). Develop spiritual awareness as disciples so we accurately 

discern the times (12:49-59). 

8. The Barren Fig Tree (13:6-9): The crowd attempts to play 

God and attribute a natural disaster to the sinfulness of a group 

they looked down upon. Although it’s clear from the OT that God 

does punish people through natural disasters, Jesus called them to 

repent of such judgment and prejudice masked under the guise of 

spirituality (13:1-5). Jesus made it plain He spoke of Israel. A fig 

tree and a vineyard were popular OT symbols of Israel. Read the 

OT. God was gracious and patient with His people…and willing 

to discipline because fruit is the expected outcome in the spiritual 

culture Jesus sows (10:8-9). Jesus further exposed the hyper-
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religious spirit in Israel as He “broke” a man-made addition to the 

law that had become tradition (10:10-17). 

9. The Mustard Seed (13:18-19): The Jews misunderstood the 

Kingdom so Jesus illustrates its small beginning and large ending.  

10. The Yeast Hidden in Meal (13:20-21): “Again” points to 

the continuation of His teaching on the Kingdom. Jesus 

emphasizes the  hidden nature of the transforming power of the 

Kingdom to the naked eye, yet it works throughout the dough 

until the entirety is impacted. 

Take one insight from the parables where the Spirit of God 

brought something to light in your life. Put a “spiritual practice” 

in place to partner in change. Bad habits have normally become 

grooved in us through actions expressed through our bodies. To 

break its hold, normally we must do something to break its power. 

Take active steps into what brings fresh life from the Spirit into 

the area of need.  

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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4. Focus Passage: Luke 14:7-34 
Extended Passage: Luke 14:1-18:30 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

14:7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor 

at the table, he told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites 

you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a 

person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If 

so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 

‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to 

take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take 

the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to 

you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 

honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those 

who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.”…. 

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or 

dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your 

relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you 

back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 

and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you 

will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to 

Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the 

kingdom of God.” 

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet 

and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent 

his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for 

everything is now ready.’ 

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I 

have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse 

me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, 

and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 20 “Still 

another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
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21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then 

the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 

‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring 

in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 

22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but 

there is still room.’ 23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go 

out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, 

so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who 

were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” 

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he 

said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their 

own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And 

whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. 

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit 

down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to 

complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to 

finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This 

person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. 

Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 

thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 

twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation 

while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 

peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 

everything you have cannot be my disciples. 

34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure 

pile; it is thrown out. “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
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4. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Luke 14 

Extended Passage: Luke 14:1-18:30 

Much of Luke 10:1-18:14 is unique because Luke writes with 

the purpose to train disciples with hearts for the world. Jesus and 

His disciples marched together towards Jesus’ destiny at 

Jerusalem (9:31; 9:51; 13:22; 13:33; 17:11; 18:31; 19:11; 19:28; 

19:41). Like the great leader He is, Jesus trains with His ultimate 

end in mind, to return prodigals throughout all the world to His 

Father’s heart. He executes a strategy designed for success. And 

you and I are part of His epic adventure to return the lost to the 

Father’s compassionate heart and to raise up a Family and army 

competent to undertake the “Family business.”  

Jesus calls us to pour out our lives for something larger and 

greater than ourselves, something that brings eternal meaning. 

Jesus came to make of the many “one new man” (Ephesians 2:14-

16), the Family of God. He raises up His followers so all may 

participate in the “Family business” of becoming more like Jesus, 

and doing evangelism and DiscipleMaking in the unique way and 

with the special mission God has for each individual. Jesus’ 

mission was to tell others the Good News (8:1; also 4:43). That’s 

why this “Capstone” majors on these. 

Note carefully to whom Jesus addressed His various 

instructions and challenges, remembering that His disciples were 

always watching. The curious crowd? The antagonistic Jewish 

leaders? His obedient followers? The message He teaches 

consistently aligns with His overall message, yet portions are 

selected that are most needed by His audience depending on the 

condition of their heart (see the “four soils,” revealing the 

condition of our heart, Luke 8:4-15). As one illustration, Luke 

14:1 states “one Sabbath.” This reminds me of the more lengthy 

teaching on the “Sabbath controversies” to expose Jewish hyper-

spirituality that robs His people from experiencing freedom to 

reach the ends of the world (Luke 5:33-6:6).  

Jesus seeks followers who wholeheartedly follow Him and 

serve others as He does, generously giving away compassion 
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wrapped in power. God strategically placed you around those He 

has a heart to connect with. Join what our Team-of-Three is 

doing.  

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What is Jesus’ heart as He invites all so they may feast on new life 

in His Family (14:12-14)? 

 

 

 

 

2. What excuses did the parable in 14:18-20 make for refusing to 

invite to the banquet? What are some excuses today we hear for 

not actively sharing our faith? 

 

 

 

“Though I write about power evangelism, the most powerful 

evangelism will come only when Jesus’ prayer for Christian 

unity is fulfilled…John 17:23”  

(John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

3. What three marks of a follower does Jesus give in 14:26, 27, and 

33? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 4 Wide & Deep: Lk 14:1-18:30 
Teaching Parables on Way to Jerusalem  

Jesus tells these thirteen parables to bring into the light the 

faulty thinking and doing of His audience (especially His own 

disciples) to partner with the Spirit for personal change from the 

inside out. 

1. The Seats at the Wedding Feast (14:7-10): Jesus again 

challenges a prominent Pharisee about extra-Biblical Sabbath 

traditions (14:1-6). When He noticed how they picked the places 

of honor, He told a parable about taking the lowest place at a 

wedding rather than the best place. Then Jesus drives it home, 

saying self-exaltation will bring humbling (14:11). Instead of 

inviting those who can repay you, invite the marginalized because 

in Jesus’ economy there are no outsiders (14:12-14). 

2. The Great Banquet (14:15-24): One at the table made a 

hyper-religious statement to Jesus (14:15). In response, Jesus 

shared a similar parable. A man prepared a great banquet, yet 

none of the invited guests came, all making excuses. The host first 

sent his servants to invite the marginalized to fill the tables, then 

went to the streets “so that my house will be full.” Jesus lets the 

Pharisees know who the Kingdom of God targets, those who are 

receptive, regardless of social standing (compare Galatians 3:28). 

3. The Builder (14:28-30): Jesus never played to the crowds. 

When large crowds travel with Jesus, He lays down His most 

searching conditions regarding the cost of discipleship in these 

three points. First, no one can be My disciple who does not love 

Jesus more than our closest relationships, yes even our own life. 

Second, no one can be My disciple who does not carry our own 

cross and come after Jesus, come what may. Third, no one can be 

My disciple who does not give up all our own possessions. Jesus 

must be first, over our relationships, over our lives, and over our 

possessions. He is over all. 

Between the second and third point, Jesus drove this home 

with the parable of the builder. Before a prudent person begins to 

build a tower, he first sits down and calculates the cost to see if he 

can swing it. Carefully count the cost of discipleship. 
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4. The Battler (14:31-33): Jesus follows with the parable of 

the battler. Before a wise king sets out with his army to do battle 

with his attacker, he will first sit down and take counsel whether 

he is strong enough to win with the odds stacked against him. 

Carefully count the cost of discipleship. Then Jesus concludes by 

saying that salt that has lost its savor is good for nothing. Ask 

ourselves, if we still have the edge for wholehearted allegiance, 

“salty salt” that makes others thirsty for Jesus with savory 

conversation that preserves from decay 

5. The Lost Sheep (15:4-7): Jesus then taught three parables 

to underscore one teaching (“this parable”). The religious leaders 

grumble that tax collectors and sinners come to listen to Jesus. 

They had no idea of the wide, embracing heart of His Father. A 

man with a hundred sheep lost one so he willingly left the ninety-

nine to seek the one. When he found the one, he tenderly laid it on 

his shoulder, rejoiced and called his friends to rejoice with him. 

“There is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents.” 

6. The Lost Silver (15:8-10): A woman has ten silver coins 

and loses one. She goes all out searching carefully for that one 

coin until she finds it. She also calls her friends together to 

rejoice. Again, Jesus drives this home with: “There is rejoicing in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

“My Father is like this.” 

7. The Lost Son (15:11-32): All three are about the heart of 

the Father, Son and Spirit to go to whatever means necessary to 

bring in the lost, the lost sheep, the lost silver, and the lost son. So 

this parable is actually about the “seeking father.” The son 

demanded his inheritance while his dad lived. The dad broke 

Jewish protocol and gave him his wish, which he proceeded to 

“squander.” There is so much here about our Father’s 

unconditional love, though I will leave the fascinating study to 

you. Looking only at the big-picture, simply notice that the father 

also threw a lavish party for his returned son and celebrated with 

his friends. Jesus tells the religious leaders: “This is what My 

Father is like. He calls His friends together to throw a party of 

joyous celebration when one lost son returns.” 

8. The Shrewd Manager (16:1-9): Jesus taught this parable 

for His disciples, perhaps the most difficult parable to understand. 
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In the same way that the lost son squandered his father’s estate 

(15:13), the rich owner accuses his manager of wasting his 

possessions and calls him to account. Before turning over the 

accounts, the manager discounted vendors’ debts so they would 

help him in his future. The twist comes when the master 

“commends” the dishonest manager because he had acted with 

practical wisdom with his future in mind (8). Notice, his 

dishonesty is not commended, but his use of “worldly wealth” to 

plan for his future. Here’s the twist. This world has their 60-70 

years in mind. Those who belong to Jesus live with eternity in 

mind. Those who receive Jesus through our gifts will “welcome 

us into eternal dwellings.” 

How we handle our worldly money and possessions is a 

strong indication of whether God can entrust us with true, spiritual 

riches (16:10-13). The Pharisees, who must have overheard this, 

loved money and were offended. A radical shift came with Jesus 

(16:16-17). “What is highly valued among men is detestable in 

God’s sight” (16:15b) so choose God as master. 

9. The Rich Man and Lazarus (16:19-31): Jesus just 

confronted the Pharisees’ love for money (16:14) with the 

previous parable. Jesus succinctly points to the tipping point for 

change in a person’s life, any life. “What is highly valued among 

men is detestable in God’s sight” (16:15b). Since “the way in is 

also the way on,” both the Pharisees and Jesus’ disciples need this 

same teaching for salvation and also to grow in it. Verse 16:18 

exposes another essential difference in spiritual culture where our 

own self-will trumps 

All-in followership, especially where Scripture cuts across the 

grain of our self-will, is so crucial that Jesus doubles-down with 

another parable. Two men die on the same day. An unnamed rich 

man lives in opulent luxury. A beggar named Lazarus is so 

destitute that he would consider it a feast to eat the scraps from 

under the table of the rich man. An angel carried the beggar to 

Abraham’s side, the favored place for a Jew. The rich man went to 

hell. Yes, Jesus believes in a real, literal hell for all those who 

reject Him in this life. His description is not fanciful, even though 

this is a parable. 
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Notice the powerful shift of favor, demonstrating the sharp 

difference in value system between this world and God’s world. 

Jesus concludes by saying if a person does not believe the OT 

Scripture, even if one raised from the dead, they will not be 

convinced (predicting His death and resurrection). The time is 

today. 

10. The Unworthy Servant (17:7-10): Jesus continues on this 

theme with His disciples, aiming to transform their minds to 

recalibrate their inner spiritual compass. Since we are all in-

process, it’s inevitable that a disciple hinders another 

occasionally. But our spiritual authority from Christ is no excuse. 

Watch our responses and quickly take responsibility for our 

contribution (17:1-3a). Also, in this mutual care in community, if 

a fellow follower of Jesus sins, go to him (in private) and rebuke 

him. Forgive him when he repents. Follow this, even if he sins 

against you personally and repeatedly (17:3-6) since our mutual 

relationship is so crucial to the culture Jesus’ sows. 

In response to the disciple’s openness, Jesus points them to 

faith as fundamental to our journey. Again, the parable drives 

home the all-in abandonment for a disciple to serve our Lord 

Jesus Christ, rather than our own self-interest. When we serve 

Jesus passionately and sacrificially, “we have only done our 

duty,” like one leper who Jesus cleansed returned and praised God 

(17:11-19). 

11. The One Taken and the One Left (17:34-35): A Pharisee 

had a wrong view of the Kingdom, as only visible now. Jesus 

corrected this misconception, pointing to the Kingdom “within 

you” those who respond to Him (17:20-21). Then Jesus sketches 

out coming events with broad brush strokes, reminding them that 

not all are in the Kingdom. There is a real, literal heaven and also 

a real hell where those without Jesus will be excluded from the 

presence of God.  

12. The Persistent Widow (18:1-8): Again, Jesus returns to the 

importance of prayer, clearly declaring why the parable: “They 

should always pray and not give up” (18:1).  

13. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (18:9-14): Again, 

Jesus tells us the type of behavior He exposes. A judgmental 

person may look good on the outside, although they have “their 
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own righteousness,” considering themselves superior to others. 

The tax collector prays the prayer of salvation, entering into the 

Kingdom, “God have mercy on me, a sinner” (18:13b). My 

identity as God’s blessed child is not a sinner (although I still sin), 

and this tax collector was “justified.” Have you noticed how often 

Jesus deals with this attitude of self-righteous judgment and 

looking down on others? 

Big-picture: In broad strokes, the religious leaders were 

governed by their century old habits and practices or deluded by 

their self-centered desires. For followers of Jesus to “make 

disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19-20), Jesus must raise 

them up in the Family of God in the freedom provided in Christ. 

Free from legalism (a set standard and practices they follow to 

consider themselves righteous). Free from license that distorts 

freedom into self-indulgent desires (see Galatians 5:1 + 5:13-14, 

one of the earliest NT letters). Soon a whole world of 

opportunities would open and Jesus needed a Kingdom army long 

trained in adventure and nurtured in difficulties to win the world. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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5. Text: Focus: Luke 18:31-34+19:1-26 
Extended Passage: 18:31-21:38 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

18:31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going 

up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets 

about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be delivered 

over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on 

him; 33 they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he will 

rise again.” 34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its 

meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he 

was talking about…. 

19:1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was 

there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and 

was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he 

was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead 

and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 

coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house 

today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be 

the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here 

and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 

cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the 

amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 

because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of 

Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a 

parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought 

that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He 

said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have 



 48  

 

himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of 

his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ 

he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to 

say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ 

15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent 

for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to 

find out what they had gained with it. 

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten 

more.’ 17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. 

‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take 

charge of ten cities.’ 

18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five 

more.’ 19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five 

cities.’ 

20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I 

have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, 

because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put 

in and reap what you did not sow.’ 

22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you 

wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, 

taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 

23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when 

I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 

24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from 

him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ 25 “‘Sir,’ they 

said, ‘he already has ten!’ 

26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be 

given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what they have 

will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not 

want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in 

front of me.’” 
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5. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Luke 18:31-34+19:1-26 

Extended Passage: 18:31-21:38 

Jesus marched towards His death in Jerusalem. 

So WHY did the Son of God leave heaven and come to earth? 

1. To give His life to ransom all who believe, bringing His people 

into freedom, and destroying the works of the devil (Matthew 

20:28b; 1 John 3:8b; Hebrews 2:14-15). 

2. To preach Good News to bring freedom, recovery and release for 

those separated from the Father (Luke 4:18-19). 

3. To seek and to save what was lost so they will have life 

abundantly (Luke 19:10; Luke 4:17-21; 4:43 John 10:10b). 

4. To gather, train up and commission followers who say and serve 

like Jesus does (Lk 24:47-48; Acts 1:1; Matt 20:28a). 

“This is the heir—kill Him!” reflects the attitudes of the 

religious leaders towards Jesus (Luke 20:14). These chapters 

describe the last days of Jesus’ earthly life, the culmination of 

“WHY” Jesus left the glories of heaven and became a man.  

Jesus’ coming death, resurrection and ascension is also 

“WHY” we have life and a passion to share this Good News with 

others. We carry Jesus’ delegated authority as His 21st century 

disciples. As God’s trusted co-rulers (Genesis 1:26-28), know our 

identity, understand our spiritual authority, and introduce life to 

those around us. People carry secrets and yearn for something 

more. We personally know the “More,” Jesus! 

The disciples could not understand Jesus’ impending death on 

a cross and its meaning for all humanity (18:34). Paul later 

explains that a veil blinded their minds, which now has been 

removed in Christ (2 Corinthians 3:12-18).  

Has this veil been removed from your eyes? 

If so, ask God to help you connect with one or two people 

who do not follow Jesus. Brainstorm some ideas in the group. 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. How would you explain the benefits of Jesus’ death & resurrection 

in 18:31-33 to someone open to explore? 

 

 

 

 

2. What timeless process of actively sharing our faith do you see in 

the Zacchaeus story (19:1-9)? 

 

 

 

 

“In the rabbinic way of thinking, what one did was as 

important as what one believed. Jesus passed on to the 

disciples his life and his way of life. [Jesus] taught the 

disciples how to minister from hearts of compassion and 

mercy, hear the Father, grow in dependence on the Holy 

Spirit, be obedient to God’s leading, and believe that God 

performs miracles through men and women”  

(John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

3. In the parable of the King’s servants (stewards) in 19:11-26, what 

do you learn for your life as a steward of God? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 5 Wide & Deep: Lk 18:31-21:38 
Final Leg to Jerusalem and the Triumphal Entry  

In these final days of His life on earth as Jesus  goes “up to 

Jerusalem” to suffer and die (18:31), Luke selects just those 

incidents that drive home His message. All-in, wholehearted 

allegiance to Jesus puts us at odds with the world-system. We will 

find ourselves in trouble, like Jesus. Why? “What is highly valued 

among men is detestable in God’s sight” (16:15b). Satan’s culture 

sown in this world is an “upside down” culture. The Family of 

God and Kingdom of God turn it “right side up,” yet not without 

attack/counterattack.  

The Rich Young Ruler (18:18-30): This fascinating encounter 

between Jesus and the rich, young Jewish ruler demonstrates this 

value clash. The ruler with his pride that he could do something to 

earn eternal life contrasts strongly with the little children in 18:15-

17. His legalism, a set of standards and practices that made him 

righteous in his own eyes, looks good to those around him. 

However, Jesus chisels away at this major stronghold (see the 

Pharisee in 18:8-14). As attacking as the encounters of the Jewish 

leaders’ with Jesus have been, none of this was on Jesus’ side. 

Mark 10:17 tells us what Jesus thought of the young ruler. “Jesus 

looked at him and loved him.” 

Jesus likes to ask empowering questions to get people to 

think. “Why?” questions move to our core, to our motives. The 

question (“Why do you call me good?” 18:19) accomplished two 

things. First, it set the standard for goodness, God alone. Second, 

the question begins with the ruler’s own words and sensitively 

confronts the man with the implication of his question, namely, 

that Jesus was God.  

Jesus met the ruler where he was, in his own works-

righteousness derived from law-keeping (18:20-21). The follow-

up response of Jesus cut to the quick, what he held dearer than 

relationship with God …his wealth. Money is not the issue. 

Following Jesus in wholehearted allegiance is. Money was the 

idol in his life. Do we have any idols, anything that is blocking us 

from all-in abandonment to Jesus? 
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The young ruler was sad, and turned his back on Jesus. Jesus 

used this to challenge His disciples (see the Matthew and Mark 

parallel passages). Greed and hoarding subtly undermine our 

desire for flourishing spiritual life that flows from the generous 

lifestyle to which Jesus calls us (18:24-26). The ruler chose 

hoarding, and Jesus’ disciples grasped how completely opposite 

Jesus’ perspective is from the world’s view (26)! Peter asked 

“What about our sacrifice?” Jesus had been driving home the 

cost of discipleship. Now He reveals some of the rewards 

accompanying all-in discipleship. In the OT, physical riches 

demonstrate God’s favor; in the NT spiritual riches point to God’s 

favor (18:29-30). Jesus came to bring a new relationship. 

Jesus Predicts His Death (18:31-34): Jesus experienced 

growing popularity, yet soon He would die a painful death. His 

disciples still had too much of the world in them, and did not 

understand Scripture. To fulfill His epic mission, Jesus needed 

disciples who were “not of this world,” yet would be “sent into 

the world” (John 17:16-18). 

The Blind Beggar (18:35-43). Although the world rebukes 

the “outsider,” the blind beggar here, Jesus invites the man to 

Him and asks what he wanted. Does this seem strange? Wasn’t it 

obvious? Jesus models subtle, underlying principles. People grow 

as they own their felt needs. The blind man’s faith healed him. 

Zacchaeus, the Tax Collector Is Saved (19:1-10): This 

popular Sunday School story packs a powerful punch. Again, 

Luke tells the story of an “outsider,” Zacchaeus the tax collector. 

Tax collectors were Jews with a Roman mandated right to steal, 

so were obviously hated by Jews. Jesus initiated since He saw 

spiritual stirrings in Him. The people muttered as Jesus accepted 

Zacchaeus’ hospitality. Since Jesus had no hint of legalism or 

favoritism, He brought him life, “salvation [to] this house.” Jesus 

restates His mission statement from 4:18-19. “The Son of Man 

came to seek and to save what was lost.” 

24. Parable of the Minas (19:11-27): Jesus attempts to 

correct misconceptions (that an earthly Kingdom is coming now, 

11b). A nobleman goes to a distant country to become king, and to 

return. He gave the same sum of money (“minas”) to each of ten 

servants, charging them to “put this money to work until I come 
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back.” When he returned, one servant earned a tenfold increase 

and another a fivefold increase. Both were given more 

responsibility. “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also 

be trusted with much” (16:10). The third servant buried his 

stewardship because he feared his boss, and was roundly scolded, 

even having the one mina taken from him. The world-system does 

not understand this (19:25). God’s culture gives more to those 

who are faithful (19:26) so don’t “bury” what He gives. 

The Triumphal Entry (19:28-40): The same people that 

shouted praise “for the miracles they had seen” shouted six days 

later, “Crucify Him, crucify Him.” Jesus knows that popularity 

based on the spectacular is short-term motivation (Satan tempted 

Jesus to “be spectacular” in the wilderness, Luke 4:9-12). 

Popularity and crowds never move Jesus since He knows how 

fickle a crowd is (John 2:24). Jesus needs disciples with staying 

power to sustain His crusades. As an aside, I believe Luke uses 

“disciples” in 19:37 in the widest usage, more like “groupies” 

following a band. Luke writes “crowd of disciples” and the other 

Gospels simply state “crowd.”  

Den of Robbers (19:45-48): As Jesus’ time grows shorter and 

the opposition rises, Jesus exposes another false religious view. 

The Jewish leaders set up an extortion ring to bilk travelers 

coming to the temple. Jesus drove the sellers out of the temple, 

declaring that “MY house will be a house of prayer,” although 

you made it a “den of robbers.” Jesus shines light on His “right-

side-up” world. 

Leaders Question Jesus’ Authority (20:1-7): When the 

Pharisees challenged the source of Jesus’ authority, He asked a 

question (20:3). No matter how the leaders answered the question, 

they would look the fools, so they lamely said “We don’t know.” 

25. Parable of the Tenants (20:9-19): Again the main 

character goes away, this time after planting a vineyard, which in 

the OT represents Israel. When the owner of the vineyard sends 

his servant to collect the rent, the tenants beat him. Two more 

servants are badly mistreated, so the owner sends his son, whom 

he loves. The tenants kill the son. Jesus then poses the expected 

response, that the owner would kill the tenants and give it to 

another. The people (20:16b) and the religious leaders (20:19) 
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both understand that Jesus predicts that God would condemn 

Israel’s leaders and give His favor to others, as it happened, 

radically changing from OT relationship to NT. 

Pay Taxes (20:20-26): The religious leaders send spies to 

deceive Jesus, hoping to catch Him doing something so they could 

arrest Him. These spies ask Jesus if it’s right to pay taxes to 

Caesar, Israel’s conqueror, thinking they got Him in a lose/lose 

proposition. Jesus turned the tables on their duplicity with His 

brilliant answer. 

Marriage and Resurrection (20:27-40): Again, religious 

leaders strive to trip Jesus up, this time the Sadducees. They gave 

a hypothetical example of seven brothers marrying one woman 

after each died in succession. “In heaven, after the resurrection 

(note: they do not believe in the resurrection), whose wife was 

she?” Far from stumped, Jesus uses this opportunity to give us a 

glimpse into the future. Jesus brilliantly undermines their false 

belief regarding the resurrection by quoting God at the burning 

bush with Moses when He said, “I am the God of Abraham…,” 

present tense, indicating that the three patriarchs are still alive 

(i.e. the resurrection, Mark 12:26). In the Mark 12:24 parallel 

passage, Jesus roasts the religious leaders with “You do not know 

the Scriptures or the power of God.” 

Jesus Is God (20:41-47): Jesus initiates, addressing the 

religious leaders with a puzzling question followed by a quotation 

from Psalm 110:1, which can only be resolved by confessing that 

Jesus is indeed God. The NT coming of Jesus provides a 

perspective to understand the OT for the first time. “And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] explained to 

[the Emmaus disciples] what was said in all the Scriptures 

concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). Jesus then warned the people 

about the teachers of the law (20:45-47). 

Widow’s Offering (21:1-4): Jesus again teaches about His 

“right-side-up” culture by saying the poor widow put in more 

than the rich. 

26. Parable of Fi Tree & Signs of the End Times (21:5-36): 

Did you notice how prevalent Jesus’ usage of parables has been? 

Twenty-six parables from Luke 14:7-21:31 in this final “Come & 

Be with Me” training tier. Jesus sketches out some of the near 
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future and distant future end-time events. The parable of the fig 

tree calls us to “watch” carefully and discern. Things are not as 

they seem. 

Jesus Models Ministry (21:37-38): In two short verses, Jesus’ 

life demonstrates how to live a powerful life in the midst of a 

corrupted world-system. Each night Jesus spent the night on 

Mount Olives, where He will later spend intense time with His 

Father before His crucifixion (22:39-46). During the day, Jesus 

gave His time to the ministry of the Word of God with power, and 

the people came early to listen. His disciples later followed this 

model when they said, we “will give our attention to prayer and 

the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4b). What a graphic difference 

between how the leaders in the world prioritize and how the 

“right side up” influencers in the Family of God and Kingdom of 

God do? How does our life reflect this pattern? 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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6. Focus Passage: Luke 24:13-53 
Extended Passage: Luke 22-24 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

24:13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking 

with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked 

and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 

walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk 

along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, 

asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not 

know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What 

things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in 

word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and 

our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 

him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 

redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took 

place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the 

tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and 

told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 

Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as 

the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all 

that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer 

these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 

and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 

continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him 

strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 

over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened 
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and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They 

asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 

Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is 

true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two 

told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 

them when he broke the bread. 

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and 

frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are 

you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my 

hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And 

while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he 

asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a 

piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 

46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and 

rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am 

going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 

hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them 

and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at 

the temple, praising God. 
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6. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Luke 24:13-53 

Extended Passage: Luke 22:1-24:52 

My target for this “Companion” and thus for the focused 

reading is the commissioning of His disciples (including you and 

me). Our focus passage is unique to Luke. However, please also 

read the extended passage as if you were there. Jesus died for 

you, was raised three days later, and after forty days ascended to 

His Father’s right hand of power. So in a very real sense, you 

were there! The permanent outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost 

activates our orders to “make disciples of all people groups” 

(Matthew 28:18-20). The cross, resurrection and ascension is the 

only reason we have life to give away to those separate from His 

presence. 

“Become” one of the 1st century disciples. Read through the 

fake trials imaginatively, as if you were there. Experience Jesus’ 

pain and suffering, the strongest pain expressed in His lament: 

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” Identify with 

Jesus in times when you have felt forsaken (although the Father 

was there even then). Experience the surprise and joy of the 

resurrection and Jesus’ personal appearances to His followers.  

Align with Jesus’ life purpose (except for dying as the 

substitutionary atonement for sins), which is also our call when 

coupled with what is to come in the book of Acts. As partners 

with our Team-of-Three, we continue what Jesus “began to do 

and teach” to those separated from the Father’s heart, both in our 

city, our county and to the ends of the earth through financial 

giving, prayer and going into our present world, and beyond as 

God calls (Acts 1:1; 1:8). Be about growing more like Jesus and 

giving ourselves wholeheartedly to the “Family business” of 

living life to the full, and evangelism and DiscipleMaking.  

After 20 month training (plus 9-months in “Come & Follow 

Me”), Jesus strategically places His disciples in Jerusalem for a 

time. Then He scatters all except the Apostles (Acts 8:1). The 

church Jesus founded reaches out to the lives around us. 
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Ask God to show you the key to the hearts of the lost. God 

strategically positioned you so you can influence them. 

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. The two disciples correctly related facts about Jesus (24:19-

24). Why then did Jesus chide them (24:25-27)? 

 

 

 

2. Have you also been feeling verse 24:32, along with the Emmaus 

disciple? If not, what choices can you make now to move into such 

a normal heart-condition? 

 

 

 

“Jesus…combined the proclamation of the kingdom of God with its 

demonstration [as needed.] Rather than detracting from the 

proclamation of the gospel, the gifts…when correctly practiced, 

open people to a clearer understanding and practice of 

Christianity”  

(John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

3. Now that every true believer of Jesus has received the Father’s 

promise, what are the implications for your life and mine (24:49)? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 6 Wide & Deep: Lk 22:1-24:52 
Passion Week, Cross, Resurrection & Commission  

I don’t want to rob you of the joy of the Spirit of God 

speaking directly to your yearning heart through this powerful 

conclusion to the life of Jesus on earth. Although it’s not really 

the conclusion, but the beginning as Luke tells us in part two of 

the life of the early church (Acts). “In my former book…I wrote 

about all that Jesus began to do and to teach” (Acts 1:1). The 

Book of Acts describes events in what Jesus continued to do and 

to teach as His church partners with the Spirit, all the way up until 

today in your life and in mine. 

So read this portion, quietly, uninterrupted as if you were 

there because in a real sense, you were there. This is how your 

spiritual life with Jesus began. Stop now if you have not already 

soaked in this reading for the week as if you were there alongside 

Jesus. 

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus (22:1-46). 

Jesus Arrested (22:47-65). 

The Mock Trials (22:66-23:24) and Crucifixion (23:25-43). 

Jesus’ Death (23:44-49) and Burial (23:50-56). 

Jesus’ Resurrection (24:1-35) and Ascension (24:36-49). 

Some Theological Implications: Now that you have carefully 

experienced again this historical account of Jesus’ life and death, 

resurrection and ascension, let’s quickly sketch out a few 

theological implications of these. After all, Jesus came to change 

lives, not simply to give us a powerful story to retell. 

1. The Death of Christ: Jesus not only came as the Second 

Man to model for us God’s Eden-intent for humanity by His life, 

He also came as the Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47). As the 

Last Adam, Jesus dealt a final death blow to all the bad that comes 

from the Fall in Genesis 3, and restores life as always intended. 

Jesus’ death on the cross that we just read about provides all this 

for us. 

• We sinned against God, a debt we could never pay, but Jesus 

paid it all, forgiveness. 
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• We are also born spiritually dead, separate from God. Through 

faith, we are made alive, the “great exchange,” His 

righteousness becomes ours own. We are forever different! 

• We are powerless and hopeless to change ourselves. By the 

death of Jesus, the Spirit gives us power with a purpose, 

regeneration. 

• We are born separate from God’s Family, without hope and 

without God in the world. Yet through faith we are brought near, 

adopted into the Family of God and sent out as His Kingdom 

warriors.. 

2. The Resurrection of Christ: Without Jesus’ bodily 

resurrection, Jesus would have remained in the grave. His 

resurrection is a divine act involving all three Persons of the 

Godhead, a resurrection and not just a resuscitation. The Son of 

God still lives in and through that same body in heaven, and will 

forever (Revelation 22:16). Christianity rests on the certainty of 

Jesus’ resurrection as a space-time occurrence in history. Note all 

the evidences of the resurrection in our readings (and in the other 

Gospels). The resurrection demonstrates Jesus’ victory over death 

and vindicates him as righteous so that we might live righteous 

with Him forever. 

3. The Ascension of Jesus to the Right Hand of the Father 

(24:50-52). Because Jesus ascended to heaven, He poured out the 

Spirit to live within us to guide and empower, comfort and 

encourage (Acts 2:33). The entire Book of Acts, church history 

and what happens today in our lives, all flow out of the permanent 

indwelling of the Trinity within. “You are in me [and in you] we 

will…make our home” (John 14:20+23; 17:23). Our lives today 

are an eloquent witness to how radical a life comes from this 

mutual indwelling. We are in the Family-of-3, and they are in us. 

How are you participating in the “Family Business” of 

evangelism and DiscipleMaking?” 

NT Compared to OT: After our time through Luke together, I 

pray that you have caught the radical revolution that Jesus brings, 

even in His quiet, understated way like a mustard seed and yeast. 

His birth and life, death and burial, resurrection and ascension 

have profoundly changed our relationship with the Father, Son 

and Spirit. The OT is Scripture, essential, life-impacting, and also 
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preparatory like raising a young child is preparatory for adulthood 

(1 Cor. 10:6 + 11). The OT predicts this radical change (Luke 

24:44), speaks of Christ (Luke 24:27) and prepares the way. For 

me, I attempt to see the OT first through the lens of the brilliant 

revelation in the NT with the coming of Jesus. Let the clearer 

picture of the NT first interpret the less clear OT passages. Then 

we have more clarity on the OT, which I hold in very high regard. 

Here are a few NT passages pointing to this radical change. 

Luke 16:16: “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed 

until John [the Baptist]. Since that time [of Jesus’ ministry], the 

good news of the kingdom of God is being preached.” Significant 

change. 

2 Corinthians 3:7-11: Paul further builds upon Jesus’ cryptic 

insight into the radical difference between the OT and the NT life 

after John the Baptist. Three times Paul uses the “how much 

more” comparative formula. (1) In the OT, the ministry of the 

Ten Commandments written by the finger of God was 

accompanied by the fading glory on Moses’ face, yet how much 

more glorious is the NT ministry of the Spirit? (2) The OT 

ministry that condemns men is glorious, yet how much more 

glorious is the NT ministry that brings righteousness? (3) What 

was fading in the OT came with glory, yet how much greater is 

the glory of the NT that lasts into eternity? “For what was 

glorious [in the OT] has no glory now in comparison with the 

surpassing [NT] glory.” 

Hebrews 1:1-4:10: The book of Hebrews is written to 

Hebrew/Christians who are sliding back into Judaism because of 

persecution. The writer uses the formula in the early chapters of 

how much greater Jesus Christ is than the greatest found in the 

OT. Jesus is superior to the OT prophets (1:1-3), to the angels 

(1:4-2:18), to Moses (3:1-19), to Joshua (4:1-13), and to Aaron as 

High Priest (4:14-5:10). Jesus “is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his being” (Hebrews 1:3). The coming 

of Jesus is the most remarkable event since creation. Jesus has 

radically and permanently changed our relationship with God 

from a child to a friend. In fact, Jesus makes all things new! 

Matthew 5:17-46: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches 

that all the intent of the Law and Prophets will be fulfilled. Then 
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six different times He rattles off: “you have heard it said…” 

(referring to the Ten Commandments), followed by “But I tell you 

that….” Jesus cuts the ground out from under any primarily OT 

formula for growth. 

Ephesians 2:22; John 14:10 + 20: In the OT, the temple was 

physical, but now as NT saints Jesus’ followers are built together 

as His temple “in which God lives by his Spirit.” As our Family-

of-Three is one, so are each one who entrusts ourselves to Jesus 

one in Him, without ever becoming little gods (“I am in the 

Father, and…the Father is in me,” John 14:10). “You are in me, 

and I am in you [and] we will come to [redeemed humanity] and 

make our home” (John 14:20+23; 17:23). The radical, mutual 

indwelling changes everything. 

Jesus’ Commission to His Disciples (24:36-49). Before Jesus 

commissions, He trains. Think back over these six weeks together. 

Who were His Twelve and how did Jesus train them? What arenas 

of their lives and thinking did Jesus use to transform how they 

thought? Particularly focus on the one main point in each parable. 

Jesus knows when we come to Him, our inner spiritual compass is 

mis-calibrated, like His original disciples, and He patiently raised 

them up in Family.  

Think back on Luke in your mind. We tend today to 

romanticize who His Twelve Apostles were when Jesus called 

them because of who they became. The Jewish Rabbi’s of His day 

selected from the very best of the best to mentor. I hear churches 

today imitating the 1st century Rabbi’s, and my heart sinks. This 

was not Jesus’ approach. As His disciples, He chose average 

people who often failed Him.  

Peter had foot-in-mouth disease every time he turned around. 

John & James were vengefully violent (Luke 9:51-55) and 

selfishly ambitious (Mark 10:35-37). Simon the Zealot belonged 

to a terrorist organization from the Roman perspective. Matthew 

(Levi), the tax collector, was a traitor to his Jewish brothers. The 

one with the most promise and training, who would qualify as the 

best of the best, is Simon Iscariot, and he betrayed Jesus. 

Since Jesus sends us today in the same way the Father sent 

Him (John 17:18; 20:21), we need to raise new converts in the 

Family of God today in a similar way to Jesus. Jesus spent 
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regular, extended time with His Twelve. He took broken people, 

and patiently raised them up over a two+ year period in 

SmallGroups, life-on-life in the Family of God. Why should we 

pick the best of the best from others who did the hard work of 

training them up to become the best?  

Don’t look for a finished product. See the potential, like a 

parent does in the newborn child. We are called to invest the time 

and effort to raise up the best in the church in healthy life-on-life 

relationships as the Family of God, including both maturity in 

character over time and ministry skills as the Kingdom army. 

Children are not born or adopted full-grown into a family. Jesus’ 

Twelve were outsiders, a rag-tag band like us and those we 

intentionally grow in the Family of God towards maturity and 

ministry in the Kingdom army. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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Acts 
Author:  Date: A. D. 63 

Central Message 

Jesus’ followers fulfill our God-assignments as we carry 

God’s authority and partner with the Father and Spirit (John 

20:21; Acts 1:1 + 10:37-38) 

Thumbnail Overview 

Acts is the sequel to Luke. The spectacular dimensions of the 

story of Jesus are so impressive, we can easily slide into becoming 

mere admirers rather than adventurers in Jesus’ crusade to win the 

world back to His Father’s heart. Acts is structured around 

summary statements that describe the expansion of the one church 

in six waves of the Spirit (6:7, 9:31, 12:24, 16: 5, 19:20, and 

28:31). Instead of people separated by centuries of hostility, the 

Spirit’s ministry maintains the unity of the one church as the Holy 

Spirit sovereignly came, first on the Jews (2:3-4), then to the 

Judeans/Samaritans (8:16-17) and on the Gentiles inside and 

outside the land (10:44-46; 19:6). This fulfills Jesus’ last words 

before ascending (Acts 1:8). Follow the example of those in Acts, 

entering into our own “Acts 29” with our contacts at work and 

recreation, in our city, school, church. 
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1. Focus Passage: Acts 1:1-9+4:4-20 
Extended Passage: Acts 1:1-6:7 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 

began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to 

heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented 

himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 

alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 

spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he 

was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at 

this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to 

them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 

cloud hid him from their sight. [11 “This] same Jesus, who has 

been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

4:4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of 

men who believed grew to about five thousand. The next day 

the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 

Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were 

Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s 

family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and 



 70  

 

began to question them: “By what power or what name did you 

do this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and 

elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today 

for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 

being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all 

the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the 

dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the 

stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ 

12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 

they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and 

they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since 

they could see the man who had been healed standing there with 

them, there was nothing they could say.  

15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then 

conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these 

men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they 

have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to 

stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we 

must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to 

speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John 

replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to 

him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking 

about what we have seen and heard 

 

 

.” 
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1. Discover Personally: 
Focus Passage: Acts 1:1-9+4:4-20 
Extended Passage: Acts 1:1-6:7 

Acts is stories describing how the 1st century disciples 

understood Jesus’ life and death, resurrection and ascension. They 

were filled with the resurrected life of Jesus, commissioned with 

His God-given authority, empowered by the Spirit, and thrust out 

to partner with the Triune God on His epic adventure to restore I 

intimacy. A key interpretive lens is 1:1. Acts is about “all that 

Jesus began to do and to teach,” beginning in their city and 

radiating out to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). What Jesus began, 

His followers continue to this day, both “ doing and teaching.” In 

Luke, Jesus repeatedly walked out authentic life, taught the Good 

News and demonstrated its Reality (Luke 4:31-37). His disciples 

followed in His footsteps (Luke 9:1-2), making this normative for 

us today to “make disciples of all nations.”  

Note the representative story of Peter healing the crippled 

beggar (3:1-4:31). Peter knew the Kingdom authority he carried 

and boldly risked (3:6). Though like the saints before him, he was 

not sure of the results as he responded in faith (Hebrews 11, 

especially 39-40). Society “took note that these men had been 

with Jesus” (4:13). Obedience to the Spirit is the currency of the 

Kingdom. If we leave our group time with only knowledge we 

admire, we suffer great loss. Acts has a strong bias toward 

engaging. Responsive learning releases us to live beyond our 

comfort with growing obedience in our everyday lives. 

1st Wave: “Birth & Early Growth in Jerusalem” (place: 

Jerusalem). Acts is structured around summary statements that 

describe the expansion of the church in six waves of the Spirit. As 

we read the breathtaking events in this 1st Wave of Acts, jot down 

on S-T-U-D-Y how Jesus’1st century disciples practiced the 

“Family business” of a godly walk, evangelism and 

DiscipleMaking. They followed Jesus’ Gospel ministry model. 

Proclaim the Good News and also demonstrate its Reality as 

believers who know their identity and exercise the authority they 

carried, the same authority as we carry today to our work-worlds. 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What does the Holy Spirit give every believer in 1:8, including us 

today?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this first window into the NT church life in 2:42-47 

describe about essential elements for church life today? 

 

 

 

 

“A close inspection of the book of Acts reveals that the disciples 

went out and spread the good news in the same fashion as Christ. 

[Acts 1:1 clearly] implies that the continuation of Jesus’ ministry 

through the disciples was the continuation of Jesus’ ministry on 

earth” (John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

3. Notice the “growth” verse in 6:7 at the end of this section (each 

section concludes with one). How could this look today? 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 1 Wide & Deep: Acts 1:1-6:7 
First Wave: Birth of Church in Jerusalem 

Two key verses in this section set the tone for the entire book 

of Acts, 1:1 and 1:8. The book of Acts builds upon and moves 

forward from “all that Jesus began to do and to teach,” and 

passes the baton onto us in church history as we live out “Acts 

29” to our generation. This introduction ties Jesus’ ministry in 

Luke to His followers in Acts. Acts 1:1 answers the question 

“what?” 1:8 provides us Jesus’ broad answer to “how?” the one, 

new church was birthed and expanded. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (1:8). 

The power of the Spirit and Jesus’ delegated authority to each 

disciple make this epic adventure possible. The one church is first 

birthed in our city (our Jerusalem), then expanded through the 

local faith-community to our region and on to the ends of the 

earth. Every Christian has this threefold mission focus, to our 

locality, our region, and the world. Some will go to the ends of the 

earth; all can pray and give for the nations and go to influence our 

city and region.  

Let’s be clear now who initiated the Spirit falling on God’s 

waiting people on Pentecost to birth His church (Acts 1:4-5 with 

2:4). 

“It is not for you [disciples] to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority” (Acts 1:7, 

emphasis). 

God Himself “set by His own authority” the time of birthing 

the church as the Spirit fell. The Jewish crowds had come to 

Jerusalem from all corners of the earth to celebrate the Jewish 

Festival of Weeks established shortly after the Exodus, a thousand 

years earlier (also called Feast of the Harvest, Exodus 23:16; 

Leviticus 23:15-21; Deuteronomy 16:9-10). The earnest prayers 

of God’s waiting people can never bring revival, although prayer 

prepared them to embrace revival when God brought it at 
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Pentecost in His sovereign timing. This models God’s norm. God 

initiates; we respond. Even Jesus could only do what He saw and 

heard from the Father, just like us. 

In interpreting Scripture, “context is king.” This means: “first 

look at the context to properly interpret.” Therefore, I want to 

begin with a big-picture look at Acts. Acts is structured around 

summary statements that describe the geographic and ethnic 

expansion of the one church in six waves of the Spirit (6:7, 9:31, 

12:24, 16: 5, 19:20, and 28:31). Each “wave” has a strong 

statement of growth at the end as a marker. “When the Holy Spirit 

comes upon you” happened at Pentecost. This date had been set 

“by God’s own authority,” bringing a radical change to the 

relationship of God with His people through a permanent 

indwelling to birth the church. Notice how often Acts points back 

to this event. The result is that the church “will be witnesses” in 

expanding waves of the Spirit to the ends of the earth.  

Instead of people separated by centuries of hostility, the 

Spirit’s ministry maintained the unity of the one new church as 

the Holy Spirit sovereignly came. Through representatives of 

Jesus’ one church, the Spirit fell first on the Jews (2:3-4), then on 

the Judeans/Samaritans (8:16-17) and on the Gentiles in the land 

(10:44-46 + 11:15-18) and outside the land (19:6). Note two 

things. First, the explanations of these events point back to the 

original Pentecost birth of the one church. Second, the Spirit fell 

upon them similarly at these key, unifying times. 

• Jerusalem, 2:16-17: Peter points the audience towards God’s 

promised outpouring of the Spirit on all people prophesized by 

Joel. Peter then preached a powerful message of the Good News, 

calling on all to repent. 

• Samaria, 8:14-17: Philip shared the Good News of the Kingdom 

accompanied by great signs and miracles. Many believed and 

were baptized in water. The apostles in Jerusalem sent Peter and 

John to assess the situation. They laid hands on them “and they 

received the Holy Spirit,” similar to Pentecost. 

• Gentiles nearby, 10:44-48: God spoke to Cornelius, then Peter in 

a threefold vision, to get them to relate together. As Peter went 

into the Gentile’s home, he preached the Good News of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. “While Peter was still speaking,” the 
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Spirit interrupted Peter and “the Holy Spirit came on all who 

heard the message.” The Jews were astonished that the “gift of 

the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.” Peter 

baptized them because they “received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have.” 

• Peter’s answer to criticism from the Jerusalem church, 11:1-3 

+11:15-18: Peter retold the story, quoting what the Lord said 

about His followers on Pentecost, that they “will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:4). All objections ceased 

immediately because they recognized that “God has even 

granted the Gentiles repentance unto life.” 

• Paul to Gentiles in distant lands (19:-5-6): Paul met twelve who 

had been instructed in John the Baptist’s teaching. Paul pointed 

them to Jesus When Paul recognized their incomplete Gospel, 

He preached Jesus, baptized them and the Spirit fell on them. 

Barriers are breaking down. This is God’s historic plan. 

Today it’s easy to miss because we have so little understanding 

how deeply the historical divisions cut between Jews and 

Samaritans and between Jews and Gentiles. Without this 

sovereign moving of God to preserve the unity of His church, the 

1st century would have had separate Jewish, Judean/Samarian, and 

Gentile churches. As we read Acts, be awestruck with the wisdom 

of God, fulfilling Jesus’ last words before ascending back to His 

Father in heaven (Acts 1:8). The Spirit births the church in unity, 

and we work hard to partner and maintain that unity (Ephesians 

4:3). 

My observation is: the Book of Acts is one of the most 

controversial books in Scripture since the turn of the 20th century. 

Through the years, I have noticed that certain passages of 

Scripture are fierce battlegrounds among Christians who hold a 

high view of the Bible as God’s inspired Word. When godly 

Christians use the same verses to come up with widely diverse 

interpretations and applications, especially when more heat than 

light is involved, the enemy usually is behind the scenes stirring 

up with his deceit. We can err by teaching more than Scripture 

teaches or by teaching less than the Bible. 

I call this “part-for-the-whole” thinking, lifting up one 

accurate portion as if it’s the whole. For instance, some schools of 
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thought support what I wrote above, that the major reason for the 

Spirit falling on the different groups was to maintain the unity of 

the 1st century church. They also falsely use this to deny that these 

so-called “sign gifts” are also for today. Another school of 

thought denies the purpose of the Spirit falling is the unity of the 

church so that now everything in Acts becomes prescriptive for 

what a normal church looks like.  

For me, the Both/And intersection is: be cautious with what 

we view as prescriptive since Acts is narrative, and embrace all as 

at least illustrative of a vibrant life. The Spirit maintains unity and 

follows Jesus’ way of evangelizing by accompanying the word 

with works as needed to open up hearts, like Jesus. Here are a few 

observations. First soak in the text yourself, and use this 

afterwards if it’s helpful. 

• 1:4 – The gift the Father promised is probably the outpouring 

and indwelling of the Spirit received on Pentecost (Lk 24:49). 

• 1:6 – Notice how provincial the Jewish disciples are, even now, 

even after Jesus repeatedly exposed their unexamined religious 

traditions (old wineskins, Sabbath controversies, Mark 7:5-13). 

• 1:11 – Jesus tells us clearly that He will come back in the same 

manner He left. Although the statement is crystal clear, the 

implications raise a bee-hive of tough questions. 

• 2:4+6+11 – The gift of tongues the Spirit supernaturally gave at 

Pentecost are known languages, not an unknown language.  

• 2:42-47; 5:12-16; 4:32-35; 6:1-4 – With all the exciting 

Kingdom power oozing out of these chapters, don’t miss these 

brief windows into the life of the Family of God. This is the one 

church Jesus promised to build. For me, these responses are 

trans-cultural. If so, they are also for our churches today. What 

do you think? 

• 3:6 – The crippled man came to the gate daily. Peter must have 

walked by him often on the way to the temple. On this day, Peter 

must have recognized that the Father was healing him, and 

joined Jesuswith the authority he carried. “What I have I give.” 

The healing led to openness for people to know Christ, the major 

purpose of healing both in Acts and in Jesus’ ministry. 
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• 5:1-11 – This event illustrates how jealous God is for the purity 

of His church. It’s easy for our “fleshly” self-life to get caught 

up with the spectacular events and miss God’s priority for 

purity. God is holy and calls us to be holy (1 Peter 1:16). 

• 5:12-16 – Inner holiness and God’s power are closely aligned. 

When we honor God in our responses from inner heart-purity, 

this displays God’s holy Name (5:11). This frees God to add to 

their numbers in powerful and creative ways. 

Jesus modeled a mobile ministry. Acts 2:42-47 paints a 

picture of how God’s people live and reach out from a faith-

community. The universal command (reach the ends of the earth) 

demands the particular response (reach out to our individual 

friends & neighbors). 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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2. Focus Passage: Acts 8:1-31+35-39 
Extended Passage: Acts 6:8-9:31 

 

8:1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 

Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 

Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned 

deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going 

from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and 

put them in prison. 4 Those who had been scattered preached 

the word wherever they went.  

5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the 

Messiah there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the 

signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 

7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many 

who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great 

joy in that city. 

9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery 

in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted 

that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both high and 

low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is 

rightly called the Great Power of God.” 11 They followed him 

because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 

12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good 

news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they 

were baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon himself 

believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, 

astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 

15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy 

Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John 

placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of 

the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, “Give 
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me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 

may receive the Holy Spirit.” 

20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because 

you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21 You 

have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 

right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the 

Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a 

thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of bitterness 

and captive to sin.” 

24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that 

nothing you have said may happen to me.” 25 After they had 

further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about 

Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the 

gospel in many Samaritan villages. 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the 

road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 

eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the 

Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man 

had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was 

sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading 

Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains 

it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him…. 

8:35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and 

told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along 

the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 

38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 

the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him 

again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
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2. Discover Personally:   
Focus Passage: Acts 8:1-31+35-39 
Extended Passage: Acts 6:8-9:31 

The Book of Acts is dynamic, describing the birth of the 

church beginning as a small Jewish group in a remote corner of 

the world. The Kingdom of God expanded through faithful 

witnessing and persecution to embrace the farthest reaches of the 

world, Jew and Gentile alike (Acts 1:8). God’s generous love 

longs for expansion, per God’s Genesis 1:26-28 design. Has this 

inherent outward thrust in the Good News seized our hearts?  

The non-Apostle Stephen was full of God’s grace and power 

and “did great wonders and miraculous signs” that opened up 

people to receive the Good News, the first non-Apostle to do 

miracles. And persecution and death followed. If we actively 

share Jesus, we will create awkward moments, and may even get 

ourselves into hot water. As we move in God-given authority, we 

must develop a healthy, Biblical, positive theology of both power  

and of pain. Since the church did not move out of Jerusalem after 

receiving the Spirit on Pentecost in Acts 2, God also used this 

event to sovereignly scatter them by persecution to follow His 

marching orders (Acts 1:8 with 8:1-4). Keep the outward edge of 

our lives sharp in every arena of our lives today, whether work or 

recreation, whether time with neighbors or at our child’s sports. 

2nd Wave: “Expansion to the ‘Nearly Jews’” (place: 

Samaria). God birthed a whole new race of people at Pentecost 

(Eph. 2:11-22) and intends for the church to remain one Body 

together on mission, although scattered into individual faith-

communities. To protect the Church from dividing into a 

Jewish/Samaritan schism, Peter and John laid hands on them and 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, just as at Pentecost (8:12-17). 

One Church! Each succeeding wave concludes with a summary 

verse of growth as literary markers (6:7, 9:31, 12:24, 16: 5, 19:20, 

and 28:31). This underscores the expected growth for all living 

things. May this impressive story of God among us seize our 

whole lives, so we gladly give King Jesus our wholehearted 

allegiance as we join the Father in what He is doing today. 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What does 8:4 describe the believers doing when God scattered the 

Jerusalem church by persecution? Why do you think they 

responded this way? 

 

 

 

 

“Most importantly for me as a pastor, the people are taking healing 

and other supernatural gifts on to the streets, leading to Christ 

many who otherwise would not be open to the message of the 

gospel”  

(John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

2. Notice how personally God speaks with Philip in 8:26-40. What 

can you draw from the story of Philip, a “normal” believer like you 

and me? 

 

 

 

 

3. Put yourself in Ananias’ sandals in 9:10-19 as God called him to 

go to the just-converted Saul (later Paul). How would you have felt 

and responded? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 2 Wide & Deep: Acts 6:8-9:31 
Second Wave: Judea & Samaria 

The spectacular dimensions of the story of Jesus are so 

impressive, we can easily become mere admirers rather than 

adventurers in Jesus’ crusade to win the world back to His 

Father’s heart. Allow the Spirit through Acts to nudge you toward 

answering: “What are my God-Assignments?” With the people 

around us today, we continue “all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach,” following Jesus’ model in the Gospel of Luke to 

evangelize with a walk that displayed the Father and through a 

Word/works ministry exercising our authority. Now partner with 

the Spirit to cultivate our “garden plot” of people where God 

sovereignly places us.  

Please don’t overlook the scattered statements describing the 

extension of the church in a locality and the expansion of the 

church beyond itself, including at the end of each wave of the 

Spirit. Here is my summary from week one. What did you note 

from this week? 

• 1:41 – “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 

about three thousand were added to their number that day.” 

“Added” strongly implies that Jesus’ church had already been 

established, probably when the Spirit fell earlier in the day. 

• 2:47b – “And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved.” 

• 4:4 – “But many who heard the message believed, and the 

number of men grew to about five thousand.” 

• 5:14 – “The Lord…added to their number.” 

• 5:42 – “They never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good 

news that Jesus is the Christ.” 

• 6:1 – “[In] those days when the number of disciples was 

increasing….” 

• 6:7 – “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples 

Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests 

became obedient to the faith.” 
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Please don’t read the book of Acts and simply notice how the 

Spirit of God expanded Jesus’ church to the nations while 

maintaining unity. God calls each person who knows Jesus to 

active, personal involvement to also partner as “Acts 29” to our 

generation. Notice how Jesus prophetically instructs us about the 

central purpose of the church in His plan. Peter had accurately 

confessed about Jesus: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” Jesus continues. 

“…on this rock [of Peter’s confession] I will build my church 

[i.e. the Family of God], and the gates of hades will not 

overcome it [i.e. the Kingdom of God]. I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven…” (Matthew 16:18-19a, 

emphasis). 

Jesus inaugurated the New Covenant or New Testament, a 

new and living way to permanently access the Father’s presence. 

The “new” thing has already come, Jesus and His church. This 

new one-time move of God makes the old obsolete (Heb. 1:1-3, 

10:21. 8:13;  

2 Corinthians 3:7-11). Through faith in His life and death, 

resurrection and ascension, Jesus radically centers the ongoing 

focus of God’s people to expand this “one new man” (Ephesians 

2:15), the “church.” Jesus builds her upon the solid foundation of 

unity. God’s people display who He is to a lost and longing world. 

Our oneness is the eloquent witness that Jesus is who He says He 

is, sent by the Father. 

“I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 

are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that 

the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given 

them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 

we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought 

to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me 

and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 

17:20-23, emphasis). 

Embrace this restored vision of God’s original intent for His 

image-bearers. This amazing prayer provides a glimpse into how 

God fashioned us as image-bearers in Genesis 1:26-28. Through 
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faith in Christ, He gives us the same glory, the same love as the 

Father and Son as He unites us as one. Jesus is praying that you 

and I would live in a similar kind of relationship that Jesus has 

with His Father. God unites believers with Christ in a new 

relationship as fellow members of His spiritual body in union with 

Christ (“He abides with you and will be in you” at Pentecost, 

John 14:17). This is the revelation of true humanness in the image 

of God described by oneness. Jesus restores God’s original Eden-

intent. As the Father, Son and Spirit are one, so are we one. As the 

Father is in the Son and the Son in the Father, so are we in them 

(John 14:10, 14:20). Has this oneness gripped you yet? 

“…that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in 

me” (John 17:22-23). 

Why do I so strongly emphasize the church, the ‘one, new 

man’? 

This is what the book of Acts is about, expanding His church 

as Jesus modeled in His earthly ministry. Love what God loves. 

God sovereignly birthed the one church at Pentecost, His Bride, 

and expands it to the ends of the earth to display the glory and 

majesty of His Name. In the book of Acts, expansion and oneness 

of the church go hand-in-hand through the active responses of His 

obedient people.  

Let’s take a quick, big-picture survey of this section through 

the lives of three key people, Stephen, Philip and Saul (Paul). 

Stephen’s first known job was to minister daily food to the 

Grecian Jewish widows. Compassionate ministry to the poor in 

the the local church has provoked God’s heart since OT times. 

The twelve apostles knew their priorities, “prayer and the 

ministry of the Word.” So the people chose seven of their peers to 

take care of this need so grumbling between Greek and Aramaic-

speaking Christians would cease. Stephen fulfilled the 

requirements: full of both the Spirit, wisdom and faith. 

In addition to fulfilling his ministry of compassion in the 

church, Stephen also preached the Good News accompanied by 

great wonders and miraculous signs. He is the first non-apostle to 

perform signs and wonders in Acts. As with Jesus and Peter, this 

got him into hot water with Jews. They argued with Stephen, but 
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could not stand against His God-given wisdom and power (6:8). 

As hyper-religious people often do when thwarted, the Jews 

slandered him and stirred up the people. 

Stephen did not back down, but met them were they were. He 

preached a powerful message to this Jewish audience from the 

history of Israel. Notice how often he points directly to God’s 

work, attributing everything to the Living God who speaks and 

acts, fulfills promises and raises up His people at just the right 

moment. “As the Living God was involved in the OT, now Jesus is 

involved with the church, standing at the right hand of His 

Father.” As Stephen was dying from the stoning, he prayed for 

them like Jesus did for His persecutors on the cross. 

His peers also elected Philip to help the widows because he 

had the same qualifications as Stephen. As a note, verbally 

sharing the Good News in some way always follows the phrase 

“filled with the Spirit” in Acts (2:4, 4:8, 4:31, 9:17, 13:9, 13:52). 

The church at Jerusalem had not yet grasped their call to expand 

beyond Jerusalem. So a great persecution broke out against them, 

scattering all except the apostles. God uses evil for good in our 

lives. As God’s servants scattered, they had been trained to know 

what to do. “Those who had been scattered preached the word 

wherever they went.” Please read that sentence again. It’s a bright 

light shining on this question: “How does my life align with these 

early brothers and sisters in Christ?” Keep a sharp “outward 

edge” on every aspect of our lives. 

Philip went to Samaria, fulfilling the second phase of Acts 1:8 

as he continued “all that Jesus began to do and to teach.” As 

Jesus did before him, Philip brought a Christlike walk (see 6:3-5) 

along with proclaiming Christ accompanied by miraculous signs 

that arrested attention (word/works). He baptized in water those 

who placed their faith in Christ as an important beginning step in 

growing as a disciple. Yet Peter and John also came from 

Jerusalem to validate that these Samaritans, even though fervently 

despised by Jews, were also part of the one church. What a 

fulfillment of what Paul later wrote. 

[Jesus] has made the two one and has destroyed…the 

dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law 

with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was 
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to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus 

making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of 

them to God through the cross” (Ephesians 2:14-16, 

emphasis). 

9:1-31 records the conversion of Saul (later changed to Paul), 

the apostle to the Gentiles. The risen Lord Jesus met Saul on the 

road to Damascus as he was on his way to destroy the church. 

Ananias, a faithful disciple, responded in obedience to the 

message the Lord gave him for Paul .“This man is My chosen 

instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and…I will show 

him how much he must suffer for my name.” Every call comes 

both with suffering and with the Spirit’s filling (9:16-17). Both 

with the dramatic and with the routine. The Spirit is often 

compared to water. Whether we are in a downpour or a drizzle, if 

we stay in the elements long enough, we will be drenched. Don’t 

devalue the routine. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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3. Focus Passage: Acts 10:1-48+11:15-18 
Extended Passage: Acts 9:32-12:24 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

10:1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion 

in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his 

family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to 

those in need and prayed to God regularly…. 

 

10:23b The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the 

believers from Joppa went along. 24 The following day he 

arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had 

called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter 

entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in 

reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I 

am only a man myself.” 

27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large 

gathering of people. 28 He said to them: “You are well aware 

that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a 

Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone 

impure or unclean [see 10:9-23]. 29 So when I was sent for, I 

came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for 

me?” 

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house 

praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in 

shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God 

has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 

Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in 

the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I 

sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now 

we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the 

Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that 

God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation 

the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the 

message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You 
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know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 

were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the 

Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a 

cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and 

caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but 

by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 

came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For 

they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their 

being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them 

for a few days…. 

 

11:15 to (the Jerusalem church) “As I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 

Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if 

God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 

way?” 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and 

praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted 

repentance that leads to life.” 
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3. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Acts 10:1-2+23-48+11:15-18 

Extended Passage: Acts 9:32-12:24 

“As the spectacular dimensions of this story slowly (or 

suddenly) dawn upon us, we could easily become enthusiastic 

spectators, and then let it go at that—becoming admirers of Jesus, 

generous with our oh’s and ah’s, and in our better moments 

inspired to imitate him.” (The Message).  

God has a better way! 

Notice the prominence of the Holy Spirit in this section, just 

as He empowered the life of Jesus, especially in chapters 10 and 

11 with the first Gentile convert. God gives us spiritual gifts on 

the spot as signposts for the Spirit to use situationally, pointing us 

back to the Source, God Himself. Jesus describes our call like this: 

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21). 

What did Jesus do and say? How did Jesus approach life? Acts 

reflect this same life.  

Jesus said it was the Father living in Him who did the works, 

like with us (John 14:10; Acts 10:36-38). Jesus also startled His 

disciples when He said: “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith 

in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater 

things than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12). 

Do you have faith in Christ? Then Jesus’ authority is also yours, 

availability of any of the gifts for specific situations. Do you know 

God’s authority you carry? 

3rd Wave: “Expansion to Gentile People” (Place: Syria). The 

church first opened its arms to Gentiles. Lydda, Sharon, Joppa, 

Caesarea, and Antioch were all outside of Israel. The unity of the 

Church is on God’s heart (John 17:20-23; Eph. 4:4-6). Notice how 

God intervened to prevent a Jew/Gentile schism in the Church. 

The Spirit interrupted Peter and fell on Gentiles just like at the 

birth of the church on Pentecost. The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem 

had no choice but to lay down their anti-Gentile prejudice and 

embrace the church as one (11:15-18).  
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What does 10:36-38 describe about the message and model of how 

Jesus ministered while on earth, what Jesus also calls each of us to 

today? 

 

 

 

 

“There are at least ten kinds of sign phenomena in the book of 

Acts that produced evangelistic growth in the Church. In nine 

instances they are specifically called ‘signs and wonders’ (John 

Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

2. The dispersed believers from Acts 8:4 founded the first Gentile 

church in Antioch in 11:19-21. How does this release faith in you 

that our Team-of-Three is also the crucial factor in our personal 

and church lives? 

 

 

 

 

3. Using your sanctified imagination, how do you think those 

“scattered servants” connected with the lost to actively share the 

Good News (11:19-21)?  

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 3 Wide & Deep: 9:32-12:24 
Third Wave: Expand to Nearby Gentiles, Syria  

Since the turn of the 20th century, the Book of Acts is one of 

the most controversial books in Scripture. We err by teaching 

more than Scripture teaches or by teaching less than the Bible. I 

call both of these “part-for-the-whole” 

thinking, lifting up one accurate portion 

as if it’s the whole. Either part by itself 

diverts us from the powerful river of 

God’s life into the arid “desert” on either 

side of Reality (see diagram). The desert 

is the either/or approach of part-for-the-

whole thinking while the river is the Both/And/And of God’s 

Radical Middle.  

Besides the clear essentials of the Christian life, most of our 

other responses are a complex blend of what seems to be a 

paradox to the either/or mindset. A paradox is two or more facts 

that seem to be irreconcilable, but are not in God’s mind. What 

else should we expect as an Uncreated, Infinite God relates with 

created beings? 

For those of us who have been Christians for a time, part-for-

the-whole thinking can become particularly damaging to healthy 

growth. We become familiar hearing sermons and perhaps reading 

ourselves. After a while, we come to a passage and our mind 

defaults to the old teaching in our memory bank and filters out 

fresh light from Scripture …completely unaware we are seeing 

only in part. Perhaps as an example, how strongly do you believe 

the book of Acts emphasizes water baptism in this selective, 

seminal book? Here is a list of verses. 

• 2:38-41 – Pentecost (2:38-41) and Samaria (8:12-16). 

• 8:36-38 – The Ethiopian (8:36-38) and Saul/Paul (9:18). 

• 10:47-48 – Cornelius (10:47-48) and Lydia (16:15) and their 

households. 

• 16:33 – The jailor and his household (16:33); 12 in Ephesus 

(19:5). 
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When the lost were converted to Christ, they were quickly 

baptized in water to “make disciples,” not just converts, the Jesus 

model. The book of Acts is highly selective over its thirty year 

history. Although much of Acts is spectacular, don’t get addicted 

to the eye-catching since there was also much Spirit-guided 

routine.  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you” (Matthew 28:18-20, emphasis). 

Most of us, some days, feel left out. Water baptism is a 

visceral demonstration that those who believe are now included in 

the one church, not just a Jewish, Samaritan or Gentile church. 

Notice how up-in-arms the Jews at Jerusalem were over the 

inclusion of the Gentile Cornelius, until Peter explained that 

Cornelius experienced what the Jews had at Pentecost. Acts takes 

up where Luke’s Gospel concluded. God is for those whom 

society treats as “outsiders.” The Spirit of God will have no 

discrimination or prejudice in His church!  

Another part-for-the-whole example is the purpose for this 

book. Is Acts transitional, a historical account only for that day? 

Or descriptive of how we do church today? Yes, Both/And. Either 

approach alone without its harmonizing opposite is a dry “desert” 

denying the other, missing God’s powerful river of blessing.  

• Transitional: The Spirit of God diligently brings unity and 

oneness. He will not let the church splinter. The Spirit fell on the 

waiting Jewish disciples of Jesus at Pentecost to birth the 

church. The Spirit fell on the Samaritan believers as Peter and 

John came up as representatives of the Jerusalem church, 

validating that the half-breed Samaritans (the Jewish view) were 

also part of the one church. The Spirit fell on the Gentiles in 

Cornelius’s house, people the Jews felt were worse than the wild 

dogs running the streets. The Spirit fell on Gentiles in Ephesus 

(19:5-6) Yes, transitional and… 

• Descriptive (yet not Prescriptive): What the believers in Acts 

did simply reflected the flexible approach of how Jesus discipled 

while on earth. He walked closely with His Father and 
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evangelized through a word/works model. The sign gifts were 

primarily for outside the church to arrest attention and open 

hearts so outsiders would embrace the Father’s heart. 

Embracing both of the above simultaneously, without denying 

either, moves us from the “desert” to plunge into the river. As 

worshippers, God designed us to become more like whatever we 

focus on. Partial truth deceives us like Satan with Eve in Genesis 

3. Even when we have the best of intentions, we can be deceived. 

The Book of Acts woos us in to transform our minds as we open 

ourselves up to the possibility of seeing Scripture differently, 

putting it into practice, reflecting, and changing our theology and 

practice when necessary.  

Last week we experienced the shift from an all Jewish church 

in Jerusalem to a church that finally embraced the Samaritans (and 

Judeans). This week Acts shifts to the Gentiles who are near the 

Jewish land. Peter shared the Good News in Lydda, Sharon and 

Joppa, and His scattered servants (8:4) evangelized in Antioch, all 

cities outside geographical Israel. Again, like His Master before 

him, Peter heals in Lydda and raises Tabitha from the dead in 

Joppa, and many people believe (9:32-43). 

The key story this week is the salvation of the Gentile 

Cornelius and his household. I want to merely highlight a few 

passages that underscore the central message in Acts: “the 

expansion of the one church as it continues what and how Jesus 

began to do and to teach.” Peter and his 1st century cronies live 

all-in for Jesus. They do all they can to prepare their hearts to 

embrace revival (like at Pentecost, Samaria with Philip, here with 

Peter). Nothing they do, however, brings revival since it’s God’s 

sovereign outpouring. 

• God’s supernatural handiwork is all over this passage to break 

through to include the Gentiles in His one church (10:1-11:18).  

• An angel prepared Cornelius to bring Peter back (10:3-8). 

• While on earth, Jesus began to break off His disciples the ball-

&-chain of prejudices from their hyper-religious legalism (old 

wineskin, etc.; Mark 2:18-3:6; Mk 7:5-13). Now He ramps it up 

personally with Peter. As the servants arrive, God gives Peter a 

threefold vision that uncleanness was a temporary, OT 
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provision, and not God’s plan for His one church (10:9-16). 

Prejudice and discrimination foment division. 

• Give Peter kudos! He did not blow off the vision as a physical 

response to his hunger. The Spirit came and commanded Peter to 

go with the Gentiles who were knocking at the door. Peter knew 

that he would immediately become ceremonially “impure” 

according to Jews by entering a Gentile home. The next day 

Peter went with them to Cornelius (10:17-29). 

• “While Peter was still speaking” about peace through Jesus, the 

Spirit interrupted Peter and “the Holy Spirit came on all who 

heard the message.” The Jewish believers were “astonished” 

that the same gift was poured out “even on the Gentiles” as on 

the Jews on Pentecost. So Peter baptized the Gentile Cornelius 

and his household in water (10:30-48). 

• Notice also 10:36-38 amplifying the content of Jesus’ message, 

and underscoring how Jesus ministered on earth as a man, 

completely dependent on the Spirit and on His Father, like us. 

• The Jewish believers in Jerusalem sharply criticized Peter. Peter 

simply explained what God had sovereignly done, and the Spirit 

averted another potential breach. The one church maintained 

unity as they recognized that “God has even granted the 

Gentiles repentance unto life” (11:1-18). 

• The expansion of the one church continues to flourish in unity as 

it continues all that “Jesus began to do and to teach.” 

Did the “Herod story” seem a bit out of place to you, as it 

does to me? When I feel a passage does not fit, I stop and ask 

“Why?” it’s there. Think about your answer before reading on to 

my best thoughts.  

Our Team-of-Three is after one thing from us…just one. Our 

entire life! So God dealt harshly with such pride and arrogance, 

like Herod accepting the praise belonging to God alone (12:22), 

Simon asking for power to further his reputation (8:19), and 

Ananias and Sapphira pretending to be more generous than they 

were (5:1-5). None of these are prescriptive of how God always 

works, but are examples of how crucial for God to lay the 

foundation of the one church on authenticity and all-in, 

wholehearted allegiance to God. The universal (“I’m all-in with 
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You, Lord”) must extend into the particular (into ever arena of 

my life and to people around me). 

I still get a chuckle out of the concluding verses from last 

week. The brothers sent Saul/Paul to his hometown of Tarsus in 

Asia Minor and then the churches “enjoyed a time of peace” and 

grew in numbers (9:30-31). The fire-burner Saul/Paul spent 

significant time in Tarsus reflecting and maturing, yet probably 

still ministering (my best guess).  

Some of those scattered servants in Acts 8:4 ended up in the 

Gentile city of Antioch. The church at Jerusalem now understood 

the Spirit’s passion for unity in the one church, and sent Barnabas 

to evaluate. He saw evidence of God’s grace, and knew the 

leadership infrastructure needed to expand to support growth. 

Barnabas, the encourager, went to Tarsus and brought back 

Saul/Paul to the Antioch church to add to the leadership team. 

Spoiler! The book of Acts is about to take a major turn from Peter 

to Paul, but not until next week. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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4. Focus Passage: Acts 13:1-14:28 (Select) 
Extended Passage: Acts 12:25-16:5 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

13:1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and 

teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 

Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and 

Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted 

and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them 

off…. 

 

13:44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear 

the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they 

were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul 

was saying and heaped abuse on him. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to 

speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do 

not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to 

the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 

salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the 

word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life 

believed. 49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole 

region.  

50 But the Jewish leaders incited the God-fearing women of high 

standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up 

persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from 

their region. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet as a 

warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples 

were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
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14:1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish 

synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number 

of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who refused to 

believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds 

against the brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable 

time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the 

message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and 

wonders. 4 The people of the city were divided; some sided 

with the Jews, others with the apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot 

among both Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to 

mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they found out about it and 

fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the 

surrounding country, 7 where they continued to preach the 

gospel…. 
 

14:20b The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 21 They 

preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of 

disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 

22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain 

true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter 

the kingdom of God,” they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas 

appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and 

fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their 

trust. 24 After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 

25 and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went 

down to Attalia. 

26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been 

committed to the grace of God for the work they had now 

completed. 27 On arriving there, they gathered the church 

together and reported all that God had done through them and 

how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they 

stayed there a long time with the disciples. 
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4. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Acts 13:1-14:28 (Select) 

Extended Passage: Acts 12:25-16:5 

Luke won’t let the story of Jesus end with Jesus. He 

demonstrates that Jesus’ same remarkable “walk and word/ 

works” mission continues essentially unchanged (Acts 1:1). As the 

unnamed disciples (people like us) were scattered, they shared the 

Good News of the Kingdom in word and works of any gift the 

Spirit needed at the time, whether compassion or verbal or power. 

The church expanded from Jerusalem, planted a Gentile church in 

Antioch, then ultimately mobilized to the world.  

This First Missionary Journey launched from Antioch (13:1-3) 

was unplanned by man but well thought out by God (Acts 1:8). 

It’s Luke’s task in Acts to prevent us from becoming mere 

spectators. And the expansion of the church reminds us to open 

our lives to the unexpected actions of the Holy Spirit. Watch for 

divine encounters. What if we simply enjoy our identity in Christ, 

awesome privileges and God-given authority in Christ, but are 

blinded to the joy and responsibility of continuing the remarkable 

mission of Jesus today? We miss out on partnering with the most 

awesome Being in the universe. If you miss everything else, don’t 

miss that Jesus has called every believer to continue His ongoing, 

global ministry to his or her own generation in essentially the 

same way that Jesus Himself ministered and modeled (Acts 1:8, 

10:38, John 20:21).  

4th Wave: “Expansion Westward to Gentile Lands” (place: 

Asia Minor). Paul launches His 1st and 2nd Missionary Journey. 

Sandwiched between is the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-35), 

demonstrating again God’s passion for His one Church united in 

mission, not splitting into separate Jew/Gentile churches. The one 

church does not mean no “sharp disagreement” occur between 

godly men, like the forty-five-year-old Saul with his mentor (Acts 

15:39). Acts is a small representative selection from thirty years 

of church history. Remember that much of their lives, like ours, is 

faithfulness during the routine of life or during times of pain and 

suffering. The Spirit is also sufficient for the routine. 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. Paul preached to Jews in Pysidian Antioch, beginning where his 

audience was with the OT Scripture (13:14-25). What was central 

to Paul’s message as he brought it home (13:30, 32-34, 37-39)? 

 

 

 

2. In 14:8-10, Paul did what any believer may do because of our 

God-given authority flowing from relationship. How did those in 

Lystra misunderstand the work of God, since the world does not 

see like us (14:11-13)? 

 

 

 

3. Acts 15:12 gives us an interesting window into how Paul and 

Barnabas evangelized when they reported back to the counsel. 

What similarity do you see between Jesus’ ministry and how Paul 

and Barnabas ministered? 

 

 

 

“Demonstrating the gospel through the gifts of the Spirit supports 

our message, frequently making long arguments unnecessary, so 

non-believers know God’s love and power. So by providing both 

information and power demonstration, we can effectively move 

people [toward Christ]” (John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 4 Read-Along: Acts 12:25-16:5 
Fourth Wave: Gentiles: Expansion to Asia Minor 

Luke won’t let the story of Jesus end with Jesus. He 

demonstrates that Jesus’ same remarkable “walk & word/works” 

ministry continues essentially unchanged (Acts 1:1). 13:1-3 marks 

a major departure in Luke’s story. Up to this point, missionary 

activity had been spontaneous from the viewpoint of God’s 

people. Now the Holy Spirit initiates an extensive, intentional 

evangelistic journey into Gentile lands. The Spirit expands the 

church with both well thought out intentionality and adaptable 

spontaneity like any well-trained army.  

This week, increase your awareness of what the Father is 

doing. 

Three events dominate this fourth wave of the Spirit to build 

His church: Paul’s First Missionary Journey into the Gentile 

world (12:25-28), the Jerusalem Council to avert a breach of unity 

(Acts 15:1-35), and launching the initial stage of Paul’s Second 

Missionary Journey to strengthen and expand the church (15:36-

16:5).  

Paul’s First Missionary Journey (13:1-14:28): As 

background, Barnabas travelled to Tarsus to recruit Saul/Paul to 

enlarge the leadership infrastructure in Antioch to a team of five. 

Jesus also modeled, this personal, life-on-life discipling as a 

necessary ingredient for flourishing faith-communities. After 

Barnabas and Saul/Paul returned to Antioch from delivering the 

Gentile love-offering to the Jerusalem church, the collaborative 

leadership team of five were praying and fasting. The Holy Spirit 

intentionally launched Barnabas and Saul/Paul to go to the nations 

on the First Missionary Journey. 

• Cyprus (13:4-12): After travelling through the island of Cyprus, 

in the city of Pathos the proconsul wanted to hear more of the 

message firsthand. The sorcerer saw his boss’s openness and 

tried to interfere. Saul/Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, exposed 

his heart, pronounced temporary blindness, and the proconsul 

believed the teaching about the Lord. Saul/Paul first taught, 

then performed a wonder and the proconsul believed. 
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• Notice Saul’s name change to Paul (13:13). The Spirit sent the 

team out with Barnabas as the leader (named first, 13:2). When 

Barney saw God’s favor on Paul, he willingly laid down his 

leadership position to support this young leader, what a model of 

a leader. 

• Pisidian Antioch (13:13-43): The team attended the normal 

services in the Jewish synagogue and waited to be invited to 

speak. Paul began His message where he could connect Jesus 

best with his audience, by connecting Jesus to God’s initiating 

care in Jewish Scripture like Stephen did (13:23+27). Three 

times Paul focuses on Jesus’ resurrection as the source of 

forgiveness for our sins. The team did not push for a decision, 

but chose informal conversation afterwards. Stay flexible and 

adaptable because neither Jesus nor the book of Acts gives one 

model. It’s not our job to “close the deal” like a salesman. Paul 

shared the word without a miracle or any converts. 

• Next Sabbath at Pisidian Antioch (13:44-52): Paul’s message 

stirred the city, and also stirred up opposition from the jealous 

Jews. Almost the entire city gathered to hear the word of the 

Lord. When the Gentiles heard the message, they were glad, 

honored the word, and many believed, as the “disciples were 

filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” The Jews then incited 

opposition, and expelled the team from the city. “The word of 

the Lord spread through the whole region,” yet no miracle. 

• Iconium (14:1-7): As usual in Iconium, Paul and Barnabas went 

into the Jewish synagogue. “They spoke so effectively that a 

great number of Jews and Gentiles believed.” Even though the 

Jews poisoned the minds of the unbelievers, Paul and Barnabas 

spent considerable time speaking boldly for the Lord, “who 

confirmed the message [with] miraculous signs and wonders.” 

The opposition plotted to stone them, so they fled to the 

Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe.  

• Lystra (14:8-20A): In Lystra, Paul spoke the word, then saw a 

man crippled from birth and healed him. The city became 

fixated on the miracle, thinking they were gods, since the city 

had not yet heard the message of Jesus. Paul and Barnabas 

turned this misunderstanding into an opportunity to passionately 

and humbly teach. They began where their audience was by 
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illustrating with God’s work in natural creation, but never got to 

Jesus. The Jews stoned Paul, believing he was dead. The 

disciples gathered around him and Paul got up. He then went 

back into the city. Disciples were made (14:21-22) and Paul 

performed a miracle. 

• Derbe (14:20B-21A): The day after Paul’s stoning in Lystra, the 

team went on to Derbe to “preach the good news” and “won a 

large number of disciples” without any miracles. 

• Strengthening the Churches (14:21B-28): Paul and Barnabas 

continued all that Jesus did and taught. Their aim was to “make 

disciples,” not just converts. Paul and the team circled back to 

Lystra, Iconium and Pisidian Antioch, “strengthening and 

encouraging them to remain true to the faith.” An important 

aspect of the early church’s message is how God uses suffering 

for our good to strengthen His disciples as we lean into Him 

(14:22). They appointed elders in each church (a new convert 

becomes part of the one church). As they returned to their 

sending church, Antioch, they continued to preach to the lost 

and to encourage the saved. 

Jerusalem Council (15:1-35): Paul and Barnabas returned to 

their sending church, Antioch, to report all God did on their First 

Missionary Journey. Paul probably wrote the book of Galatians 

during this time. While at Antioch, men came from Judea, 

spreading a message of legalism, rather than freedom in Christ. 

Jesus had already dealt strongly with the Pharisees and their 

hyper-religious legalism while He ministered on earth (Mark 7:5-

13). However, they were still at it (Acts 15:5). The church at 

Antioch appointed Paul and Barnabas as envoys to the Jerusalem 

church to openly discuss the prejudice and legalism that 

threatened to split the one church. What a model of wise, 

collaborative leadership. The unity of the church was at stake 

(15:8-9). Gentiles were free in Christ, and also free to defer to 

their Jewish brothers so not to cause them to stumble (Romans 

14). 

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (15:36-16:5): Paul and 

Barnabas prepared together to strengthen the newly planted 

churches and expand the one church birthed on Pentecost. John 

Mark was the spark for “a sharp disagreement.” He bailed on the 
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team on the First Missionary Journey (13:13). Barney stood his 

ground when his younger friend, Paul, responded with a narrow 

mindset.  

The younger Paul took a part-for-the-whole approach (a 

legitimate part lifted up as if it were the whole). As a young 

spiritual “Warrior-King,” Paul saw only his mission call to the 

Gentiles, the partial. Paul’s refusal to work with John Mark 

dishonored him as a ministry partner. “The mission is too crucial. 

I must have faithful, loyal team members who meet my standards. 

Mark must not come!”  

Paul’s focus on his ministry call got crossways in his skull. 

He closed his mind to a contrary view, refusing counsel from a 

wise spiritual father. Even when a call is direct from Jesus (9:15), 

if our vision is no broader than our ministry call, what we call 

unswerving perseverance may be obstinacy. What we call faith 

may have a heavy dose of arrogance. God began to strip off Paul’s 

blinders and teach him how much he needs others, even while 

blessing his ministry call. 

Barnabas, the older sage (spiritual “father”) approached all of 

ministry more like this. “Both the mission and the man are so 

crucial that we must also patiently develop maturity in future 

influencers. Mark must come!” Barnabas, “the son of 

encouragement,” would not quit on the potential he saw in John 

Mark, even with his failure at Perga (13:13). Barney risked wider 

ministry influence and rapport with Paul to bring John Mark 

alongside. He practiced the same restorative ministry with Mark 

as he had previously with Paul.  

Give Paul kudos. He later matured as a leader with a wider 

Both/And vision of both the man and the ministry. Paul asked his 

friends to bring Mark when he was jailed, “because he is helpful 

to me” (2 Tim. 4:11b; Col. 4:10). Now wherever Paul went, a 

team came with him, training them life-on-life (I count over thirty 

different companions). Without Barney, Mark may have slipped 

through the cracks. I wonder if these qualities would no longer be 

“rare” if we raised up more spiritual “fathers” in our churches 

like Barnabas. 

“Barnabas had that rare and powerful quality of believing in 

people and seeing their potential” (Bob Logan). 
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Personal evangelism at some level is a necessary part of our 

faithful spiritual life and growth. How do we begin to actively 

share? Begin with growing personal awareness of what the Father 

is doing, then explore any perceived open doors. In Cyprus (13:6-

12), they became aware that the Father was working in the 

proconsul, giving him interest to hear the message of Jesus. By 

exploring, they noticed and then entered the door through the 

sorcerer’s opposition. After Paul blinded the sorcerer, “the 

proconsul…believed.” In Pisidian Antioch, the team explored 

through conversation, urging to seize this grace-laced moment 

(13:43). In Lystra, Paul healed the crippled man, and entered the 

God-given moment of confusion that followed by preaching the 

Good News. They were faithful, yet no converts.  

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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5. Text: Focus: Acts 16:6-10 +19:1-20 
Extended Passage: Acts 16:6-19:20 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

16:6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of 

Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from 

preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came 

to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the 

Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by 

Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a 

vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen 

the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 

concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 

them…. 

 

 

 

19:1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the 

interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 

and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that 

there is a Holy Spirit.” 

3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John’s 

baptism,” they replied. 

4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told 

the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in 

Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy 

Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 

7 There were about twelve men in all. 
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8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three 

months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But 

some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and 

publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the 

disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall 

of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews 

and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of 

the Lord. 

11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even 

handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to 

the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left 

them. 

13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to 

invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-

possessed. They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom 

Paul preaches, I command you to come out.” 14 Seven sons of 

Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the 

evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know 

about, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who had the evil 

spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them 

such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and 

bleeding. 

17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in 

Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the 

Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of those who 

believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 

19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls 

together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the 

value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 

20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in 

power. 
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5. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Acts 16:6-10+19:1-20 
Extended Passage: Acts 16:6-19:20 

The relational Triune God, our “Team-of-Three” (Father, 

Son, and Spirit), is the crucial factor in the Book of Acts, just as 

He is in our lives. Many call this book “The Acts of the Holy 

Spirit” since everything believers do that is spiritual is 

empowered by the Spirit, even the routine. At every key juncture, 

in every key person, the Triune God plays the absolutely leading 

role as He initiates to maintain the unity of His people in 

expansion. According to Luke, all of this forward movement did 

not happen by man’s design. It happened because God willed it 

and partnered with available men and women who paid forward 

what they had received. What have we received to pay forward? 

In and through us today, God is still writing His Big-Story 

through our smaller stories as “Acts 29” to our generation through 

the wisdom and power of the Spirit. How are you partnering to 

expand the reaches of the Kingdom of God into your daily lives, of 

work and school, family and recreation, so the Family of God 

expands to all people groups?  

5th Wave: “Further Expansion Westward into the Gentile 

World” (place: Europe) Through Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey 

(15:36-18:22) and start of the 3rd (18:23-21:6) God expands His 

church. 16:6-10 marks a major turning point in Paul’s ministry, as 

the Spirit turns Paul towards Europe, now spends more time at 

each new church, and they pick up Luke at Troas (“we,” 16:10). 

Yet our Team-of-Three maintains unity, once again connecting 

the disciples in the Gentile city of Ephesus back to the birth of the 

church among Jews in Jerusalem on Pentecost. “The Holy Spirit 

came on them” (19:6). This last “marker” of growth concludes 

this section: “In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and 

grew in power.” From the day the Spirit was poured out to birth 

the church on Pentecost in Acts 2, God’s plan for us has always 

been to expand and grow as one Church in mission, “making 

disciples of all nations.” That’s God’s heart, the fulfillment of 

Genesis 1 and 2. 
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What part are you playing in this great, epic adventure? 

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What were some of the ways that the Spirit of God spoke to Paul 

to lead him into Europe for the first time (16:6-10)? How does God 

communicate His heart today? 

 

 

 

 

2. How did a sovereign work of God (16:25-26) prepare the jailor to 

believe in Jesus Christ with his entire family (16:29-34)? 

 

 

 

“The goal of evangelism is not only the creation of individual 

disciples of Jesus; it also includes building bodies of people, the 

body of Christ. We have been created by God for fellowship. [So] 

we should not be surprised that God frequently brings clusters of 

people to his kingdom all at one time” (John Wimber, “Power 

Evangelism”). 

3. How would you describe the customary content and style of Paul’s 

preaching (17:24 + 7b)? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 5 Wide & Deep: 16:6-19:20 
Fifth Wave: Gentiles: Expand Westward, Europe 

Jesus nurtured an awareness of what His Father was doing and 

raised up His original disciples in the Family of God with a 

similar awareness. Immediately after the sharp disagreement with 

Barney, the Spirit twice changed Paul’s ministry direction and 

focus to sail to Macedonia (16:6-10, Europe). The worldwide 

Gospel now broke out of the geographical cocoon of the Middle 

East because God intends the Good News to be preached “to the 

ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

In Europe, the Spirit broadens Paul’s ministry focus from 

short stays in a town, often mere days, to a longer time to build in 

depth in the local expressions of the Family of God. In Philippi, 

long enough to plant a church that became his favorite (see also 

the book of Philippians). In Thessalonica, 3-4 weeks. In Corinth, 

eighteen months. On His Third Missionary Journey, Paul 

strengthened the European churches, and settled for thirty-six 

months in Ephesus. 

This depth of unity in the local expression of the church 

prepared people and the culture around to expand the church. 

Jesus builds His church and the gates of hell cannot withstand 

warriors raised in such a spiritual environment (Matthew 16:18). 

Jesus recognized in His prayer the powerful force that unity in a 

community church is for evangelism (John 17:20-23).  

In addition to how converts grow to disciples in a church, I 

also want to glean a very practical approach to intentionally and 

actively share our faith from this extended passage in Acts. 

Personal evangelism at some level is a necessary part of our 

faithful spiritual life and growth. How do we begin to actively 

share? I have drawn these five integrated responses from Acts. 

1. AWARE of the Father’s work: Awareness, inward and 

outward, is a basic and necessary trait for every area of our lives. 

Let’s focus now on our outwardly oriented awareness towards 

others. What is the Father doing in those we bump into on our 

way to doing life, whether work or play, shopping or relaxing at 

coffee? Walk through life with heightened awareness that we 
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stand next to eternal beings, not a barista or barber, a shop keeper 

or executive. 

How do we do this? 

Notice people. Their face, is it weary or cheery? Their body 

language, slumped like under a burdensome weight or lively? 

Listen to their words and voice modulation. Ask the Spirit to show 

you who He is working in at this moment. Jesus cultivated the 

“interruptions” in His life as God-Assignments. “Open my eyes to 

see, Lord.” 

Each one of us can do this every day…increase our 

awareness. 

2. EXPLORE for open doors: When we become aware of a 

person or circumstance, we explore with “L-shaped” listening, 

vertically toward God and horizontally toward the person. We 

engage God to hear His heart for this person. We explore with the 

person to find that “echo of a voice” from the past. Each person is 

an image-bearer, although God’s image in those separated from 

Him has been shattered. However, an echo remains, reminding 

them deep within Whose they are. Listen for these “echoes.” We 

then simply join to explore in what the Father is already doing. In 

Athens, Paul explored as he explained who the “unknown God” 

is, Jesus Christ raised from the dead (17:23-+31). We don’t make 

it happen. God does not bless our agenda. He draws us near to 

hear His heartbeat for this person.  

Paul went to the river in Philippi to find a quiet place to pray. 

He met women there, including Lydia, and engaged them in 

conversation. The word “speak” means to converse, even explore 

with “small talk.” Paul connected to get to know them as people 

(16:13). We actively look for the open doors we prayed for with 

“L-shaped” listening, laterally to the person and vertically for 

what God says. Then gently steer conversations when appropriate. 

Personally, I like to pave the way with F.I.R.E. questions to 

connect with their family, interests, and religious background, to 

hopefully explore the Gospel with them.  

God is always able to do a miraculous sign, and will whenever 

needed. God is a great King for whom nothing is impossible. God 

is also a good Father who gives His children space to participate 

without micromanaging them. He trains us, which allows us to 
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wrestle with responses to learn deeply, even when we “fail.” 

Training is a blend of “drawing out” what is already in them and 

“putting in” or directively teaching what they don’t yet know so 

they can put it into practice. As image-bearers, we have such 

amazing, yet-untapped capacity to see and respond like God. 

Don’t expect God to always do a miracle. 

On his Second Missionary Journey, Paul first traveled from 

church to church, strengthening the churches like on the First 

Journey, and delivering the edict from the counsel. He set his 

course for this journey naturally. This was just as Spirit-led as the 

next sequence where Paul was directed two times by the Spirit 

(16:6-7).  

Explore confidently with God’s fascinating blend of the 

natural and the supernatural guiding a believer who is all-in with 

wholehearted allegiance to the Lord. Neither is more spiritual. 

The Lord never rebuked the false steps the team took. Like Jesus 

before him, Paul knew what he was “for” and consistently lived 

out his call. He followed his best inner reasonings, and also 

expected the Spirit to intervene whenever necessary. Both/And. 

“My Father always works.” 

What if no direct words come? No matter.  

Explore the ground where God has already prepared hearts to 

find that point where they are open for Jesus to shine in, the Light 

of the world. Most sin is an illegitimate way of meeting these 

legitimate God-given needs, which are “echoes” from the past. 

For Nicodemus, for purpose. For the Samaritan woman at the 

well, belonging, for the cripple man at the pool, affirmation.  

“My Father is working always at his work to this very day, 

and I, too, am working. [The] Son can do only what he sees 

his Father doing” (Jesus in John 5:17+19).  

This means any son…Jesus, you, me. Do you know Jesus 

personally? Then this is Reality for you as a child of God. The 

Father always works and we join with Him, with awareness of 

Spirit-nudges. 

3. ENTER the Moment: When we sense a God-moment 

pregnant with life, ask for permission to enter with them (and 

believe them, whether yes or no). “What you said is interesting. 
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Would you mind if I shared a related experience for a few 

moments?” If they say yes, give our 3-minute “My Story” 

testimony or the specific word we believe God may have given. 

As we share our faith, we grow spiritually. 

[Be] active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full 

understanding of every good thing we have in Christ 

(Philemon 6). 

Enter with the person as a friend and companion, and not as 

an antagonist. We don’t force the action, yet we also seize the 

moment with “one foot raised” prepared for action. Always 

respect the dignity of God’s image-bearer…even if that image is 

still shattered from the Fall in Genesis 3. We may become aware 

of the pregnant God-moment because of the natural interplay of 

our conversation or from a gentle Spirit nudge or a specific 

prophetic word or an answer to our prayers (Col. 4:2-4). Acts does 

not give us a one-size-fits all model. 

Actively and intentionally pray for God-given opportunities 

and stay alert to see doors God opens. Then boldly step into the 

moment with them, even if with a bit of fear and knee knocking. 

Don’t allow fear though to cause you to linger outside when God 

provides a “ripe” opportunity to enter. Perhaps we may enter the 

moment by urging them or by asking a gentle question. Don’ limit 

God’s creativity. No single way is modeled in either Acts or in 

Jesus’ ministry. 

4. INVITE into the Family: What now after you enter a 

pregnant God-moment with them? Scripture gives us no formula 

or particular prayer to pray. God is sovereign. In every case, Jesus 

is the answer to every need, and we are not ashamed of the name 

of Jesus. “Believe” means to rest our lives completely in the 

object of our belief, for a Christian, Jesus Christ our Lord. The 

person moves from death to life (Colossians 1:13-14) when they 

touch the living God in a way that conveys, “I am all in with 

wholehearted allegiance, Lord.” Faith is the hand of the heart 

reaching out to connect with the Living God (Hebrews 1:6). 

Regardless of how the person gets to this instant, they are born-

again from above when they rest their lives in Jesus Christ. 
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In Philippi, God opened Lydia’s heart to “respond to Paul’s 

message.” We can only speculate how that happened. An 

invitation I like is: “Would you like to personally meet Jesus 

now?” Paul did not force his way in, yet urges, like in Pisidian 

Antioch (13:43). We see fruits of change in Lydia, inviting Paul’s 

team to use her home. Learn to invite boldly, with both 

anticipation and with sensitivity. 

5. STRENGTHEN them in the Family: When they accept 

our invitation into the Family, “what next?” We rejoice when a 

child is adopted into a family. Then begins the hard work of 

raising them. Paul wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians to the churches on 

his 2nd Journey to this end. How can you personally help this 

person with the next step?  

I integrated a solid Bible foundation into an eight part series, 

5-6 weeks each, called “DiscipleMaking Companion.” And also 

each person may have unique circumstances we walk them 

through. Every model is incomplete, yet some are helpful, 

especially as they flexibly adapt to specific circumstances with an 

unchanging message. The Family of God is a Family, not an 

orphanage or a renewal center.  

Share in your group what an “encounter with God” looks 

like. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 
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6. Focus Passage: Acts 20:1-6+13-38 
Extended Passage: Acts 19:21-28:31 

Read this text BEFORE the following helps 

 

20:1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, 

after encouraging them, said goodbye and set out for 

Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many 

words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in 

Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because some Jews 

had plotted against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he 

decided to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied 

by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and 

Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, 

and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 

These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 6 But we 

sailed from Philippi after the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and 

five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven 

days…. 

 

20:13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where 

we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this 

arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he 

met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 

15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Chios. 

The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the 

following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail 

past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for 

he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of 

Pentecost. 

17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the 

church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how 

I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came 

into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great 

humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the 

plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not 

hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but 

have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have 
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declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in 

repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, 

not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that 

in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships 

are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to 

me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the 

Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good 

news of God’s grace. 

25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I 

declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of 

you. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole 

will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of 

the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I 

know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 

and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number 

men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 

disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for 

three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day 

with tears. 

32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which 

can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those 

who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or 

gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of 

mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my 

companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this 

kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the 

words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’” 

36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of 

them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and 

kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that 

they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied 

him to the ship. 
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6. Discover Personally:  
Focus Passage: Acts 20:1-6+13-38 

Extended Passage: Acts 19:21-28:31 

What a panoramic capstone to these moving books of Luke 

and Acts! Riots at Ephesus. Leadership development in Miletus. 

Reunited with Philip (see Acts 8) in Caesarea. A prophecy of the 

Jews binding Paul in Jerusalem. Arrest and defense of the Gospel 

in Jerusalem before powerful leaders. Shipwreck and miracles. 

“The Way” of the Family of God continued to break in, disrupt 

and expand in the 1st century through the Kingdom of God. Note 

that several times Paul gave his “three-minute testimony,” 

“Telling My Story,” our testimony, which no one can refute. 

Some of my personal favorite passages are (see Appendix): 

1. The powerful advanced seminar for leaders/influencers at Miletus, 

50 miles from Ephesus by this wise mature man of God, especially 

the deep emotions on both sides (20:17-38). 

2. Paul’s response to the prophecy of being bound in Jerusalem by 

the Jews in 21:11-14. His friends caringly said: “You must not go 

or you will die!” Paul: “I must go because I’m ready to die for the 

Name of the Lord Jesus!” The Lord later confirmed Paul’s heart 

(20:22-24; 23:11). 

3. How Paul grasped these difficult, life-threatening opportunities to 

boldly and wisely share the Good News (22:1-22; 24:10-21 and 

24:24-25).  

6th Wave: “Expansion Westward to Rome, the Gentile 

Capital” (destination: Rome). Throughout the book of Acts, the 

Lord formed new churches scattered throughout the known world 

through a walk & word/works ministry, like Jesus. At every major 

cultural breakthrough, the church was intentionally joined back to 

the birth of the church on Pentecost. And don’t be turned off by 

the “froth” that precedes every powerful wave as it gains 

momentum. The sovereign hand of God opened doors for Paul 

and protected him in trying circumstances, still preaching the 

Kingdom of God and the Lord Jesus Christ to the end of the book 

of Acts, just like us in our “Acts 29” lives. How does “Acts 29” 

look in your life? 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. Why do you think the early church was called “the Way” six 

different times in Acts (9:2, 19:9+23, 22:4, 24:14+22)? 

 

 

 

 

2. What leadership/influencer nuggets can you gather from Paul’s 

advanced leadership seminar in Acts 20:17-38? 

 

 

 

“Three premises [are] the basis for power evangelism. First, two 

kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan, are in 

conflict, and Christians [in the Family of God] have been drafted 

into Christ’s army to do battle against Satan. Second, evangelism 

is meant to go forward in the power of the Holy Spirit. And third, 

our worldviews affect how we understand Scripture”  

(John Wimber, “Power Evangelism”). 

3. Why do you think Acts stopped so abruptly, with much more 

happening in the Family of God and Kingdom of God in the 1st 

century (28:30-31)? 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for;  

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Chapter 6 Deep & Wide:19:21-28:31 
Sixth Wave: Gentiles: Expand Westward, Rome 

Every model is incomplete, yet some are helpful, especially if 

they have built-in flexibility to adapt to unique circumstances. 

Personal evangelism at some level is a necessary part of our 

faithful spiritual life and growth. How are you actively sharing? 

These five integrated responses are all culled from Acts. 

1. AWARE of the Father: Work hard to grow in awareness of 

what the Father is doing in people around you, at work or at play. 

2. EXPLORE for open doors: When you sense possible 

openness in the person, gently explore. I believe the Gospel of 

John shows this exploring as the open secret underlying how Jesus 

engaged the lost in Israel, seeking to find where creation’s “echo” 

touches the person.  

3. ENTER the Moment: When we feel some openness to 

God, risk-take (which means we will mistake-make!) If we enter 

the moment with them with compassion and a desire to help, most 

people are encouraged by our care. And God fills any and every 

crucial gap! For instance, notice the general pattern in Acts for 

exploring with God. The Spirit sent Barnabas and Saul/Paul on 

their First Missionary Journey, yet were not given a specific 

destination. How did they decide on Cyprus as their first stop 

(13:4)? They followed the natural inclinations of the team leader, 

Barnabas, who was from Cyprus (Acts 4:36-37). Because Acts is 

so spectacular, we may overlook the natural and routine. The 

Spirit is just as much in these routine moments.  

4. INVITE into the Family: When you sense a God-moment, 

even if unsure, press gently in. I wonder if one reason many of us 

hesitate is because we misunderstand what “repent” means. 

“Repent” is often misunderstood today because many have been 

taught to “pray the prayer” to lead people to Christ. Then we may 

falsely feel we need to confront their most shameful sin pattern. In 

Acts, we see clear statements that many believed, but not often the 

mechanism. The result of belief is repentance, which is a “change 

of mind,” less about sin and more about our Source of life and 

satisfaction and fulfillment. The Good News begins with 
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abdicating our control and giving our allegiance to the Lord, not 

on sins. Paul’s message focuses on Jesus as resurrected and 

reigning Lord and King” (Acts 2:36; 5:14; 17:17).  

Read the “I am…” statements in the Gospel of John, insight 

into Jesus’ approach toward the lost. Jesus pointed to Himself and 

to His abundant provision, rather than to their specific sins 

(without ignoring the Reality of sin, John 8:11, the woman caught 

in adultery). The first five “I am” statements are clearly 

evangelistic as we look at the audience. The last two can also be 

evangelistic as we envision towards what God has after they are 

born again into the Family of God. Jesus is the center of what we 

share, and His resurrection is emphasized more in Acts than His 

death. Although both are crucial, in Paul’s sermons the 

resurrection is mentioned two to three times as often. 

What if we misunderstand as we risk to actively share our 

faith?  

No problem if we don’t discern correctly. God looks at our 

hearts and will intervene whenever He needs to. It’s both natural 

and can be supernatural. We can read this condensed history of 

the NT church we call Acts and expect supernatural insight to 

happen every day, often each day. Then we become disillusioned 

when it does not happen for us, and convince ourselves that 

actively sharing our faith is not for us. 

Wrong conclusion! We miss the intent of 

Acts by teaching more than it teaches or by 

teaching less than, either of our enemy’s 

wiles move us into an arid desert. The book 

of Acts teaches that everyone gets to 

participate. Look at the “common” people scattered by 

persecution from Jerusalem as they actively shared their faith 

(8:4). 

Aquila and Priscilla were tentmakers in Corinth, and Paul 

worked with them in their business. I can only imagine the 

leisurely talks between the three as they made tents, leading 

Aquila and Priscilla over time to that God-moment that led to 

faith in Christ. God gives us no one-size-fits-all way to share, so 

stay flexible and pliable towards the Spirit. Are we willing to risk 
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and walk across the coffee break room in order to engage a person 

God places on our hearts? 

5. STRENGTHEN in the Family: The NT models spiritual 

growth toward the “full stature of Christ” in the Family of God, 

not the “orphanage” of God. What is the next step for this person?  

Since Paul had a mobile ministry like Jesus (in contrast to an 

established church), he could not always stay long. On his First 

Missionary Journey, he circled back and “strengthened” the 

churches. On his Second Journey, he again strengthened the 

churches and wrote 1 and 2 Corinthians and Romans. In Corinth, 

he stayed two years and in Ephesus up to three years. Paul also 

wrote thirteen books of the Bible to train disciples up. 

Jesus calls us to “make disciples,” not only decisions. Paul 

followed His Master in “making disciples.” A decision takes an 

instant; raising a child in our culture at least eighteen years. Are 

you in the Family of God for the long term to partner with the 

Spirit for the hard work needed to raise up mature children of 

God? 

Some of my personal favorite passages from this reading: 

1. A big-picture overview of all three Missionary Journeys gives me 

a helpful model for any church-planter today. Paul’s First Journey 

established churches in southeast Asia Minor (modern day 

Turkey). On his Second Journey, he had intended to further build 

up those churches. However, the Holy Spirit led him further afield, 

across the Aegean Sea into Greece in Europe and back home 

through Ephesus. He wrote 1 &2 Thessalonians. The Third 

Journey begins in Acts 18:23). Paul had the opportunity to 

encourage many of the churches he had established on his first two 

trips, and he also planted a few new churches. 

2. Paul’s advanced leadership seminar at Miletus (20:17-38) and 

Jesus’ “20-20 vision” on leadership in Matthew 20:20-28 are for 

me the two most powerful NT teachings on leadership. Paul has a 

healthy lens on God and His plan, and also on his self-awareness 

and inward motivation to make choices aligning with this end. Yet 

he now had also developed an ability to identify with and 

understand those around him, which made him a great team-

builder. Paul was “compelled by the Spirit” as a leader. 
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3. The interchange around Agabus’ prophecy in 21:10-14 has been 

helpful to test prophecies today. His friends caringly said: “You 

must not go or you will die!” Paul: “I must go because I’m ready 

to die for the Name of the Lord Jesus!” God had prepared him and 

later confirmed Paul’s heart (20:22-23; 23:11). 

4. Paul wrote Corinthians and Romans on this Third Journey to 

strengthen the churches. In 2 Corinthians 2:14, Paul writes that the 

Father “always leads us in triumph in Christ.” What does this 

triumphal journey look like? Our loving God told Paul at the get-

go: “I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” Acts 

demonstrates a healthy theology both of power and of pain on our 

triumphal journey. Jesus needs men and women with staying 

power. We must rise up after being knocked down. If you wonder, 

read what this mature soldier wrote at this time (2 Cor. 4:7-18, 

11:23-30, 12:7-10; Romans 8:18). Paul’s all-in commitment 

challenges me to embrace these difficult, life-threatening 

opportunities to boldly and wisely share the Good News (Acts 

20:22-24; 22:1-22; 24:10-21; 24:24-25).  

Big-Picture Conclusion: In Paul’s ministry, he demonstrated 

that we gather as a church to build up one another so we can also 

scatter with a message (8:4), both the Family and the Kingdom of 

God. Such outward-oriented faith-communities and individual 

lives prevent us from hiding our light in the church. Paul had done 

everything he could do to impart truth for them to put into action 

(20:25-26). 

The message is that Jesus is the living God. Jesus is alive. He 

sees and cares for us, and has come to be Lord in our lives. This 

Good News cuts across the prevailing system of our world that 

teaches plurality (there are many ways to god) and individualism 

(I have my life, you have your life, so don’t get in my lane and I 

won’t get in yours). This message of Jesus is timeless. Acts 

concludes with Paul still preaching the Kingdom of God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ at the end of the book of Acts, just like God’s 

call on our “Acts 29” lives. 

Have you wondered why the Book of Acts cuts off so 

suddenly… in the midst of the story with Paul still in jail? The 

next wave of the Spirit is discovered in church history, the 

continuation of all that Jesus “began to do and to teach,” our own 
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“Acts 29.” Grow in awareness that today we carry the Father, Son 

and Spirit with us to cultivate our God-given “garden plots,” with 

our circle of friends, at work and in recreation, in our city, school 

and church. 

Although God called Israel to be a light to the Gentile world, 

they put their light under a basket, not joining the Light of the 

world, (Acts 13:47, 13:41, 13:46b with Mat. 5:14-16). At 

Pentecost, Jesus created in Himself “one new man,” the church 

(Eph. 2:15B; Matthew 16;18).  

The first century church knew its call to evangelize and to 

disciple, and knew how. When God scattered them, it was 

like spreading burning brands from a fire to the regions 

(Acts 8:4). 

Israel had failed as they clung to God’s presence and 

provision, holding Him for themselves without becoming lights to 

the world. How are we doing today as His new creation, carrying 

His presence with us wherever we go (Ephesians 2:21-22)? How 

is your life displaying the light of the knowledge of God, our 

“Acts 29” call? 

NOTES 
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Luke-Acts: “Live Out Loud” Article 
Praying Outside the Church 

In contrast to a church setting, prayer outside the church is 

more like Jesus’ mobile life on the way. Cultivate an expectation 

in our day to day lives that God is here, wherever we are, 

whatever we are doing, waiting to minister to the lost through us. 

ATTITUDE: 

When we relate with others with an attitude of love, kindness 

and respect, most people are more open to hint at their hidden felt 

need. Jesus loves to partner with us on this enormous adventure as 

we play our part, exercising His authority and passing along His 

empowering and transforming presence. Like Jesus, our power 

comes from the empowering Spirit (Acts 1:8). The authority we 

carry comes through our relationship with the Father through the 

Son. Offering to pray is the first necessary step, regardless of what 

happens, since the results are up to God.  

APPROACH the person both naturally and supernaturally 

by…: 

• Relational Connection: Tell them your first name and initiate 

connection, demonstrating a caring attitude. 

• Expressed Need: Jesus often asked: “What do you want?” Even 

if He knew. Really mean “How are you?” when we ask. The 

person may give a hint of their need. Perhaps sensitively probe a 

bit when they answer. If they verbalize a need, begin with the 

expressed need since this is the place where they have opened 

themselves up. 

• Visible Need: “Excuse me. I noticed you might have a slight 

limp. Do you mind if I ask what happened?” 

• Impression from God (often called a word of knowledge): If you 

believe you have received a direct word from the Lord or a 

gentle “butterfly thought” about a need flutters through your 

mind, casually ask: “Do you happen to have…?” (not “God told 

me…”). A tentative approach is best. When we initiate ministry 

with kindness, people are often more open. 

ASK: 
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• Ask permission to pray for the need or condition (this conveys 

respect for the person). “If you wouldn’t mind, I would like to 

pray for XYZ now.” Be OK with their “no.” If they decline, 

thank them and let them know you will pray later (on-the-spot 

prayers can feel a little strange). 

PRAY: 

• If they grant permission, pray your best 30-second prayer of 

command, speaking to the condition like Jesus often did for 

physical healing issues. Jesus did not pray long public prayers. 

• Pray with your eyes open, watching for any visible response to 

the Spirit with “L-shaped” listening (vertically to God, 

horizontally to the person).  

• Be careful not to use religious jargon. Jesus healed in a wide-

range of ways, not locked into one method, though always with 

kindness. 

ASSESS: 

• Casually ask the person if anything has changed. “Can you move 

something you could not move before?” “Has your pain level 

decreased?” If so, “How much?” If not, “I’ll be glad to pray 

again if you want.” 

• Pray only as long as the person is engaged, usually not long in 

this setting.  

CONNECT: 

Jesus’ connected demonstration with proclamation to open 

their hearts to the Good News. So probe for openness to begin a 

spiritual conversation or perhaps share your 3-minute testimony 

(first ask permission). Without our help, many will not connect 

the dots. Connect what just happened with Jesus. “I’m a follower 

of Jesus so prayer is normal because I believe…” 

• Jesus is alive. 

• Jesus sees you right where you are. 

• Jesus cares about you, and wants to show you. 
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Luke-Acts “Live Out Loud” Article 
The Training of the Twelve 

I was in Germany as a church-planting missionary. God 

brought people across our paths whom I was not effective in 

reaching. I knew God’s compassion for the lost and that He must 

have provided more than I understood. At that time, I came across 

John Wimber’s book, “Power Evangelism.” It shook my world as 

he quoted one verse after another, glued together with stories. At 

this point, I felt compelled to reexamine Scripture. I read the New 

Testament again, to prove whether the NT model for evangelism 

and church expansion was “both proclamation and 

demonstration.” I tried to answer three questions…plus one 

current one. Here’s a list of verses, presenting an amazing 

uniformity. 

1. How did Jesus evangelize?  

• Mark 1: 21-27 

• Mark 1:32-33 

• Mark 1:35-39 

• Mark 1:40-42 

• Mark 2:1-5 

• Mark 2:13-14 

2. How did Jesus train and commission His disciples to evangelize?  

• Mark 3:13-15 

• Matthew 10:1 +7-8 

• Luke 10:1-2 +9 

• John 14:12 

• Matthew 28:19-20 

• Mark 16:15 +20 

• John 20:21 

• Acts 1:1 + 1:8 
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3. How did the disciples evangelize in Acts? 

• Acts 2:43a + 47b 

• Acts 3:1-8 with 3:12-26 and 4:4-5 

• Acts 4:7-14 

• Acts 4:32-35 

• Acts 5:12-16 

• Acts 8:5-8 

• Acts 8:26-40 

• Acts 9:32-35 

• Acts 9:36-42 

• Acts 13:4-12 

• Acts 14:3 

• Acts 14:8-11 = 14:19-20 

• Acts 15:12 (of the First Missionary Journey) 

• Acts 16:25-34 

• Acts 19:2-8 

• Acts 19:9-12 

• Acts 28:1-10 

Based on this, how would you like to evangelize today?  

Summary of your thoughts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Christian, young and old, has the gift Giver, the Holy 

Spirit, living within us. He gives us all we need for each situation. 

Do you believe this? 



 133  

Luke-Acts: “Live Out Loud” Project 

Begin to work through this project now; finish with ACTS. 

Basic to spiritual growth and DiscipleMaking is our response 

to God’s Word. Transformation comes by experiencing what we 

are learning, not just by storing knowledge. Towards that end, 

each “ Companion” has a “Live Out Loud” project to reinforce 

the major value each “Companion” emphasizes. 

Capstone: Luke-Acts emphasizes the foundation of our 

“Being disciples of Jesus.”  

1. It's time to take a searching assessment of your spiritual life, and to 

plot your ministry course for the next season. 

2. Evaluate yourself in the three great pathways of discipleship, (1) 

intimate worship, (2) 

compassionate mission, and (3) 

life-on-life community. Perhaps 

also add the three responses that 

cultivate community, relational 

belonging, Biblical 

responsiveness and intentional 

stewarding. 

3. Ask two from your group or close 

friends to do a “360 Degree Evaluation” on the same points as 

you do and compare. 

4. Share as much as you are comfortable with in the group. The 

group will then encourage by praying words of blessing over you. 
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“SELF ASSESSMENT” 

The NT paints three broad-stroked pathways or avenues of 

discipleship, how we give away and experience more of God's 

presence: intimate worship, compassionate mission, and life-on-

life community. 

Additionally, in 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10, Paul amplifies on the 

3rd pathway (community) with three essentials in the process of 

developing healthy followers of Jesus in SmallGroups: relational 

modeling, Biblical responsiveness and intentional stewarding of 

the resources God has given us in His presence.  

Honestly assess your own life in these six arenas, from 1-10 

with 10 as the highest. How would you like to strengthen this if 

your assessment is less than 10? 

 

Three-fold Pathway of Discipleship: 

Intimate worship: 

 

 

Compassionate mission 

 

 

Life-on-life community 

 

 

Three-fold Process to Develop SmallGroups 

Relational modeling 

 

 

Biblical responsiveness 

 

 

Intentional God-Assignments 
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My Hero, Barney! 

Barnabas has long been my favorite Bible character, outside 

of Jesus. And also a wonderful example of a spiritual “teen-dad” 

(1 John 2:12-14). I consider Barnabas one of the most important 

people in Scripture, yet he gets almost no press. Many people 

probably don’t even know his real name (it was Joseph). Yet 

wherever Barney is present, others are encouraged and supported, 

equipped and empowered. Barnabas means “son of 

encouragement,” that is, “called alongside to help” (also one of 

the names of the Holy Spirit). Perhaps no single word better 

encapsulates the third cycle of spiritual growth as a spiritual 

“father.” A spiritual family member who comes alongside me to 

help. Barnabas is a NT case study of how we journey into the 

world, interacting with both the lost and the redeemed in a way 

that releases God’s life and purpose. So, how can we grow a 

Barnabas culture like my hero? 

“They develop and bring out the…gifts in others and ensure 

that no one is working in isolation. They create an 

environment that brings out the best in people and 

empowers them to [be and] do all they can for the Kingdom 

of God.”  

Barnabas did not seek his own renown, but was intentional in 

developing other influencers. He powerfully practiced both an 

“exercise of authority” and also a “restraint of power and 

authority and power” as he freely delegated authority and 

relinquished position when another was better suited.  

We rarely see Barnabas in the spotlight (although he does not 

shy from it). Instead, he shines the spotlight on others. Any one of 

us can choose to be a Barney. The soil or culture  into which we 

are planted greatly affects the quality of fruit in lives. So I’m 

encouraging cultivating a culture of Barnabas-type folk, in the 

fam, at church or at work.  

Here is how I summarize traits to emulate from the life of 

Barnabas drawn from Scripture. Please read the Scriptures 

yourself, chew on them and draw conclusions for your own life. 

These ten character responses will help to develop a Barney 

culture. 
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1. Nurtures Togetherness (Acts 4:32 + Eph. 2:13-16, 4:4-6): 

The Spirit of God creates spiritual unity of heart and mind in 

God’s people through forgiveness and restoration of intimacy with 

the Father. At the time we were redeemed, we were also drawn 

into the inter-Trinitarian life of unity characterized by both 

equality (Galatians 3:28) and unity in diversity (Ephesians 4:3-7), 

our model for life. Such an eternal identity, like in Ephesians 

chapters 1-3, is the soil out of which unity and oneness flourish. 

We are simply called to promote this unity, which is the basis for 

teamwork and mutual ministry together. Rest secure in how lovely 

God sees us as His Bride, the blessed and beloved ones. 

“The living God is a relationship, a community, a Trinity. 

And this God draws near to us to draw us near to himself 

within the circle of his knowing and loving of himself”  

(Darrell Johnson, experiencing the Trinity). 

2. Gives Away Generously (Acts 4:36-37): We first meet 

Barnabas when he sells his land, giving to serve the needs of those 

in the church. What a heart for the poor among them in the local 

church. This first cataloged outward response of financial 

generosity expresses the tenor of his entire life, even giving 

authority away (Acts 13:13). Barney gave so generously of his life 

and substance for the highest good of others that the apostles gave 

him the nickname Barnabas, which means “son of 

encouragement.” He lived by the other-centered adage: “give to 

get to give some more…” (Luke 6:38). Servant-first preparation 

gets us ready for whatever may later come as influencers/leaders. 

Serving is its own reward since God is a Self-Giver at the core of 

His Being and fashioned us in this image. 

3. Develops a Solid Track Record (Acts 11:19-21 + 22-24): 

Persecution in Jerusalem scattered believers throughout the 

region, even to the Gentile city of Antioch. Wherever these 

believers went, they were like burning brands, “telling them the 

good news about the Lord Jesus.” Like wild-fire, they ignited 

others, bringing a great number of believers to the Lord in 

Antioch. Why do you think the church at Jerusalem recruited 

Barney to go check it out? Over time, Barney had developed a 

great reputation of goodness, faith and the Spirit’s leading. He 

was always ready with a “yes” to invest his time, money and 



 139  

 

presence into God-assignments. Keep your eyes open for this 

discipling “circle of change” in others: (1) hearing from God,  

(2) responding to God, and then (3) debriefing with the team as a 

“clarity group” for added perspective. Barney had a solid track 

record as a F-A-T servant (Faithful, Available, Teachable as he 

served others without expecting a direct return).  

4. Ministers out of Personal Character (Acts 11:22-24): 

Barney is simply described as “a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 

and faith.” How do you think he grew to become this sort of high-

character man? Self-awareness leading to determined choices over 

time. Don’t wait for the opportunity to first show up before 

preparing. Embrace training in the Family of God now so we are 

ready when God taps us on the shoulder (“a great number were 

brought to the Lord”). What we do always flows from who we 

are. So begin now to invest extravagantly in your inner life, 

becoming full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  

5. Champions Others (Acts 9:26-27, 11:25-30, 12:25-13:1+5): 

When the church-slayer Saul (later Paul) gave His life to Jesus, 

the church leadership at Jerusalem feared it was a trick. Barney 

initiated and sought out Saul, risking his life and his reputation to 

stand up for the unproven convert and vouching for him to the 

apostles in the Jerusalem church. At Antioch, Barnabas again 

intentionally sought out Paul and invited him to work together 

alongside him for an entire year. They taught and nurtured a great 

number so effectively that the disciples were first called 

“Christians” at Antioch, or “little Christ’s.” Barnabas then 

brought Saul with him to deliver the church’s gift to Jerusalem, 

using his influence to open more doors for Saul. After returning, 

Barney brought Saul back to Antioch, inviting him into the circle 

of leadership alongside the other leaders. Barney championed 

Saul/Paul, offering his encouragement, strength and connections 

in whatever ways were needed. In the same way, team-leader 

Barnabas also brought along a young man as an assistant on their 

First Missionary Journey (Acts 13:5), John Mark, who later wrote 

the Gospel of Mark. 

“Barnabas was someone who, instead of [needing] center 

cycle himself, empowered others” (Bob Logan, 

churchplanting.com).  
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6. Sling-Shots Others Ahead (Acts 13:9-12 + 13): Barney led 

heroically. On his First Missionary Journey, Barnabas stepped 

aside to lift Paul into team-leader. Barney “descended to serve,” 

like modeled by His Master before him, who stepped down from 

the glory of heaven to serve (Philippians 2:5-11; 2 Corinthians 

8:9). Barney did not seek position or power, although when it 

came to him, he used these to lift up others, launching others like 

Paul and Mark beyond himself. Those who hold power and 

authority in a Trinitarian way hold it with an open hand, carving 

out space to make others successful. “Restraint” of authority and 

power is crucial alongside “exercise” of authority and power. 

How can you do this today, encouraging and strengthening others, 

launching them beyond us? This is a strong quality in true 

mentors and spiritual “grandfathers.” 

“As they worked together, they began to be referred to as 

‘Paul and Barnabas,’ rather than ‘Barnabas and Paul.’ 

When that shift happened, there were none of the ego wars 

we might expect. In fact, I suspect that Barnabas 

considered his ministry successful precisely because of this 

shift. He had successfully supported and empowered the 

Apostle Paul” (Bob Logan)  

7. Releases Life in People (Acts 13:4-14:28): Barnabas 

ministered incarnationally, life-on-life. Wherever Barney went, 

He intentionally made disciples in a very hands-on way. He lived 

with awareness, proclaiming the Good News and demonstrating 

its Reality with his own life and with signs and wonders. Barney 

and Paul then trained up those won to the Lord, “making 

disciples” like our Master (Matthew 28:19-21). Wherever the 

team went, they made disciples (not just converts or church 

meetings) and left churches with the spiritual DNA to reproduce 

more disciples. 

“They preached the good news in that city and won a large 

number of disciples. Then they returned…strengthening the 

disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. 

[and] appointed elders…in every church” (Acts 14:21-23). 

8. Stands Firmly for Essential Convictions (Acts 15:36-41): 

Even though Barney was “for” Paul, still he stood his ground 
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when his younger friend made choices that violated his 

understanding of the spiritual culture Jesus intended. Here is my 

take on the sharp disagreement, which led to them parting ways. 

John Mark had bailed on the team on the First Missionary 

Journey, leaving the mission in jeopardy. The younger Paul took a 

part-for-the-whole approach (a legitimate part lifted up as if it 

were the whole) and so refused to work with John Mark, 

effectively sidelining him. Paul’s approach as a “Warrior-King” 

was: “the mission is so crucial that we must have faithful team 

members that I trust. Mark must not come!” The older sage 

(spiritual “Father”) approached all of ministry more like this: “the 

mission is so crucial that we must patiently develop up-and-

coming influencers. Mark must come!”  

Barnabas, “the son of encouragement,” did not give up on the 

potential he saw in John Mark, risking his own ministry and his 

relationship with Paul in order to come alongside John Mark. He 

practiced the same restorative ministry as previously with Paul. 

By the way, I believe Paul later fully embraced Barney’s develop-

people-also ministry style. Wherever Paul ministered, he had a 

team around him, training them life-on-life (I counted over thirty 

different companions in Acts). As you read this excellent quote, I 

wonder if these qualities would no longer be “rare” if we raised up 

more spiritual “fathers” in our churches. 

“Barnabas had that rare and powerful quality of believing in 

people and seeing their potential even when others would 

not” 

(Bob Logan).  

9. Measures Success by Faithfulness (Acts 15:41): Barnabas 

went into New Testament obscurity when he parted ways with 

Paul. With our business standard of “measurable results” seeping 

into our church culture as an almost accepted norm, it’s crucial to 

return to Paul’s measure for success: faithfulness (1 Corinthians 

4:1-4). As we become a Barnabas who makes other Barnabas-

disciples, our identity/worth/value must be solidly built on how 

God sees us, not how we perform or the labels plastered on us by 

others…or ourselves. After our short time on earth, is Jesus’ “well 

done my good and faithful servant” enough for you? Or do you 
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also long for outward measurements of success (thanks Bubba 

Justice for this)?  

10. Teams up Together (Acts 13:2-3): Ideal Christian ministry 

is team-oriented and Spirit-led, modeled after the ultimate team, 

the Trinity. This team of leaders at Antioch spent time 

worshiping, praying and fasting together as they discipled others 

and led the church. As this team developed shared-vision and 

made decisions together, they were listening for the voice of the 

Spirit, the true leader of the church. Paul and Luke later 

reconciled (2 Timothy 4:11a). Paul and Mark also reconciled 

since later in his life Paul highly valued Mark’s ministry (2 

Timothy 4:11b; Colossians 4:10). Kudos to Barney, refusing to 

give up on a young, emerging leader after he stumbled so badly. 

By the way, can you think of a time you stumbled and the face of 

the person who did not give up on you? Become a Barnabas. 

Summary: Have you considered how different the first 

century church would have been without Barney’s understated 

ministry? Paul and Mark planted scores of churches and wrote a 

good part of our New Testament. How could such a Barney-

culture look today? 

1. Nurtures Togetherness (Acts 4:32 + Eph. 2:13-16, 4:4-6). 

2. Gives Away Generously (Acts 4:36-37). 

3. Develops a Solid Track Record (Acts 11:19-21 + 22-24). 

4. Ministers out of Character (Acts 11:22-24). 

5. Champions Others (Acts 9:26-27, 11:25-30, 12:25-13:1+5). 

6. Sling-Shots Others Ahead (Acts 13:9-12 + 13). 

7. Releases Life in People (Acts 13:4-14:28). 

8. Stands Firmly for Essential Convictions (Acts 15:36-41). 

9. Measures Success by Faithfulness (Acts 15:41). 

10. Teams up Together (Acts 13:2-3). 

Such a Barnabas ministry is simple, not complicated, agile, 

not rigid. Such a ministry is also within the reach of each of 

us…even you! Barnabas simply made the most of the gifts, 

abilities and resources God provided in order to support and 

encourage others in their ministries. You may have different gifts 

than Barnabas. Utilize what you have to build up the Family of 

God and the Kingdom of God. It takes ordinary people wherever 
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we are and encourages and supports others to take one more step 

forward on the right path.  

“Imagine what a difference you could make as a Barnabas. 

Who could you help and encourage?...  Now imagine a 

whole host of people in your church [or work] equipped to 

encourage and spur one another on toward more fruitful 

ministry… through intentional Barnabas relationships” (Bob 

Logan). 

I’m calling other agile, Barnabas disciples to come, 

experiment together, learn on the fly with others. Then bring what 

you experience back to your peer groups and experiment 

yourselves. I still remember the first time I discipled. A couple 

came up and asked my wife and me to disciple them. I first asked, 

“What is discipling?” After they answered, I then responded, 

“Certainly, if you will be our guinea pigs since we don’t know 

how to disciple.” It was a wonderful time of learning and 

experimenting together.  

This more flexible, agile approach develops lifelong disciples 

from a more broadly based community perspective. Partner with 

the Spirit of God to develop three-directional, mutual discipling 

relationships with those around you. I don’t remember even one 

group in which I have not also personally grown since ministry 

possesses this quality of mutuality. 

1. Ones who lift us up: Find someone 

farther along than you are who can 

lift you up and challenge you to the 

next level.  

2. Ones who walk alongside us: 

Develop a formal or informal peer structure of Barnabas ministry, 

mutual discipling of friends and acquaintances. 

3. Ones whom we can lift up: How has another believer helped you 

grow? Do the same to others who may be younger in the Lord. We 

learn as we give it away, so make disciples, not excuses.  

“The beauty of being a Barnabas is that it doesn’t depend 

on you having superpowers. It’s a ministry that allows 

ordinary believers to make a [solid] impact. It’s something 

you really can learn and do” (Bob Logan).  
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Add Your Own Thoughts. Make This Your Own: 
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8 ½ X 11 free PDF, JimFredericks.Com, “Christian Growth Tools” 
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8 ½ X 11 free PDF, JimFredericks.Com, “Christian Growth Tools” 
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Freder’s Favorites 
Books on Amazon.Com 

Author’s Page: https://www.amazon.com/Jim-

Fredericks/e/B07595TDP1/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1526585472&sr=1-2-ent 

Most authors have one key message interwoven in all they write. I’m no 

different. I write to restore an accurate Christian worldview. I attempt to 

begin with God in all my thinking in order to see God, ourselves and the 

world more like our relational Trinity does. For me, this is a relational 

Trinitarian, incarnational view of God with a high view of God’s restored 

and fulfilled new creation as one new man in Christ.  

Devotional Books, 1, 2 or 4 Pages per Chapter 

Foundation Stones – These “blog” length meditations are my reflections 

on my early Christian life. These are some key building blocks God built 

into my life that fueled 45+ years of growth as a lifelong life-learner. 

Jesus Is Enough! – A meditative guide through Jesus’ “last words” in 

John 15. This life-releasing picture of the Vine and the branches is one 

of the spiritual “artesian wells” that I return to when I struggle.  

Times of Refreshing – A 21-day devotional focusing on our spiritual 

foundation. God’s Family deserves healthy nourishment to stimulate 

growth aimed at our spiritual developmental levels on this lifelong 

adventure of faith. This short book focuses on two basic concepts, 

abundance & forgiveness from connecting with the Father and Son. 

Cultivating Enjoyment of God’s Presence – For our busy 21st century 

lives as Christians, these musings look over the shoulders of great 

Christians of the past, both in Scripture and from those who felt the 

inward longing and did something about it. They acquired the lifelong 

habit of spiritual responsiveness. Nothing is more crucial today.  
 

I don’t write for the casual Christian who is content to sit in a service 

and soak. I write to multiply disciples like Jesus, yet with three large 

concerns:  

(1) that I might convince your mind before God ravishes your heart 

with His relational love;  

(2) that you will read these books alone and be helped greatly…and 

settle for the helpful, but partial, change gained from learning as 

individuals, missing out on God’s greater call to live as “persons-in-

community;”  

(3) that you might in some way view what I write as a finished 

program that will bring growth like a vending machine! No such thing 

exists because we are following and connecting with the Living God. 
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Books as Companions in your Study of the Bible 

90-Day Engagement with the New Testament – This companion walks us 

through the NT in 3-months. Each book is arranged in the chronological 

order. This brings out fresh insights into how the early church grew and 

what some of the progressive needs were. 

DiscipleMaking Companions (Series of eight 5-week) – When Jesus 

rescued us through faith, He drew near to us in order to draw us near to 

Himself. Each highly interactive 5-6 week “Companion” is more than a 

Bible study since the emphasis is on doing the Word together out of an 

interactive learning community. These act as an “architect” to form a 

learning culture. These eight combing a personal discovery in a key book 

in the Bible with a foundational theme. The books are: Philippians, 

Ephesians, Genesis 1-4, Mark, 1 Thessalonians, 1 Peter and Psalms. The 

themes include the Word & Spirit, Identity, Authority and five others. 

Big God! Bold Design, A Trilogy – This Trilogy fuses together what God 

is bringing to light in the last decades for our solid, life-giving historical 

roots. This primer is a basic, life-oriented theology, recapturing the 

mystery of God and the dignity of humanity as image-bearers.  

Created Community – Ephesians is Paul’s model for living a flourishing 

Christian life. Ephesians reflects the distilled essence of what Paul spoke 

as he planted and strengthened thriving churches. 

Radical Mutuality – In 1 John, the aged Apostle John felt compelled to 

write what was essential from his perch 25 years after the last NT book 

had been written. This ancient/new 1st century mental map turned the 

world upside down then, as koinonia flowing out of the relational Trinity 

can also today. 

Discover Yourself in the Psalms – The Psalms are a great source to deepen 

our devotional life, honestly expressing the raptures from the mountain 

tops and the shadows of death in valleys. A short paragraph of each 

Psalm highlight what’s crucial as it is our companion to enjoy 

relationship with our God, just to point us to Spirit-inspired insight. 

Additional Free PDF Books on my Website: 
www.JimFredericks.com 

You will find these free PDF’s under one of two tabs. Some are mostly 

developed, and others are a rough draft of my current thinking. 

• “DiscipleMaking Companions,” if they are companion to help you 

study a specific book or passage, designed more like the basic eight.  

• “Freder’s Favorites,” if the free PDF is more an exposition on a 

book or a topic.  

http://www.jimfredericks.com/
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Other “DiscipleMaking Companions.” 

After completing the eight “Companions,” work through the 

12-week “Luke-Acts Capstone: Joining the Family Business.” 

Then continue with a similar learning and teaching style as a 

lifelong life-learner for any book of the Bible. 

My books under the “Freder’s Favorites” tab on 

www.JimFredericks.com engage most “Companion” more 

deeply.  
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