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INTRODUCTION

Force yourself at this time, however, to keep in the

Jesus Christ teaches that God has spoken reliably and forefront the movement of God through the baska

authortatively (John 10:35; 17:17). No matter what whole This understanding will lay a soliddndation for

society says, everything itrelative. There is a final our future, more detailed s[tuHIy. of the $art? in relationsh}p

Eetcaisr:a c(isgdrhe?ses Gokc;r? gvzn if\t/xgré igé meZZSre 0‘; a thlé whold! Read thieBible with gage ness, %sryouswguld
P ' an exciting adventure story. I

relativity in our perception and understamgliof what the

. L : revelation!
Bible says. Let the Spirit of God Himself teach you (John
14:25.) AiMy Response tigforyouton®kehowe | at i on
N Go d 6 Spi,rit is stirrin ou
P Comaion 1130 30007 " 0 e Bihd ety Bte 8 IfSmaRdy ot ickoeh
g P ' reléatignghlp with the &dd o crga?ed ds Bnd loves us

speculation or expansive elaboration. We want to get to the :
core of the truth, first to see how it applies to our lives, deeply. Your response may be a prayer of adoration or

haracte d Go

. h k LV fv d o
then to see how we can mi nLrénﬁsgsrIfn?aya\‘rfl‘sébne%r{a\’jefﬁ‘n;ﬁrﬂfetﬂaf Ogrsef)ﬁ/ly
t

yvhole life centers on the conviction tkgate;ry bellev_ers want s o change and bring His
intended to become a fully qualified minister, not in the edge
professional sense die¢ word, but in the most practical ge.

way, €éTo b eminkedis tp lavera heart setonthe Fi nal l 'y, as youbre reading, VYo
desire of spreading Godds kouwoyld likero ttace ot farther.elot thése downiguicklg i v e
spread the love of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy underfi Sedlifscover lediQUlkeemesas for
Spirit. It is to realize he hagvenus His Spiit in order Fut ur e and pushdhrodigh to keep to the main

that we might be fully qualified not only tve His life, t he me. Dondét stop now. Theyodl |
but togiveit tood by his power and for His glory! | return to read or study this b
suspect that i f youdr e r e aHowodistamseesirg thase qudstons. Miadewa dfetimal s t
described you! I dar e say toteardancgrow.lEnjay the advestwea of faitlls about

experiencing more thmethe incredible blessing &howin . .

G(F)) d, l? ut youdve dec ig ded gy 0 ﬁg}lé\é’hﬁ:ﬁ 3\/0Ml?}%;hvevlJ[r']ma\?éercinﬂfﬁellsvr%ggg i(}gggye Otfe a
showingHim and His beauty to others. Abdh at 6 s t %\}%I g o

purpose f or kn 8ibe study wa&nevérs wo

e cgn,be read from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22 at pulpit
intended to be a mere accumulation of informatiany o € I n Afa@yerrcimlenged hon afterwards on
an intellectual pursuit. God gave his Word so that we

his statement and Morgan simply asked him to first test it
might be transformed by it aRETeh e EREH R
(Hayfordos BjpphieiiHandb ook invest in reading aWodlint hi nki ng
How can you use this as a companior2very book of order to grow more like Jesus?

the Bible is laid out in the same format for convengenc N

Glance atthéd As s i g ntheameadsh@ €ent r al | 6ve synthesized, summarized a

Message, 0 AAut handiBDak gr cu r@&‘”@%‘?@‘)f sgurces to deve_INp'_Companioras an aid t_o
P ur p oThese ate designed to help you grab a quick your active reading and application of the NT to your life.

) o Here are some of the sources |
!nmal impression of the big picture of the book as a whole §  Barker, Kenneth, General Editdte NIV Study Bible
in its historical context.

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1985.
Thenread through the book, preferably in one setting, with This is an incredible, concise study tool and the first
the brief outline undefi Re a d & bRyoir kideag ad purchase | would recommend. The introductions are, as
friendly companion or helpful guide. Each book has a a whole, fairly detailed, dealing with keysies, well

main teaching and your assignment is to discover it. Read written, and easy to absorb. The outlines are very wel
9 Y 9 ’ done, but ar@otinterspersed within the text like some

and reread the book until yoetetct what the central theme study Bibles since the NIV headings are used.

of each book is and conform your life to it. First give the 1 Baxter, J. SidlowExplore the BookZondervan

book a chance to speak for itself before you dive into Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 196@xg&r often
commentaries. Read rapidly without stopping to dawdle has incredible insight into the big picture of a book. His

now. Make it your own! My outlines amtinspired. book is designed to read along with a book by book
Readactively and jot down in the margins any pertinent study of the Bible, but is a little wordy and rambling at

thoughts or additional insights (with verse reference). times. But when |o0ve taken th

book of the Bible, JSidlow is usually my companion
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because he offers a fresh per BeessEugensrheMessdgdia/prdss) Ookokadon d

from the perspective of a very Bigod who has Springs, 1993. This is a very contempornaayaphrase
provided everything needed to release and transform of the Bible (conveying parallel ideas rather than
life. parall el words). Petersonds s
1 Coleman, LymanStudent Serendipity Bihle NT books of the Bible are worth the price of the whole
Zondervan Publishing ¢lise, Grand Rapids, 1997. book. The first one | read was on the Book of Acts and
This has been designed especially with youth groups in I felt Iike | was there! | 6ve
mind. There are a variety of topical helps, lesson plans concepts from his excellent, pithy writing, and quoted
and questions scattered throughout that | have not taken large sections in places.
time to read. But the introductions to each book are 1 Sibbs, Alan M. Search the Scripturefnter Varsity
captivatng! The introduction deals with key areas, but Press, DownerGrove, Il, 1967. This little known
in a way that is thorough and very readable. Many a threeyear Bible study course has very short, but
time his introduction has captured what | was pointed introductions, and on several books of the NT |
struggling to put into words. | could wish they had thought it presented the best
included an outline of each book, if it could be done designed with daily Bible readings that will take the
with the same excellent insight. reader lirough the Bible in three years. The two or
1 Elwell, Walter A. and Yarbrough, Robert W., three questions for each day are very penetrating and
Encountering the New TestameBaker Books, Grand |l 6ve used these questions to
Rapids, 1998. This book takes solid positions on most studies, as well as for my own personal study.
of the controversial subjects and is nicely laid out for 1  Stringfellow, Dr. Alan B.,Through the Bible in One
research. The outleés have been moderately helpful. Year, Hensley Publishing, Tulsa, 1988. 52 fairly short
The pictures and color coded boxes make it an lessons (with lots of fitin-the-blank and wide margins)
attractive book to read and he works hard to give it a makes a nice, rapid reading tool for the Bible. This
trendy, contemporary feel (targeted for freshman in book has influenced some of my formatting. Much of
Bible College). this excellent workbook is a summary of J. 8l
1 Hayford, Jack W., General Editd,bay f or d 6s Bi bl eB a x t Explodbeshe Booka good deal is quoted
Handbook Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, without quote marks).
1995. This very affordable handbook is a quick buy to 1  Tenney, Merrill C., General Editor and Douglas, J. D.,
build your library. This is a wonderful handbook by a Revising EditorNew International Bible Dictionary
pastor from a moderate Pentecostal background. It has Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1987.
excellent scholarly insights, but contain othestiems This is probablytheclassc conservative Bible
with a distinctly devotional flavor. The introductions dictionary, a revision of Ten
are exceptionally well done, dealing with major issues content is comprehensive, the articles are diverse,
in a very concise way. The outlines are amplified and scholarly and well written. For a orwelume help, you
al so very helpful. Eaeh book wdrsdt eddedsbevi t dr at fidm uthi s bl a
InfActi ono sect tipefor agplicaiontop r o v i d eWilkinson, Bruce H.Executive EditorYour Daily
our daily lives. Especially i walktzZbrelen@ilPublishihgdHsusdl Brény Rapids,
section can get a little too heavy on typology because 1991. The excellent Walk Thru the Bible Ministries
Hayford is looking for the Kingdom, Jesus, and the bound this yearly devotional reading together in one
Spirit in every book, whether these are primary book. The introductions are extremely short, but often
emphases in that particulaook or not. add nice nuancesh€ helps for daily reading are nicely
1 Jensen, Irving L.Simply Understanding the Bible broken up between an overview (with additional
World Wide Publications, Minneapolis, 1990. Too bad outline), application and additional insights. The
this is out of print (but worth buying through an -aifit outline is |l ess helpful becau
print book search firm). Jensen is a master at the chart sometimes they get a little boxy because of alliteration
outline. Shortly into th task of summarizing the NT, | and needo break it up for daily readings. Even with
found myself going to Jensen as firgt resource. His those limitations, this is a nice tool to have, especially
introductions are concise, capture the heart of the when you teach through a smaller section.
occasion of the book, and extremely well written. His N .
outlines often capture the heart of the book, andithas " There i s a central heartbeat
been are that my outline did not correspond with his is beat flows from the heart of divine lo¥efrom the God
some facet. who 6so | oved, He gave. 6 In gi
1 Morgan, G. CampbelRulpit Legends, A Bible Survey  all glory and grace at once achieved two things: the
GenesisRevelation AMG Publishers, Chattanooga, fulfillment of His plan of redemption, and the possibility
TN, 1993. J. Sidlow Baxter must have used this as one of His plan for restoration. This means that our Father has
of his many resources for his masteqm',Eprore the more in mlnd than S|mply m Kin us eallgave i s
800k Morgan, fprince of tREyPYIeh ity Oorldmafeet Pi b 8E G o his

look at the big picture hand of God through each book.
This book alsgophas great insights, is verygdevotional, power to effectively deliver the gospel of the kingdom to a

and has the added advantage of being more concise world strained and pained by the void of that order of life
than Baxteros. God intended eveday fpdabldsdosn Bt o Kk
Handbook p. vi
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living rooms. We are inundated with a tidal wave of informatiodh ideas

todayésome enric

What do you think is the greatest mental concept a person can have?

rst
or concept is more critical thamoconcept of God. One perceptive Christign
leader wrote that every imperfection in character, attitude, thought and a
can ultimately be traced back to a low and improper view of God.

Where can we go to develop an accurate view of God? The Bilble is t
Book of books for ideas and ideals about both God and man. Not only ar

Easy! What fi

these thoughts i
is actually aliwv
Word illuminated and empowerddy

NT lntro

Fulfillment

Technological discoveries in the last few years have launched the inter

our TV sets and

h our Il ives in r

springs to min

ncomparabl e with
e with an inexha
Go d 6 $tcemynyi disdiptes werk

NT Intro
NOTES

transformed thr ough ScotudyidscipdoaredThgre
is a spiritual explosiveness in the Bible that makes men and women new
can impact whole nations and societies. To know this Bé@looks is worth
whatever time and effort it may demand.

The inspired Bible as a whole is like a library consisting of 66 books wi
two major divisions. The Old Testament (OT) consists of 39 individual bg
written by 28 different authors over the spdr2 ®00 years and the New
Testament (NT) has 27 books with
inspiration over a 50 year span. Since every word of every book is a prog
of a single divine mind proclaiming His message, the teaching of all 66 b

is complementary and consistent with each other. The full significance of
passage only appears when itbés s
As you read and study over a |I|if

together the different thights into a fuller harmony of the whole.

A key to properly understanding the OT and the NT is to understand its
structure. If you want to learn architecture, you first learn how buildings g
put together. If you want to learn to understand the Biblesfit | e ar
put together. Otherwise it will be a jumble of unrelated stories. The OT hg
three different kinds of books: history, poetry and prophecy. If you know
kind of book you are reading, Vyo
Thefirst 17 books are historical; the next five books are poetical; the last
books are prophetical. The NT has 5 historical books, 9 Pauline Letters,
General Letters, and 4 Pastoral/personal Letters written by Paul.

The OT is a preparation for the ultte revelation of Christ in the New
Testament. The OT saints had the unfailing promises of the covenants, t
sacrifices, the prophecies, fAyet
promi sedo (Heb. 11:39). They all/l
Jesus is the fulfillment of these promises, God personally entering history
way that unmistakably demonstrates that He is on our side, calling all the
shots to restore relationship.F u | f i ib thenkeynated@oncept to transitiq
from the OT to theNT (see the key verses in Mark 1:15 and Luke 4:21, in

addition to Matthewbds 12 uses of

net
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NOTES
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[D TESTAMEN

[39)

The Bible appears like a symphony orchestra with the Holy Spirit as its
Toscanini. The messages in the Old Testanare harmonies, blending and
building into a crescendo of the most perfect music when the Son of God
Himself declares and reveals this God who has never before been fully s
The OT speaks of Christ (John 5:39, 5:46) and Christ Himself is the goal
toward which the entire OT was moving. This is what the disciples on the

Emmaus road experienced after Jesus explained how the OT spoke of Hi

from start to finish:'Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked
with us on the road and opened the Brries to us?(Luke 24:32).

Hearts aflame with a love for God! The supreme revelation of the Bible i

of the everseeking, everestoring God taking the initiative to save and ren
God desires to restablish relationship and infuse our hearts agairagath

with a divine revelation of Himself by restoring men to the main principle pof

human life, that of dependent, obedient faith in Himself. God is the great
good, and gracgiving Sovereign who created mankind and alone perfectl
under st an daeated fonHis gldey and ehe unfulfilled longing of

our hearts only serves to confirm our original calling and design. Our dee
need is still for God

that Jesus fulfills in the NT. The messages in the OT are whispers which

een.

pest
al one as the
briefly and suggestively at two more of thecompleted themes from the OT

only

merge into perfect symphony only when the Son declares and reveals the God

who has never before been fully seen.

satisfying
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NT Intro
NOTES

15t Key: Trinitarian Framework
15t Key: Kingdom of God

| believe that King Jesus and the Kingdom of God (His dynamic right tq
rule) is one of the single most mportant integrating t
overarching concept that makes sense of the Bible.

TheOld Testamenteveals that theord has always reigned and that a King

will come.

The Gospeldulfill this promise as Jesus came the first time as King
(dressed as a suffering Servant) The parables explain
miracles and teaching bear witness to the presente ¢fingdom.

TheBookof Acts eveal s the expansion of| Goddés fnalready, but no

Kingdom from a small Jewish sect to a growing spiritual army with a
worldwide impact. We have real access to all the fullness of the Kingdonj
already. But the Kingdom hastget come in all the outpouring of its powe
and glory because Jesus has not yet returned again.

TheEpistlesteach that the King is coming again in full power and glory so
we will be with Him forever, and also how we are to live as His radical
Kingdompe pl e in the fti me Bant2eomingst he ti meso of His 1

The last book oRevelatiorbrings the culminating act of the Kingdom as
King Jesus breaks into human history again in a comprehensive revelation of
His kingly rule. He comes with unimaginialsplendor, ushers in eternity,
renews access to the tree of life, rights all wrong ,and reestablishes the
full ness of Gpudbss fromiGéngsisiand2. Ed e n

When | awake in the morning and|think on King Jesus an
it brings a thill to my heart, a bounce to my step, growing effectiveness tq
ministry, and steadfastness to my desire to be all He wants me to become.
Jesus Christ is on His throne. King Jesus actively intervenes and invades in
the affairs of life as a loving Conquerdihe Kingdom of God has life in itself
because Jesus brings life and | partake in that right now.

Herebs t HeNheues tdioers: Godbés fAidynamic right to ruled have
unswerving authority in your |if right now?o

What has King Jesus called you and me ttodiay? Jesus said that those
who believe will do the same works He did. So, read the Gospels. Study the
life of Christ. That's what we are to be, to say, and to do. Read about the
dynamic response of the disciples in the Book of Acts to continue "all that
Jesus began to do and to teacho Acts 1:1).

The presence of the Kingdom means we will see and experience the vjsible
signs of the Holy Spirit for witnessing and discipleship. Preach the Good
News. Heal the sick. Cast out demons. Minister compassion. lemmEe
Forgive. Live in joy. Immerse yourself in the Word of God. Accept others
Live in purity. Pl ease the Fathert. Free the oppressedé]j

King Jesus is calling us to a life of trust and adventure beyond what most of
us have ever previoysexperienced. He wants us to possess and live out an
authentic spirituality without religiosity that attracts others to Himself. |
believe this finds resonance in our hearts because God designed us for
something bigger and better than ourselves.

Wehavea Ki ng and His name is Jesus. Heds come once, and
again. In the meantime He has delegated His Kingdom authority to His people
to do His work on earth. God is unlimited in His creativity and invites
uséyes, you and me é e v earlargeosharearswhat

D

e, into an e

4%
Q
—
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NT Intro
NOTES

Heds doing in the world today. L{ke Jesus, we can al so
see our Father doing (John 5:19).
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NT Intro
NOTES

2" Key: Glory of God

From the creating King of Genesis to the conquering King of Revelatio
the Bible reveals thabod has created mankindreceiveandradiate His
glory and to enjoy an intimate relationship with Him forever and ever. The
glory of God (the radiant splendor of His marvelous charactdis fame) is
the melody of the Bible from beginning to end. God sjoyed the mutual
love that existed between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit before time
began that God g@yintcregsianbl i co6 wi th Hi s

God created Adam in His image so that Adam could experienggdiyeof
God daily as he walked with God time cool of the day. But sin cut Adam off,
even though Godbds passiongldryeneres| re to display His fame
changed. God then snatched Abraham out of idol worship, made him Hig
friend and displayed Higlory when Abraham offered a sacrifice to@o

=]

When God brought I srael out from under Egyptés strong
glory that shattered the chains of slavery and set them free. God told the
|l sraelites to build a Taberngoyl e|for Him in the wildern
descended on it so that thidlar of fire by night and the cloud by day (the
radi ant splendor of Godods Movear acter) guided | srael for

experienced thglory of God so intimately that his own face shown with
G o ddbosy until it gradually faded.

We next glaydall dhthd témsple King Solomon built for God in
Jerusalem, and tigoryd we Il t t her e unt il |l srapl s wickedness was so
detestable that thglory of God departed. One of the saddest descriptions |n
the Bible is the description of tlgtory of God withdrawingrom the Temple
in stages, sl owl vy, reluctantl vy, as i f Godés heart is br
remove Higglory from sinful man.

For the next 600 year glorwentilesuwsr no mention of Godods

burstsonthe scene! TheGoda n i s t he pglandandthece| of God' s

exact representation of his being.o His disciples | ater
(Jesus) became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, thegloryof t he One and Onl yo ( Henb. 1:3, John 1:14). The ¢
that appeared dteetinglyin the OT now dwellpermanentlyin Jesusand in
His people (Eph. 3:21). GCodgédeddmands to figo publico wit
longing to know God intimately intersect fully in Christ, is now reflected
through His church, and will be permangrahjoyed in heaven (Rev. 21:23

The Bible appears like a symphony orchestra with the Holy Spirit as its

Toscanini. Since the sixtyix books of the Bible are all a product of a single
divine mind proclaiming His message, the full significance of each passag
only appears when itoés set in the context of all the re
read and study over a I|ifeti me, youdll be more and mor e

the different thoughts into a fuller harmony of the whole.

The messages in the Old Testament arenbnies, blending and building
into a crescendo of the most perfect music when the Son of God Himself
declares and reveals this God who has never before been fully seen. This is
what Jesus reveals. This is what the disciples on the Emmaus road
experiencedAfter Jesus explained how the Old Testament spoke of Him from
start to finish they responded, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"

Hearts on fire, burning with a love for God! Despivhat we see around u
today, Godds heart and character| has not changed at all
revelation of the Bible is of the eveeeking, everestoring God taking the
initiative to save and renew. He isestablishing relationship and infusing

2
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NT Intro
NOTES

ourh@arts again and again with a dijlvine revelation of  Hi m
for His glory and the unfulfilled longing of our hearts only serve to confir

our original calling and design. Our deepest need is still for God alone ag the

only satisfying Source dife.
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NT Intro
NOTES

Four Gospels

Have you ever asked yourself why there are four different, but non
contradictory, Gospels and not one? The simple answer is because God|willed
it so! But in addition, this is also powerful internal evidence to the historicijty
of the Gospls. If fouruninspired men had written separate, independent
accounts, we should expect real contradictions and inadvertent inaccuracies. If
four uninspired accounts had been writiarcollusion they would have taken
meticulous care to eliminate all sugariations as we have in the four Gospg
and to give us verbatim agreement.

The truth is that with perfect naturalness the Spirit of God led Matthew
Mark, Luke and John to pen for us four unique presentations of the Lord
Jesus. Each has its own emphasid is complete in itself, but all four
together comprise a full portrayal of the Glgldin, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Jesus is the Centerpiece of all ni story, so ités fittin
stir our interest, tepurour study and tsatisfyour lorging hearts with an
accurate picture of the historical Jesus. These four are like a modern day
barbershop quartet with their wonderful harmony uniting to produce a
complete and melodious whole.

Ezekiel 1:10 gives us a significant parallel, picturing fiwing creatures
with four faces, all created beings living near the throne of God. | believe|that
the four faces of each creature (man, lion, ox, and eagle, cp. R€&R). &6
meant to express to us the perfect balance of beings living near to God. Since
this pictures the image and |ikeness of the divine natu
that the four Gospels also portray Jesus, the Son of God incarnate, with these
same four characteristics. These are deliberate, and not merely decorative.

Thelion, the king ofthe beasts, represents power and regal majesty and was
the emblem of the tribe of Judah, the royal tribe of Isidatthewhighlights
Jesus as the Messighi n g , fithe Lion of the tiribe of Judah, the Roo
(Rev. 5:5) who has come to rule and reigor instanceonly in Matthew 1)
the genealogy goes back from Abraham through David and 2) foreign
dignitaries, the Magi, came to find and worship the King of the Jews.

Theoxis the emblem of lowly service amdark is preeminently the Gospe
ofacton(he characteristic word is fAijlmmedi atelyodo), depicting
Servant come to serve and suffer| (with no geneal ogy and
birth, fitting for a servant).

Themanrepresents intelligence and purpdsekei s t he Gospel of Jesusd
manhoodJesus came to share His life with us and sympathize with us injour
need (the genealogy goes back to Adam, the first man, and many huma
el ements of Jesus®6 bionlyihLukepatbngiwithy hood are descri bed
more mention of prayer and the ministry bétSpirit).

An eaglerepresents the heavens, mystery and transcendkriueasrites a
generation after the other three Gospels (called the synoptic Gospels since
they agree extensively in language and content). Tr@o$pel portrays Jesus
astheSonotod (Johnés figeneal ogyo goes back before the first
eternity past!) Jesus is the Word, God manifest in the flesh (John 1:1, 14| 18).

Matthewwrote for theHebrewmind with heavy reference to the OT
Scripture (41 quotationsMark, writing fromP et er 6 s per spective, wrote for
theRomanmind. Dr.Luke the traveling companion of Paul, wrote for the
Greekmind. John the one who laid his head on the chest of Jesus, wrote for
thewhole world All four are necessary for a complete picture of the most
radi ant person ever, Jesus, who fis th
representation of his beingd (Hep. 1:3

S

e radiance of God
) .
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Matthew
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadMatthewone time.
C Wwriteoutonee sponse under @AMy Response to His Revelation.o

Central Message

Jesus is the Messiah, the promised King, the fulfillment of the Old
Testament and also of our lives.

Author, Date & Place

Although this Gospel does not specifically identify its author, thky ea
church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew (who was also called
Levi, Mark 2:14), one of the 12 Apostles, was the author of this Gospel.
Matthew was a Jewish tax collector for the Roman government. Because he
collaborated with the hated Romaonquerors, his fellow Jews despised
Matthew and the other tax collectors as traitors. Matthew, whose name means
Aigi ft of the Lord, o responded i mmediately to Christds s
Him and then threw a party to introduce His colleagues to J8s%3).

Early church tradition held that this was the first Gospel written, indicatjng
a date between A.D. 50 and 65, prior to the destruction of the temple in A.D.
70 by the Roman commander Titus since this event is still viewed as futyre
(24:2). More reently, some recent critical scholars have hypothesized that
both Matthew and Luke draw extensi ely from Markds Gosp
|l ater, after Markébés Gospel had c¢c|rcul ated for a period

Background & P urpose

Matthew is a great place to begin reagin the NT since Matthew reveals
Jesus as the coming together in final form of themes and movements that had
been set in motion in the OT. The OT ends with the great themes of sacrifice,
covenant, kingdom, glory, and propheagyfulfilled, like an unfinisked
symphony. Many religious Jews of th& dentury wanted to know who this
Jesus was. Was He truly the promised King, the Messiah, the Anointed Qne,
the Christ foretold in their Scriptures (our Old Testament)? So Matthew was
written to Jews to prove tosilewish readers that Jesus is their promised
Messiah and King. Matthew used the wérd i n g Sbdimes and quoted
the OT more than the other Gospel writers (including the characteristic phrase
it hat it mi Rhirmes, :82; Z:16;12:07; 2:28:84d8017; 12:17;
13:35; 21:4; 26:56; 27:9; 27:35).

AMatthew tells the story in such a way that not only i
to us completed in Jesus; we are completed in Jesus. Every day we wakg up in
the middle of something that is already goimg that has been going on for a
l ong ti meé. We are neither accideptal nor incidental to
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provides the comprehensive conte
salvation completed in Jesus, and all the parts of oudivesrk, family,
friends, memories,dreath@a | so compl eted i n Jesg
briefing, background, reassuranc
of seeing Jesus as a mere diversion from the concerns announced in the
newspapers. Nothing could be furthey im t h e The Messaged (

The very structure of the book into five divisions (like the Pentateuch)
al so suggest Matthewds purpose t
the Law. The whole Gospel is woven around five great discoursgsi(h
13, 18, 2425) and each division is sandwiched between narrative stories
concludes with the formuldi and when Jesus ha(d28g
11:1, 13:53, 19:1, 26:1). The fi
presenting the Gospel asewnTorah and Jesus as a new and greater Mos
and the Church as Godds new peop
life, also note the increasing time He spent with His disciples, the men ar
method Jesus used to impact the known world with the Glevds.fi J e s U
di scipled the few to reach the m

Read & Reflect

PROLOGUE: Birth & Boyhood of King Jesusi 1:1-2:23

1. First Division 7 3:1-7:29
A. NARRATIVE (action): Preparation of King Jesus i 3:1-4:25

B. DISCOURSE (words to disciples & crowd): Life in the Kingdom
5:1-7:29

2. Second Divisioni 8:1-10:42
A. NARRATIVE (action): Power of King Jesusi 8:1-9:38

B. DISCOURSE (words to 12): Training for the Kingdom- 10:1-42

3. Third Division 1 11:1-13:53
A. NARRATIVE (action): Rejection of King Jesusi 11:1-12:50

Matthew

NOTES
xt by which we see all
usé. We get orientatio
pé. Lacking such a conte
nay
0 demonstrate that Jesu

and

nded these sayingso
vefold division may be
es

e. As Jesus reaches th
d

s

any. o
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Matthew
NOTES
B. DISCOURSE (words to crowd): Growth of the Kingdomi 13:1-52

4. Fourth Division 1 13:5318:35
A. NARRATIVE (action): Mission of King Jesus’i 13:5317:27

B. DISCOURSE (words to disciples): Fellowship in the Kingdoni
18:1-35

5. Fifth Division T 19:1-25:46
A. NARRATIVE (action): Journey & arrival of King Jesus i 19:1-
23:39

B. DISCOURSE (words to disciples): Consummation of the Kingdom
1 24:1-25:46

6. Final Passion Narrative (action)i 26:1-28:15
A. Betrayal & mock trials of King Jesusi 26:1-27:32

B. Crucifixion & deat h of King Jesusi 27:32-66

C. Resurrection of King Jesus 28:1-15

EPILOGUE: Commissioning by King Jesusi 28:16-20
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Matthew
NOTES

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucketo
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Assignment

C First read the following paragraphs of introduction ameother
introduction.

C ReadMatthewone time.
C Write out one response under

Central Message

Jesus

Author, Date & Place

Although

Background & Purpose

Matthew i

Read & Re flect

PROLOGUE: Birth & Boyhood of King Jesus i 1:1-2:23

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

i N

hy

Matthew 5 -7

Response

t

o

NOTES

Hi s
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Matthew 5 -7
NOTES

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucketo
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Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadMark one time.

C Write out one response under il

Central Message

Jesus, the Servant, comes as a man of power and actioe, ot or e
Edenintent by providing salvation and raising a remnant of diggles to
continue His ministry.

Author, Date & Place

Although there is no direct internal evidence of authorship, the only nal
ever attached to the second Gospel is that of Mark. Early sources sugge
John Mark was a close associate of Peter (Patért s hi m hi s
5:13), and Mark recorded Peteros
communities, striving for accuracy but not a tightly connected, strictly
chronological narrative.

Some modern critical scholars date Mark after tHeofalerusalem in A.D.
70 since they deny predictive prophecy (Mark 13:2), which is unnecessa
since the Lord can predict the future. If Acts must be dated arouf8,Gind
if the Gospel of Luke, the companion volume to Acts, preceded Acts, the
Gosrpel of Mark must be even earlier, since Luke apparently used Mark a
of his sources in writing his Gospel. Many solid scholars date Mark in the
5006s or p thesfisst Gospgl wribtén OMark probably wrote from
Rome since John Mark wrote for ar@iée audience (Mark interpreted
Aramaic words, 3:17; 5:41; 7:11; 7:34; 14:36; 15:22, and used Latin worg
fexecutionero in 6:27 and fApenny

Background & purpose

John Mark was the son of Mary, a woman whose home was a gatherin
place for Chrigans in Jerusalem and perhaps the location of the upper ro
for the Last Supper (Acts 12:12; Mark 14:18). John Mark returned to
Antioch with Barnabas after the famine visit (Acts 12:25), and had the
privilege of accompanying Barnabas and Paul on @f&missionary journey,
although he deserted the team early in the trip (Acts 13:13). Because of {
Paul refused to take Mark on th& thissionary journey, so he went with his
cousin Barnabas to Cyprus (Acts 15488 Col. 4:10). About a dozen years
later John Mark was with Paul in Rome (Col. 4:10; Philemon 24), and Pa
sent for him during his"?imprisonment just before his execution, stating t
Mar k fAis helpful to me in my min

Mark is the action Gospel, simple, concise, anadanned, yet a vivid,
dynamic and exciting account portraying Jesus as a man of action and p

Mark

NOTES

My Response to

Godos

me
st that

fisono, 1
preaching

Pet .

n the
5 one

12:42).

his,

hat

stryo (2 Ti m.

ower,

Hi
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s Reve

Jesus

c11) .

NT Companion

Page 19

Jim Fredericks, 2012



2. JesusServes 1:14-8:30

especially appealing to the Roma
by thematically connecting together a series of little stories. His Gospebh
lengthy introduction and emphasizes what Jelsdisather than what Hsaid
as Mark moves quickly from one e
il mmedi atelyo is a distinctive ¢
and variously fitTaamedatneéeel yjad dnga
There are only 2 fewer miracles in Mark than in either Matthew or Mark (
other synoptic Gospels), even though Mark is much shorter. Mark is,
therefore, a short, pithy manual to train informal missionaries toduiis
Kingdom no matter how high the cost.

Si nce Mar k6 chrogielandf siosies everyoaesknew, not as th
creatorof them, be alert to the sequence of stories that Mark masterfully
weaves together to unfold the progress of key themegydiigraphy(Mark
begins in Galilee and e mibistyiha
growing vision of whalesuss; experiencing a growing concept of
discipleship . The t wof ol d-purpbse (Mark 10d5) wa3,e 9
first, to die for His peopléwhich only He could do) and, second, to disciple
remnant in order to reach the lost world (which we are also called to
reproduce). Because Jesus knew Hispifiepose, attack or resistance did ng
sidetrack him.

I'tds al so i nt er ediffeiem gaydtlmat Jesastresponde
to the three major classes of people, the crowd, the Jewish religious lead
and His disciples. Jesus invested an increasing amount of time to recruit
and depl oy His
with a call to His disciples. Note also the passages on discipleship that al
from Jesusdé three predictions-of
purpose of raising up emerging leaders is also an important part of why h
withdrew so often (specifically mentioned in 4:34, 7:17, 9:30 as if it were

Jer

di sciplessufsofeinesankceqgi mach

Mark
NOTES

He races breathl ess

- o
-
el
> o
S T
oo =
~— = —h
~ 0
mr—F

usal em; Jesusd unfol di

uso6 Iif

a

e

bt

ad Mar k h
ers,

train

t

section in
rise
Hi s
e
a

death in AJesus Sc

pattern in order to talk in more depth with His disciplésl e sus di sci pl ed t he
few to reach the many. o
Read & Reflect
1. Prol ogue: Jesuso6 PhigpBratijon for Ministry

No genealogyruncated temptation; Mark launches directlairtion

15 of the 18 miracles in Mark are in this section.
Sections begin with calling disciples, emerging leaders.

A. Snowballing popularity in early Galilean ministry i 1:13-3:12

B. Undermining resistance in late Galilean ministryi 3:13-6:6a
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C. Withdrawals from Galilee with His disciplesi 6:6b-8:30

(Jesus aské&Mawkds Ami-B: &) pas s a

3. JesusSchoolsi 8:31-10:52
Sections begin with prediction of He&ath on His way to Jerusalem

A. 1%tMention - Discipleship training, on the movei 8:31-9:29

B. 2" Mention - Discipleship training, Galilee to Perea 9:30-10:31

C. 3 Mention i Discipleship Training, to Jerusalem- 10:3210:52

4. JesusSacrificesi 11:1-16:20
Jesus sacrifices for us by th

A. Attack Popular entry into Jerusalemi 11:1-11:26

B. Counterattack Escalating opposition from leaders 11:27-12:44

C. Attack Preparing disciples for future ministry 7 13:1-14:41

D. Counterattack Arrest, mock trials, & death 1 14:42-15:28

ge

e

Mark
NOTES
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Mark
NOTES

E. Attack Resurrection & commissioning of troopsi 16:1-20

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucket o
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Luke
NOTES

Luke

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction anéother
introduction.

C ReadLukeone time.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Jesus, the perfect Man among men, fulfills His Syginitpowered mission
to regore life to those who believe.

Author, Date & Place

Theaut hor 6 s notappear indhe thigl Gospelyk, structure and
language however pffer convincing evidence that the same person wrote
both Luke and Acts (seéorshigisadsoi ntroduction). Lukebs aut
supported by the uniform testimony of early Christian writings. Luke was
probably a Gentile by birth, well educated in Greek culture, a physician by
profession, a traveling companion of the apostle Paul in many of his jourpeys
and a dear ahloyal friend who remained with Paul after others had deserted
him (Col. 4:14, Acts 16:10; 2 Tim. 4:11).

Two schemes are suggested for the dating of Luke. Recent critical scholars

who assume that Luke used Markds| Gospel as one of his s
own account date the third Gospe in the A.D. 700s Ot h
out that Luke wrote his Gospel prior to Acts (tHélume of his history),

which he probably wrote during Pauldéds first Roman i mpr.i

63. Since Luke wasinCaes ea dur i ryegarifmisohn@estint wp
Rome (Acts 27:1), he would have had ample opportunity during that time| to

conduct the thorough investigation he mentionsirdl:l | n t hi s| case, Lukeos
Gospel may be dated around A.D-&R

Background & Purpose

Luke leaves nothing in doubt regarding his purpose for writing. Luke was
commissioned by the Holy Spirit to provide a thorough, meticulous and
orderly account of the life and ministry of Jesus ChHi& useceyewitnesses
as his primary sources (Luke 14} Its intent is to give all believers the
assurance that Christianity is not one of many speculative systems searghing
for theological or ethical value€hristianity isa movemenintegrallybound

up with events in history. But in accomplishing this, euks Go s p e | is no dry,
academic document. It sparkles with life and vitality!
Lukebs Gospel is addressed to an unknown man named The

(meani ng #f.ritweuld daveodisplaGed théddisconnected and ill
founded extrebiblical reports about Jesgirculating at that time. Luke is a
Greek who wrote the story of Jesus for other Gentiles. He takes great effort to
provide explanations for various Jewislstoms and feasts in his Gospel.
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Luke periodically substitutes Greek equivalents for Hebrew naareb
seldom quotes the OT. He al so
man, Adam.

i Mo st

t s

of wus,
Ot hers seem to be so confident, 5
theropes,bd hands in a cl|l ub f TheMessadei ¢
One way we respond to théense of abandonmers to form our own club.
AAt | east now | have a place whet
appr e c Buathemmnk.thing all clubs have common is that they are
exclusive. We pay a terrible price for keepirepple out. dwhere is this
more tragic than when itds done

Jesus would have none of that exclusiveness! He chose an outsider, the

Gentile doctor Luke, to wieé the Book of Luke to demonstrate the universdl

e

n

nature of the Good News. Jesus includes those who typically were treatgd as

outsiders by the religious estab
laborers (sheepherders), the racially different (Samaritanskeltg@usly

i shment

unfit (prostitutes and tax collectors), widows, and the poor. His compassipn

for the suffering and grieving, the despised and the outbasipst and the
least,is brought into clear view because the Kingdom is not a dlhb
Family of Godand Kingdom of God isclusive, open through faith to the
whole world.

Jesus does not just invite us to belong, however, pdaricipateand to
partnerwith Him in His ongoing ministry to the lost artde last Jesusnvites
and equips, empowers areleaseslis 15t century apprentices, developing an
infrastructure of | eaders in orde
wedre called to do. As Dr. Luke s
perfect manhood of Jesus (without denying His Deitygudés the Second
Man, the Firstborn of a new race
in Genesis vhen He created us as imagearersTherefore, prayer and the
ministry of the Spirit of Godo andthroughHim stand out prominently
because 3uis lived as a man, just like we need to.

Luke begins and ends his Gospel onthe highnoyagt nd it 6 s
in between (1:4817; 24:5253; 15). According to Acts 10:38, the Holy Spiri
is the source of \doeds(oreachindgand teachirfg thé

r
k e

t

a

mi ni stry

Kingdom of God) anavorks(His miraculous deeds that are the calling card of

the Kingdom). God uses Luke to call and empower Hiscghturyfollowers
for the very sam mission to the lost, aritle least around us.

Read & Reflect

1. Bith & Babyhood (NG6820 News O

2. Jesusd Mission Stat eme20-511(

Luke uses geographical changes to point to key missional principles.

A. JORDON i Empowered & Affirmed as the 2 Man i 3:21-37
Begins with a place with water.

B. DESERT i Led by the Spirit into a Clash of Kingdomsi 4:1-13

A CesS

mostodmifsthesti We, ddpeeét
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h

sur e
we

t h
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Luke
NOTES
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Luke
NOTES

Continues with a place of solitude.

C. NAZARETH i Commissioned to Restore Life to thd.ost & LeastT
4:14-30

D. CAPERNAUM 7 Preached the Word Evidenced by Kingdom
Works 1 4:31-41

E. SOLITARY PLACE 1 Fueled His Life Through Solitude with His
Fatheri 4:42-44
Continues with a place of solitude.

F. LAKE GENESSARET 71 Recruited, Trained, & Deployed Leaders
& Laborers i 5:1-11
Ends with a place with water.

3. The Galilean MiniBx1I-g50( Al n| the Spirito)

A. Jesus Recruits, Trains & Deploys Leaders & Laborers for His
Word-Works Ministry 1 5:12-9:17

B. Culmination of Galilean Ministry, Human & Divine Affirmation i
9:1850

4. The Journey to Jer usi®dbelmM4( AiHe set His faceo)

A. Jesus Develops His Apprentice (1 Lament Over Jerusalem)i
9:51-13:35

B. Jesus Develops His Apprentices {2Lament Over Jerusalem)i
14:1-19:44
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Luke
NOTES

5. His Final Day sdo KiAlTlh iTH9:46-85%53 he hei'r
A. TRAGEDY 1 Before His Arresti 19:45-22:53

B. TRAGEDY 1 After His Arrest i 22:54-23:56

C. TRIUMPH 1 After His Resurrectioni 24:1-53

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucket o
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John

I I NOTES
Assignment
C First read the following paragraphs of introduction,

Gop e |  dldwdnternational Bible Dictionarypp. 531536.
C ReadJohnone time.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Jesus6 story is told so that we|will put our faith in
God and so expemee life in Christ and fellowship with other believers.

Author, Date & Place

Like the other three Gospels, the fourth Gospel is anonymous. Yet in a

curious way this Gospel Isssanonymous than the other three because the

writer identifies himself severali mes, the | ast as pthe disciple whom Jesu
l ovedo (21 :-28,08:1516)19:2627128:28223.:7). The writer

was one of the twelve, ev2B)nThefonhbe c [ i ning next todo Jesus (

two disciplesnotnamed in this book are the sons of Zebedames and John.
James can not be the author since he died an early death at the hands of Herod
Agrippa (Acts 12:2), but the author survived even Peter (21:19). Early
tradition also supports the authorship of the Apostle John, probably written
between A.D 8595 after he took up residence at Ephesus in Asia. Critica
scholars have not been able to present any evidence that demolishes this well
established position.

Background & purpose

The Apostle John and his brother James, along with Peter and hig brothe
Andrew, were fishermen, the first four disciples called by Jesus (Mark 1:16
20). John and his brother want to call down fire on a village and earn theititle
from Jesus of ASons of Thundero Luke 9:54; Mark 3:17).
be seat edghtam leflie theuconding Kingdom (Mark 10:3%).
Only John, James and Peter are w|{th Jesus when Jairusb
from the dead (Mark 5:37), on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mark 9:2), and
at a distance with Him in Gethsemane (Mark 14:33). Andoins the three
with some private questions about the end times on the Mount of Olives
(Mark 13:3). Because John knew the high priest, he was also present at the
trial of Jesus (18:14.6) and at the foot of the cross where he accepted
responsibility forJ e s us 6 mo t h-27). Johindwashone oflte firgt &
see the empty tomb (208) and to recognize the risen Christ (224).
Partially because he knew Him so well, John did not shrink from proclaiming
thatthis Jesus of history was and is God Hatisome in the flesh.

Why did John write this Gospel? During the hedintury or so since Jesus
had ascended, various infectious heresies surrounding the person of Christ
began to spread and the purity and power of the church was threatened (see
ABackmgd o& Purposed in Revelation). There was an urgent
someone to speak, someone who had the authority of an apostle and who also
knew Jesus intimately. John was the man God chose. The other three Gpspels
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John
NOTES

are mainly concer ne thGalleda Johndastittleltoor dds mi ni st ry
say about His Galilean ministry (212; 4:4354; 6:1). Instead he describes
Jesusd ministry in Judea and amp|ifies on His |l ast week
more of Jesusd actual words tlbhais| any of the other three
a Gospel apart.

Seven miraculousigns(2:1-11; 4:4654; 5:29; 6:413; 6:1621; 9:17;
11:144) , seven power ful Al amodo dec|] arations (6:35; 8:12;
11:25; 14:6; 15:1), and six Jewish feast days (three Passovers, 2:13, 6:4
11:55, om Feast of Tabernacles, 7:2, one Feast of Dedication, 10:22, and one
unnamed feast, 5:1, perhaps a Passover) are intertwined in this magnificent
book. These al|l point to Jesus %s the fulfillment of al
Feast o ( seve@odimnthefleshpHe &amb of 89d, born to die
as the sacrifice for human sin so that all who believe can be restored to
intimacy with the Father as a new creation (20:31). John calls the seven
miraclessigns usingsignsin a technical sense in his bo@dksignpoints
beyond itself to something else, in this case, Someone, to the identity of Jesus
as the Christ.

The writings of the apostle John are chronologically the last five books|of
the Bible written. John wrote three different styles of literatuseai
evangelishe wrote his Gospel so that we might believe in Jesus and enter into
life. As apastorhe wrote 1, 2, and 3 John so that we would love one another
and gain assurance of our life in Christ. AsraphetJohn wrote Revelation
sothatwemight i ve in troubled times by
soon coming. Johndés style is dir
such a depth, richness and vitality becalesuds his focus. John is
contemplative, and presents truths as theyecby perception rather than
merely by reasoned conclusion. H
of truth in ourresponding tandexperiencingruth, rather than merely in our
statingtruth. As you read John, therefore, note the attack/coutatekanotif.
Howdo people respond (many very negatively) as Jesus teaches/dialogs and
performs miracles (His words and|works)? Jesus is the ¢
writings and His claims demand a personal response, not just mental assent.

John wrote intdis pluralistic age that had forced the church to the fringg,
relegating Chr i st in#sreyesThe Spidt ofiGodguidgchi f i canceé
John and brought to the forefront of his heart what was essential in timeg like
these (14:25). John reveals thatdszommunicated in the only way we coul
truly understand: by becoming on of us. Jesus is the A
sum of all that God wanted to say to us, the answer to the deepest needs in our
lives personally, in His people corporately, and in ouretgainiversally.
John simply asks us to experience this reality through faith in Christ and pass
it on to other s i-basedgstyledfimmistgytonlastandnal , 0 | ove
needy world. Talk abougignificance!What could possibly be more
significart to pour our lives into than King Jesus and His Kingdom?

Read & Reflect

Prologue: The New Creationi 1:1-2:11
A. The Word Became Flesh 1:1-18
B. Seven Days Revisited Jesus revealed as Lamb of God 1:19-2:11

1. 15'Feast- Passover (return to Galilee) 2:12-4:54 (2:13
marker)
A.Ailn 3 days | i&wi2P§ raise it upQq
B. AiYou must bei3d@8lrn againo

o <«
>

esusod power in the I
t plain (very sim

D

4%
(@}
(%]

al so practical, and

A D
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John

NOTES
C. Al rejoice that the iBR23@egroom wil |l increaseo
D. il am the gifi4dled2 |1 iving waterlo
E. iBelieve! Ybad354son | iveso
2"d Feast- Unnamed Feast (Rssover?) (healing of
paralytic) 7 5:1-47 (5:1 marker)
A. Sign pointing to Jesus 5:1-9
B. Response from the Jew$ 5:10-18
C. Teaching from Jesus 5:19-47
3dFeasti Passover ( fiBir6d-Ald6:4donfarker)i f e 0 )

A. Sign pointing to Jesug 6:1-21
B. Dialog with crowd/Jews & responsd 6:22-59
C. Dialog with His disciples & responsé 6:60-71

4" Feast- The Feast of Tabernacles (streams of water &
Good Shepherd) 7:1-10:21 (7:2 marker)

A. Dialog #1 (with brothers) & responsegl 7:1-10

Dialog #2 (with Jews) & responsé 7:11-36

Dialog #3 (with crowd) & response’ 7:37-53

Dialog #4 (with scribes & Pharisees) and responge8:1-11
Dialog #5 (with people) and response 8:12-59

Dialog #6 (re man born blind) and responsé 9:1-41

Dialog #7 (with Pharisees) and response10:1-21

G@mMmoOOw

5 Feast- Feast of Dedication (Raising Lazarus) 10:22-
11:54 (10:22 marker)

A. Dialog with Jews and rejectioni 10:22-41

B. Sign pointing to Jesus 11:1-44

C. Response of faith and feaf 11:4554

6" Feasti Pointing to Passover (preparation) 11:5512:50
(11:55 marker)

A. Response of many 11:5557

B. Response of Maryi 12:1-11

C. Response of the crowd 12:12-19

D. Dialog with Greeks, crowd and Jews & responsé 12:20-50

7" i F e aislesus Fulfills All Temporary Typesi 13:1-
20:28 (13:1 marker)

A. Jesus instructsabout the new creationi 13:1-16:33
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Epiloguei 20:29-21:25
A.

B.
C.
D. Appendixi 21:24-25

My Response toHis Revelation

Questions for Future Study
oODeut eronomfy BuTk2t

Jesus prays to His Father for His new creatiofi 17:1-26
Jesus is arrested|l18tl%lbedo and
Jesus dies as Lamb of God to bring about a new creatiori9:17-41

Jesus raises from the dead, providingternal life 7 20:1-28

The purpose for writing i 20:29-31
The miracle of 153 fishi 21:1-14
Jesus and Peter 21:1523

Key Themes

sentenced

John
NOTES
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John 1317

Assignment

C First read the following paragr
Go s p e | New International Bible Dictionarypp. 531536.

C ReadJohnone time.
C Write out one response under i\

Central Me ssage

Jesusbd6 story is told so that we
God and so experience life in Christ and fellowship with other believers.

Author, Date & Place

Like

Background & purpose

The

Read & Reflect

Prologue: The New Creationi 1:1-2:11
My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29

John 13 -17
NOTES

aphs of introducti on,

My Response to His Reve

wi || put our faith in

Bucket o
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John 13 -17
NOTES
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AcCts
NOTES

Acts

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadActsone time.
C Wwriteoutonerespane under @My Response |to His Revelation. o

Central Message

Godds Ki ngdom a n dlob&hpand nunyericellthpoagh d
Spirit-empowered witnesses testifying abthe resurrection afesus Christ.

Author, Date & Place

Al t hough t he a ottappearidtbe thirchGospel,dathest/le, n

structure and language offer convincing evidence that the same person wrote

both Luke and Acts. AiThe former accounto of Acts 1:1 is
Lukebs Gospel aduménbrativdseriedseginniogfwitha w0

Jesus of Nazareth and moving on to its development as a worldwide
communityembracing all impartially. Both are addressed to the same person,
Theophil us ( me a n The Booliof Actis eontains ceftainGp d 0 )
secti ons whaeanouais tisbddActS WBEly; 2@:515; 21:118;
27:1-28:16), indicating that the author was with Paul when those events

occurred. Lukebdbs authorship is also supported by the un
early Christian writingsl t 6 s gener al | ye qawcecleip tveals tpheatndadci s AfAs
around AD.61#6 3, during the time of Paul dés imprisonment in Ro

Book of Acts ends so abruptly.

Backg round & P urpose

The Book of Acts is a narrative describing how tPiedntury disciples
under st oife dnddeahs regsréctioh and ascensiomhey were filled
with the resurrected life of Jesus, commissioned with His-@eeh
authority, anointed with the Spirit, and thrust out to partner with the Triun
God on His epic adventure to restore intimacy with His FafftexBook of
Acts isstructured around summary statements that descrilexgansiorof
the churchin six wavesIn Acts, the TrinitarianGod birthsinto existencea
whole new communitpf individuals in mission

A key interpretive lens is 1:1. Actsfisa b alluihat Jesus began to do an
t o t e\Mhat desus began, His disciples continued, and like their Mase
bothit e ac hi n g Aatsitiirustd wsicantinuatly outward and forward
in everwidening concentric circles. One good outline of Acts, based&n 1
looks at the expansion to Jerusalem (4813), to Judea and Samaria (8:4
12:24) and to the uttermost parts of the world (12831).My preferenceas
to view Acts as six forward movingaveso f Godo6s presenjice through His
people, each concluding withsummary verse of growth as brilliant literary
markers (6:7, 9:31, 12:24, 16: 5, 19:20, 288ith additional growth verses

(1]

=

NT Companion Page 33 Jim Fredericks2012



in9: 42, 13:49 and 16:5; or alter
moving scenes; see Fee and Stewdoty To Read th Bible For All Its
Worth, for tips on the outline)Acts describes the birth of the church that
began as a small Jewish group in a remote corner of the world and grew
through persecution and faithful withessing to embrace the whole world,
and Gentilealike.

Acts also sets the stage for the correspondence to the etamrchunities
that make up the rest of the New Testament

Tentative NT Time Line

AD AD AD AD
91-54 99-98 60-62 63-69

15-18 1911 28

AD
30-36

1-12

AD
4750

13-15

AD
67-68

AD
89-0%5

Acty

Expansion
Under
Persecution

Paul's 1st

Journey

Paul's 2nd

Journey

Paul's 3rd

Journey

Paul's 1st
Jailing

Paul's 4th

Journey

Paul's 2nd
Jailing

Terusalem
Church

Luke

Acts IMatthew

____________________ John

Books

Historical

1 Cormth.
2 Cormth.
Romans

1 Thess Ephesians

2 Thess

Colossians
Philippians

Galatians

Paul to
Churches

Philemon 1 Timothy Titus 2 Timothy

Paul to
Leaders

Jude
2 Peter
Hebrews

1 Tohn
2-3 John
Revelation

James 1 Peter

General
Lefters

fBecause the
a language we can understand! God acting in ways thaahédlelp and sav
us!d there is a danger that we will be impressed, but only be impressed.
the spectacular dimensions of this story slowly (or suddenly) dawn upon
we could easily become enthusiastic spectators, and then let it gadat that
becomeadmier s of Jesus, generous wi-t
moments inspired to i nTheMessageph2BOm.

Luke wonét | et the story of Jes
demonstrates t hat wardwnkssnidsios comiguesr e
essentially unchangdécts 1:1) As the unnamed disciples (people like yol
and me) were scattered, they shared the Good News of the Kingawondin
andworksand saw the church expanded from Jerusalem, ultimately
throughouthe world sl tLbukeds task in Acts
mere spectatoréf we simply enjoy our awesome privilegasd Godgiven
authorityin Christ, but in some way are blinded to the responsibility and |
of continuing the remarkable mission of Jesus tdadagartnering with the
most awesome Being in the univereew does that help? If you miss
everything else, dondt miss that
ongoing, global ministry to his or her own generation in essentially the sa
way thatJesus Himself ministered and modeled (Acts 1:8,10:38 John
20:21).

Of the 13 usages in the NT of t
translation), 11 are in the Book of Acts, pointing to the unity the Spirit fus
into His people (Ephesians 4:3herelationalTriune God, théiTeamof-
Threed (Father, Son, and Spiritiyorkedthrought he uni ty an
Familya n d &m:gdons ThisrelationalGodis the crucial factor in the

1
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Book of Acts, just as He is our lives At every key juncture, invery key
person, thdriune Godplays the absolutely leading rads He initiates to
maintain the unity of His people in expansiéwcording to Luke, all of this

forward movement di d .ritbappemhed lpepaese Gady

willed it andpartneed with available men and women.and through us

today, God is writingHis-story asii A ¢ t <o oBr@eneration through the
wisdom and power of th&riune God How are you partnering to expand the
reaches of the Kingdoand Familyof Godto all people goup®?

Read & Reflect

PROLOGUE: Acts 1:1-11

1. 1*Wavei Birth & Early Growth in the Jewish Church of
Jerusalem (Jerusalem) 1:12-6:7

2. 27%Wavei Expansion to the MfANeart
6:8-9:31

3. 39Wavei Expansion to the NorJews (Syrig T 9:32-12:24

4. 4" Wavei Expansion Westward to Gentile Lands (Asia)

12:2516:5

y

AcCts

NOTES
mands design
Jewso (Samari a)
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AcCts
NOTES

5. 5" Wavei Further Expansion Westward into the Gentile
World (Europe) 1 16:6-19:20

6. 6" Wawei Expansion Westward to Rome, the Gentile
Capital (Rome)i 19:21-28:31

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucket o
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Romans
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadRomangwo times.
C Wwrittoutmme response under fAMy Resplonse to His Revelation.

Central Message

The righteousness of God gifted to a sinner through faith in Jesus Christ
alone, joining him/her instantly to the Commurn®pd andtcGod 6 s pleopl e
as a new creation.

Author, Date & Place

The internal and external evidence supports Paul édés aut
and no voice from the early church was ever raised against it. Romans
contains a number of historical references that agree with known facts of
Paul 6s | ife andofPdue doctrine is ypical

Because Paul had not yet been at Corinth on"hisi8sionary journey
when he wrote 1 Corinthians (cf. 1 Cor. 1@)land the collection issue was
still unresolved when he penned 2 Corinthians (2 G&), 8omans must
shortlyfollow the writingof both 1 and 2 Corinthians. Paul apparentigte
Romans during his 3 month stay in Corinth sometime in early Spring of A.D.
57 on his 3 missionary journey (Acts 20:2). He was about to complete the
collection of the offering from the young churchdé<zoeece and Asia Minor
and return with the gifts to the impoverished church at Jerusalem {28)25

Background & P urpose

Chrysostum, an influential early Christian leader, called Romans the
ACat hedr al .0He re@ditrtwice per veeakiintthatler part of his
life. Romans could possibly be the most powerful document ever written.| It
has dramatically impacted the lives of other giants of the faith like Augustine,

Martin Luther, John Wesley and JohnBungamnd maybe you can add your
name to thidist.

Since Romans is commonly considered the greatest exposition of Christian
doctrine ever written, | urge you to set a goal to master the book of Romans.
Become so well acquainted with its content that you can think your way
through the entire book thi your eyes closed. John Calvin, the reformer, said
AFor when anyone understands thi
to the understanding of the whol

Normally Paul dictated his letters to answegentquestions aroused by
specific ércumstances in the churches he had founded, Benlgh,had
nothing to do with founding the church at Rome. Ronsasds on a unique
plane alongwith Ephesiansas largely independent of any immediate set gf
driving circumstance®oth are, thereforesloquent, carefully stated, well

pi s
cri

i e he has a pas
ri u C

_‘_
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Romans
NOTES

developed, Spiit nspi red expositions of Plaul és theological think
the finest pieces of theological writing ever penridtky are botlalive and
vibrant, caring and compassionateyealing asweeping scope dffie heart of
God sincebeforecreation in Genesis 1 and 2 and the Fall in Genesis 3.

In Romans, however, Paul writes with a thfelel purpose that impacts the
organized sequence of his thougliiphesiand ays out Goddés | i felong pl an
for growth on our jarney.Ephesianstherefore, begins with a vision of God
and redeemed humanity that fries our circuits, answering the three most
essential questions of life in the ordEphesiansvas wr i tten t o hel p Godés
peoplewalkin the fullness of His abundand@ (vla krépeated five times in
the last three chapters). Paul exposes many of our Christian approaches
growth today as macentered and inadequaRy contrastRomandegins
with fallen man in the hopelessness of their sin. Why?

But why write this lettenow, over a quarter of a century after this
magnificent Gospel had first been preached in the Roman world?

Paul wroteRomansas aMissionary.One of Paul 6s dreams had al ways
been to preach in this key city of Rome (Acts 19:21; Rom.-18)3Paul, the
master strategist, was gripped by a vision of the regions beyond. Like a great
commander he had an eye for the layout of spiritual terrimylhad planted
reproducing churches in strategic cities of commerce in the eastern
Mediterranean basifor the las twenty-five years. He was about to bid his
primary missions base in Ephesus an emotional farewell (Acts-38)13
After his reconciling pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Paul wanted to spend somge
time in Rome before evangelizing Spain. The time was ripe to teaifresh
campaign in the virgin spiritual soil out west. Since Paul worked with teams,
He would need a strategic base of operations farther west. Rome was the best
possible base from which to launch out towards Spain (15:24; 2 Cor. 10:16).
So the letterd the Romans introduced Paul and his message, laying the
groundwork for a future, mutual partnerskijth Roman Christians to furthe
the Gospel from that beachhead westward.

Paul also wrote Romans a®astor. The churctat Rome was most likely
launched #er Pentecost by thosevi si t ors from Romeg (both Jews and
converts (Ads21Q).d@m thebeginning, then, metropolitan
Rome was a diverse church including both Jews and Gentiles, with the Jews
initially in the prominence. Although God freelgaepted Gentiles, the Jewish
Christians often struggled to.

Piecing together a bit of historical data helps lay a contexidstorPaul.
Paul is in the process of raising a financial offering for the impoverished
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. The dffgrwasbothan act of compassion
andalso an attempt to mend relationships between the Jewish and Gentile
wings of the Christian church to avoid a breach.

In A.D. 49, Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome because they
were constantly rioting at thastigation offi C h r e @nohalslyithe report
made by the Jewish majority, referring to Jewish Christians belong to Christ).
Acts 18:2 also refers to this event in reference to Aquilla and Prisgfitartly
after Claudius dies in A.D. 54 (Acts 16:3)w¥eapparently began returning t
Jerusalem

This series of events provides some helpful tips to a likely scenario. The
Jewish Christians were in prominence before A.D. 47 when they were
expelled. The Gentile Christians filled the gap since the primaryrgaige
strategy ideading as community build itself up (Ephesian 4:16). Now,
seven years later, Jewish Christians return to Rome and discover a
prominentlyGentilechurch. Imagine the tensio!My chur ch i|s radically
di f f eliketoday!, adhange isfot en unwel come, especially when itos

—h
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Romans
NOTES

forced on us and we have less prominence! Many commentators see thg
emphasis on the Jewigbentile question interwoven throughout Romans tg
heal this breach.

Paul begins historically with where each member of the thibegan their
|l ivesélost and separate from Chr|st, hopeless and hel pl
themselves. Both Jew and Gentile have an equal playing field. Weallere
lost and now we arall re-created humanity, united together in the Father, Son
and Spirit and with @&ch other, without distinction. This removes @ogsible
grounds for judgingd minor them throughout, 22 for Gentiles, 2:124 for
Jews, 14:115:7 for the church).

Paul also wrotRomansas aTheologian Rome was the greatest city in the
world at thatime, capital of the greateEmpire the world had ever seen. It
made sense that Paubwld carefully set down the very center and core of h
beliefto the RomansPaul, therefore, began with wheak of mankind is
historically, lost without Jesus Chsti. For Paul, this basic theology must be
the foundation for those thrust into missions. To make a distinction, Paul|is
notwriting as arevangelisto show how to present the Gospel. Otherwise,| he
would have been more likely to have handed them Ephedihag.
evangelized in thélicentury by beginning with God and His initiative to
restore intimacy through faith inpn Christ, rather than w

In Romans, Paul writes agleeologian,beginning where all of humanity.ig
In 1:183:20, Paul expsees all humanity as lost, helpless humanity from an
eternity of bondage. He then takes the wéthessed and devoutly believed
facts of the life and death, resurrection and ascension, of Jesus and points out
the Gospel implications in delivering the Idstim bondage and restoring
them asew creations in ChrisRomans was written to strengthen the church
at Rome through a fresh glimpse of the righteousness of God available to His
re-created humanityhrough faith in Jesus Christ

This is noivory toweracademiaput exuberant and passionate thinking gn
fire! Paul writes practically, as a hards pastor,a practicingmissionary and
also as d@heologian Notice the unique way that this brilliant practioner puts
together the flow of Romans. Rapid readihgpigh Romans quickly
discloses the large number of questions that Paul asks, awéreanswering
guestions to a live group. Many of these questions (and specificaityh a t
then shall we sayip us off that Paul is answeriffiggquently asked questio
Paul heardthedeAQ6 s f requently as he planted churches as a miss
pastor. So, theAQ0 s aalivessionfrom his carefully reasonatiought
progressionThey arepurposeful and meaningful diversions, often giving us a
glimpse into his impasshed heart. When Paul returns to the main flow, he
often usesthewordt her wEagh @B ay , | 6m now returning. o

Conclusion:As we approach the letters of the NT, however, we must not
think of the writer sitting at his word processor carefully pofigheach
sentence. Paul had the habit of losing the thread of his argument because he
would become so excited about some aspect ofdddHis marvelous
revelation. Often he br&a out into exuberant worship before he even draws
his previous point to a logal conclusion. William Barclay gives ussight
into Paul b6s process dictating to|la secretary (Tert
Awe must think of him striding up and down some | i
torrent of words, while his secretary races to getrttdown. When Paul
composed his letters, he had in his mindbés eye a vision
was writing, and he was pouring out his heart to them in words that fell oyver
each other i n h(@WilaneBaglay/fRoneassy. xikxid). hel p o

S
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Romans

NOTES
Read & Reflect
PROLOGUE T 1:1-17

A. HsStory (Jesusd)

B. MyStory (Paul 6s)

SINT ALl | Are Under Godidlsl8F0ght eous Wr ath

OWhat is the state of mankind?6
A. The RecklessSinner (but light from nature) i 1:18-1:32

B. The Respectabl&inner (but light from conscience)i 2:1-16 ‘
C. The ReligiousSinner (but light from Scripture) i 2:17-3:8 ‘

D. The ResoluteSinner (indictment against all mankind)i 3:9-20
SALVATION TGodbés Righteousness

Received by Fai

3:21-5:216 How can such sinnrerisn blei freesécued and restored

A. Summary:Justification by grace throughfaith alonei 3:21-31

B. lllustration: Abraham (David) justified by faith, not works 7 4:1-25

C. Bridge ofBlessings:Restoration of all we need for lifei 5:1-11

SANCTIFICATION TGodo6s Right etedisness | mpa
5:12-8:390 How is the ChrBgtpantabetengowrehgouia | ife?6

A. Union with Christ 7 6:1-8:4
5 Contrasts: Through Jesus Christ alone, the lastt¥slag?1

Freedom from licen€e6:123 (doctrine -1L.0; practice 183) |

Freedom fom legalisnd 7:1-25 (doctrine 7:12; practice 135) |

B. Life in the Spirit 7 8:5-27 (doctrine of salvation 1; practice2¥)

C. Security thru the Father i 8:28-39 (doctrine 2834; practice. 389)
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4. SECURITYT Godds Right eou$%lels:36
OHow can we be secure i f the Jey
A. The Gospel i s c opastpromises to israeiv9:1t28
B. The Gospel i s t hpeeseathiirddnesst 9:30-00:21 §
C. The Gospel confirms thefuture salvation of all Israeli 11:1-32
D. Conclusion: Theology is fordoxologyand devotioni 11:33-36

5. SERVICET Goddés Ri ght eoulsgethes s F

14:1-15:21

OWhat does this idemmugitgr ei gni n

A. Servingbegi ns wi t hanGoalibieni I2d-8i g n

B. Serving the community of Christi 12:9-13

C. Serving those who attack u§ 12:14-21

D. Serving our governmenti 13:1-7

E. Serving our neighborsi 13:8-14

F. Serving those who differ in amoral areas 14:1-15:13

G. Serving the losti 15:14-21

EPI LOGUE, Paul 6si 1BPxHeax & Fri
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Romans
NOTES

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucket o
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HOHaARS 90

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadRomangwo times.
C Write out one response under

Central Message

The.

Author, Date & Place

The

Background & Purpose

Chrysostum,

Read & Reflect

PROLOGUE T 1:1-17
H. HsSt ory (Jesusd)

. MyStory (Paul 6s)

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

i N

hy

Romans 5 -8

Response

t

o

NOTES

Hi s
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Romans 5 -8
NOTES

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucket o
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1 Corinthians
NOTES

Assignment

C First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction

Jot down bullet points to answer the followiggestioni How woul d you
supportor refute thatunity & onenesss the main topic ichapters 12
14, using gifts as an exampled

C Write out one response under AMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

TheFather Son,Jesus Christand the indwellig Holy Spirit answer every
spiritual problem of Christians and their local churches.

Author, Date & Place

The opening verse states that Paul was the author and his authorship has
never been seriously challenged. In style, language, theology, and historjcal
events, the letter belongs to Paul. While ministering in Ephesusyfear3 on
his 3¢ missionary journey, Paul wrote 1 Corinthians sometime before the [feast
of Pentecost near the middle of his stay in A.D. 55 (1 Cor. 16:8, 16:19). This
was the first othree letters written while on this journey (2 Corinthians and
Romans are the other two).

Background & Purpose

Corinth was the capital of the Roman province of Achaia in the southern
half of modern day Greece, with a population often estimated at more than
500,000 people. Because of its ideal location on a narrow isthmus between the
Aegean and Adriatic seas, most shipping heading to or from Rome passed
through its seaports. This seaport city became rich and famous (the third most
important city in the RomaBmpire after Rome and Alexandria) not only fo
its bustling trade, but also for|its idolatry and i mmor
Corinthiando was an international y known proverb meanin
fornication. d Corinth ht®(@sddedsofldved| gr eat temple of Aphrod
with its extensive and lucrative sacred prostitution from its 1,000 temple
prostitutes.

Paul spent 18 months planting this church in Corinth during™is 2
missionary journey around 50 A.D. (Acts 17:18:18). He continued to
correspad with the church and exercise care for the church after his departure
(1 Cor. 5:9; 2 Cor. 12:14). Five years later during ky@8r ministry in
EphesusChloe sent disturbing report of divisions in the church. Instead ¢
ful fill i ngbuildkoithdniain gorhnaunity,dan alternatdrinitarian
cultureasan instrumenforadvanci ng Godo6és Kingdjom, the church in Corir
hadCorinthin the church! Befor@aulcould respond, he also received a lefter
from Corinth asking Paul tdarify a number of quetions. Paul answesgven
questions he has heard about (marfed e r in thé cutline) andive
question apparently mentioned in this letter (marfked r i tintthe oudiine).

=
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1 Corinthians
NOTES

These proud, materialistic, independenagans were having a difficult
time charting a consistent course of Christian belief and lifestyle in the
dangerous shoals of their culture. It was a pastordés wo
behavior(especially with one another) was the underlying issue because they
needed a fresh remindertbe basis fotheir Christiarbeliefd It was intothe
rough and rocky arenas of lifeat Paul addresséchnsforming Reality itthis
letter we know as 1 Corinthians. Paared enough to confront. He wrote
from a broken heart, but with the faith and cdefice that they would repent
and God would transform their church back infbrimitarianculture. He did
not deal with the problems through a t
with each problem al way swhorGedissahdeow | b a ¢ k
He saw them. fieir personal relationship with the Thigeone God and His
satisfying provisionn Christthrough theSpirit laid the groundwork for
healthy change

Paul begins his | efheeeclatiodarTanity taResthé s vi ewpoi nt
initiative to intimately connect with His new creation as imbgarers, the
soil conducive for flourishing growthPaul extolghe goodness of God and
boldly affirmstheir identity in Christs new creationsnd his confidence in
Godds wor k i ). Heleras the lekter ana similar posiflve note
(16:1314). Yet sandwiched between are some severe chastisements and
rebukesseverproblems he had heard about or knew about from his time at
the church, anflve answers tahe specific questions raisedthre letter from
them (marked by fAinow abouto in 7};21; 7:25; 8:1; 12:1; 16
especially suited to give guidance to men and women in
troubled times of materialism and moral relativism.

As we piece together the circumstan of 1 Corinthian® whichPaul is
responding, remember that itds a|lot |like listening in
conversation. Since we only hear the response, we infer what the persor} on
the other end is saying from their response. In the outline b&law
responds tawelveknown problems sparked by a report from a leading family,
a letter from Corinth asktithand f or | he
knowl edge of the church and the c¢cul
is a classic of pastoral igense: affectionate, firm, clear, and unswerving in
the conviction that God among them, revealed in Jesus and present in his Holy
Spirit, continued to be the central issue in their lives, regardless of how much
of a mess they ThaMessggade of thingso (

As we read, gy close attention tbowPaul responded to each pastoral
issue, calling the community to respaondether as on&Vith each problem,
Paulconfirmedthe truth about God, His provision, and His call on their lives
as healsocorrectedthe errorclearly and compassionately in order to release
life. Our churches today could gain helpful perspective regarding the positive
LifeChange through conflicts as we approach them with a more community
based style of leadership, modeled after the rimitd nurturingkoinoniain
community.
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1 Corinthians
NOTES

Read & Reflect

Trinitarian Greetingt o Godos Peopl eild9® [ New Creations

1. Divisions in the Church(verbal)i 1:10-4:21
A. Paul exposes divisions in the church 1:10-17

B. Divi sions stem from di &b884 wi sdom, not Godbéo

C. Leader s 6 compldmergingaotcempetingi 3:5-4:5

O

Paul openly rebukes them to end the division 4:6-21

2. Laxity in Church Discipline (verbal)i 5:1-13

3. Dealing w disput es(vathalfiwe¥ln| Godds peopl e

4. Sexual immorality in the church (verbal)i 6:12-20

5. Questions: Christian Marriage (written) 1 7:1-24

6. Questions: Christian Virgins/Widows (written) 1 7:25-40

7. Questions: Exercising Christian Liberty (written) 7 8:1-11:1
A. The basic principle of love versus knowledgeé 8:1-13

B. Paul 6s personal i Il ustima27 on iln foregoing his rights
C. Historical warnings to avoid idolatrous selfindulgencei 10:1-22

D. Gl orify God by seeki im@:2¥%1d:ur brfot her 6s wel fare

8. The Role of Women in Public Worship(verbal) 11:2-16

9. The L &upgebirsPublic Worship (verbal)T 11:17-34
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10. Questions: Use of Spiritual Gifts in Public Worship
(written) T 12:1-14:40
A. Unity in diversity in the body illustrated by giftsi 12:1-31a
B. The supremacyof the way oflove abovegifts i 12:31b-13:13

C. Correction: Excel in gifts that build up the bodyi 14:1-25

D. Every member participation, yet with fitting order i 14:26-40

11.The Gospel and the Resurrectiorfverbal)i 15:1-58
A. The resurrection is essential to the simple Good Newsl15:1-11

B. The resurrection guarantees a new body fit for heaveri 15:3557

C. Te resurrection fuels abandonment to the Lord 15:58
12.Questions: Offering for the Poor(written) 1 16:1-4

Concluding Personal Remarks 16:5-24

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Futur e Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29

1 Corinthians
NOTES

Bucket 6

NT Companion Page 49

Jim Fredericks, 2@



1 Corinthians
NOTES

Questions for Future S tudy
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2 Corinthians
NOTES

A Gorfinitais

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C Read2 Corinthianstwo times.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

God has given usll His work to tell everyone that Jesus Christ is Lord and
help them to learn to walk under the practical reign of His Kingship.

Author, Date & Place

Paul <clearly states his auttiorship (1:1; 10:1). It
style, fits historically with 1 Corinthians, and contains more autobiographical
material than any of his other writings. This time Timothy is with Paul
passing through Macedonia (2:13; 7:5; 8:1-8)2n his way to Corinth in the
winter of A.D. 56 duing his 3% missionary journey, about one year after
writing 1 Corinthians (Acts 20:2).

Background & P urpose

Paul planted a church in Corinth during his first visit on Risv@issionary
journey in A.D. 50. Paul now proposethid visit (12:14 and 13)). It seems
that his second visit between writing 1 and 2 Corinthians was the cause of
much trouble andne mairreason he wrote 2 Corinthians. In his first letter

(@)
n
<8}

Paul proposed a fAPlan A0 f o%. Adthes| second visit (1 Corint
timedrewnear however, Paul changed to| APl an B0 and paid the
surprisevisitRn Thi' s woul d bring the Chrigtians in Corinth great
Paul thoughtfi Si nce | wi | | be wit f:1318em |t wi ce instead of oncebo

Instead, his unexpected visit provedpsinful (2:1, probably because the
Corinthians stood neutrally by in his conflict with the false apostles) that he
canceled his return trip from Macedonia (1:23). Paul returned instead to
Ephesus, possibly in the immediate aftermath of the riot sinceitheoe
mention of Huangkhé @wrog (Aets10:284)and he recently
came close to death in Asia (2 Co-B)8 Then he traveled northward again to
Troas (2:12), and finally back once more to Macedonia (Acts-20:After
the good report thais young ceworker, Titus, brought back from Corinth
(7:6, 1314), Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia in order to prepare
them for his third visit.

Who were these false apostles who opposed Paul with such vigor during his
second figtéPaudf wlytni cally call ed thjem fisuper apostles, o 1
12:11)? The best guess is that they were an outside band, possibly Jewish
Christians from Palestine who sought to conform the Corinthian church to
Jewish law (3:618). They attacked Paul relentlessly, questig his personal
integrity for changing his itinerary (1:124), calling him mentally unstable
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2 Corinthians
NOTES

17

(5:13) and twefaced (10:1611), accusing him of lining his pockets from the
money collected for the poor (8:1), criticizing him for refusing to draw
financial support from the church (the wayeal apostle would, 11:7; 12:13)
and challenging his apostolic credentials altogether (13:13).

PaulwroteZZor i nt hi ans Awith the conflident authority of a pe
understands t he ways hekmdlob@mnsuniththad{ i on wor ks and t
comes into being as a resulté. At |l east some of what he
hard to hear and hard to take. So they bucked his autho
letter Paul] confronted the challenge, and in the process probed the very
natureof leadership in a community of believers. Because leadership is
necessarily an exercise of authority, it easily shifts into an exercise of poyer.
But the minute it does that, it begins to inflict damage on both the leader and
the led. Paul, studying Jestmad learned a kind of leadership in which he
managed to stay out of the way so that the others could deal with God without
having to gdhetMessagaigh hi mo (

2 Corinthiangripswith deep and profound ranges of feelings (from sorrow
to joy, from pén to comfort, from outrage to encouragement, from burning
i ndignation to ar den tshegherddartrhusthavespdébés gl ory). Paul és
come near breaking as he wrote this most personal of all his letters. But |t also
reflects Paul 6s Hevemsvglingte fglsttoarestthe | eader !

Corinthian church back to God from the corrupting influences of the false

apostl es. It would have been far| easier to have just #is
feetdo and left this ungr ateglieacesof unr ul y, unl oving bunch
their choices. The reason for Paulds tenacity is found
Kingdom callingéa call by God to|lbring men and women in

with Him through faith in Christ and grow as radical followers of Jesus. Paul
sawChristin hisdearly beloved children and expected the very best{5:16
17). No band of petty pretenders was going to defeat Paul in thag)iGenl
purpose! Therebts a great deal fofrf us to |l earn about the
efforts of this Kingdom leader.

Read & Refle ct

Greeting & Gratituddlfilor Goddéds Goodness

1. Paul Explains the Glory of Trinity -Ministry T 1:12-7:16
A. Changing conditions demand flexible plan$ 1:12-2:13

B. The Gospel is radiant in its triumphant, transforming power
2:14-3:18

C. Godo6s ¢&rnressdassnthuman weakness4:1-18

D. Please God in light of unseen Realitiés5:1-10
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2 Corinthians
NOTES

E. Preach an unchanging message with selfless motivies:11-21

F. Urge people to yield their undivided affections to God 6:1-7:1

G. Expect the Kingdom paradox of py in sorrow’i 7:2-7:16

2. Paul Appeals for Generous Giving to the Poor 8:1-9:15
A. Principles for giving i 8:1-6

B. Purposes for givingi 8:7-15

C. Policies in givingi 8:16-9:5

D. Promises in giving- 9:6-15

3. Paul Defends His Apostolic Ministryi 10:1-13:10
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2 Corinthians
NOTES

A. Paul narrates his Godgiven apostolic authorityi 10:1-18

B. Paul describes the marks of his apostleship11:1-12:13

C. Paul prepares them for his apostolic visit (3 visit) i 12:1413:11

Epiloguei 13:12-14
My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucket o
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Assignment

C Readtheseparagraphs of introduction amgieother introduction.

C ReadGalatianstwo times.

C Write out one response under i\

Central M essage

Righteousness received by faith alone results in authentic fredulongh
the Spirit, but legalism & licendgrings us into bondage under the law.

Author, Date & Place

The opening verse identifies Paul as the author of Galatians, and the
contentsmami st akably reveal Paul 6s "mi
century critical scholars, no one has seriously questioned his authorship.

The main dating question hinges on the correlation 6fl20L wi t h
visits to Jerusalem recorded in Acts. Sihce e t er m fAGal at
time both in golitical sense (northern Galatia) ande@ographicakense
(southern Galatia), what was the destination of this letter to this group of
churches? Godly commentators are mixed in their opinions.

1. The Noth Galatian theory (late datefzalatia in thepolitical sense
referred to north central Asia Minor (Pessinus, Ancyra and Tavium). If the
letter was written to these people, the churches were probably planted d{
the 29 missionary journey (although Actontains no specific reference) an
the letter was written on thé®3nissionary journey, either early from Ephes
(about 53) or later from Macedonia (about 55). In favor of this is that Luk
seems to use fAGal ati aodo on66yl823. d

2. The South Galatian theory (early dat&alatia in thegeographical
sense referred to the Roman province that included the cities of Pisidian
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. If the letter was written to Christians
South Galatia, thehurches were planted on thrhissionary journey and th
letter was written after the journey had ended, probably from Antioch, ab
A.D. 49, making it the earliest
15 convened shortly after this, faimy this dating since Paul does not
mention the decision of the Jerusalem council that bore directly on his
Galatian argument concerning the Judaizers.

Background & P urpose

When men and women get their hands on religion, one of the first thing
they oftendo is turn it into an instrument for controlling and manipulating
others. This is bondage of the worst ldntckligious bondage in place of
vi brant freedom. l'tés little won
oppressive religion viewvoidanceof religion as freedom. And Paul
experienced this firsthand! Before his conversion Paul was a man who

controlled through religion. But Jesus came to set us free from within to |
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NOTES
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Galatians
NOTES

in responsible Christian liberty. It was such a wonderful experience that Paul
setoff telling others, introducing and inviting everyone he met into this free
life through radical faith in Christ alone. After Paul left the Gentile churches

he planted in the Roman Province|of Galatia, fireligious
school [Judaizers] hacdbme into those churches, called his views and
authority into question, and were reintroducing the old ways, herding all these
freedomloving Christians back into the corral of religious rules and
regul ati onsoét he,sthtodaydThegMessgef. | egal i sm

Paul does not open this letter with his usual greeting of paagerayer
for Godoés pwasag haed Pall was furiogsl First, with the
teachers for contaminating the Good News through their false teaching. They
confused these new belieng into trying to keep the lafor meritto please
God (especially circumcision). But also with the Christians he loved for
caving in and giving up their free life in Jesus. Paul wrote Galatians from|a
troubled heart with mingled sorrow, indignation araggionate concern to
help theméand usérecover the staggering implications of

Galatians provides us with the answer to a key question for ourfliiess
acceptance with God to be earned or maintained by any effort of ours? Qr is
this newlife and are ongoing journety r ul 'y a free gi ft| of God?®d
by faith in the Gmadrak ioafnsChreiascth eass| arhea? 0o it
through faith alone that man is justified (totally forgiven and unconditionally
accept ed i rsohyhaithialene )hat helattidely livaslout the
implications of this new life in the freedom of the Spisiaiictification
involvesintenseeffort, but notearning. God is not against effort, but earnin

grace recei Ve

s
6s by grace

= (]

Gal atians i s t he Lihekydsincd itelearlyosetoidpla€hr i st i an

these two solid pillars for our journey with JesisT h e way i n s the way on. o0

As Godds people have been justifjed by grace through f a
are we sanctified on our Christian journey by grace throughifaittnrist

alone.

Read & Reflect

PROLOGUE T 1:1-10
A. Cal:AiThe rel ationalwiTrhi nHitsyi hdessls|laegde ome

B. Crisis: iYou have deserted the one and only Gospel 1:6-9

C. Approach:i My only agenda i s of blOpl ease God, not man

NT Companion Page 56 Jim Fredericks, 2@



1. Autobiographyi Defending the Authenticity of the Gospel

1:11-2:21

A. Thesissi My Gospel comes fit:bliti2 God,

B. At conversion: fABy grace, Giod
1:1317

C. After 3 years: Al me ti 1:18%2@¢ | e a

D. Afterl4dyears: Al returned, & the
Gospel but confizlM@d our mini

E. At Anti och: fi | openly opposed
in the iGblslpel o

F. The Gospel:fiSince we have beejustified by grace throughfaith,

l'ive by faithiRki2r he Son of

2. Argumenti Defending theMessage of the Gospél 3:1-25

A. Crisis: Began in the Spirit & defaulted to the flesh- 3:1-5

B. Root: Justified by grace throughfaith in Christ alonei 3:6-25

C. Fruit: Sanctifiedsince we aresons through faith in Christ alonei

3:26-4:31

3. Applicationi Journey in Spiritual Freedomi 5:1b-6:10

A. Stand firm in our freedom gifted by Christ (not legalism) 1 5:1-12

B. Serve one another in lovénot the indulgence oflicensg 1 5:13-15

C. Live & walk by the Spirit (not gratifying our flesh) i 5:16-26

D. Do good to al/|l

EPILOGUET 6:11-18

p e o p | (butliberty pbeleld g

Ga

Galatians

NOTES
not ma n o
called me & revealed H
ers in Jerusal emo
el ders added nothing t
stryo
Peter when he violated
do
l'ly Godds family
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Galatians
NOTES

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oODeuteronomBuz%ke2z2 d
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Ephesians
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

ReadEphesiangwo times.
Write out one response under fiMy Response to His Reve

O 00 O

Some scholars maintain that spiritual warfare coeddly be the
underlying message of Ephesians. Read the arti¢tiayfiords Bible
Handbookon page 769 on this subject and be prepared to dialog.

Central Message

A People of Godds Pr e sfreomHiseelationali ng t oget her in Chri st
Trinitarianresourcegndfor His praise and glory.

Author, Date & Place

In verse 1 the author identifies himself as Paul and wrote this letter (alpng
with Colossians and Phil emon) when he was under fAhouse
first Roman imprisonment, around A.D. 61. Many sci®lzelieve Ephesiang
may have been a circular letter written to all the churches in Asia Minor. First,
five of the ancient Greek manuwsclpilpts omit the words fda
SecondPaul omits his usual mention of his many friends thehéd,
Ephesias does not deal with problems in the church, like many letters.
Instead, Pautketches out thglory of theTriune God in ommunity;
unsurpassed by any other portion of Scriptlirea i s was Paul 6 s matur e
reflection on the message, what he taugtdvery clurch the NT worldview
about the Trinity recreatinga newrace ofiméige ar er s, ful fli I I i ng Godods
original Edenintent Paul sent this letter with his friend Tychicus, along with
Colossians (Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7) and probably Philemon.

Background & purpose

Ephesus, a city of perhaps half a million people, was a bustling secular port
city situated on the west coast of Asia Minor, the center for international
trade, and an important commercial and political center for the entire regjon.
Ephesus was also thenter for occult practices and for the worship of the
pagan goddess Artemis (Diana), whose temple was considered one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world.

On Paul 6s second missionary journey the Holy Spirit fo
Asia, where Ephesus wé®e center (Acts 16:6). The Spirit then led Paul into
Europe by a vision, and on his return trip Paul returned by way of Ephesuis
with Priscilla and Aquila around A.D. 52 (Acts 18:28&). Paul was so moved
that he returned on hig*3nissionary journey ithe winter of A.D. 55 and
spent over two years thereélonger than at any other <chu
the new converts daily for 2 years, and God released a powerful healing and
deliverance ministry, with the result that all the surrounding regions heard th

11
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Ephesians
NOTES

word of the Lord through a wondorks ministry (Acts 19:20). Paul left
because of persecution and never returned, although the touching scene with
the Ephesian elders at the nearby port of Miletus on his return to Jerusal
demonstrated their deep matuelationship and also provided a sampling g
his leadership training (Acts 20:4%68 ) . A f tS‘émpriséhment, Rasl
wrote 1 Timothy to his son in the faith while he was pastoring at Ephesus.
Nearly 30 years later, John described the church atdtglie Revelation 2:1
7 as a church that has persevered hadtnowost its first love that is, were

not fully engaging Godo6és initiat|{ng | ove towards them (

I n Paul s masterpiece, Ephesians, he takes us up to th
Christian tuth and invites us tgazeat the breathtaking view. Some call it the
iGrand Canyono of Scripture becaltse its truths are so d
beautiful to behold. When we look carefully, we see that it is Jesus Chrisf who
domi nates theaearoheaewl ethiecliesnsof Christo (Eph.
neatlydivides intoat least wo sections, the bel-ilevero6s posit
3) and pract6i)c.e Jofidndasl kpou ripnosde si njce Genesi s 3
been to recreate a people living exclusively felimself, and He doethisfi i n
Christs 0t Tdhamajior theme of this Ietter, the glory of th
new humanity, purchased by Christdwelt by theFather and th&pirit of
God, but living out this Reality in the here and now on earth.

EugenedP et er sen writes, AwWhat we knjow about God and what v
God have a way of getting broken apart in our lives. The moment the organic
unity of belief and behavior is damaged in any way, we are incapable of living
out the full humanity for which we were ce at e d . Paul 6s lletter to the Ephesians
joins together what has been torn apart in oumsiecked world. He begins
with an exuberant exploration of what Christians believe about God [and |what

[

3:
i on
has al way

is true of wus Ain Chri st eeftingaand hen, | ike a surgeon sk
compound fracture, 6ésetsd this belief in God into our b
that the bonés belief and behavidek ni t t oget her and| heal é.

A Paul ] ranges widely, from heaven to earth and back a

Jesus, the Messiah, is eternally &éinelessly bringing everything and
everyone together. He also shows us that in addition to having this work [done
in and for us, we are participants in this most urgent work. Now that we Know
what is going on, that the energy of reconciliation is the dyratrtize heart
of the universe, it is imperative that we join in vigorously and perseveringly,
convinced that every detail in our lives contributes (or not) to what Paul
describes as Godods pheavessagor ked out by Christo (
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Read & Reflect

PROLOGUE

la.WEALTH in Communityi Provision- Every Spiritual
Bl essing HL3R3 Chri st o

A. Outpouring of praiseto God for blessings in Christi 1:3-14

B. Outpouring of prayerto God for wisdom in Christi 1:15-23

1b.WEALTH in CommunityT Purpose- One People Together
Al n Clhi 2:1-320 0
A. Co(mm)union-Made personally alive t
death @#21-10i feo)

B. Co(mm)unity-Br ought together in Chr
i ncl uB2:16-220)

C. Co(m)mission- Sent out togetherin Chisti ( Af r om hi d
k nowhn31}13

D. Prayerto fully experience life in the Triune Godi 3:14-21

i st

den

Ephesians
NOTES

hrough Christ (Afrom

(Afrom exclusi on
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Ephesians
NOTES

2. WALK in Communityi New Community Lifestyle with
Christ T 4:1-6:9
A. Walk inunitya s Goalledpeoplei 4:1-16

B. Walkinlifea s G espénsiblepeoplei 4:17-32

C. Walkinlovea s G betbvéedpeoplei 5:1-7

D. Walkinlighta s G boty pesplei 5:8-14

E. Walkincarea s G mtdrdependenpeoplei 5:1521

3. WARFARE in Communityi Standing Together With Christ
againstSpiritual Forces1 6:10-20

Final Greetingsi 6:21-24
My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucketo
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Philippians
NOTES

Central Message

Regardless of crushing circumstances, sustajoygushes up from a
mind setonunity like the aresian well of the resurrected life of Jesus Christ.

Author, Date & Place

Paul clearly identifies himself as the writer in the opening verse. All the
internal evidence from the letter also reveals the stamp of genuineness,
consistent with what we knowof®d 6 s | i f e awrdtethis nifstry. Paul
letter to the Philippians from prisoperhapsvh en he was under fAhouse
a r r e sng kis fissttRorman imprisonmeabout A.D. 6162.

Background & P urpose

Philippians is a great model for planting fadhmmunitiesm the 2%
centuryPaul 6s nor mal mi ssionary strategy was to plant a c¢h
leading city of a region so thttis church, with the spiritudl s e ¢od 0
reproducecould in turn populate the surrounding region withdiknded
churches. Philippi, thieading city in Macedonia in northern Greece, was,
therefore, the birthplace of European Christianity (the first recordésivbel
in Europe was saved here). This mission thrusthveas out of the vision Pau
received at Troas (Acts 161). Paul estatdhed the church in the midst of
hard times on his"® missionary journey about A.D. 58l (see Acts 16:140
for background). From its inceptiotie churchat Philippiwas his favorite,
di splaying a strong missi onarmethaz e al and supporting Paul
once.

Paulsent this letter back with Epaphroditosthank his dear Philippian
friends for thé& contribution He alsowarmly commended Epaphroditus, who
had brought the h u r giftHréns Philippi andwho had almost died in
service to Paul. Adtibnally, koinoniain community was so important to Paul
that he also wanted to protect these old friends from listening to false teaching
that eroded unity in community (unity, 1:272; 4:23; false teachers, 32,
3:17-19), thus releasing authenticditharacterized by joy (joy and rejoice, 18
times) Koinoniain the ® century was a pnership, often a business venture
together with others. Each one bought in to the venture with investment ¢f
time, money and energBecause of their full buin, they shared together in
the ROI (return on investment] his Christlike mindsetis the key to
unlodking this type of radiant life:5) andaligns us with our original Genes|s
1 & 2 Trinitariandesign thrustingus out to engage life fullyoyfully, like
Christ. In NT koinonia,what we share together is the resurrected life of Christ
within. Our mindset i$i a-In With Jesus on Higpic adventure to restore this
prodigal worl d of p&ucpdliteswodghyofhe Fatherds | ove.
pouring our time, monegnd energy into, as we find joy as a byproduct of full
abandonment to Christ.

In Philippians,Paul opened up his heart and penned his warmest and most
personal lettera symphony of joy as he was chained inprisonl t 6s satur ated
with a deep trust in Jes@rist andaysoutacontagious and triumphant joy
in whichbelievers mayive constantly even from a jail cell when life work is
under attack by competitors$.reflects the same heart e midnight hymn
of praise in the dungeon of Philippi (Acts 26). Philippians is, therefore, ar
eloquent witness to the presence of Christ lifting the person weighed down
with the sorrow or suffering of earth to an infectious gratitude and exubernant
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Philippians
NOTES

gladness in Christ. His children alreasyve unchanging value/warterived
from Him and are&omplete andulfilled in Jesus Christ alonéhe Artesian
Well from which our ultimate joy arises. True joytiennot a surface
emotion that depends @happiness based tire favorable circumstances of
the moment, buttheevr f | ow of Christés |ife|l that transcends surrolt
Paul gives us three, straightforward ways to set our minds in order to
experience Jesusd joy as fausddynpvnabld uct . By contrast, a mi
feel will bring me happiness thwarts authentic jog aneaningHow often do
you struggle because your plans for happiness have been blocked? Philippians
is the answer for every believer!

Philippians has been a source of renewal and challenge for believers down
through the ages. For instance, try for jus¢ day to live out th&ull Reality
in verses such as 1418, 1:21, 129, 2:14, 37-8,4:3,4:6-9, and 4:1113.
Eugene Petersen eloquently captufres t
devoted discipline to Jesuslifecin®pne of
learned out of a book. Something more like apprenticeship is required, being
around someone who out of years of devoted discipline shows us, by his or
her entire behavior, what it is. Moments of verbal instruction will certainly|
occur, but matty an apprentice acquires skill by daily and intimate

I i mpact
ties of

association with a 6émaster, 6 picking up subtle but abso
such as timing and r hyflwerfindouwsglvesihpuch. & [I n Philippians
the company of just such a master. Pausdne6t t el | wus that we can be happy,

or how to be happy, He simply and unmistakably is happy
ACi rcumstances are incidental compared to the | ife of

that Paul experiences from the inside. For it is a life that not only happengd at
a certén point in history, but continues to happen, spilling out into the lives of
those who receive him, and then continues to spill out all over the place.
Christ is, among much else, the revelation that God cannot be contained|or

hoar ded. ltoutd tdquasl iGtsypidfl i @lgri stfdés | ife that accounts
happiness of Christians, for joy is life in excess, the overflow of what canpot

be contained wi tTheiMessageSych a mirdsepegpose® n 0 (

the counterfeits we raise up that we supposemalke us happy, and spills
out authentic joy that releases happiness as a byproduct of following hard
after JesusThistimely messageuts sharply into our lives todayhereso
manyfutilely chase after happiness while shying away from hardship.

Read & R eflect

Prologue Model ofa MindsetReleasing Life of Joyi 1:1-11

15t Mindset:Advancing the Gospel @hrist
(Kingdom of God)i 1:12-30

2"d Mindset:Kneeling in Strength to Lift u@thers
(Family of God)i 2:1-30

34 Mindset:Pursuing Intimacyvith Christ
(Wedding with Christ) 3:1-4:1

Others:Overcoming ObstacldroughChristi 4:1-20
Epilogue Deepening Relationships witlulFBuy-in1 4:21-23

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 Bucketo
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Colossians
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following pagraphs of introduction ar@heother
introduction.

C ReadColossians and Philemdmo times.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Jesus Christ is the fullnessof Gédh e r i ver ofourGodés pl easur e,
thoroughly satifying life and the supreme answer to counter mede
religion and moral disobedience.

Author, Date, & Place

Paul is in prison once again, and Epaphras has come to visit him, bearing
the disturbing news about the doctrinal attack on the church of Co&iase.
Paul is about to send back the runaway slave Onesimus to his owner, a
member of the Colossian Church named Philemon, he takes this opportunity
to send along a letter to address the Colossian heresy. Paul also writes two
more letters: one to Philemamd one to a neighboring town, the letter to the
Ephesians. These three letters (along with Philippians written on another|
occasion) have become known as the prison epistles written around A.D| 61.

Colosse lies in the Lycus River Valley about 100 mile$ eBEphesus near
the more important cities of Hierapolis and Laodicea. Several hundred years
earlier Colosse was a prosperous commercial center on account of its weaving
industry, but was now a seconate commercial center. The church at Colosse
wasproa bl y planted indirectly as a|result of Paul bds disci
Ephesus (Acts 19:10) since Paul had never been there personally (2:1).
Epaphras, a concerned and hard praying pastor, probably founded the church,
as well as possibly the churches at Hpmlis and Laodicea (4:13).

Background & P urpose

False religious groups that twist and deny the truth are always a constant
threat to Christians, but not merely a recent menace. Paul wrote Colossians to
refute the false teaching of the cults of hisday,si t 6s an exclel |l ent book for wus
today in an age of religious pluralism and syncretism (that is, diluting the |truth
in the name of tolerance or unity). Paul rnedigectly describes the hereRy
inference thoughthe false teaching of the day was synistat, fusing
Christianity, Jewish legalism, Greek philosophic speculation, and Orientg
mysticism into perhaps an earlier version of Gnosticism (secret knowledge
that creates an elite body of insidemshichbecame fullblown in the second
century. In canbating this spiritually lethal combination, Paul emphasizes the
cosmic supremacy of Christ as Lord of creation and Head of the Church.|Any
teaching, practice, or intermediary that detracts from the uniqueness and
centrality of Christ is patently false. ©clever enemy tries to draw us into
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one of two s wrghdp ss waemp-nmadérreligiehfegalidm,
243 : 4) lefd tshva mip of mo rlicense3dbid:6)olbsasd if e nc e
Christisther i v e r sddighttwidgdowerfully between thtwo
swampsthe only authentigvay (1:1:2:3)!

How Paul makes his argument is as significant as the argument he makes.
First, Paul does not major on the false, but instead gives them a huge dose of
theauthenti¢ Jesus Christ, the image of the invisibledsin whom all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid&atondclaims today in any
field of expertise are frequently made in an arrogant and argumentative way

Colossians
NOTES

(

that repels inquiry. Paul could pot represent Jesus Chr

Paul, alhough unswervingly confident in the conviction that Christ occupies
the center of creation and salvation without peers, is not arrogant. And he is
certainly not violent. He argues from a position of rooted humility. He writes
with the energies of most cdderate love. He exhibits again what Christians
have come to appreciate so much in Bathle wedding of a brilliant and
uncompromising intellect with a heart
(The Message

Read & Reflect

1. Greetingsi 1:1-2

2. TheRiver of G o d@ebghti Partnering with the
Supremacy of Christi 1:1-2:3
Jesusis he supreme LORDEé
A. As He partners with His people h expanding the Gospel 1:3-8

B. As He partners with His people in answering prayeii 1:9-14

C. Over all creationi 1:1517

D. Over His entire Church 7 1:18-23

E. As He partners with His people in dsciple-making i 1:24-2:3

that is warmly an
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3. The First SwampFreedom from Man-madeReligion
(legalism) through the Provision of Christ 2:4-3:4
A

4.

The Second SwampFreedom from Moral Disobedience
(lawlessness) through our Identityin Christ T 3:5-4:6
A.

B.

Deludedby persuasive arguments obuilding on the foundaton of
Christ 1 2:4-7

Capturedby soci ety oddrapngpho€bphygt 08
provision i 2:8-15

Intimidated by extra-biblical religious duties or focusingon the
Reality, Jesus Christi 2:16-17

Disqualified by secret, secalled spiritual knowledge orholding fast
to Jesus, the Head to His Body 2:18-19

Drawn awayby reliance on rules for living or settingyour hearts on
Christ, our life 7 2:20-3:4

By putting off physical impurity 1 3:5-7

By putting off speaking destructive words 3:8-11

Colossians
NOTES

compl et e
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Colossians
NOTES
C. By putting onloving one anotheri 3:12-17

D. By putting onrespect for delegated authorityi 3:18-4:1

E. By putting onrelatingtothe wor |l d as Godd36 ambassador s

Epiloguei Passit-on to the communityi 4:7-18

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucket o
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1 Th essalonians
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following paragrapbsintroduction andneother
introduction.

C Readl Thessaloniansvo times.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Paufl@dmi ly |l etter to encoutogetheouthils bel oved Afamilyd to
of Godds r inlgadvailable smcommumitgustil Jesus soon return

Author, Date & Place

Paul claims authorship at the very outset (1:1) and this has never beer
seriously challenged. Prosperous, prominent, and thoroughly pagan, the
seaport capital of Thessalonica firsahe d t he Go s"pngssionary)| Paul 6s 2
journey. Paul planted a dynamic, flourishing church through a short, but
powerful, ministry, until jealous Jews drove Paul and his companions out of
the city for preaching Jesus as Messiah and King (Acts1J).1Fom Athens
Paul sent Timothy back to the Thessalonian church to check how the young
Christians were responding to persecution. Their report to Paul in Corinth
prompted him to write this letter around A.D.-50 (1 Thes. 3:B).

Background & Purpose

After abrief, turbulentandfruitful ministry, Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians
with his heart brimming over with loving care for these young beliet@rs
encourage them feersevere tenaciousiy the midst of tough time&aul
apprenticed followers of Jesus like Hilaster by first doing it to them, and
then later explaining what he had done (unlike our systems of education that
focus first on knowledge) hereforehe also wrotéo explainhowhe
partnered with the Spirit to builad dynamic communitgf love.. 1 Thessthen
i s Paul 6s manua l,thriviogcommunitiésdRadicglly d y h a mi ¢
following Jesus together as His forevantily is the only antidote for the
severe persecution that comes from-sef s or bed i ndi vi djual i s m. I'tds an
intimate letter withtheworé br ot her so used 14 tiimes. The two letters t
Thessalonians are very similar,over i ng much fathmmthe g me groundé
living and true Gogdlovefor one anotherandhopereleased in tough times
throughactiveresponse tteaching about the Second Gomof Jesusin
fact, every chapter in 1 Thessalonians ends with the return of Jesus Christ.

Eugene Petersen captures the crucial nature of laying a healthy foundation
of the doctrine of hope. AThe way we conceive of the fu
present, givesontour and tone to nearly every action and thought through the
day. If our sense of future is weak, we live listlessly. Much emotional and
mental illness and most suicides occur among men and women who feell that
they O0have no f ut hasaway® beErhcharaCdrized symi an f ai t h
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1 Th essalonians
NOTES

strong and focused sense of future, with belief in the Second Coming of Jesus
as the most distinctive detail. From the day Jesus ascended into heaven| his
followers lived in expectancy of his return. He told them he eeasing back.
They believed he was coming back. They continue to believe it. For
Christians, it is the most important thing to know and believe about the

f ut uTheeMessdge When was the last time you thought long and hard
about eternity and the returh desus Christ in power and glory?

Overview Summary

Launching a Catalytic Community (manual)i 1:1-2:13
2. Banding Together In Trials (reminder) i 2:14-3:13
PleasingGod in Community (instructions) i 4:1-5:24

Read & Reflect

1. Launchinga Catalytic Group ( P a umanua)i 1:1-2:13
FRAME: Full provision of Triune God for image-bearersi 1:1

A. Bathethe group with prayer/worship i 1:2-3
Faith

Love
Hope

B. Pass orthe Good News withthe model of Jesu$ 1:4-5

C. Build up the community through discipleshipi 1:6-10
Relational (6a)

Biblical (6b)
Intentional (710)

D. Raise Upone anotherin family1 2:1-13
Like an older brothercharacter faith) i 2:1-6

Like a nursing momdompassion, loyd 2:7-9

Like a farsighteddad(call, hopg i 2:10-13
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1 Th essalonians
NOTES

2. BandingTogetherIn Trials (reminder) 1 2:14-3:13
A. Through mature modelsi 2:14-16

B. Through authentic affirmation 7 2:17-20

C. Through teaching on trialsi 3:1-4

D. Through fostering faith 1 3:5-8

E. Through persistent prayeri 3:9-13

3. PleasingGod in Community (instruction) i 4:1-5:24
General guidelinesi 4:1-2
A. Practice moral responsibility i 4:3-8

B. Love oneanotheri 4:9-10

C. Live a quiet, generous lifei 4:11-12

D. Teachpertinent doctrine i 4:13-5:11

E. Relate rightly to authority 7 5:12-13

F. Minister with Flexibility T 5:14-15

G. Experience Trinitarian Community i 5:16-24

Epilogue 06 5:25 -28
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1 Th essalonians
NOTES

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucket o
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Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

Read2 Thessaloniantwvo times.

Write out one response under fiN\

Central Message

Keepon serving Jesus until He returns.

Author, Date & Place

Paul (1:1 and 3:17) wrote both letters to the Thessalonighgwvé months
of each other from Corinth, on hi&2nissionary journey around A.D. 551.

Background & purpose

Since 2 Thessalonians was probably penned witieieks ormonths of 1
Thessalonians and covered much of the same teachings, why was it
necessy 7 Paul 6s teaching about the
was misunderstood by some of these young Chrisfiaibes 2:28 a n d
interestingly enough, in two different and opposite directions. One group
became unsettled that they had already midsedeturn of Jesus (2 Thes.
2:1-3) and the other stopped everything else to wait for His return (2 The
3:6-15). Both resulted ifatalism rather thadaith, and the enemy took these
young believers out of the rdatt/|
corrective, but full of love, hope and encouragement to these young belig
as he praises them for their growing faith in the face of persecution and
corrects their misunderstanding about the return of Jesus Christ in majes

i The pr ac tthisbhaliefisefcHamgeench mdment of the prese
with hope. For if the future is dominated by the coming again of Jesus, th
is little room left on the screen for projecting our anxieties and fantasies.
takes the clutterrnoretreemfespondr | i v
spontaneously to the freedom of God. All the same, the belief can be
misconceived so that it results in paralyzing fear for some, shiftless indol
in others. [Paul prods] us to continue to live forward in taunt and joyful

2 Thessalonians
NOTES

expectany f or what God WieMéssageo next

Read & Reflect

1y Response to His Reve
i mmi nent return of Jes.
5.

e . Paul 6s words are str
vers

ty.

nt

ere

It

e S . Webdbre f a

ence

in Jesuso (
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2 Thessalonians
NOTES

Greetingsi 1:1-2

1. Encouragement Return of Christ T 1:3-12

2. Explanation - Revelation of Anti-Christ T 2:1-12

3. Exhortation - Return to Christian Living 1 2:13-3:15
A. To stand firm in Christ 7 2:13-17

B. To share the Gospel 3:1-5
C. Towork hard (notidle) 1 3:6-13
D. To Christian discipline i 3:14-15

Epilogue’ 3:16-18

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29  Bucket o
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2 Thessalonians
NOTES
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Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

Readl Timothytwo times.
Read the article on Timothy in tiNew International Bible Dictionary
Write

O 00 O

out one response under

Centra | Message

Paul 6s ma n u setvanffirstrchatactetbasddi Kimghdom
leadership to orchestrate Holy Spirit ministryaimd out othe church.

Author, Date & Place

In A.D. 63-65 Paul was on his way to Nicopolis in horthern Macedonia

i My

1 Timothy
NOTES

Response to His

where he hoped tgpend the winter (Titus 3:12). Somewhere on the way, Paul

wrote 1 Timothy plusalso Titus, see introduction) to his son in the faith w
was ministering as his representative at the church in Ephesus. Both ear
tradition and the greetings of the Pasktgtiers themselves confirm Paul as

their author. Recent critical scholars have questioned the authorship of the

no
y

Leadership Letterfl & 2 Timothy & Titus) based on alleged uncharacteristic

vocabulary and style, but the attempts are unconvincing. Thédwiaeg and
styleshouldbe somewhat different since these three letters were written t

o

individual leaders (not churches) to develop spiritual leadership, not directly

to instruct the general congregation.

Background & P

After

urpose

Paul 6s Rammm Adts2® (A.Dh &82), manyscholars
believe Paul was released and began himiésionary journey. Why? 1) Payl

states his desire to go to Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28); 2) the antagonistic attitude

of the Roman government in these letters, contrastdaetamicable attitude
in Acts favors it, 3) the Prison Letters expect it, 4) the Leadership Letters
demand it since some events ther
in Acts, and 5) tradition assertsTithe early historianEusebiusimplies hat

e cannot fidt what we

Paul was released following his first Roman imprisonment and statements in

early Christian literaturendicatethat Paul took the Gosped Spain.

Who was Timothy? Timothy lived in Lystra in Galatia, the child of a mixed

marriag® his mother being Jewisand his father Greek. From childhood h
faithful Jewish mother and grandmother taught Timothy the OT Scripture
Ti m. 1:5;
a personal relationship with Christ (1 Timothy 1:2). Ygurimothy made

s
s (2

3 :StiniSsjonary Purney Raullpeértaps led all three to

such rapid strides as a follower of Jesus that Paul recruited him for his mission

team when he came through on Hi$rissionary journey (Acts 16:4),
planting churches in Macedonia and Achaia (Acts 1':181; 18 : 5)
34 missionay journey Timothy also experienced the contagion of the
Kingdom with Paul during the-gear long discipling ministry at Ephesus
when househurches were planted in all the surrounding regions (Acts

On Paul 6s

NT Companion

Page 76

Jim Fredericks, @12

Reve



1 Timothy
NOTES

19:22). He may have accompanied Paul all the way to Jenusand was
with Paul during the apostledés fj|lrst imprisonment in RO
as the cesender obixof P a ulettérs (1, 2 Thessalonians, 2 Corinthians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) and the recipiemt@f{Timothy was
Paul éhde fhraingl man, 0 enjoying a unj|jgue relationship with t
second to none (Phil. 2:422 givesa brief glimpse into its depth

Following his release from his first imprisonment after the end of Acts,
Paul 6s travel s ar anotdyiarfdfTitug maly havetfirst race. Paul , T
traveled to Spain and from there to Crete (see introduction to Titus). A
number of churches were birthed there from their fruitful evangelistic work in
a number of towns (Titus 1:5). Paul and Timothy continued on towards
Macedonia via Ephesus. At Ephesus, Paul discovered that heresy was rotting
away the pillars of the church. Some leaders in Ephesus were teaching g
heresy that combined decadent Judaism (1 Tim7),:false asceticism (1
Tim. 4:1-5) and an incipient Gnostiecis So he excommunicated Hymenaeus
and Alexander, two of the erring leaders (1 Tim. 1209 and left Timothy
behind to help shore up the church in these difficult times (1 Tirrd):3

On his way to winter in the Adriatic seacoast town of Nicopolis ithaon
Macedonia (Titus 3:12), Paul realized that he could be delayed in his return to
Ephesus (1 Tim. 3:245). So he writes 1 Timothy and Titus to his young
leaders as a kind of manual for building Kingdom leadership. After wintering
in Nicopolis Paul mayave tried to return to Ephesus in the Spring, only tg
have been arrested along the way, perhaps at Troas at the instigation of
Alexander 2 Tim. 414 5) . Thi s "WimpdisonmentiR Rame 6 3 2
when he wrote his last letter (2 Timothy) shortly befbrs execution towards
the end of Neroébés reign of terror (67 or 68).

Paul was always about expanding Kingdom infrastructurgaltlyering
training and releasing strong, young leaders. He Wwag&aA-M builder
(TogetherEveryoneAccomplishedvl ore). Tituswas now in Dalmatia (2 Tim
4:10), Tychicuswas sent to Ephesus (2 Tim 4:12yescendo Galatia (2 Tim
4:10),Erastusto Corinth (2 Tim 4:20)Trophimusto Miletus (2 Tim 4:20),
Carpuswas with him at Troas (2 Tim 4:13)yiscilla & Aquilawere away
from Rome, perhaps in Ephesus (2 Tim 4:X)esiphorusninistered to him
in Ephesus (2 Tim 1:18),uke Eubulus PudensandLinusremained with
Paul at Rome, and Paul wantEidhothyandMark to rush to Rome. 15 names
of his teammat es éj uBaul wasralmoute@mbdildingnot hy al one

1 and 2 Timothy and Ti tlettersiorbettetk nown as Paul 6s Pastor al
i Leadee tth dgrausethey give instructmooncerning leadership,
pastor al care and simple organization in |l ocal communi:t
centered, eggrominent leadership betrays the Master. The best leadership in
spiritual communities formed in the name of Jesus, the Messiah, is
inconspicuous, not calling attention to itself but not sacrificing anything in the
way of conviction and firmneseither. In his letters to two young associates
Timothy in Ephesus and Titus in Créteve see Paul encouraging and guiding
the development of just such leadership. What he had learned so thoroughly
himself, he was now passing on, and showing them, in horm,to develop a
similar | eader shi prheiMessdgeHowdan veedavga egati onso (
spiritual impact and influence in the lives of others? Read aaxtipe the
Leadership Letters. Serve ferventlyVe godly! Teach boldly! Trairup
servantfirst, charater based leadepsve can grow ashie community of the
Living, Community God, His lighthouse in a dark and needy world.

Read & Reflect
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Greetingi 1:1-2

1. Personal Charactei Leadership flows out of personal
experience withChrist Jesug 1:3-20

A. Boldly confront false teachers to fulfill the Gospel goal of love
(Ti mébs )thAldge

B. Humbly draw from Godds mercy/ d
(Paul 6s YeXxlamp |l e

C. Confidently witness what youo6V
of ScripturePaul 6s )ekl&nrpl e

D. Courageously fight the good fight with faith & a good conscience
(Ti més )¢t hldR0g e

2. Public Worshipi Leadership orchestrates church ministry
to develop a connecting community 2:1-3:16

A. lnstruct appremsormd ep dir@tliEx iyp pt|i

ALL pray asstimportanced 1-7
MEN pray without hostile ang&B

WOMEN learn with inner tranquiliéy9-15

B. Train up character-based leadership in the church 3:1-13

C. Teach believersto connectasgpop |l e of @G B:04516 P 1

1 Timothy

NOTES
race as the Great I nit
e personally experienc
i on
esen
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1 Timothy
NOTES

3. Pastoral Careé Leadership ministers to the crosssection of
peoplei 4:1-6:18
A. Teach the Kingdomopposite into demonic lie§ 4:1-7a

B. Discipline yourself diligently so you embody the message4:7b-16

C. Minister relevantly to the unique needs of each multigenerational
group in the Kingdom-communityi 5:1-6:2

D. Decl are Reality from-c@Gtardthad al tfternate Kingdom
counters thisi6wa8 | dés culture
3-5 Sound teaching. unhealthy argument
6-10 Godly contentmens. love for mong
116 Flee the worl dds pualswue &Qoplndse aBGadddd ee Godods
1718 Placing your hope in Guesl. placing your hope in riches

Final Chargei 6: 20-21
My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
ODeuterol2®mg29 Bucke

\] "4
—+
(@)
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1 Timothy
NOTES
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2 Timothy
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

Read2 Timothytwo times.

O O

Write out one response under fiMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Paul 6s fi nal aahg Sewantfirdt,8ible-basedemaringg st
leadership within the Christigaith-community.

Author, Date & Place

During his 2¢imprisonment in Rome, Paul wrote 2 Timothy shortly befd
his execution towards theend oéN 0 6s rei gn »f terror (67 or 638

Background & P urpose

_‘
(9]

Paul 6s Iife is drawing to a | oneg
(1:16). Treated like a criminal, isolated, cold, without his books and lonely
(1:16; 2:9; 1:17; 4:11; 4:13), Paul had already had a preliminary hearing
(4:16-17). His full trial was yet to come, but he did not expect to be acquitted

this time (4:6). Nerobs insane persecution of the Chris

Paul knows that his life work is done. All have deserted him. Only a short
gener at i on suifrectierr, ChGstianiigeendsba the verge of
anni hilation Paubdatr o Npaodsomamnmhe ttorch of Jesusbd
ongoing Kingdom mission to future leaders like Timothy. So Paul wrote
Timothy to come to him in Rome and sent this important letteT yidicus,
who was to replace Timothy in Ephesus. To lay this responsibility on Timothy
was not easy. In many wayEmothy was an unlikely leader. He was
relatively young by Roman standards (1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:22), prone tq
illness (1 Tim. 5:23), and garently somewhat shy and in need of
encouragement (1 Cor. 16:10; 2 Tim.-8;72:1-:3; 3:1214). But Timothy
overcame his natural inclinations and tackled risky assignments to partner
together with Paul in Jesusd @\ission (for instance in C

I f Timothy did not make it to Rome in ti me, 2 Timothy
final advice for building strong leadership within the Christian community
He laysdown principles for those who want a ministry of discipleship built on

l'y close in this dark,

Godds Wor d arsfortivingel foamdiamhdagi ne -Pgul 6s young | eader
friend reading and rereading this most intimate and per
Paul is not in any way bitter (4:16), but exultant in the midst of imminent

death as he concl udesworthytallttoggivd i ng| Ti mot hy i tds been
everything for Jesus, the Pearl of Great Price-8:@&ven up to the end of his

l'ife, Paul is still all about Kipgdom ministry and Godd

22). What a challenge for Kingdom leaders throughout thecafigish well

Read & Reflect
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2 Timothy

NOTES
Greetingsto a Kingdom Leaden 1:1-2
1. DevelopConsistencyover a Lifetimei 1:3-2:7
A. Leadership is based on character and energized by gifts1:3-7
B. Leadershipreceives from the Lord, then freely gives away 1:8-14
C. Leadershipcomeswithahi gh cost ébuti lils17worth it all!
D. Summary: 4 snapshots of aiRk/ader living from Godds ¢

2. Know and Proclaim God and His Wordi 2:8-26
A. Take pains to faithfully teach the main & plaini 2:8-14

B. Workhardtoknow&do Godbés Wor di L1156t f ads)
C. Exert yourself to be pirR@22by fffleeing & followingo

D. Bring correction with truth spoken ingentleness 2:23-26

3. Know the Mosaic into Which You Ministeri 3:1-17
A. Understandthe Kingdom issues for youraudiencei 3:1-9

B. Model/Teach discigeshipw/o compromise building deepi 3:10-17

4. Live With the End in Mind, in Light of Eternity 1 4:1-22
A. Pr oc | ai rmncBanging\Word to a changing society 4:1-5

B. Finish your race strongbecause otlear eternal valuesi 4:6-8

C. Begin and end with Kingdom mission & family relationsi 4:9-22

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29  Bucket o
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Titus
NOTES

Titus

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

ReadTitustwo times.

O O

Write out one response under fiMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Kingdomleadershidlows from a servantfirst life, is based on godly
character and teaches people to adorn the truth by doing good works.

Author, Date & Place

In A.D. 63-65 Paul was on his way to Nicopolis in northern Macedonia for
the winter (Titus 3:12). Somewhere on the way, Paul wrote 1 Timothy and
Titus to these two friends and fellow | aborers in Jesus

Background & P urpose

Titus was o0 nests (diths 118)a kel dlayer an dis naission
team. When Pauet off forJerusalem to discuss the Gospel with the
Jerusalem |l eaders, he took Titus|with him as Paul s #dte
was an uncircumcised Gentile, acceptance of Titus as a Chrigtianut the
work of circumcision vi ndb5)Althdughd Paul 6s stand t
Titus was obviously Paudwdrler, ukemavaey| fri end and va
mentions Titus in Acts, although there are 13 references to him in the NT|.
Titus may have workd with Paul at Ephesus during tH&rBissionary
journey. Fromthere the apostle Padispatchechim to Corinth to help that
church with its work (2 Cor. 2:123, 7:56; 8:6).

Titus had agood ministry trackecord.Paul commissionelim, therefore,
to remainin Crete after their church plantimgmpaigras his representative
Someunfinished workmust be completed, foremost betiogappoint laders
in newly founded churches. Perhaps Timsk onatemporarnyfici r cui|t ri der o
type ministry overseeing theew church plantantil leaders were raised up
(1:5; 2:15).When a replacement arrived, Paul asked Titus to meet him at
Nicopolis on the west coast of Greece (3:12). Later, Titus went on a misgion
to Dalmatia (modern Yugoslavia, 2 Tim. 4:10), the last earfof this well
used servant.

Crete is a large, mountainous island in the Mediterranean, directly south of

the Aegean Sea. Paul 6s ship stopped at this island on i
Paul as its prisoner (Acts 2718). InP a u | 6 ¢he Gretam peoplead a bad
reputation in the Mediterranean world. Life in Crete had sunk to such a
deplorable moral level that the dishonesty, gluttony and laziness was
proverbialfor its inhabitant¢1:12).P a u | recommended tihe original At hird
stri ked r ulthetrodblermakers é€3280).iTinegAposiieote to Titus
to raise up charactdrased leaders in this local contekhey were tanodel
andencourage the Cretan Christians to like Jesus in spiritual communities
formed in the namef Jesus, adorning healtlipctrine by doing good works.
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Titus
NOTES

Read & Reflect

Introduction: Panoramic Vision i 1:1-4
1. Trinitarian Leaders DevelopServantfirst Leadersi 1:5-9

2. Trinitarian Leaders Disciplewith God 6 s Auf:hoor|i t y
2:15
A. Disciple pastorally understandyour particular audiencei 1:10-16

B. Disciple pertinently. relevant truth for each specific group(older
men, 2; older women, 35; young men, 68; slaves, 910; basis =
Gospel, 1114, summary, 15)i 2:1-15

3. Trinitarian Leaders Escortthe Community to Do Good
Works togetheri 3:3-11

A. Opportunitiesfor doing good worksi 3:1-2

B. Weaknesseandermining doing good worksi 3:3

C. Strengthsfordoing good wor ksi34Bodbs grjace)

D. Threatsto doing good worksi 3:9-11

Final Team-building Remarks i 3:12-15

My Response toHis Revelati on

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucket o
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Philemon
NOTES

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadPhilemontwo times.

C Write out one response underofiMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Paul 6s plea to Philemon to radically forgive and resto
Author, Date & Place

Paul 6s authorship is undisputed|since itbs stated in v

background al so fits PaatdfromePauliof e| wel l . This is a person

Phil emonéa friend to a friendéwrjtten from prison in RO

(see introduction to Colossians).

Background & purpose

Philemon was the wealthy Christian slave owner of a domestic slave,
Onesi mus (meani ng mhismadtendndrpnawayoo | st ol e fr o
Rome, a crime punishable by death under Roman law. While in Rome

Onesi mus came under the influence of Paul and was AfAcapt
his real Master, Jesus Christ, who frees us from our sins that we might
become wilings | aves of Hi m. Because of |Onesi musd obligation t

returned to his owner, Philemon, in Colosse. This letter from Paul was a
personal appeal that Onesimus be accepted as a Christian brother.

The inclusion of this tender and moving note in thencen of Scripture
reminds us that the Good News is not just about ideas, but about real pepple
and the moral decisions that are part of real life. The message is simple:|God
values every single individudleven a thief, a running coward and a slave.| It
alsomodels for us on a human level the great doctrine of substitution tha
makes relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
in my place so that | might live. Although this letter does not speak against
slavery, the abolition of slavy as a social injustice began here. Wherever|the
love of Christ has been practiced, the foundations of slavery are gradually
undercut because slave and master are one in the forever family of God.

Read & Reflect

Greetingi 1-3

1. Paul 6s Prai 9§67 of Phil emon
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2. Paul 6s Pl easi 8i6or Onesi mus

3. Paul 6s Pl edgd71®o Phil emon

4 Paul 6s Petiti2nnl of Phil emo

Epiloguei 22-25

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29:

29

Philemon
NOTES

Bucket 6
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Hebrews
NOTES

Assi gnment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadHebrewstwo times.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Fix your eyes on the absolute superiority of peesonandministy of Jesus
Christ who provides vibrant life that resists reverting to old religious
practices.

Author, Date & Place

The author of Hebrews is unstated and unknown by any except God. This is
the only NT book whose author is not fixed. Paul, Barnabas, Apditas
and others have been suggested over the years as viable options. But the
guestion of authorship is not of major importance to appreciating the absplute
superiority of Jesus Christ.

The date of Hebrews is also difficult to pinpoint. The impresiidhat the
recipients of Hebrews had heard he Gospel from eyewitn
ministry (2:3). Timothy was recently released from impr
also likely that Hebrews was written before the destruction of the temple fin
Jerusalem in A.D70, or else the author would have used its destruction td
clinch his argument that Christbésg sacrifice supersedes
offerings (10:2). If the persecution referred to that of Nero, then Hebrews| was
written after A. Dswobldbe arSedureted guass, n the 6060

probably to those in a large city (such as Rome, 13:24).

Background & purpose

The book of Hebrews was written because of a great spiritual crisis. The
Jewi sh Christians addressed inpther hi s | etter were | o0osing
all-sufficient Savior. Theyvere tempted to renounce their newfound faith and
return to their old religious roots to escape persecution. Hebrews is a literary
masterpiece! The style is that of an expert orator who wiselyrdaidggin
by consideringheir difficult circumstances. Instead he systematically paints a
breathtaking portrait of the superiority of tRerson theministry, and thdife
of Jesus Christ, the only one who is worth such costly allegiance. This

exciting book is often called tifef i ft h Gospel 6 becaupuse it tells of Jesus?d
work on earth and his present work in heaven (2:9; 4:14).
It may sound odd, but we can get too much religion! We

of Jesus, or faith, or obedience, or love poured from God and given away to
others. Butreligioné o u r -imtemtiohed efforts to do things to please
Godét hese can get in the way of Wwhat God wants to do. T
Hebrews does ni@ssault the OT or its message. It does, however, attack
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false view of faith that too often prevadle i n O Treligian.rmleis é
deceptive counterfeit taught that God could be appeased by ditgfeitvance
of religious rituals. As result many set their hope in their ritual
observanceéand thus ultimately i
rebdlious people that the prophets from Samuel to Malachi addressed.

This sterility is all too commo
and pray our way through the | et
religious6 Ch-anmn€Histians b the létterrit isdekand u
angels, or JestandMoses or Jesuandpriesthood. In our time it is more
likely to be Jesusindpolitics or Jesuandeducation, or even Jesaad
Buddha. This letter deletes the hyphens, theadd The focubecomes clear
and sharp again: éThe main and what
God has dongs doing and will do for us Jesus is the revelation of that
action. Our main and central t as
actonrevehed in Jesus. Our part in tf#h
human acti on i ninthewaybbhonive e d dlep d @
Message

Knowing the Lord also does not mean swinging as a pendulum in the
opposite direction and lapsing into a sloppl-senfidence that encourages
laziness and excuses disobedience. Instead it means exercising diligent
out of a fierce desire to please rather than dishonor Christ. The major prg
concern in Hebrews is that Christians not be intimidated by theudti
circumstances they face and follow a passive fatalism back to their old
religion. Instead they should stand firm in their devotion to Jesus Christ
because of the superiority of Hierson His ministry, and Hislife. So,
interspersed in this sermigrietter we call Hebrews are five passages of
solemn warning centered on Jesus Christ to attemptlightethe embers of g
dying fire (2:34; 3:124:2; 6:48; 10:2631; 12:2529). These passages have
been interpretive battlegrounds when the strong wgrnature of the context
is ignored.

Read & Reflect

1. The Superiority of the Personof Jesus Christ- 1:1-5:10
A. Jesus Christ is greater than the OT prophet$ 1:1-3

B. Jesus Christ is greater than the angels 1:4-2:18

C. Jesus Christ is greater than Moses 3:1-19

D. Jesus Christ is greater than Joshua 4:1-13

E. Jesus Christ is greater than Aaron as High Priest 4:14-5:10

h

2. The Superiority of the Ministry of Jesus Christi 8:6-10:18

Hebrews
NOTES

t hemsel ves.

n even today.
er to the He
5

ntral action
k is to |ive
ne action is
et

faith

wctical

The resul

AThat 6s w
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Hebrews
NOTES
A. Jesus Christ provides a bettesoil T 5:11-6:20a

B. Jesus Christmakes available a better priesthoodi 6:20b-8:6

C. Jesus Christ mediates a better covenaiit8:6-13

D. Jesus Christ furnishes a better tabernaclé 9:1-11

E. Jesus Christ offers a better sacrificé 9:12-10:18

3. The Superiority of our Life in Jesus Christi 10:19-13:17
The |Iife of Jesus Christé
A. Releasesopeto perseverei 10:19-39

B. Providesfaith even in trialsi 11:1-12:3

C. Callstolovedespite the cost 12:4-13:17

4. Epiloguei 13:1825
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Hebrews
NOTES
A. Prayer & doxology 1 13:1821

B. Personal remarksi 13:22-25

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 | Bucketo
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James
NOTES

James

Central Message

A series of sermon notes on the thefmuthentic faith produces radical
life responses, even in the toughest of titnes.

Author, Date & Pla ce

Although there are five men named James in the NT, the author is mos$
likely the oldest hatbrother of Jesus (Mt. 13:55). Early tradition has ascribed
authorship to him and there is no reason to question this view.

James is probably the earliest dftake NT writings, written between A.D.
45-49, but there is some question on the dating. This is the most Jewish of the
|l etters (addressed to fithe twelve tribeso) and bears a
the Sermon on the Mount. James was also one of the Tagbduments to
become firmly established in the NT canon, partially because the author js not
an apostle. Martin Luther had problems with James, callingitaat her
s t r a wy betaase heenisdnderstood the teaching on works in Jameg and
saw a conflicwith the teaching in Galatians on justification by faith alone.
Paul 6s readers were seeking to be justified by good dee
were feeling exempted from good deeds because they were justified. These
two teachings are actually friends, stangdback to back and addressing
different problems centered on the same issue.

Background & P urpose

—

ltds moving to think of the change of heart James expe
spiritual pilgri mage. At first Jesusd family was hostil
7:2-5) ard even tried to stop it (Mark 3:21). Shortly after His ascension,
however, the mother and brothers of Jesus are listed among the early believers
(Acts 1:14). James was one of the select individledsisappeared to after
His resurrection (1 Co 15:7), addmes may have come to faith at that time.
From early unbelief, James eventually emerged as the key leader in the church
in Jerusalem. Peter reported to James after his miraculous escape from prison
(Acts 12:17). James presided over the first Jerusalemcddbat decided the
crucial issue of Gentile entrance into the church (Acts 15:13). Paul visited him
on two occasions in Jerusalem (Gal 1:19; Ac 21:18) and
( Gal 2:9). James joined in thetofficial recognition of
the Gentiles (Gal28 0) . Tradi tion calls him AJames, the Justod and
c amel kneeso because of the thick calluses on his knees
prayer.

Stand back and admire the pastoral skills displayed by Pastor James gs he
teachesthat a un thiec f ai t h pr oduc elames mitshog a | life responses. 0

punches! He states his many penetrating and provocative truths with authority,
54 clear commands in the 108 verses. But his strong words are blended with
personal warmth and love as he encourdgeadthy spiritual life and
diagnoses and corrects nfislief and misbehavior with a deep, practical and
living wisdom. Wisdom is not primarily knowledge, although we need to
know. Wisdomidfis ki | | bewcdusve nghbat good is truth if we donot
integrae it with everyday practical experiences? Faith that produces no
change is no faith at all.
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Greetingi 1:1

1.

W

o

James

NOTES
James begins and ends this book abruptly without any opening thanksgiving
or final comment s. Itdés written more |ike a series of s
wiseandc ari ng pastor. Since James i§ so pithy and practica

perspective many readers miss. What does James tathow Go® How
does God then want to mold my life through my response of faith to beca
this kind of person? Read Jamedias varied pastoral exhortations to
encourage right behavior despite
discover the obvious application of this Ggiden wisdom (wisdom # s k i
i n | )to2Bvantary life as you read through the bauwkh a prayerful,
consecutive reading.

Read & Reflect

Experience Victorious Joy in Tough Trialsi 1:2-18
Be Quick to Listen & Respondi 1:19-27

Dondét Show Favoritism,i28-13t
Demonstrate Authentic Faith by Worksi 2:14-26

Tame the Torgue, especially those who Teadh3:1-12
Sow Wisdom to Harvest Righteousness3:13-18

Who Is in Charge, God or You?i 4:1-17

Live Life from an Eternal Perspectivei 5:1-12

Prayer for Everyday Life i 5:5:13-20

Questions for Future Study
oODeuteronomBuz%ke2z2 d

me

di fficult
1

circumstance

Fulfill the Royal
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1 Peter
NOTES

1 Peter

Central Message

Godfosr esence peopl e cstaml frminthé true gracéal he wor |l d t o
of God in the storms of life.

Author, Date & Place

The author identifies himself as the apostle Peter (1:1). From Galilee, Peter
was a fisherran by trade. Peter seems to have been a natural leader, always
listed first in the lists of the Apostles. He was married and his wife
accompanied him on some of his preaching tours (1 Co 9:5). Although he was
the apostle to the Jews, his response to arvigid to the first Gentile convert,
Cornelius (Acts 10). Tradition says that Peter was martyred around A.D. 67
68 in Rome by crucifixion upside down.

The contents and character of the letter reflect what we know about Peter.
Peter 6s aut tlested bylrearly and strong sugport ohthetchurch
fathers. Some modern critical scholars question Peter
Greek of 1 Petesigood literary Greek. Shpw could a simple Galilean
fisherman pen such a masterpiet&@ir argumenis hardy compelling and
does not negate the other strong evidence, especially since Silas may have

been more than just a stenographer (5:12). Peter wrote this firstlfetter

o

A. D. 61 because there is f ahbdfolehisari ty with Paul s prison

deah in 67-68, possibly shortly after the fire in Rome in A.D. 64.

1 Peter was penned frofiBabylord (5:13),andthere is much speculation
what he means. | todés widely held hat Peter may well be
ABabyl ond as a code wthemokofdRRevelaisnent i ng Rome, as in
(Rewelation17:9-10) since tradition connects him with Rome in the later part
of his life. Although we cannot be sure of the place, in any case, Peter writes
to scattered Christians in Asia Min(r.1) who are undgoing intense
persecution for their faith.

Background & P urpose

AfOne hot July night in A.D. 64, Rome caught fire. For
nights the fire blazed out of control. Ancient temples and landmarks were
swept away. Homes were destroyed. Ten of the 14 city sectidiesed
damage; three sections were reduced to rubble. The people of Rome were
distraught and angry, especially because it was widely believed that if
Emperor Nero had not actually set the fire, he certainly had done nothing to
contain it éde€dseapagdayon Wwhich ta lelagne the fire. The
Christians were nominated for th|s dubious honoré. Nero
church t o StudenttSgrendiptyrBible (

The news of the Christians killed in Jerusalem spread
fires of suffeging and persecution ignitedgtsurrounding areas and spreiata i
Asia Minor? Many of these believers had already left their homes in
Jerusalem when persecution broke out there. Now, in a foreign land, they
were suffering difficult times, especially fronmloelievers living around them.
Things could only worsen. Peter did not write this letter to tell these
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Greetings from Petér1:1-2

1.

Pad 6 s Fi naills1ZMeeti ngs

Christians they were immune from further persecution. Instead, he encoy
them to stand true and endure the suffering for the sake of Christ arsd in
strength, no matter how intense it became. He seeks to change their foc
from the difficulties at hanSimplyo
Understanding the Bilep. 257).How we suffer is a powerful testimony.

Even in the midst of the inseiGty around us, there is a true security, all t
way to glory.Truelove fuels truéholiness, producinguthentichumility and
worship resulting in practical r
forms in us gracticalperspective on sufferingvhich releases perseverance
to pursue meaning and purpose, aligning with our design the Garden in
Genesis 1 and @ndwith ourtrue purposdived out here and in adlternity. At
least 26 times Peter dwells on the joy and glory and grace that a@gaimst
the 14 times he mentions the suffering of Christ and His Christian followe
In the midst of painful refining there is heartfelt rejoicing with tangible
rewards for enduring service under enemy fihech lives lived out together
in koinoniain community prepare for a powerful witness to the lost world
Peter 3:15)All this flows out of the true grace we experience through an
authentic and energizing relationship with Jesus now and climaxing in
everlasting glory and our final destinatibtfOME with Jesus forever!

Read & Reflect

TheExchanged.ife i Go d 6 s foGHoly Charactei 1:3
2:10

ThePilgrim LifeT Go d 6 s foBGoadVeorks
2:11-4:11

TheExpectanLife i Go d 6 s foGHeeroic Berseverande
4:12-5:11

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29:29 B

1 Peter

NOTES

raged
N
Us

the glory to comebo
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2 Peter

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction the article on 2 Peter
in New International Bible Dictionarypp. 774775.

C Read2 Petertwo times.

1-2-3 John
NOTES

C Write out one response under fAMy Response to

Central Message

The antidote to encroaching apostasy is to make every effort to pursueg
knowing and experiencing God and His secure provision.

Author, Date & Place

Peter identifies hims$kas the author of this second letter (1:1; 3:1). From
the letter itself Peter seems to anticipate his own death shortly1%)14
Since strong tradition holds that Peter was martyred by crucifixion upside

down during Nerods r7ei(g\ner oad sd adteea|tphr iwoars

from Rome is reasonable.

Some critical NT scholars question
a stylistic difference (1 Peter is eloquent Greek) and because it has the goorest
external attestation by the church fatherst iBsomeone were to make up
stories about being Peter, it would be strange if he did not also imitate the
style of the first epistle more closely, and the very content of this letter would
heap condemnation on him as a false teacher! Peter, the apastis,to be
the author. Internal evidence indicates Petrine authorship (the author was with
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, 2118 he wrote a previous letter,
3:1; he knew Paul well, 3:15). If Silas aided Peter in writing 1 Peter (1 Peter
5:12), any differences could be explained by Peter writing the letter himself
without help. These factors point to 2 Peter as a genuine work of Peter.

Background & purpose

About threeyears after Peter wrote his first letter to Christians in Asia
Minor, he wrote gain (3:1). 1 Peter addressed how they should respond a:)
suffering fromoutside while 2 Peter concerns itself almost exclusively wit
danger fromwithin the fellowship. False teachers were infiltrating the
churches and turning many from the pure and sinfagth. 2 Peter is a
sobering reminder that the Christian faith always seems merely one generation
from extinction and thus underscores the necessity of personal discipleship in
J e s u s-ibon miaistry.

2 Peter is a very important book for today hessit deals with the very
issues confronting the church today: a lax lifestyle based on weak theology.

Peterds purpose for writing is threefold,

chapters. Chapter one is a strong exhortation to grow in knowing Jesus
through Scripture so their calling will be certain. The essential antidote to
error is always the true knowl edge

Peter 6s

of

tion £6.8D.

the Lord

Hi s Reve

6

aut hor shi

Jesus
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academic, but spiritual arising from a growing experience of Christ that
transforms life (1:2, 3, 8; 2:20;18). Chapter 2 is very similar to the Epistle
of Jude and exposes the marked contrast between the character and tea
of the false teachers and true apostles. They deny the Lord, say that beh
does not matter (Afr ee dedeslinedfars t
destruction. The | ast chapter em
Coming and stirs them up to pursue Jesus without wavering. Peter begin
ends his letter with fiwork hardo
weneedintd day of ANew Agenteredtlifestylesy ht

Read & Reflect
Greetingsi 1:1-2

1. Work Hard To Deepen Intimacy With Jesusi 1:3-21

A. Grow in experiencing Jesus and His sure promisésl:3-4
B. Give it your all to apply these to your daily livesi 1:5-11
C. Pay attention tiol:1B2do s

cl ose g

2. Watch out For False Teachers 2:1-22
A. Warning of false teachers among them (summary) 2:1-3a

B. The certainty of their judgment based on Scripturel 2:3b-10

C. A horrific description of their teaching and characteri 2:11-22

3. Wait For JesusO Sure C&nhi8n
A. Think wholesomely on the sure return of our Lord 3:1-10

B. Work hard, therefore, to live from your security in Christ 1 3:11-18

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
29

heir
bhasi zes

1-2-3 John
NOTES
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g With Holy Passion

Bucket 6

oDeuteronomy 29:
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1-2-3 John
NOTES

Assignment

C First read the following paragraphs of introduction and then the articl
on 1-2-3 John (53637) and Gnosticism (393)ew International Bible
Dictionary.

Also read the paragrapim @nosticism inThe NIV Study Bibl§ 1906).
Read1-2-3 Johntwo times.

19
(%]

O 0O O

Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Because the Word of life has broken into a dark world, Christians can be
assured of salvation in Chriahd enjoy fellowship with God and one another.

Author, Date & Place

Although none of these three short letters attributed to the Apostle John
actually bear his name, their similarity with his Gospel, the internal evidence
(eyewitness, 1:4; 4:14; his aiof apostolic authority, 1:5; 4:6), and the
external witness of early Christians all point to the Apostle John as the author.
He wrote these three epistles towards the end of his life, probably from
Ephesus between A.D. &b, after the Gospel and before\rlation.

Background & P urpose

John wrote three different styles of literature. Aeaangelishe first wrote
his Gospel so that we might believe in Jesus and enter into lifepastarhe
wrote 1, 2, and 3 John so that we might gain assurance tfeor Christ. As
aprophethe lastly wrote Revelation to give us a fresh revelation of Jesus
Christ and what Haasdone,isdoing, andvild o. Johnés Golspel under scores
faith, his epistlesove and Revelatiohope

John was often called the Apostlel@fe because of the tender concern for
other Christians seen in these lettérsify d e a r ). This is uiderae n
contrast from the description Jesus gave John and his briotBeo, n s o

—~—;

Thundéas k 3:17). Johnédés verylorebfar acter was transfor med
Jesus in its deepest recesses and he never could get ov
|l ove the Father has |l avished on us!o 1 John 3:1)

Johnds st ylplain, friendlycandrfatherly. Yet thete such a
depth, richness and vitality becaube Father, Son and Spirdrehis focus
His life reflects a deep experience of firsthand spiritual intimacy with God|
John is contemplative and presents truths as they come by perception rather
than merely by reasoned conclusion. John is also practicasemsdhe
confirmation of truth in ouresponding tandexperiencingruth, rather than
merely in ourstatingtruth. Five ways we learn and experience truth according
to John are bgoing, by observing byreceiving by theHoly Spiritand by the
written Word of God(1 John 2:3, 2:1849, 3:16b, 4:13, 5:13).
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1-2-3 John
NOTES

Towards the end of Johnés Il ong |ife, tradition has him
Counterfeit Christianity claiming to be the real deal was on the rise and it
obscured théd ma i n &of thd GoodriNéws and darcut essential
Christiandoctrines and behavior. Although John never names the heresy| we
can deduce certain features from his defense of the Good News. This false
teaching (an early forerunnerdf2 ent ury Gnosticism, so called fAsecret
k nowl e dghtehat)matteramas essentially evil and spirit is essentially
good. This dualism caused the false teachers to deny the Incarnation of Christ
and the Resurrection and despise anything that has to do with a commitment
to a moral life. The true God, they tst, could never indwell a material body
of flesh and blood. Therefore, the human body that Jesus supposedly
possessed was not real, but merely apparent. Since the evil human body was
merely the envelope for the spirit within, moral sins also becamevargie

and so they had no sin. No wonder John calls them Afals
Adeceitful, o0 nAciHiilakdB8edm ta fc(ARA 226;dV i | , 0

3:10; 4:1; 4:3). John answered this error with indignation-83:and

reminded them ofthB mai n &ofpltahe@m0Good Newséwho Jesus is, what

He has done, and our response to live righteously and to love one another.

What are the genuine, irrefutable fAimarksdo of an aut hen

Both tough and tender, John was aggressive in setting forthnpéesbut
transforming truth othe Trinity in actioninourlive¢ not i ce Johnés use of
fi k n §.Whe letter is characterized by a series of sharp contrasts (light/dark,

love/hate, truth/lies, righteous works/evil works, life/death, Spirit/spirits, new

birth/world) to communicate the diametric polarity between authetgimal
l'ife and the false teaching. Johpds purpose was to ferr
encourage a radical response to the personal reign of King Jesus in their lives.

In three ever rising cyclgd:5-2:27, 2:284:6, 4:75:12), more in the Hebraic
style than the linear western style of logic, John sets forth three tests or marks
of true relationship with Jesus. Genuine Christiansdethonstrate a way of
life thatgrowsin 1) willing obedience 2) love for other Christians, and 3)

faith in Jesus as God incarnate- Iltés not enough to be
esed0 or give a lofty prdfwWadi adm.e[sPayotuar John |l ovingly a
life ook |ike?0

2and3JohnJ ohnds t wo # p oilwantcgrowidgsfaith, bue f{1 ect a v
also give us snatches of the menaces in the early ctiuestd 3 Johrdeal
with certain people who have wrong views of Christ, especially demonstrated
in the problem of the abuse of generous hospitality to travelling missienarie

Read & Reflect

Prologue: The Incarnation Makes Life Possible 1:1-4

1. 1stCycleof Assurance: Fellowship with Godi 1:5-2:27
A. Mark of obedienceconfession, cleansing & obediendel:5-2:6

B. Mark of brotherly love loving brother = walking in light - 2:7-11

C. Interlude on Christian growth and loving the worldi 2:12-17
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1-2-3 John
NOTES
D. Mark of faith: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God 2:18-27

2. 2" Cycleof Assurance: Born of Godi 2:28-4:6
A. Mark of obediencedoing right evidences sonship 2:28-3:10

B. Mark of brotherly love we should love one another 3:11-18

C. Summary: assurance comes when the 3 marks interseic3:19-24

D. Mark of faith: Jesus is the Christ come in the flesh 4:1-6

3. 39 Cycleof Assurance: Life from Godi 4:7-5:12
A. 1%tMark of brotherly love God soloved usi 4:7-12

w

1stMark of faith: Spirit released testimony to Saviofi 4:13-15

C. 2™Mark of brotherlylove rely on Gdd:d&2ll ovlfe for us

©

Mark of obedience keep Godos icbd#anand ment s

29Mark of faith: Jesus is the Son of God 5:4b-12

m

Epilogue: Five Resounding Christian Certainties 5:13-21

2 John
Prologuei 1-3
1. Walking in the Truth T 4-6

2. Abiding in the Truth 7 7-11

NT Companion Page 99 Jim Fredericks2012



1-2-3 John
NOTES
Epiloguei 12-13
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3 John
Prologuei 1
1. Following the Way of Truth i 2-4

2. Helping the Brethreni 5-8
3. Rejecting Evl and Doing Goodi 9-12

Epilogue- 13

My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29:

29

1-2-3 John
NOTES

Bucket 6
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Jude
NOTES

Jude

Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

C ReadJucetwo times.
C Write out one response under fAMy Response to His Reve

Central Message

Be strong in the faith and full of loving mercy towards others as you
actively contendfor the truth.

Author, Date & Place

The author identibieshéi meel JamesfAdudkréaNT refers
to five different people named Jude or Judas (another form of the Hebrew
name Judah). Judas, the Hatbther of our Lord, brother of James, the Just,
pastor at Jerusalem (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3) seems to be the best choice. He
describes himself by his r 0 t haene, act hi$ a t hagis Usal, indicating
that his brother was well known to his recipients.

Dating the letter is difficult and hinges on the close correlation betweer
Jude 418 and 2 Peter 2. Jude knew Peter and werye fighting against the
same foes. Is Jude dependent upon 2 Peter, 2 Peter on Jude, or both of them
on a third document? If Jude was written before 2 Peter, it may have begn as
early as A.D. 65. If Jude was written after 2 Peter, it may have beer as lat
A.D. 80. But, for the same reasons mentioned under 2 Peter, there are np
conclusive reasons to agree with modern critical scholars and assign to Jude a
date in the ® century.

Background & purpose

Jude wanted to write a treatise on salvation, butéhge basis of
Christianity was in jeopardy! Prompted by Godés Spirit,
with a fiery call to defend the faith against the heretics who had wormed their
way into the Christian community. Our spiritual communities are just as
susceptibld¢o disease as our physical bodies. So Jude diagnosis this early
strain of the spiritual virus of Gnosticism invading the church, not the ascetic
variety that Paul exposed in Colopssians, but the antino
the | awd or f ra;ms dsdheir kbynotejnThase falserteachers
denied the Lord of Glory and argued that salvation by grace alone gave them
license to sin since their sins would no longer be held against them (4).

Jude also prescribes the antidote for this spiritual malddypegins and
ends with a ringing affirmation of Godds sovereignty in
secure. Then he warns them not to merely avoid the heretical teaching, but to
go on the offensive (without being offensive!) Actively fight against apostasy
by building their lives on the foundation of the faith and clinging tightly to the
love of God.
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Jude
NOTES

Read & Reflect

Greeting 17 1-2
1. Purpose Statement: Contend & Exposé 3-4

2. Exposing the False Teachers in the Community 5-16
A. Godbs pattern of putdilsdrationg)i 4 n from the pas

B. Their character and conduct (3 illustrations, 811 & 6 graphic
metaphors, 1213)7 8-13

C. Their certain judgment (apocryphal quote)- 14-16

3. Contending For the Faithi 17-23
A. Remember Chr iid?®s warning

B. Remain in i@Ge2dds | ove

C. Rescue erring brothersi 22-23

Doxology of Praisei 24-25
My Response toHis Revelation

Key Themes

Questions for Future Study
oDeuteronomy 29: 29 |  Bucket o
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Assignment

First read the following paragraphs of introduction andother
introduction.

OptionalRead the three
Bible Handbookpp. 466, 467, and 469.

ReadRevelatiorthrough at one sitting, rapidly to capture the big pictur
Write

shor tHagards i c |

AN

OO0 0O O

out under

Central Message

The revelation of Jesus Christ provides staying power in the midst of s
persecution because God Almighty reigns, Father, Son and Spirit.

Author, Date & Place

Strong internal evidence (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8) and some external evidembe
tradition) support the authorship of the Apostle John (although some criti
scholars deny it). Although two periods of persecution are most often
mentioned as a possi bl e dat e68(@rndh
the latter partof Domiin 6 s r e i -86), the ldter @ate is Bebt. It gives
time for the decline of the churches in chapte® Bpresents the extreme
persecution from Rome tlhadtsdidaentasihs
the early tradition that John was exiledte island of Patmos by Domitian
around A.D. 94 for his missionary activitieso perhaps sometime around
A.D. 9596.

Background & P urpose

As anevangelistiohn wrote his Gospel, agpastorhe wrote 1, 2, and 3
John and as prophethe wrote Revelation h its dramatic series of
symbolic word pictures. It captures the awesomenetigaklational Triune
God as our necessary focus in the midst of the intensification of the spirif
warfare cascading over the churchJbhnhe reaches farther back into
eternity than any other Bible writer does (John-3)Jand inRevelatiorhe
reaches farther into the future than any other Bible writer (Revelati@2R1
Inordertoliveinthisit i me b et wedrawsirhultameouslfrome s
Genesis 1 & Zbringing he Garden forward, owtesigr) andRevelation21 &
22 (borrowing now from our sure future, our destinyle bookends of time.
Borrow from the tomorrow of Revelation 21 & 22 and also walk in the
Garden of Genesis 1 & 2, drawing both from dastinyand ou design Just
as the first book of the Bible,
purpose to create a people of His Presence, so the last book supplies th¢
consummation of His plan for eternal friendship (cp. Genesis 3 with Rev.
22:1-5 for amazing paallels!)

These were perilous times for C

one response

Revelation
NOTES

es on fAMaster Keyo in

e.

My Response to His Reve

evere

e
cal

a)

|l atter part of Neroos

umed in the book

ual

Genesis, provides the b

hristian believers. Dur

they were crucified, burned alive, thrown to lions, and forced to kill one
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another as gladiators because they would not cofifésa e s a r Joln
wrote Revelationit t hi s decaying and wick
by giving them the long view. They may suffer now while Caesar pretend
be Lord, but ahead lies unimaginable glory when Jesus, the true Lord, cg
in power. This kind of vision would give harasgedristians the strength to
endure, 0 even i f StudentcSerentigty Biblekis t
book provides aancient/nevworldview (or mental map), which gives
believers an accuraperspective on history by showing that the Kingdom ¢
God iseternal, and that it will ultimately be victorious over all the kingdom
of the world. Many of the creative interpretations of Revelation could be
avoided simply by keeping thmirposeof the letter clearly in the forefront.

The F'century Christians undstood that the present age is evil and corr
and will be destroyed so the pleasures of society were not as attractive t
as Jesus. The central turning poinfudtire history is the coming Day of the
Lord when Jesus will return again in power atahgto usher in the fullness
ofthe Kingdom{ our Al i.vi ma@gr htolpe 6mo ment |,
live between the times of thé'and 2c omi ng of Jesus
yet o of the Ki ngdoatevictbry wassecured &Eh r
cross, but the victory will be realized in its finality at the Second Coming.
experience a foretaste of the coming age today, even while we still taste
this evil age.

Johnds readers were familiar wi!
(apocalypti¢ because it flourished in the period between the testaments
(Revelation is the only apocalyptic book in the NT, although Daniel, Ezek
and Zechariah in the OT are also partially apocalyptic literature). Apocaly
writing is normally characterized by &)focus on future events; 2) the
expression of heavenly and spiritual realities through vivid visions contait
symbolic images; 3) a portrayal
God bursting through to intervene in the end, rescuing His paogleghting
all the wrongs. Sinceodaywe ae unfamiliar with apocalyptic literature as g
whol e and also separated from Jo
geography, and culture, many of these symbols are difficult for us to inte

There ae four major lenses through which Revelation has been interpre
First,preterists(t f r om a wor d meaning fipast
exclusively in terms of itsSicentury setting of conflict between the church
and Rome, casting the book in the fornvisions to conceal its meaning fro
hostile pagans. They claim that these events have already taken place.
historicistscontend that the book describes the panorama of the long cha
events from Patmos to the end of history. The symbolic faanse
identified withspecifichistorical events in human historgges or time
periods of historyThird, futuristsplace most of the events after chapter 3 i
the end times, based on 1:1 and 1:19. Different schools of thought vary
depending omow muclthey place in the future. Fourtspiritualists
(idealistg treat Revelation as purely a dramatic picture of the conflict of g
and evil that persists in every age. Exercise caution here because any st
interpretation that separates interpretatiamf the genuine (even if symbolig
realities of the occasion of the book are dangerous and questionable.

Read Revelation with the assurance 1) that it had a real message for it
time; 2) that its lessons have been illustrated by the history of theh;taund
3) that it contains prophetical references to the future. Read so that this
book of the end times can modify any systef the future you may possess
Fortunately, the great fundament
depend on adaiing a particular point of view. They are available to anyon
who will read the book for its overall message and resist the temptation t
become overly enanteN\StudyiBiblp t he

Revelation
NOTES
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Revelation
NOTES

John records these visions in the chronological drdetich hereceived
them,notin historical order (for example, Jesus is born in chapter 12, exalted
in chapter 5, and walking in the midst of His churches in chapter 1). The many
long and complicated visions blend into one another, overlap at timbacha
and start over, and pick out and expand details. Read them for what they are:
visionary accounts of Reality that were given by God to portray profound
spiritual and theological truths.

| believe the keytote Book of Rev adbiesseddhenwe|s 1: 3éwe a
readthese words anthke to hearthe overarching messages of the book.
Godo6s bl essi ng reading(R®.\Aewe eeadirapidly thraughp n
Revelationt he mountain peaks of Godds|encouragement in the
will stand out as pwerful beacon lights to enliven our responses. What are
those certain mountaintop truths, shining beacons for our lives?

The relationgl Triune God is awesome in His majesty.

The Lamb is worthyand will conquer since He is also the Lion

Our Creator God i control offi H istery.0

G o d Kingdomservantwarriorsare protected now and will be victorious
Godwi | | right all wrongs "conmingr ewar{d Hi s own at Christodos 2

Even though Revelation is difficult to outline, a distinctive feature of thig
book isthe frequent use of the number seven, the number of perfection (52
times). The outline below is piecemealed together from several sources and
revolves around seriessévensa n d J o hfoldduseofio mr t he Spiri t o
(1:10, 4:2, 17:3, and 21:1(Revelaion begins with a majestic unveiling of
the ascended Jesus walking ameagerrepresentative churches and
concludes witlsevemew experiences of the consummationy e s , Il |am
comingfifonem. 0 Come, Lord Jesus. 0

Read & Reflect

Prologue: The Return of Christ - 1:1-8

E I )

1. Jesus ChristChampiorsthe Churchi 1:9-3:22
A. Setting: Vision of Jesus Christ among the churchésl:9-20
B. The sevenletters to selected churches in Asia Minof 2:1-3:22

2. Jesus ChristControlsHistory i 4:1-5:14

A. Context: A vision of the thronei 4:1-11
Context: The conquering Lion is the slain Lambi 5:1-8:1
The sevenseals of disastei 6:1-8:1
The seventrumpets of judgmenti 8:2-11:18
The sevensigns of the interludei 11:19-15:4
Theseverbowl s of pl aguéek506f21 Godds| wr at h

OO @ > W

3. JesusChrist ConquerosEvil 7 17:1-21:8
A. Setting: One of 7 angels carries John away to the desértl7:1-3a
B. 1tMovement: Mystery of the woman on a scarlet beast 17:3a18
C. 2" Movement: Seven voices describing fallen Babyl®ri8:1-19:10
D. 3 Movement: Jesus crukes the kings at Armageddon 19:11-21
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