
 

 

Level One Engagement: 

Mark 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Fredericks 



  

Acknowledgements 

Thanks to the many who have joined me in small, interactive groups 

orbiting around our responses to the Bible. We have grown together in 
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“Companion” is a tried and proven way to engage Scripture. 

A bit about me. I’m a follower of Jesus, deeply in love with the 

Father, Son and Spirit. Where we stand affects how we understand this 

Book-of-books, the Bible. I attempt in all my thinking and responding to 

begin with the relational Trinity and the incarnation of Jesus (both of 

which fry my mental circuits) and with believers as redeemed and 

restored. This high ground is the only one I know worthy of the 

extraordinary sacrifice of God Himself sacrificing His life for me, oh 

mystery! Our Family-of-Three created us as image-bearers, as much like 

Him as a created being could be so He can bless us. Through faith in 

Christ, we relate with Him as intimate co-rulers partnering with Him on 

His epic adventure to restore people to His love. 

 

Quotations for Mark from John Wimber’s “Kingdom Come,” a 

short book on the Kingdom. You may also enjoy his ground-breaking 

book, “Power Evangelism.” To grow to our full stature in Christ, we must 

stand on the shoulders of those who have come before us. Kudos to  

Timothy Keller and his book on Mark, “Jesus the King” for his insight 

tying the early chapters in Mark to the first three chapters in Genesis. 
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of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 

transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, 

photocopy, recording, or any other) except for brief quotations reviews, 

without the prior permission of the author. 
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Mark 

Author: Mark  Date: A.D.  

Central Message 

As the most action-oriented of the four gospels, one of Mark’s key 

words is “immediately.” 

Thumbnail Overview 

Mark wastes no time! An event has taken place that radically 

changes the way we experience God, ourselves and the world. Mark 

can’t wait to tell us about it. This earliest of the Gospels reveals Jesus 

as the Servant, restoring God’s original Eden-intent and raising up 

followers to continue His ministry. Mark reveals Jesus as a man of 

power and action (he repeats “immediately”).  

Learning Options 

My aim is to make this digestible where you currently are on your 

lifelong journey, and pliable enough so you can tailor-make additions 

for what you additionally need. I believe in “layer learning” for long-

range transformation so stretch yourself enough, but not too much. 

For LifeChange, put one thing into practice that the Spirit puts weight 

on and pass along one idea to another, even if it’s a small “ant-step.”  

1. Level 1 Engagement: Mark up the text as you read it daily, then 

work through the 300-word mini-blog with three questions in 

“Discover Personally” helpful. Do one thing that the Spirit puts 

weight on (pass along one idea to another), even if it’s a small 

“ant-step” in the right direction. The S-T-U-D-Y at the end of 

this material is a convenient place to house your thoughts. 

2. Level 2 Engagement & Level 3 Engagement available through 

Amazon.com. See my website for link: 

http://www.jimfredericks.com/more-than-bible-study/ 

3. Gather your thoughts on the S-T-D-U-D-Y at the end (available 

on my webstier as a free PDF download, freeware) or copy the 

text to a Word document and print so it’s easy to markup.

http://www.jimfredericks.com/more-than-bible-study/
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1. Discover Personally: Mark 1:1-38  
Extended Passage: Mark 1:1-45 

Read the text several times BEFORE this 

Connect God’s invitation to full life with our daily living through 

this interactive look into Mark. The Spirit uses obedience-focused 

learning and sweet surrender toward all-in allegiance to God to usher in 

growth when a passage cuts across the grain of our self-life. “God has 

not hidden truth from us, but for us to increase our desire for Him.”  

Mark was the first of the Gospel writers to write down the oral story 

of Jesus’ life. From his first words, Mark stirs up our desire for change 

by pointing to the first creation and its Fall in Genesis 1-3. “In the 

beginning…” deliberately points back to Genesis 1:1, as does Jesus’ 

baptism with the presence of the same three Persons as at creation (10-

11). The Spirit immediately sends Jesus into the wilderness, reminding 

his readers of Genesis 3, and the battles we will fight to restore people 

to the Father’s heart (12-13). Jesus came to restore and advance God’s 

original Eden-intent toward its culmination in Revelation 21-22.  

Mark describes the inbreaking into history of King Jesus, the Son of 

God. He creates a sense of crisis as He brings His authority to rupture 

the status quo. “Gospel” or “Good News” means history-making, life-

shaping news, not daily news. It calls for decisive action (note 

“immediately” in Mark). This “Good News” is really great news 

because it ushers us into freedom like God designed us for (Genesis 

1:26-28). The arrival of the Kingdom (15) launches God’s restoration 

plan for all that was lost in Genesis 3. And he invites each of us to 

participate in this epic adventure through repentance and faith.  

“Repentance” calls us to “change our mind” about our strategy for 

living. The result will certainly be fewer choices to sin. The emphasis 

though changes to our new Source of life and satisfaction and value. In 

any turnaround, personal or national, the presence of God in the 

Kingdom leads the way as we tell about the Good News.  

Mark quickly sketches out the three great pathways of discipleship. 

First, the Kingdom army. Jesus models a pattern to pass along the Good 

News by words out of His attractive walk in freedom with His Father 

and His works of compassion and power to authenticate these words, as 

needed (21-24). Second, Family nurture as Jesus calls His new Family 
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in close (1:16-20 with 3:31-34). Third, Marital intimacy as Jesus 

experiences a unique connection with His Father that restores intimate 

access to His presence for all who believe, returning to our true home. 

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. “Repent” = “change mind about where we find life.” As Jesus 

highlights the Good News and Kingdom nearness, how does this 

strike you (14-15)?  

 

 

 

2. How does Jesus’ 1st century call challenge you today (1:16-20)? 

 

 

 

3. Read rapidly through Mark 1. How did Jesus train His disciples in 

this 2nd tier of training (“Come & Follow Me), especially to share 

the Good News  

 

 

“Clearly, Jesus and the disciples did not consign the kingdom of 

God to a future millennium; Jesus came to usher in the kingdom 

now, in our age….The church is the instrument of the kingdom. As 

disciples we are called to proclaim and demonstrate the kingdom 

of God, which includes healing the sick and casting out demons. 

As Christ’s instruments, we war on satanic strongholds, replacing 

their dominion with the kingdom of God” [Matthew 16:18] 

(John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. One thing this week you are grateful for. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 



  

2. Discover Personally: Mark 2:1-3:2  
Extended Passage: Mark 2:1-3:12 

Read the text several times BEFORE this 

The Gospel has never been about choosing to follow rules or 

traditions, like the 1st century Jews did. Jesus grasped the crucial need 

for a significant mental-shift in His disciples as he stood against their 

rules-keeping approach to spirituality. Three times Jesus violated their 

manmade, extra-Biblical rules and traditions about the Sabbath, while 

never violating Scripture (1:21; 2:23-28; 3:1-6). When challenged 

regarding traditions (2:18), Jesus pointed their hearts to the intimacy of 

a groom/bride relationship, followed by two graphic contrasts between 

the old (their manmade traditions) and His new way. 

Following Jesus is a radical call to freedom in the Spirit as we seek 

only to do what pleases our Father, which is also for our highest good. 

Willingly orbit our lives around Jesus’ attractive life as center so we can 

obediently show the Good News to others. We do this by choosing the 

three fruitful pathways of discipleship as (1) our Groom/Husband’s 

devoted bride (Marriage), (2) our Father’s beloved child (Family), and 

(3) our King’s servant-warrior (Kingdom).  

Also sow into the heavenly culture Jesus established as He 

ministered. It cuts sharply across the grain of society today, some of 

which has seeped into streams of modern Christianity. Everyone was 

“amazed” at what they saw, and this drew a large crowd (2:12-13). 

Jesus taught them quickly, then deliberately turned from the crowd to 

one single man to unlock his destiny. Jesus already modeled turning 

from crowd-popularity (1:27-28 with 35-38). Rather than seize on this 

momentum, Jesus even told a leper not to tell his story (1:43-45). 

Jesus continues widening the perspective of His followers since God 

designed His people to belong to a bigger story. Our generation has 

mostly lost its own story. If we don’t have a story, we will end up 

attaching ourselves to society’s smaller story. Jesus calls us to an active 

and epic adventure. Jesus is on the move and calls others to follow Him, 

including you (2:14). Mark uses present tense language and words like 

“immediately” to unpack the drama and to draws us into the breathless 

action. So, read rapidly, focusing on the Big-Story as if “you are 
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there!” This is really great news because King Jesus has come. Jesus 

already paid the full price for us, a free gift through His sheer grace.  

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. How do you think a current-day parallel would look of the “Levi 

Party” in Mark 2:13-17? 

 

 

 

2. What crucial barrier to spiritual growth does Jesus attempt to 

expose in His disciples with the old/new wineskin teaching (2:2). 

 

 

 

“Jesus empowered the disciples to overcome Satan. When Jesus 

instructed the Twelve and Seventy-two to preach the kingdom, he 

also instructed them to demonstrate the kingdom by performing 

signs and wonders” (John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

3. What impresses you most about Jesus’ walk & word/works 

ministry? 

 

 

“Jesus said the kingdom of God had come in him. The divine 

invader was going on record: ‘I’m here. Watch out. I’m going to set 

everything straight. This is the beginning of the end of Satan and 

evil.’ ‘The reason the Son of God appeared,’ 1 John 3:8 says, ‘was 

to destroy the devil’s works’” (John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for. 

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 



  

3. Discover Personally: Mark 3:13-35; 4:13-24+33-34 
Extended Passage: Mark 3:13-6:56 

Read the text several times BEFORE this 

Mark focuses on Jesus’ actual words and actions as he sketches out 

an incredible narrative of His life. Like any great storyteller, Mark is 

revealing Jesus gradually. News of Jesus spread like wildfire with 

crowds soon surging forward to see and hear Him, although He cared 

little about drawing large crowds. What a dramatic scene on the shore 

(4:1). When Jesus came, He brought the Kingdom since He embodies it. 

The Kingdom has come in authority/power over sickness and demons, 

over the material world and weather. The question is whether King 

Jesus has unrivaled authority in in your life as His image-bearer, and 

whether we use His delegated authority, the same authority Jesus 

exercised.  

Although Jesus welcomed the crowd with a warm “come & see,” 

He focused the majority of His life on His few disciples. Jesus needs 

“all-in” followers to carry on His ministry. So He trained them to live 

and minister like Him in this 3rd training tier, “Come & Be with Me” 

(3:13 & following). Jesus prayed all night to His Father (Luke 6:12-16), 

called those He wanted…and they came. What about us when Jesus 

calls? 

His deliberate plan raised up followers who would go the distance 

by “focusing on the few to reach the many.” The Hebraic culture was 

strong on family values, although His natural family did not understand 

His Father’s call (3:21). Jesus redefines His Family, saying that those 

who obey Him are His true family, the Family of God (3:33-35). Jesus 

sketches out the ongoing advance of the Kingdom of God through 

evangelism by living it out attractively, by proclaiming the Good News 

that King Jesus is here, by demonstrating the reality as He multiplies 

disciples (walk & word/works). And He trained all His followers toward 

this same ministry. How comfortable are you to minister like Jesus? 

QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What gripped you about the nature of the Kingdom in 4:1-34? 
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“The kingdom of God is the dynamic reign or rule of God. Jesus 

has absolute rule in heaven. On earth, he actively and visibly 

exercises rule over his willing subjects and over the forces of evil. 

Jesus is the reign of God come to claim what was rightfully his” 

(John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

2. When Jesus sent His apprentices out, what did they say and do 

(6:7+12-13+30)? If you had been there, how would you have felt? 

 

 

 

 

“We are living between times, as it were, between the inauguration 

and the consummation of the kingdom of God….We live in ‘the 

presence of the future.’ [His] kingdom is both future and present, it 

has been fulfilled in Christ’s first coming and will be consummated 

in his second coming….We live between the ‘already and the not 

yet….’ We have the assurance of eternal life now, and we 

experience the benefits of the kingdom, though only in part”  

(John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”).  

3. What impressed you most about Jesus’ walk & word/works 

ministry? 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for. 

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 



  

4. Discover Personally: Mark 7:1-23; 8:27-37 
Extended Passage: Mark 7 & 8 

Read the text several times BEFORE this 

Chapter 8 in Mark’s Gospel is the pivotal chapter, the climax of the 

first act that launches the reader into His march to Jerusalem to full His 

destiny (four mentions, 8:31, 9:12, 9:31, 10:33-34). Jesus “must be 

killed and after three days rise again.” Not “would die,” but “must.” 

That the “Son of Man” (which points to Jesus as Messiah, from Daniel 

7:13-14) could die was unthinkable to the Jewish mind (8:32).  

From a NT perspective, the world cannot be rescued and restored, 

nor can your life, unless Jesus died. In summary, Jesus is saying: “I’m a 

King, but a King who must go to a cross and die.” Who can give to 

others with no intrinsic need to receive back? Only Jesus!  

Remember the dance of the Trinity? The Father, Son, and Spirit 

have been knowing and loving one another perfectly for all eternity. 

Within Himself, God has forever had all the love, all the fulfillment, all 

the joy that anyone could possibly want…all that the human race now 

chases after. And Jesus adds, “Since I’m a King on a cross, if you want 

to follow Me, you must also willingly take up your own cross.” Be 

concerned for God’s concerns (8:33) and give our lives fully to Him 

(8:34-38). Jesus embodies our essential questions: “What is God like?” 

“How does God see me?”  

Religion tends to teach us how to abstain from things. Jesus 

strongly dealt with this in 2:18-3:6 to break off legalism. Jesus continues 

the same theme in 7:1-13, yet adds even stronger language. His disciples 

all came out of a religious environment and must unload that baggage to 

reach the world to which Jesus sends His followers. By contrast, the 

world they were sent to reach tends to teach us how to abuse God’s 

good gifts. So, Jesus adds that what we do to abuse His good gifts come 

out of our heart when our spiritual inner compass is off (7:14-23). 

Both aberrations are deserts leading to an arid life, as Paul also 

teaches in Galatians 5:1 and 5:13-14. Abstaining by rejecting God’s 

good gifts diminishes our lives and limits our love and joy. A joyless 

life with less freedom to love would never impact the word to restore 

the lost to His Father’s heart. Abusing God’s good gifts also diminishes 

our lives and hurts us and others with our self-indulgence. 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What does Jesus’ powerful words in 7:5-13 so to us today about 

the danger of unchanging religious traditions? 

 

 

 

“Our job is to know the will of the Father and cooperate with his 

work here on earth. He has a strategy, though we may not always 

(if ever) discern it. Our part is to pray, ‘Your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ Then trust and obey” 

(John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

2. Jesus reveals Himself as the King, then asks His disciples. “Who 

do you say I am?” (8:29). What’s your answer to Jesus’ crucial 

question? 

 

 

 

3. In chapters 9-16, Mark describes Jesus’ steadfast journey to His 

own cross. He first points to our cross. In 8:34-38, how does Jesus 

describe His disciples, including His 21st century followers 

 

 

 

“I realized that at the very heart of the gospel [message] lies the 

kingdom of God and that power for effective evangelism…relates 

directly to our understanding and experiencing the kingdom today” 

(John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for. 

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 



  

5. Discover Personally: Mark 10:17-35 
Extended Passage: Mark 9-13 

Read the text several times BEFORE this 

Chapters 9-10 describe Jesus’ march toward Jerusalem (8:31, 9:12, 

9:31, 10:33-34) and 11-13 His teaching during the last week. Compared 

to the other three Gospels, Mark relates few of Jesus’ teachings. Instead 

he depicts Jesus as a man of action.  

Jesus is the Model Man, who walked out eternal life as we are 

intended to live. Look over His shoulder as you read the three passages 

(Mark 10:17-31, the rich young ruler; 10:32-34, Jesus predicts His 

death; 10:35-45, authentic influence/leadership). How does a true 

follower of our heavenly Father aim to live life? What attitudes and 

actions do we observe for our own lives? Begin to value the Son the 

way the Father des and listen to the Father in every arena of our lives. 

“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” (Mark 9:7). 

The rich young ruler eagerly approaches Jesus, yet with a skewed 

view of what life in Christ is. He asks Jesus what he could “do” to 

inherit eternal life. He entirely missed Jesus’ teaching, that authentic life 

is a free gift from God. Jesus asked questions to explore where he was 

stuck. He then zeroed in on the one issue. “Come, follow me, not your 

own desires.” The rich young ruler was unwilling, like many would-be 

followers because they are blinded to the blessings accompanying the 

sweet surrender of all-in, wholehearted allegiance to Jesus. 

In 10:35-45, Jesus taught His followers how to maximize our godly 

influence in the lives of others. Align with God’s Eden-intent for His 

people to be co-rulers through relationship. Jesus recalibrated the 

disciples’ three misconceptions. The cost is high (38), our Father 

sovereignly selects (40), and leadership is not about position (41-43a). 

Then He teaches that leadership is serving others without considering 

the cost or return to us (43b-45). Jesus calls servant-influencers/leaders. 

“I trust that you will find the figure of Jesus worthy of your 

attention: unpredictable yet reliable, gentle yet powerful, 

authoritative yet humble, human yet divine. I urge you to seriously 

consider the significance of his life in your own”  

(Tim Keller, in “Jesus the King”).   
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. What do you see in 10:17-31 that is God’s invitation to fuller life 

to you personally? How can this help as you influence others? 

 

 

 

 

2. Jesus is the Model Man, the One sent from the Father to show us 

the kind of attitudes and responses He calls us to on our journey. 

What do you learn about facing tough trials as you read through 

10:32-34? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the passage in Mark 10:35-45 reveal afresh to you 

about how to authentically influence others? 

 

 

 

 

“For God to reign through us he must reign in us. Seeking the 

kingdom first means praying that he may be first in our hearts. And 

as his kingdom reigns in us, he uses us to establish his kingdom in 

those around us: our families, churches, workplaces, community, 

and nation” (John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for. 

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 



  

6. Discover Personally: Mark 15:25-16:20 
Extended Passage: Mark 14-16 

Read the text several times BEFORE this 

Mark has given us the story of Jesus and declared that His story is 

the world’s only true story. Jesus came to earth to model authentic life, 

the same life God designed for humanity in Genesis 1:26-28. When Eve 

and Adam went rogue in Genesis 3, it never caught God by surprise. 

Jesus is the “Lamb slain before the foundation of the world.” To restore 

the unchanging Eden-intent of our Family-of-Three, Jesus died, was 

raised the third day and ascended to the Father’s right hand after forty 

days. History demonstrates these as authentic. 

Faith in Jesus alone restores life as we trust in what He has done. 

Jesus has the love and power to see His vision through to its end, to 

restore intimacy with His Father. Jesus is the Son of God, the true King 

of kings. His unhindered reign in our lives releases our highest and best.  

Although the focus-verses begin with Jesus’ crucifixion, please 

don’t short-circuit your learning experience in Mark by skipping over 

14:1-15:24. 14:1-42 describes Jesus’ anointing by Mary for His death, 

the last supper, and Jesus wrestlings in Gethsemane. 14:43-72  Jesus’ 

arrest, the fake trial before the Sanhedrin and Peter disowning Jesus. 

15:1-24 Pilate’s lack of courage, the soldiers’ mocking and Simon 

carrying Jesus’ cross.  

Read as if you were there, close to Jesus, actively taking in all that 

is happening. The scenes are graphic and gripping, drawing in those 

with open hearts. His enemies’ anger and fear, friends abandoning Him, 

injustice, mocking, false trials, paid-off witnesses, His Father forsaking 

Him, and the most painful death imaginable. In the midst of this, Jesus 

responded with such strength and dignity since He was in His Father’s 

presence. Yet with a true humanness that we can all identify with.  

What began in Genesis 1 and 2 with God’s Eden-intent for creating 

and with the great breach in Genesis 3, Jesus comes to restore. His death 

and resurrection prepare all we need for His commissioning to send out 

His people with the world on our hearts. Most importantly, Jesus went 

through this for you because He yearns for intimate partnership with 

you in His epic adventure. What is your response to Jesus’ all-in 

sacrifice that we might have life with the Father, Son and Spirit forever? 
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QUESTIONS and QUOTES for Reflection. 

1. You are there! What emotions would you have experienced from 

16:1-8? 

 

 

 

2. The Christian faith rests on the certainty of Jesus’ resurrection 

with at least three clear lines of evidence in Mark 16: (1) the 

empty tomb, (2) the testimony of eyewitnesses, and (3) the long-

term impact on the lives of Jesus’ followers. How confident are 

you that Jesus raised from the dead? 

 

 

 

“Still, evil forces seek to destroy his rule; they haven’t given up 

their dream of word dominion. The mere presence of God’s 

kingdom has created a violent confrontation between the old order 

of evil and the new order of righteousness. The confrontation is 

necessary for a radical change of power, and today it is still in 

progress” (John Wimber, “Kingdom Come”). 

3. Mark concludes his Gospel with the ongoing call on our lives in 

16:19-20. What is your heart response to this message as a carrier 

of His authority to do His God-Assignments (our heart = mind, 

affections & will)? 

 

 

 

ELEMENTS for learning group next week. 

• Starters. (1) One thing this week you are grateful for. 

(2) Recap last week’s passage. 

• Read the passage out loud in a circle, a few verses each. 

• Debrief insights from the passage with each other as both a 

learner and a teacher. 

• Share a 15-30-second personal request. Then pray our best 30-

second prayer. Also pray at times for our city. 
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Freder’s Favorites 
Books on Amazon.Com 

Author’s Page: https://www.amazon.com/Jim-

Fredericks/e/B07595TDP1/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1526585472&sr=1-2-ent 
90-Day Engagement with the New Testament – This companion walks us 

through the NT in 3-months. Because the books are in the chronological order 

they were written, this brings out insights of progressive revelation. 

Foundation Stones – These “blog” length building blocks build into the early 

fiber of our Christian journey in a format for easy daily ingestion.  

Jesus Is Enough! – A meditative guide through Jesus’ “last words” in John 15, 

the life-releasing picture of the Vine and the branches. What a glimpse into 

how to thrive spiritually, for both new and for mature Christians.  

Enjoying His Presence – For our 21st century lives as Christians, nothing is more 

vital than grasping and responding to the moment-by-moment life God freely 

offers His people, You Have Overcome the Evil One, even in the routine. 

Journey through various Psalms. 

Created Community – Ephesians is Paul’s model for living a flourishing 

Christian life. Ephesians reflects the distilled essence of what Paul spoke as he 

planted and strengthened thriving churches in the 1st century. 

Radical Mutuality – In 1 John, the aged Apostle John felt compelled to write 

what was essential from his perch 25 years after the last NT book had been 

written. This ancient/new 1st century mental map turned the world upside down 

then, as koinonia flowing out of the relational Trinity can also today. 

 

 

Free PDF Books on Web Site: 
www.JimFredericks.com 

Most authors have one key message interwoven in all they write. I’m 

no different. I write to restore an accurate Christian worldview so we see 

God, ourselves and the world more like our relational Trinity does. For 

me, this is a relational Trinitarian, incarnational view of God with a high 

view of God’s restored and fulfilled new creation as one new man in 

Christ.  

Additional CORE, Foundational Books 

Big God! Bold Design, A Trilogy – This Trilogy fuses together what God is 

bringing to light in the last decades for our solid, life-giving historical roots. 

This primer is a basic, life-oriented theology, recapturing the mystery of God 

and the dignity of humanity as image-bearers.  

  

http://www.jimfredericks.com/


  

Cultivating DiscipleMaking Communities – This read-along through Paul’s 

earliest letter flows out of 1 Thessalonians. This key community-building 

letter, with a thoroughly relational Trinitarian view of life, is Paul’s vision to 

launch and grow disciples in reproducing faith-communities as His Word 

works in us. Essential reading for those who wish to multiply ministry. 

1. “You Are Strong” [in the Lord] 

A Series of 5-Week “DiscipleMaking Companions” – When Jesus rescued us 

through faith, He drew near to us in order to draw us near to Himself. Each 

highly interactive 5-6 week Companion” is more than a Bible study since the 

emphasis is on doing the Word. These cover eight foundational concepts in the 

Bible by directly leading us into key Bible books, like Philippians, Genesis 1-4, 

Mark, Ephesians, 1 Thessalonians, 1 Peter and Psalms.  

Times of Refreshing – God’s Family deserves healthy nourishment to stimulate 

growth aimed at each of our spiritual developmental levels on this lifelong 

adventure of faith. This short book uses Jesus to focus on two basic concepts, 

abundance & forgiveness from connecting with the Father and Son. 

2. “The Word of God Lives in You” 

Mining God’s Word – This hands-on approach draws our hearts to love God’s 

Word. It helps all believers build solid Bible study in a time-proven, user 

friendly approach. Think BIG-small-BIG as you soak in God’s Word. 

3. “You Have Overcome the Evil One” 

Sailing the High Seas – The relational Community-God Himself is our model for 

all leadership. This more community-based leadership dialog honors positional 

leadership while releasing God’s people to reach their potential. 

These are not for the casual reader. I write to multiply disciples like 

Jesus, yet with three large concerns: (1) that I might convince your mind 

before God ravishes your heart with His relational love;  

(2) that you will read these books alone and be helped greatly…and settle 

for the helpful, but partial, change gained from learning as individuals, 

missing out on God’s greater call to live as “persons-in-community; (3) 

that you might in some way view what I write as a finished program that 

will bring growth like a vending machine! No such thing exists because 

we are following the Living God. 



  

Other “DiscipleMaking Companions.” 

DiscipleMaking Companion (DMC) is not a managed program. It’s a 

companion to launch followers of Jesus on a lifelong journey of life-

learning and doing. This strategy functions as an architect to lay the 

foundation to build up our lives as a temple of the living God. Here is a 

brief overview of the books of the Bible and the interwoven themes. 

 

After completing the eight “Companions,” work through the 12-week 

“Luke-Acts Capstone: Joining the Family Business.” Then continue with 

a similar learning and teaching style as a lifelong life-learner for any book 

of the Bible. 

My books under the “Freder’s Favorites” tab on 

www.JimFredericks.com engage each “Companion” more deeply.   



  

 


