
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled By Jim Fredericks, 2012 

Modified by XXXXX, 20XX 

 
Your helpful companion as you read through the New Testament and relate truth to your life. 



   
   

NT Companion Page 2 Jim Fredericks, 2012 

 



 



   
   

NT Companion Page 4 Jim Fredericks, 2012 

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus Christ teaches that God has spoken reliably and 

authoritatively (John 10:35; 17:17). No matter what 

society says, everything is not relative. There is a final 

standard…God’s Word. We can know some things for sure 

because God has spoken, even if there is a measure of 

relativity in our perception and understanding of what the 

Bible says. Let the Spirit of God Himself teach you (John 

14:25.) 

Pastor Jack Hayford’s words reflect my own purpose for 

writing NT Companion. “In short, we aren’t interested in 

speculation or expansive elaboration. We want to get to the 

core of the truth, first to see how it applies to our lives, 

then to see how we can minister that truth to others….My 

whole life centers on the conviction that every believer is 

intended to become a fully qualified minister, not in the 

professional sense of the word, but in the most practical 

way,…To be kingdom-minded is to have a heart set on the 

desire of spreading God’s kingdom to share, teach, give, or 

spread the love of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. It is to realize he has given us His Spirit in order 

that we might be fully qualified not only to live His life, 

but to give it too—by his power and for His glory! I 

suspect that if you’re reading these words, I’ve just 

described you! I dare say you’re already serious about 

experiencing more than the incredible blessing of knowing 

God, but you’ve decided you want to live in the joy of 

showing Him and His beauty to others. And that’s the real 

purpose for knowing God’s Word! Bible study was never 

intended to be a mere accumulation of information, only 

an intellectual pursuit. God gave his Word so that we 

might be transformed by it and equipped with it!” 

(Hayford’s Bible Handbook, pp. vii-viii). 

How can you use this as a companion? Every book of 

the Bible is laid out in the same format for convenience. 

Glance at the “Assignments,” then read the “Central 

Message,” “Author, Date & Place,” and “Background & 

Purpose.” These are designed to help you grab a quick, 

initial impression of the big picture of the book as a whole 

in its historical context.  

Then read through the book, preferably in one setting, with 

the brief outline under “Read & Reflect” by your side as a 

friendly companion or helpful guide. Each book has a 

main teaching and your assignment is to discover it. Read 

and reread the book until you detect what the central theme 

of each book is and conform your life to it. First give the 

book a chance to speak for itself before you dive into 

commentaries. Read rapidly without stopping to dawdle 

now. Make it your own! My outlines are not inspired. 

Read actively and jot down in the margins any pertinent 

thoughts or additional insights (with verse reference). 

Force yourself at this time, however, to keep in the 

forefront the movement of God through the book as a 

whole. This understanding will lay a solid foundation for 

your future, more detailed study of the parts in relationship 

to the whole. Read the Bible with eagerness, as you would 

an exciting adventure story. It is a revelation…God’s 

revelation! 

“My Response to His Revelation” is for you to note how 

God’s Spirit is stirring you as you read. God did not give 

us the Bible to merely store up information, but to deepen 

relationship with the God who created us and loves us 

deeply. Your response may be a prayer of adoration or 

thanksgiving because of God’s awesome character and 

promises. It may also be an area of your life that God 

wants to change and bring His Kingdom to…a growth 

edge. 

Finally, as you’re reading, you will discover threads that 

you would like to trace out farther. Jot these down quickly 

under “Self-discover Key Themes” and “Questions for 

Future Study” and push through to keep to the main 

theme. Don’t stop now. They’ll be there the next time you 

return to read or study this book, and you’ll be amazed at 

how God is answering these questions. You have a lifetime 

to learn and grow. Enjoy the adventure of faith! 

But where do I find the time? G. Campbell Morgan (1863-

1945), the well-known British Bible teacher stated, “The 

Bible can be read from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22 at pulpit 

rate in 78 hours.” A lawyer challenged him afterwards on 

his statement and Morgan simply asked him to first test it 

out for himself. The lawyer went home and read the Bible 

in less than 80 hours. How many hours are you willing to 

invest in reading and thinking through God’s Word in 

order to grow more like Jesus?  

I’ve synthesized, summarized and edited information from 

a number of sources to develop NT Companion as an aid to 

your active reading and application of the NT to your life. 

Here are some of the sources I’ve used. 
 Barker, Kenneth, General Editor, The NIV Study Bible, 

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1985. 

This is an incredible, concise study tool and the first 

purchase I would recommend. The introductions are, as 

a whole, fairly detailed, dealing with key issues, well 

written, and easy to absorb. The outlines are very well 

done, but are not interspersed within the text like some 

study Bibles since the NIV headings are used. 

 Baxter, J. Sidlow, Explore the Book, Zondervan 

Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1960. Baxter often 

has incredible insight into the big picture of a book. His 

book is designed to read along with a book by book 

study of the Bible, but is a little wordy and rambling at 

times. But when I’ve taken the time to really master a 

book of the Bible, J. Sidlow is usually my companion 
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because he offers a fresh perspective of the book…and 

from the perspective of a very Big-God who has 

provided everything needed to release and transform 

life. 

 Coleman, Lyman, Student Serendipity Bible, 

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1997. 

This has been designed especially with youth groups in 

mind. There are a variety of topical helps, lesson plans 

and questions scattered throughout that I have not taken 

time to read. But the introductions to each book are 

captivating!  The introduction deals with key areas, but 

in a way that is thorough and very readable. Many a 

time his introduction has captured what I was 

struggling to put into words. I could wish they had 

included an outline of each book, if it could be done 

with the same excellent insight. 

 Elwell, Walter A. and Yarbrough, Robert W., 

Encountering the New Testament, Baker Books, Grand 

Rapids, 1998. This book takes solid positions on most 

of the controversial subjects and is nicely laid out for 

research. The outlines have been moderately helpful. 

The pictures and color coded boxes make it an 

attractive book to read and he works hard to give it a 

trendy, contemporary feel (targeted for freshman in 

Bible College).  

 Hayford, Jack W., General Editor, Hayford’s Bible 

Handbook, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, 

1995. This very affordable handbook is a quick buy to 

build your library. This is a wonderful handbook by a 

pastor from a moderate Pentecostal background. It has 

excellent scholarly insights, but contain other sections 

with a distinctly devotional flavor. The introductions 

are exceptionally well done, dealing with major issues 

in a very concise way. The outlines are amplified and 

also very helpful. Each book also ends with a “Truth-

In-Action” section that provides tips for application to 

our daily lives. Especially in the OT, it’s “Keys” 

section can get a little too heavy on typology because 

Hayford is looking for the Kingdom, Jesus, and the 

Spirit in every book, whether these are primary 

emphases in that particular book or not. 

 Jensen, Irving L., Simply Understanding the Bible, 

World Wide Publications, Minneapolis, 1990. Too bad 

this is out of print (but worth buying through an out-of-

print book search firm). Jensen is a master at the chart 

outline. Shortly into the task of summarizing the NT, I 

found myself going to Jensen as my first resource. His 

introductions are concise, capture the heart of the 

occasion of the book, and extremely well written. His 

outlines often capture the heart of the book, and it has 

been rare that my outline did not correspond with his is 

some facet. 

 Morgan, G. Campbell, Pulpit Legends, A Bible Survey 

Genesis-Revelation, AMG Publishers, Chattanooga, 

TN, 1993. J. Sidlow Baxter must have used this as one 

of his many resources for his masterpiece, Explore the 

Book. Morgan,  “prince of the pulpit,” has also taken a 

look at the big picture hand of God through each book. 

This book also has great insights, is very devotional, 

and has the added advantage of being more concise 

than Baxter’s. 

 Peterson, Eugene, The Message, Navpress, Colorado 

Springs, 1993. This is a very contemporary paraphrase 

of the Bible (conveying parallel ideas rather than 

parallel words). Peterson’s short introductions to the 

NT books of the Bible are worth the price of the whole 

book. The first one I read was on the Book of Acts and 

I felt like I was there! I’ve brought in phrases and 

concepts from his excellent, pithy writing, and quoted 

large sections in places. 

 Sibbs, Alan M., Search the Scriptures, Inter Varsity 

Press, Downers Grove, Il, 1967. This little known 

three-year Bible study course has very short, but 

pointed introductions, and on several books of the NT I 

thought it presented the best outline I read. It’s 

designed with daily Bible readings that will take the 

reader through the Bible in three years. The two or 

three questions for each day are very penetrating and 

I’ve used these questions to teach inductive Bible 

studies, as well as for my own personal study. 

 Stringfellow, Dr. Alan B., Through the Bible in One 

Year, Hensley Publishing, Tulsa, 1988. 52 fairly short 

lessons (with lots of fill-in-the-blank and wide margins) 

makes a nice, rapid reading tool for the Bible. This 

book has influenced some of my formatting. Much of 

this excellent workbook is a summary of J. Sidlow 

Baxter’s Explore the Book (a good deal is quoted 

without quote marks). 

 Tenney, Merrill C., General Editor and Douglas, J. D., 

Revising Editor, New International Bible Dictionary, 

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1987. 

This is probably the classic conservative Bible 

dictionary, a revision of Tenney’s earlier one. The 

content is comprehensive, the articles are diverse, 

scholarly and well written. For a one-volume help, you 

won’t do better than this black and white masterpiece. 

 Wilkinson, Bruce H., Executive Editor, Your Daily 

Walk, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 

1991. The excellent Walk Thru the Bible Ministries 

bound this yearly devotional reading together in one 

book. The introductions are extremely short, but often 

add nice nuances. The helps for daily reading are nicely 

broken up between an overview (with additional 

outline), application and additional insights. The 

outline is less helpful because it’s more general and 

sometimes they get a little boxy because of alliteration 

and need to break it up for daily readings. Even with 

those limitations, this is a nice tool to have, especially 

when you teach through a smaller section. 

“There is a central heartbeat to God’s Word….That pulse-

beat flows from the heart of divine love—from the God 

who ‘so loved, He gave.’ In giving us His Son, the God of 

all glory and grace at once achieved two things: the 

fulfillment of His plan of redemption, and the possibility 

of His plan for restoration. This means that our Father has 

more in mind than simply making us ‘heaven-ready.’ His 

desire is to make us ‘ever-ready’—readied with his Spirit’s 

power to effectively deliver the gospel of the kingdom to a 

world strained and pained by the void of that order of life 

God intended every person to know” (Hayford’s Bible 

Handbook, p. vi
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Fulfillment 
Technological discoveries in the last few years have launched the internet 

technology onto our TV sets and the “Information Age” has exploded into our 

living rooms. We are inundated with a tidal wave of information and ideas 

today…some enrich our lives in revolutionary ways and some impoverish us. 

What do you think is the greatest mental concept a person can have?  

Easy! What first springs to mind when you hear the word “God”? No idea 

or concept is more critical than our concept of God. One perceptive Christian 

leader wrote that every imperfection in character, attitude, thought and action 

can ultimately be traced back to a low and improper view of God.  

Where can we go to develop an accurate view of God? The Bible is the 

Book of books for ideas and ideals about both God and man. Not only are 

these thoughts incomparable with every other book written, but God’s Word 

is actually alive with an inexhaustible vitality and life because it’s God’s 

Word illuminated and empowered by God’s Spirit. 1st century disciples were 

transformed through God’s Word just as His 21st century disciples are. There 

is a spiritual explosiveness in the Bible that makes men and women new and 

can impact whole nations and societies. To know this Book of books is worth 

whatever time and effort it may demand. 

The inspired Bible as a whole is like a library consisting of 66 books with 

two major divisions. The Old Testament (OT) consists of 39 individual books 

written by 28 different authors over the span of 2,000 years and the New 

Testament (NT) has 27 books with 10 authors writing under the Spirit’s 

inspiration over a 50 year span. Since every word of every book is a product 

of a single divine mind proclaiming His message, the teaching of all 66 books 

is complementary and consistent with each other. The full significance of each 

passage only appears when it’s set in the context of all the rest of Scripture. 

As you read and study over a lifetime, you’ll be more and more able to put 

together the different thoughts into a fuller harmony of the whole.  

A key to properly understanding the OT and the NT is to understand its 

structure. If you want to learn architecture, you first learn how buildings are 

put together. If you want to learn to understand the Bible, first learn how it’s 

put together. Otherwise it will be a jumble of unrelated stories. The OT has 

three different kinds of books: history, poetry and prophecy. If you know what 

kind of book you are reading, you’ll know what kind of information to expect. 

The first 17 books are historical; the next five books are poetical; the last 17 

books are prophetical. The NT has 5 historical books, 9 Pauline Letters, 9 

General Letters, and 4 Pastoral/personal Letters written by Paul. 

The OT is a preparation for the ultimate revelation of Christ in the New 

Testament. The OT saints had the unfailing promises of the covenants, the 

sacrifices, the prophecies, “yet none of them received what had been 

promised” (Heb. 11:39). They all pointed to a reality beyond themselves and 

Jesus is the fulfillment of these promises, God personally entering history in a 

way that unmistakably demonstrates that He is on our side, calling all the 

shots to restore relationship. “Fulfillment” is the keynote concept to transition 

from the OT to the NT (see the key verses in Mark 1:15 and Luke 4:21, in 

addition to Matthew’s 12 uses of “fulfilled” and John’s 7). 
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Titus

Romans Hebrews

1 Corinthians   P G  James

2 Corinthians   A G E  1 Peter

Galatians   U L N  2 Peter

Ephesians   L O E  1 John

Philippians   I R R  2 John

Colossians   N Y A  3 John

1 Thessalonians   E L  Jude

2 Thessalonians  (9) (9) Revelation

Matthew Mark Luke John Acts

POETRY (5)
Basic Pre-exile Post-exile Inner Basic Pre-exile Post-exile

Law History History Life Prophecy Prophets Prophets

5 9 3 5 5 9 3

Bible Arch

1 & 2 Timothy Philemon

PASTORAL/PERSONAL (4)

OLD TESTAMENT (39)

HISTORICAL FOUNDATION (5)

NEW TESTAMENT (27)
HISTORY (17) PROPHECY (17)

 

The Bible appears like a symphony orchestra with the Holy Spirit as its 

Toscanini. The messages in the Old Testament are harmonies, blending and 

building into a crescendo of the most perfect music when the Son of God 

Himself declares and reveals this God who has never before been fully seen. 

The OT speaks of Christ (John 5:39, 5:46) and Christ Himself is the goal 

toward which the entire OT was moving. This is what the disciples on the 

Emmaus road experienced after Jesus explained how the OT spoke of Him 

from start to finish: "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked 

with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" (Luke 24:32). 

Hearts aflame with a love for God! The supreme revelation of the Bible is 

of the ever-seeking, ever-restoring God taking the initiative to save and renew. 

God desires to re-establish relationship and infuse our hearts again and again 

with a divine revelation of Himself by restoring men to the main principle of 

human life, that of dependent, obedient faith in Himself. God is the great, 

good, and grace-giving Sovereign who created mankind and alone perfectly 

understands him. We’re created for His glory and the unfulfilled longing of 

our hearts only serves to confirm our original calling and design. Our deepest 

need is still for God alone as the only satisfying Source of life. Let’s look 

briefly and suggestively at two more of the uncompleted themes from the OT 

that Jesus fulfills in the NT. The messages in the OT are whispers which 

merge into perfect symphony only when the Son declares and reveals the God 

who has never before been fully seen.  
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1st Key: Trinitarian Framework 

1st Key: Kingdom of God 
I believe that King Jesus and the Kingdom of God (His dynamic right to 

rule) is one of the single most important integrating truth in the Bible. It’s the 

overarching concept that makes sense of the Bible.  

The Old Testament reveals that the Lord has always reigned and that a King 

will come.  

The Gospels fulfill this promise as Jesus came the first time as King 

(dressed as a suffering Servant). The parables explain the Kingdom and Jesus’ 

miracles and teaching bear witness to the presence of the Kingdom.  

The Book of Acts reveals the expansion of God’s “already, but not yet” 

Kingdom from a small Jewish sect to a growing spiritual army with a 

worldwide impact. We have real access to all the fullness of the Kingdom 

already. But the Kingdom has not yet come in all the outpouring of its power 

and glory because Jesus has not yet returned again. 

The Epistles teach that the King is coming again in full power and glory so 

we will be with Him forever, and also how we are to live as His radical 

Kingdom people in the “time between the times” of His 1st and 2nd comings.  

The last book of Revelation brings the culminating act of the Kingdom as 

King Jesus breaks into human history again in a comprehensive revelation of 

His kingly rule. He comes with unimaginable splendor, ushers in eternity, 

renews access to the tree of life, rights all wrong ,and reestablishes the 

fullness of God’s original Eden-purpose from Genesis 1 and 2. 

When I awake in the morning and think on King Jesus and God’s Kingdom, 

it brings a thrill to my heart, a bounce to my step, growing effectiveness to 

ministry, and steadfastness to my desire to be all He wants me to become. 

Jesus Christ is on His throne. King Jesus actively intervenes and invades in 

the affairs of life as a loving Conqueror. The Kingdom of God has life in itself 

because Jesus brings life and I partake in that right now. 

Here’s the question: “Where does God’s “dynamic right to rule” have 

unswerving authority in your life right now?” 

What has King Jesus called you and me to do today? Jesus said that those 

who believe will do the same works He did. So, read the Gospels. Study the 

life of Christ. That's what we are to be, to say, and to do. Read about the 

dynamic response of the disciples in the Book of Acts to continue "all that 

Jesus began to do and to teach” (Acts 1:1). 

The presence of the Kingdom means we will see and experience the visible 

signs of the Holy Spirit for witnessing and discipleship. Preach the Good 

News. Heal the sick. Cast out demons. Minister compassion. Love people. 

Forgive. Live in joy. Immerse yourself in the Word of God. Accept others. 

Live in purity. Please the Father. Free the oppressed…just like Jesus did. 

King Jesus is calling us to a life of trust and adventure beyond what most of 

us have ever previously experienced. He wants us to possess and live out an 

authentic spirituality without religiosity that attracts others to Himself. I 

believe this finds resonance in our hearts because God designed us for 

something bigger and better than ourselves.  

We have a King and His name is Jesus. He’s come once, and will come 

again. In the meantime He has delegated His Kingdom authority to His people 

to do His work on earth. God is unlimited in His creativity and invites 

us…yes, you and me…even now as we are, into an ever-larger share in what 
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He’s doing in the world today. Like Jesus, we can also enter into the work we 

see our Father doing (John 5:19).  
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2nd Key: Glory of God 
From the creating King of Genesis to the conquering King of Revelation, 

the Bible reveals that God has created mankind to receive and radiate His 

glory and to enjoy an intimate relationship with Him forever and ever. The 

glory of God (the radiant splendor of His marvelous character—His fame) is 

the melody of the Bible from beginning to end. God so enjoyed the mutual 

love that existed between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit before time 

began that God “went public” with His glory in creation! 

God created Adam in His image so that Adam could experience the glory of 

God daily as he walked with God in the cool of the day. But sin cut Adam off, 

even though God’s passionate desire to display His fame, His glory, never 

changed. God then snatched Abraham out of idol worship, made him His 

friend and displayed His glory when Abraham offered a sacrifice to God.  

When God brought Israel out from under Egypt’s strong hand, it was God’s 

glory that shattered the chains of slavery and set them free. God told the 

Israelites to build a Tabernacle for Him in the wilderness and God’s glory 

descended on it so that the pillar of fire by night and the cloud by day (the 

radiant splendor of God’s character) guided Israel for 40 years. Moses 

experienced the glory of God so intimately that his own face shown with 

God’s glory until it gradually faded. 

We next see God’s glory fall on the temple King Solomon built for God in 

Jerusalem, and the glory dwelt there until Israel’s wickedness was so 

detestable that the glory of God departed. One of the saddest descriptions in 

the Bible is the description of the glory of God withdrawing from the Temple 

in stages, slowly, reluctantly, as if God’s heart is broken because He had to 

remove His glory from sinful man. 

For the next 600 years we hear no mention of God’s glory. Until Jesus 

bursts on the scene! The God-man “is the radiance of God's glory and the 

exact representation of his being.” His disciples later wrote that “The Word 

(Jesus) became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the One and Only” (Heb. 1:3, John 1:14). The same glory 

that appeared so fleetingly in the OT now dwells permanently in Jesus and in 

His people (Eph. 3:21). God’s desire to “go public” with His glory and man’s 

longing to know God intimately intersect fully in Christ, is now reflected 

through His church, and will be permanently enjoyed in heaven (Rev. 21:23). 

The Bible appears like a symphony orchestra with the Holy Spirit as its 

Toscanini. Since the sixty-six books of the Bible are all a product of a single 

divine mind proclaiming His message, the full significance of each passage 

only appears when it’s set in the context of all the rest of Scripture. As you 

read and study over a lifetime, you’ll be more and more able to put together 

the different thoughts into a fuller harmony of the whole. 

The messages in the Old Testament are harmonies, blending and building 

into a crescendo of the most perfect music when the Son of God Himself 

declares and reveals this God who has never before been fully seen. This is 

what Jesus reveals. This is what the disciples on the Emmaus road 

experienced. After Jesus explained how the Old Testament spoke of Him from 

start to finish they responded, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"  

Hearts on fire, burning with a love for God! Despite what we see around us 

today, God’s heart and character has not changed at all. The supreme 

revelation of the Bible is of the ever-seeking, ever-restoring God taking the 

initiative to save and renew. He is re-establishing relationship and infusing 
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our hearts again and again with a divine revelation of Himself. We’re created 

for His glory and the unfulfilled longing of our hearts only serve to confirm 

our original calling and design. Our deepest need is still for God alone as the 

only satisfying Source of life.
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Four Gospels 

Have you ever asked yourself why there are four different, but non-

contradictory, Gospels and not one? The simple answer is because God willed 

it so! But in addition, this is also powerful internal evidence to the historicity 

of the Gospels. If four uninspired men had written separate, independent 

accounts, we should expect real contradictions and inadvertent inaccuracies. If 

four uninspired accounts had been written in collusion, they would have taken 

meticulous care to eliminate all such variations as we have in the four Gospels 

and to give us verbatim agreement. 

The truth is that with perfect naturalness the Spirit of God led Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John to pen for us four unique presentations of the Lord 

Jesus. Each has its own emphasis and is complete in itself, but all four 

together comprise a full portrayal of the God-Man, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Jesus is the Centerpiece of all history, so it’s fitting to give four Gospels to 

stir our interest, to spur our study and to satisfy our longing hearts with an 

accurate picture of the historical Jesus. These four are like a modern day 

barbershop quartet with their wonderful harmony uniting to produce a 

complete and melodious whole. 

Ezekiel 1:10 gives us a significant parallel, picturing four living creatures 

with four faces, all created beings living near the throne of God. I believe that 

the four faces of each creature (man, lion, ox, and eagle, cp. Rev. 4:6-7) are 

meant to express to us the perfect balance of beings living near to God. Since 

this pictures the image and likeness of the divine nature, it’s not surprising 

that the four Gospels also portray Jesus, the Son of God incarnate, with these 

same four characteristics. These are deliberate, and not merely decorative. 

The lion, the king of the beasts, represents power and regal majesty and was 

the emblem of the tribe of Judah, the royal tribe of Israel. Matthew highlights 

Jesus as the Messiah-King, “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” 

(Rev. 5:5) who has come to rule and reign. For instance only in Matthew 1) 

the genealogy goes back from Abraham through David and 2) foreign 

dignitaries, the Magi, came to find and worship the King of the Jews.  

The ox is the emblem of lowly service and Mark is preeminently the Gospel 

of action (the characteristic word is “immediately”), depicting Jesus as the 

Servant come to serve and suffer (with no genealogy and no record of Jesus’ 

birth, fitting for a servant).  

The man represents intelligence and purpose. Luke is the Gospel of Jesus’ 

manhood. Jesus came to share His life with us and sympathize with us in our 

need (the genealogy goes back to Adam, the first man, and many human 

elements of Jesus’ birth and boyhood are described only in Luke, along with 

more mention of prayer and the ministry of the Spirit).  

An eagle represents the heavens, mystery and transcendence. John writes a 

generation after the other three Gospels (called the synoptic Gospels since 

they agree extensively in language and content). The 4th Gospel portrays Jesus 

as the Son of God (John’s “genealogy” goes back before the first sunrise into 

eternity past!) Jesus is the Word, God manifest in the flesh (John 1:1, 14, 18). 

Matthew wrote for the Hebrew mind with heavy reference to the OT 

Scripture (41 quotations). Mark, writing from Peter’s perspective, wrote for 

the Roman mind. Dr. Luke, the traveling companion of Paul, wrote for the 

Greek mind. John, the one who laid his head on the chest of Jesus, wrote for 

the whole world. All four are necessary for a complete picture of the most 

radiant person ever, Jesus, who “is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being” (Heb. 1:3). 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Matthew one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Jesus is the Messiah, the promised King, the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament and also of our lives. 

Author, Date & Place 
Although this Gospel does not specifically identify its author, the early 

church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew (who was also called 

Levi, Mark 2:14), one of the 12 Apostles, was the author of this Gospel. 

Matthew was a Jewish tax collector for the Roman government. Because he 

collaborated with the hated Roman conquerors, his fellow Jews despised 

Matthew and the other tax collectors as traitors. Matthew, whose name means 

“gift of the Lord,” responded immediately to Christ’s simple call to follow 

Him and then threw a party to introduce His colleagues to Jesus (9:9-13). 

Early church tradition held that this was the first Gospel written, indicating 

a date between A.D. 50 and 65, prior to the destruction of the temple in A.D. 

70 by the Roman commander Titus since this event is still viewed as future 

(24:2). More recently, some recent critical scholars have hypothesized that 

both Matthew and Luke draw extensively from Mark’s Gospel and date it 

later, after Mark’s Gospel had circulated for a period of time. 

Background & Purpose 
Matthew is a great place to begin reading in the NT since Matthew reveals 

Jesus as the coming together in final form of themes and movements that had 

been set in motion in the OT. The OT ends with the great themes of sacrifice, 

covenant, kingdom, glory, and prophecy unfulfilled, like an unfinished 

symphony. Many religious Jews of the 1st century wanted to know who this 

Jesus was. Was He truly the promised King, the Messiah, the Anointed One, 

the Christ foretold in their Scriptures (our Old Testament)? So Matthew was 

written to Jews to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their promised 

Messiah and King. Matthew used the word “kingdom” 55 times and quoted 

the OT more than the other Gospel writers (including the characteristic phrase 

“that it might be fulfilled” 12 times, 1:22; 2:15; 2:17; 2:23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 

13:35; 21:4; 26:56; 27:9; 27:35).  

“Matthew tells the story in such a way that not only is everything previous 

to us completed in Jesus; we are completed in Jesus. Every day we wake up in 

the middle of something that is already going on, that has been going on for a 

long time….We are neither accidental nor incidental to the story….Mathew 
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provides the comprehensive context by which we see all God’s creation and 

salvation completed in Jesus, and all the parts of our lives—work, family, 

friends, memories, dreams—also completed in Jesus…. We get orientation, 

briefing, background, reassurance….Lacking such a context, we are in danger 

of seeing Jesus as a mere diversion from the concerns announced in the 

newspapers. Nothing could be further from the truth” (The Message). 

The very structure of the book into five divisions (like the Pentateuch) may 

also suggest Matthew’s purpose to demonstrate that Jesus is the fulfillment of 

the Law. The whole Gospel is woven around five great discourses (5-7, 10, 

13, 18, 24-25) and each division is sandwiched between narrative stories and 

concludes with the formula, “and when Jesus had ended these sayings” (7:28, 

11:1, 13:53, 19:1, 26:1). The fivefold division may be Matthew’s way of 

presenting the Gospel as a new Torah and Jesus as a new and greater Moses 

and the Church as God’s new people. As Jesus reaches the end of His earthly 

life, also note the increasing time He spent with His disciples, the men and 

method Jesus used to impact the known world with the Good News. “Jesus 

discipled the few to reach the many.” 

Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE: Birth & Boyhood of King Jesus – 1:1-2:23 

 

 

 

1. First Division – 3:1-7:29 

A. NARRATIVE (action): Preparation of King Jesus – 3:1-4:25 

 

 

 

B. DISCOURSE (words to disciples & crowd): Life in the Kingdom – 

5:1-7:29 

 

 

2. Second Division – 8:1-10:42 

A. NARRATIVE (action): Power of King Jesus – 8:1-9:38 

 

 

 

B. DISCOURSE (words to 12): Training for the Kingdom - 10:1-42 

 

3. Third Division – 11:1-13:53 

A. NARRATIVE (action): Rejection of King Jesus – 11:1-12:50 
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B. DISCOURSE (words to crowd): Growth of the Kingdom – 13:1-52 

 

 

 

4. Fourth Division – 13:53-18:35 

A. NARRATIVE (action): Mission of King Jesus – 13:53-17:27 

 

 

 

B. DISCOURSE (words to disciples): Fellowship in the Kingdom – 

18:1-35 

 

 

 

5. Fifth Division – 19:1-25:46 

A. NARRATIVE (action): Journey & arrival of King Jesus – 19:1-

23:39 

 

 

 

B. DISCOURSE (words to disciples): Consummation of the Kingdom 

– 24:1-25:46 

 

 

 

 

6. Final Passion Narrative (action) – 26:1-28:15 

A. Betrayal & mock trials of King Jesus – 26:1-27:32 

 

 

 

B. Crucifixion & death of King Jesus – 27:32-66 

 

 

 

C. Resurrection of King Jesus – 28:1-15 

 

 

 

EPILOGUE: Commissioning by King Jesus – 28:16-20 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Matthew one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Jesus  

Author, Date & Place 
Although  

Background & Purpose 
Matthew i 

Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE: Birth & Boyhood of King Jesus – 1:1-2:23 

 

 

 

 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
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Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Mark one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Jesus, the Servant, comes as a man of power and action, to restore God’s 

Eden-intent by providing salvation and raising up a remnant of disciples to 

continue His ministry. 

Author, Date & Place 
Although there is no direct internal evidence of authorship, the only name 

ever attached to the second Gospel is that of Mark. Early sources suggest that 

John Mark was a close associate of Peter (Peter calls him his “son”, 1 Pet. 

5:13), and Mark recorded Peter’s preaching about Jesus to the early Christian 

communities, striving for accuracy but not a tightly connected, strictly 

chronological narrative. 

Some modern critical scholars date Mark after the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 

70 since they deny predictive prophecy (Mark 13:2), which is unnecessary 

since the Lord can predict the future. If Acts must be dated around 61-63, and 

if the Gospel of Luke, the companion volume to Acts, preceded Acts, then the 

Gospel of Mark must be even earlier, since Luke apparently used Mark as one 

of his sources in writing his Gospel. Many solid scholars date Mark in the 

50’s or possibly 60’s, the first Gospel written. Mark probably wrote from 

Rome since John Mark wrote for a Gentile audience (Mark interpreted 

Aramaic words, 3:17; 5:41; 7:11; 7:34; 14:36; 15:22, and used Latin words, 

“executioner” in 6:27 and “penny” in 12:42). 

Background & purpose 
John Mark was the son of Mary, a woman whose home was a gathering 

place for Christians in Jerusalem and perhaps the location of the upper room 

for the Last Supper (Acts 12:12; Mark 14:13-15). John Mark returned to 

Antioch with Barnabas after the famine visit (Acts 12:25), and had the 

privilege of accompanying Barnabas and Paul on their 1st missionary journey, 

although he deserted the team early in the trip (Acts 13:13). Because of this, 

Paul refused to take Mark on the 2nd missionary journey, so he went with his 

cousin Barnabas to Cyprus (Acts 15:38-40; Col. 4:10). About a dozen years 

later John Mark was with Paul in Rome (Col. 4:10; Philemon 24), and Paul 

sent for him during his 2nd imprisonment just before his execution, stating that 

Mark “is helpful to me in my ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11). 

Mark is the action Gospel, simple, concise, and unadorned, yet a vivid, 

dynamic and exciting account portraying Jesus as a man of action and power, 
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especially appealing to the Romans. He races breathlessly through Jesus’ life 

by thematically connecting together a series of little stories. His Gospel has no 

lengthy introduction and emphasizes what Jesus did rather than what He said 

as Mark moves quickly from one episode in Jesus’ life to another. 

“Immediately” is a distinctive characteristic of Mark’s style (used 47 times 

and variously translated “at once,” “immediately,” “quickly,” “just then”). 

There are only 2 fewer miracles in Mark than in either Matthew or Mark (the 

other synoptic Gospels), even though Mark is much shorter. Mark is, 

therefore, a short, pithy manual to train informal missionaries to further His 

Kingdom no matter how high the cost. 

Since Mark’s genius is as a chronicler of stories everyone knew, not as the 

creator of them, be alert to the sequence of stories that Mark masterfully 

weaves together to unfold the progress of key themes, like geography (Mark 

begins in Galilee and ends in Jerusalem; Jesus’ unfolding ministry; the 

growing vision of who Jesus is; experiencing a growing concept of 

discipleship). The twofold thrust of Jesus’ life-purpose (Mark 10:45) was, 

first, to die for His people (which only He could do) and, second, to disciple a 

remnant in order to reach the lost world (which we are also called to 

reproduce). Because Jesus knew His life-purpose, attack or resistance did not 

sidetrack him. 

It’s also interesting to note in Mark the different ways that Jesus responded 

to the three major classes of people, the crowd, the Jewish religious leaders, 

and His disciples. Jesus invested an increasing amount of time to recruit, train 

and deploy His disciples. For instance, each section in “Jesus Serves” begins 

with a call to His disciples. Note also the passages on discipleship that arise 

from Jesus’ three predictions of His death in “Jesus Schools.” Jesus’ life-

purpose of raising up emerging leaders is also an important part of why He 

withdrew so often (specifically mentioned in 4:34, 7:17, 9:30 as if it were a 

pattern in order to talk in more depth with His disciples). “Jesus discipled the 

few to reach the many.” 

Read & Reflect 
1. Prologue: Jesus’ Preparation for Ministry – 1:1-13 

No genealogy, truncated temptation; Mark launches directly into action. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Jesus Serves – 1:14-8:30 
15 of the 18 miracles in Mark are in this section.  
Sections begin with calling disciples, emerging leaders. 

A. Snowballing popularity in early Galilean ministry – 1:13-3:12 

 

 

B. Undermining resistance in late Galilean ministry – 3:13-6:6a 
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C. Withdrawals from Galilee with His disciples – 6:6b-8:30 

 

 

 
(Jesus asks “Who Am I?” – Mark’s hinge passage - 8:27-30) 

 

 

 

3. Jesus Schools – 8:31-10:52 
Sections begin with prediction of His death on His way to Jerusalem. 

A. 1st Mention - Discipleship training, on the move – 8:31-9:29 

 

 

 

B. 2nd Mention - Discipleship training, Galilee to Perea – 9:30-10:31 

 

 

 

C. 3rd Mention – Discipleship Training, to Jerusalem - 10:32-10:52 

 

 

 

4. Jesus Sacrifices – 11:1-16:20 
Jesus sacrifices for us by the Father’s will at the hands of leaders. 

A. Attack: Popular entry into Jerusalem – 11:1-11:26 

 

 

 

B. Counterattack: Escalating opposition from leaders – 11:27-12:44 

 

 

 

C. Attack: Preparing disciples for future ministry – 13:1-14:41 

 

 

 

D. Counterattack: Arrest, mock trials, & death – 14:42-15:28 
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E. Attack: Resurrection & commissioning of troops – 16:1-20 

 

 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Luke one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Jesus, the perfect Man among men, fulfills His Spirit-empowered mission 

to restore life to those who believe.  

Author, Date & Place 
The author’s name does not appear in the third Gospel. Style, structure and 

language, however, offer convincing evidence that the same person wrote 

both Luke and Acts (see Acts introduction). Luke’s authorship is also 

supported by the uniform testimony of early Christian writings. Luke was 

probably a Gentile by birth, well educated in Greek culture, a physician by 

profession, a traveling companion of the apostle Paul in many of his journeys 

and a dear and loyal friend who remained with Paul after others had deserted 

him (Col. 4:14, Acts 16:10; 2 Tim. 4:11). 

Two schemes are suggested for the dating of Luke. Recent critical scholars 

who assume that Luke used Mark’s Gospel as one of his sources in writing his 

own account date the third Gospel in the A.D. 70’s. Others, however, point 

out that Luke wrote his Gospel prior to Acts (the 2nd volume of his history), 

which he probably wrote during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, about A.D. 

63. Since Luke was in Caesarea during Paul’s two-year imprisonment in 

Rome (Acts 27:1), he would have had ample opportunity during that time to 

conduct the thorough investigation he mentions in 1:1-4. In this case, Luke’s 

Gospel may be dated around A.D. 60-62. 

Background & Purpose 
Luke leaves nothing in doubt regarding his purpose for writing. Luke was 

commissioned by the Holy Spirit to provide a thorough, meticulous and 

orderly account of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. He used eyewitnesses 

as his primary sources (Luke 1:1-4). Its intent is to give all believers the 

assurance that Christianity is not one of many speculative systems searching 

for theological or ethical values. Christianity is a movement integrally bound 

up with events in history. But in accomplishing this, Luke’s Gospel is no dry, 

academic document. It sparkles with life and vitality! 

Luke’s Gospel is addressed to an unknown man named Theophilus 

(meaning “friend of God”). It would have displaced the disconnected and ill-

founded extra-biblical reports about Jesus circulating at that time. Luke is a 

Greek who wrote the story of Jesus for other Gentiles. He takes great effort to 

provide explanations for various Jewish customs and feasts in his Gospel. 
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Luke periodically substitutes Greek equivalents for Hebrew names, and 

seldom quotes the OT. He also traces Jesus’ lineage all the way back to the 1st 

man, Adam.  

“Most of us, most of the time, feel left out—misfits. We don’t belong. 

Others seem to be so confident, so sure of themselves, ‘insiders’ who know 

the ropes, old hands in a club from which we are excluded” (The Message). 

One way we respond to this sense of abandonment  is to form our own club. 

“At least now I have a place where I belong. I fit in. I’m accepted and 

appreciated.” But the one thing all clubs have in common is that they are 

exclusive. We pay a terrible price for keeping people out. Nowhere is this 

more tragic than when it’s done in the name of religion. 

Jesus would have none of that exclusiveness! He chose an outsider, the 

Gentile doctor Luke, to write the Book of Luke to demonstrate the universal 

nature of the Good News. Jesus includes those who typically were treated as 

outsiders by the religious establishment of the day…women, common 

laborers (sheepherders), the racially different (Samaritans), the religiously 

unfit (prostitutes and tax collectors), widows, and the poor. His compassion 

for the suffering and grieving, the despised and the outcast, the lost and the 

least, is brought into clear view because the Kingdom is not a club. The 

Family of God and Kingdom of God is inclusive, open through faith to the 

whole world.  

Jesus does not just invite us to belong, however, but to participate and to 

partner with Him in His ongoing ministry to the lost and the last. Jesus invites 

and equips, empowers and releases His 1st century apprentices, developing an 

infrastructure of leaders in order to further the Kingdom of God…just as 

we’re called to do. As Dr. Luke sketches this out, he uniquely develops the 

perfect manhood of Jesus (without denying His Deity). Jesus is the Second 

Man, the Firstborn of a new race, the fulfillment of all that was in God’s heart 

in Genesis 1 when He created us as image-bearers. Therefore, prayer and the 

ministry of the Spirit of God to and through Him stand out prominently 

because Jesus lived as a man, just like we need to.  

Luke begins and ends his Gospel on the high note of joy and it’s a keynote 

in between (1:46-47; 24:52-53; 15). According to Acts 10:38, the Holy Spirit 

is the source of Jesus’ fruitful ministry of words (preaching and teaching the 

Kingdom of God) and works (His miraculous deeds that are the calling card of 

the Kingdom). God uses Luke to call and empower His 21st century followers 

for the very same mission to the lost, and the least around us.  

Read & Reflect 
1. Birth & Babyhood (“Good News”) – 1:5-3:20 

 

 

 

 

2. Jesus’ Mission Statement (“You are My Son”) – 3:21-5:11 
Luke uses geographical changes to point to key missional principles. 

A. JORDON – Empowered & Affirmed as the 2nd Man – 3:21-37 
Begins with a place with water. 

 

B. DESERT – Led by the Spirit into a Clash of Kingdoms – 4:1-13 
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Continues with a place of solitude. 

 

 

C. NAZARETH – Commissioned to Restore Life to the Lost & Least – 

4:14-30 

 

 

D. CAPERNAUM – Preached the Word Evidenced by Kingdom 

Works – 4:31-41 

 

 

E. SOLITARY PLACE – Fueled His Life Through Solitude with His 

Father – 4:42-44 
Continues with a place of solitude. 

 

 

F. LAKE GENESSARET – Recruited, Trained, & Deployed Leaders 

& Laborers – 5:1-11 
Ends with a place with water. 

 

 

3. The Galilean Ministry (“In the Spirit”) – 5:12-9:50 

A. Jesus Recruits, Trains & Deploys Leaders & Laborers for His 

Word-Works Ministry – 5:12-9:17 

 

 

 

B. Culmination of Galilean Ministry, Human & Divine Affirmation – 

9:18-50 

 

 

 

4. The Journey to Jerusalem (“He set His face”) – 9:51-19:44 

A. Jesus Develops His Apprentices (1st Lament Over Jerusalem) – 

9:51-13:35 

 

 

 

B. Jesus Develops His Apprentices (2nd Lament Over Jerusalem) – 

14:1-19:44 
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5. His Final Days (“This is the heir—kill Him”) – 19:45-24:53 

A. TRAGEDY – Before His Arrest – 19:45-22:53 

 

 

 

B. TRAGEDY – After His Arrest – 22:54-23:56 

 

 

 

C. TRIUMPH – After His Resurrection – 24:1-53 

 

 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction, then read “John, 

Gospel of” in New International Bible Dictionary, pp. 531-536. 

 Read John one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Jesus’ story is told so that we will put our faith in Him as the unique Son of 

God and so experience life in Christ and fellowship with other believers. 

Author, Date & Place 
Like the other three Gospels, the fourth Gospel is anonymous. Yet in a 

curious way this Gospel is less anonymous than the other three because the 

writer identifies himself several times, the last as “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved” (21:20; also 13:23-25; 18:15-16; 19:26-27; 20:2-8; 21:7). The writer 

was one of the twelve, even “reclining next to” Jesus (13:23-25). The only 

two disciples not named in this book are the sons of Zebedee, James and John. 

James can not be the author since he died an early death at the hands of Herod 

Agrippa (Acts 12:2), but the author survived even Peter (21:19). Early 

tradition also supports the authorship of the Apostle John, probably written 

between A.D. 85-95 after he took up residence at Ephesus in Asia. Critical 

scholars have not been able to present any evidence that demolishes this well-

established position. 

Background & purpose 
The Apostle John and his brother James, along with Peter and his brother 

Andrew, were fishermen, the first four disciples called by Jesus (Mark 1:16-

20). John and his brother want to call down fire on a village and earn the title 

from Jesus of “Sons of Thunder” (Luke 9:54; Mark 3:17). The two request to 

be seated on Jesus’ right and left in the coming Kingdom (Mark 10:35-37). 

Only John, James and Peter are with Jesus when Jairus’ daughter is raised 

from the dead (Mark 5:37), on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mark 9:2), and 

at a distance with Him in Gethsemane (Mark 14:33). Andrew joins the three 

with some private questions about the end times on the Mount of Olives 

(Mark 13:3). Because John knew the high priest, he was also present at the 

trial of Jesus (18:15-16) and at the foot of the cross where he accepted 

responsibility for Jesus’ mother (John 19:25-27). John was one of the first to 

see the empty tomb (20:1-8) and to recognize the risen Christ (21:1-24). 

Partially because he knew Him so well, John did not shrink from proclaiming 

that this Jesus of history was and is God Himself come in the flesh.  

Why did John write this Gospel? During the half-century or so since Jesus 

had ascended, various infectious heresies surrounding the person of Christ 

began to spread and the purity and power of the church was threatened (see 

“Background & Purpose” in Revelation). There was an urgent need for 

someone to speak, someone who had the authority of an apostle and who also 

knew Jesus intimately. John was the man God chose. The other three Gospels 
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are mainly concerned with our Lord’s ministry in Galilee. John has little to 

say about His Galilean ministry (2:1-12; 4:43-54; 6:1). Instead he describes 

Jesus’ ministry in Judea and amplifies on His last week in Jerusalem, quoting 

more of Jesus’ actual words than any of the other three. The Gospel of John is 

a Gospel apart.  

Seven miraculous signs (2:1-11; 4:46-54; 5:2-9; 6:4-13; 6:16-21; 9:1-7; 

11:1-44), seven powerful “I am” declarations (6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11/14; 

11:25; 14:6; 15:1), and six Jewish feast days (three Passovers, 2:13, 6:4, 

11:55, one Feast of Tabernacles, 7:2, one Feast of Dedication, 10:22, and one 

unnamed feast, 5:1, perhaps a Passover) are intertwined in this magnificent 

book. These all point to Jesus as the fulfillment of all God’s promises, the “7th 

Feast” (seven = completion), God in the flesh, the Lamb of God, born to die 

as the sacrifice for human sin so that all who believe can be restored to 

intimacy with the Father as a new creation (20:31). John calls the seven 

miracles signs, using signs in a technical sense in his book. A sign points 

beyond itself to something else, in this case, Someone, to the identity of Jesus 

as the Christ.  

The writings of the apostle John are chronologically the last five books of 

the Bible written. John wrote three different styles of literature. As an 

evangelist he wrote his Gospel so that we might believe in Jesus and enter into 

life. As a pastor he wrote 1, 2, and 3 John so that we would love one another 

and gain assurance of our life in Christ. As a prophet John wrote Revelation 

so that we might live in troubled times by Jesus’ power in the light of His 

soon coming. John’s style is direct and plain (very simple Greek), yet there’s 

such a depth, richness and vitality because Jesus is his focus. John is 

contemplative, and presents truths as they come by perception rather than 

merely by reasoned conclusion. He’s also practical, and sees the confirmation 

of truth in our responding to and experiencing truth, rather than merely in our 

stating truth. As you read John, therefore, note the attack/counterattack motif. 

How do people respond (many very negatively) as Jesus teaches/dialogs and 

performs miracles (His words and works)? Jesus is the central focus of John’s 

writings and His claims demand a personal response, not just mental assent. 

John wrote into his pluralistic age that had forced the church to the fringe, 

relegating Christianity to insignificance…in its eyes. The Spirit of God guided 

John and brought to the forefront of his heart what was essential in times like 

these (14:25). John reveals that God communicated in the only way we could 

truly understand: by becoming one of us. Jesus is the “Word” (1:1, 14), the 

sum of all that God wanted to say to us, the answer to the deepest needs in our 

lives personally, in His people corporately, and in our society universally. 

John simply asks us to experience this reality through faith in Christ and pass 

it on to others in an “incarnational,” love-based style of ministry to a lost and 

needy world. Talk about significance! What could possibly be more 

significant to pour our lives into than King Jesus and His Kingdom?  

Read & Reflect 
Prologue: The New Creation – 1:1-2:11 

A. The Word Became Flesh – 1:1-18 

B. Seven Days Revisited – Jesus revealed as Lamb of God – 1:19-2:11 

1. 1st Feast - Passover (return to Galilee) – 2:12-4:54 (2:13 

marker) 

A. “In 3 days I will raise it up” – 2:12-25 

B. “You must be born again” – 3:1-21 
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C. “I rejoice that the Bridegroom will increase” – 3:22-36 

D. “I am the gift of living water” – 4:1-42 

E. “Believe! Your son lives” – 4:43-54 

 

2. 2nd Feast - Unnamed Feast (Passover?) (healing of 

paralytic) – 5:1-47 (5:1 marker) 

A. Sign pointing to Jesus – 5:1-9 

B. Response from the Jews – 5:10-18 

C. Teaching from Jesus – 5:19-47 

 

3. 3rd Feast – Passover (“Bread of Life”) – 6:1-71 (6:4 marker) 

A. Sign pointing to Jesus – 6:1-21 

B. Dialog with crowd/Jews & response – 6:22-59 

C. Dialog with His disciples & response – 6:60-71 

 

4. 4th Feast - The Feast of Tabernacles (streams of water & 

Good Shepherd) - 7:1-10:21 (7:2 marker) 

A. Dialog #1 (with brothers) & response – 7:1-10 

B. Dialog #2 (with Jews) & response – 7:11-36 

C. Dialog #3 (with crowd) & response – 7:37-53 

D. Dialog #4 (with scribes & Pharisees) and response – 8:1-11 

E. Dialog #5 (with people) and response – 8:12-59 

F. Dialog #6 (re man born blind) and response – 9:1-41 

G. Dialog #7 (with Pharisees) and response – 10:1-21 

 

5. 5th Feast - Feast of Dedication (Raising Lazarus) - 10:22-

11:54 (10:22 marker) 

A. Dialog with Jews and rejection – 10:22-41 

B. Sign pointing to Jesus – 11:1-44 

C. Response of faith and fear – 11:45-54 

 

6. 6th Feast – Pointing to Passover (preparation) – 11:55-12:50 

(11:55 marker) 

A. Response of many – 11:55-57 

B. Response of Mary – 12:1-11 

C. Response of the crowd – 12:12-19 

D. Dialog with Greeks, crowd and Jews & response – 12:20-50 

 

7. 7th “Feast” – Jesus Fulfills All Temporary Types – 13:1-

20:28 (13:1 marker) 

A. Jesus instructs about the new creation– 13:1-16:33 
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B. Jesus prays to His Father for His new creation – 17:1-26 

 

C. Jesus is arrested, “tried” and sentenced – 18:1-19:16 

 

D. Jesus dies as Lamb of God to bring about a new creation –19:17-41 

 

E. Jesus raises from the dead, providing eternal life – 20:1-28 

 

Epilogue – 20:29-21:25 

A. The purpose for writing – 20:29-31 

B. The miracle of 153 fish – 21:1-14 

C. Jesus and Peter – 21:15-23 

D. Appendix – 21:24-25 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction, then read “John, 

Gospel of” in New International Bible Dictionary, pp. 531-536. 

 Read John one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Jesus’ story is told so that we will put our faith in Him as the unique Son of 

God and so experience life in Christ and fellowship with other believers. 

Author, Date & Place 
Like  

Background & purpose 
The  

Read & Reflect 
Prologue: The New Creation – 1:1-2:11 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 

 



  John 13-17 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Acts one time. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
God’s Kingdom and Family expand globally and numerically through 

Spirit-empowered witnesses testifying about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Author, Date & Place 
Although the author’s name does not appear in the third Gospel, both style, 

structure and language offer convincing evidence that the same person wrote 

both Luke and Acts. “The former account” of Acts 1:1 is likely a reference to 

Luke’s Gospel as the first of a two-volume narrative series beginning with 

Jesus of Nazareth and moving on to its development as a worldwide 

community embracing all impartially. Both are addressed to the same person, 

Theophilus (meaning “friend of God”). The Book of Acts contains certain 

sections where the “we” pronoun is used (Acts 16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 

27:1-28:16), indicating that the author was with Paul when those events 

occurred. Luke’s authorship is also supported by the uniform testimony of 

early Christian writings. It’s generally accepted that this “sequel” was penned 

around A.D. 61-63, during the time of Paul’s imprisonment in Rome since the 

Book of Acts ends so abruptly. 

Background & Purpose 
The Book of Acts is a narrative describing how the 1st century disciples 

understood Jesus’ life and death, resurrection and ascension. They were filled 

with the resurrected life of Jesus, commissioned with His God-given 

authority, anointed with the Spirit, and thrust out to partner with the Triune 

God on His epic adventure to restore intimacy with His Father. The Book of 

Acts is structured around summary statements that describe the expansion of 

the church in six waves. In Acts, the Trinitarian God births into existence a 

whole new community of individuals in mission.  

A key interpretive lens is 1:1. Acts is “about all that Jesus began to do and 

to teach.” What Jesus began, His disciples continued, and like their Maser, 

both “teaching and doing.” Acts thrusts us continually outward and forward 

in ever-widening concentric circles. One good outline of Acts, based on 1:8, 

looks at the expansion to Jerusalem (1:12-8:3), to Judea and Samaria (8:4-

12:24) and to the uttermost parts of the world (12:25-28:31). My preference is 

to view Acts as six forward moving waves of God’s presence through His 

people, each concluding with a summary verse of growth as brilliant literary 

markers (6:7, 9:31, 12:24, 16: 5, 19:20, 28:31, with additional growth verses 
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in9:42, 13:49 and 16:5; or alternately view Acts as a “movie” with six forward 

moving scenes; see Fee and Stewart, How To Read the Bible For All Its 

Worth, for tips on the outline). Acts describes the birth of the church that 

began as a small Jewish group in a remote corner of the world and grew 

through persecution and faithful witnessing to embrace the whole world, Jew 

and Gentile alike. 

Acts also sets the stage for the correspondence to the church-communities 

that make up the rest of the New Testament 

 
“Because the story of Jesus is so impressive—God among us! God speaking 

a language we can understand! God acting in ways that heal and help and save 

us!—there is a danger that we will be impressed, but only be impressed. As 

the spectacular dimensions of this story slowly (or suddenly) dawn upon us, 

we could easily become enthusiastic spectators, and then let it go at that—

become admirers of Jesus, generous with our oh’s and ah’s, and in our better 

moments inspired to imitate him.” (Eugene Petersen, The Message, p. 280). 

Luke won’t let the story of Jesus end with Jesus, however, and 

demonstrates that Jesus’ same remarkable word/works mission continues 

essentially unchanged (Acts 1:1). As the unnamed disciples (people like you 

and me) were scattered, they shared the Good News of the Kingdom in word 

and works and saw the church expanded from Jerusalem, ultimately 

throughout the world. It’s Luke’s task in Acts to prevent us from becoming 

mere spectators. If we simply enjoy our awesome privileges and God-given 

authority in Christ, but in some way are blinded to the responsibility and joy 

of continuing the remarkable mission of Jesus today by partnering with the 

most awesome Being in the universe, how does that help? If you miss 

everything else, don’t miss that Jesus has called every believer to continue His 

ongoing, global ministry to his or her own generation in essentially the same 

way that Jesus Himself ministered and modeled (Acts 1:1, 1:8, 10:38, John 

20:21). 

Of the 13 usages in the NT of the people being of “one accord” (KJV 

translation), 11 are in the Book of Acts, pointing to the unity the Spirit fuses 

into His people (Ephesians 4:3). The relational Triune God, the “Team-of-

Three” (Father, Son, and Spirit), worked through the unity and of God’s 

Family and God’s Kingdom. This relational God is the crucial factor in the 
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Book of Acts, just as He is in our lives. At every key juncture, in every key 

person, the Triune God plays the absolutely leading role as He initiates to 

maintain the unity of His people in expansion. According to Luke, all of this 

forward movement did not happen by man’s design. It happened because God 

willed it and partnered with available men and women. In and through us 

today, God is writing His-story as “Acts 29” to our generation through the 

wisdom and power of the Triune God. How are you partnering to expand the 

reaches of the Kingdom and Family of God to all people groups?  

Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE: Acts 1:1-11 

 

 

 

 

1. 1st Wave – Birth & Early Growth in the Jewish Church of 

Jerusalem (Jerusalem) – 1:12-6:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 2nd Wave – Expansion to the “Nearly Jews” (Samaria) – 

6:8-9:31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 3rd Wave – Expansion to the Non-Jews (Syria) – 9:32-12:24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 4th Wave – Expansion Westward to Gentile Lands (Asia) – 

12:25-16:5 
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5. 5th Wave – Further Expansion Westward into the Gentile 

World (Europe) – 16:6-19:20 

 

 

 

 

 

6. 6th Wave – Expansion Westward to Rome, the Gentile 

Capital (Rome) – 19:21-28:31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Romans two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
The righteousness of God gifted to a sinner through faith in Jesus Christ 

alone, joining him/her instantly to the Community-God and to God’s people 

as a new creation. 

Author, Date & Place 
The internal and external evidence supports Paul’s authorship (Rom. 1:1) 

and no voice from the early church was ever raised against it. Romans 

contains a number of historical references that agree with known facts of 

Paul’s life and the doctrine is typical of Paul. 

Because Paul had not yet been at Corinth on his 3rd missionary journey 

when he wrote 1 Corinthians (cf. 1 Cor. 16:1-4) and the collection issue was 

still unresolved when he penned 2 Corinthians (2 Cor. 8-9), Romans must 

shortly follow the writing of both 1 and 2 Corinthians. Paul apparently wrote 

Romans during his 3 month stay in Corinth sometime in early Spring of A.D. 

57 on his 3rd missionary journey (Acts 20:2-3). He was about to complete the 

collection of the offering from the young churches of Greece and Asia Minor 

and return with the gifts to the impoverished church at Jerusalem (15:25-28).  

Background & Purpose 
Chrysostum, an influential early Christian leader, called Romans the 

“Cathedral of Christianity.” He read it twice per week in the latter part of his 

life. Romans could possibly be the most powerful document ever written. It 

has dramatically impacted the lives of other giants of the faith like Augustine, 

Martin Luther, John Wesley and John Bunyan…and maybe you can add your 

name to this list.  

Since Romans is commonly considered the greatest exposition of Christian 

doctrine ever written, I urge you to set a goal to master the book of Romans. 

Become so well acquainted with its content that you can think your way 

through the entire book with your eyes closed. John Calvin, the reformer, said 

“For when anyone understands this Epistle, he has a passage opened to him 

to the understanding of the whole Scripture.” 

Normally Paul dictated his letters to answer urgent questions aroused by 

specific circumstances in the churches he had founded. Paul, though, had 

nothing to do with founding the church at Rome. Romans stands on a unique 

plane, along with Ephesians, as largely independent of any immediate set of 

driving circumstances. Both are, therefore, eloquent, carefully stated, well-
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developed, Spirit-inspired expositions of Paul’s theological thinking, perhaps 

the finest pieces of theological writing ever penned. They are both alive and 

vibrant, caring and compassionate, revealing a sweeping scope of the heart of 

God since before creation in Genesis 1 and 2 and the Fall in Genesis 3.  

In Romans, however, Paul writes with a three-fold purpose that impacts the 

organized sequence of his thoughts. Ephesians lays out God’s lifelong plan 

for growth on our journey. Ephesians, therefore, begins with a vision of God 

and redeemed humanity that fries our circuits, answering the three most 

essential questions of life in the order. Ephesians was written to help God’s 

people walk in the fullness of His abundance (“walk” repeated five times in 

the last three chapters). Paul exposes many of our Christian approaches for 

growth today as man-centered and inadequate. By contrast, Romans begins 

with fallen man in the hopelessness of their sin. Why?  

But why write this letter now, over a quarter of a century after this 

magnificent Gospel had first been preached in the Roman world?  

Paul wrote Romans as a Missionary. One of Paul’s dreams had always 

been to preach in this key city of Rome (Acts 19:21; Rom. 1:13-15). Paul, the 

master strategist, was gripped by a vision of the regions beyond. Like a great 

commander he had an eye for the layout of spiritual territory. Paul had planted 

reproducing churches in strategic cities of commerce in the eastern 

Mediterranean basin for the last twenty-five years. He was about to bid his 

primary missions base in Ephesus an emotional farewell (Acts 20:13-38). 

After his reconciling pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Paul wanted to spend some 

time in Rome before evangelizing Spain. The time was ripe to launch a fresh 

campaign in the virgin spiritual soil out west. Since Paul worked with teams, 

He would need a strategic base of operations farther west. Rome was the best 

possible base from which to launch out towards Spain (15:24; 2 Cor. 10:16). 

So the letter to the Romans introduced Paul and his message, laying the 

groundwork for a future, mutual partnership with Roman Christians to further 

the Gospel from that beachhead westward. 

Paul also wrote Romans as a Pastor. The church at Rome was most likely 

launched after Pentecost by those “visitors from Rome (both Jews and 

converts to Judaism” (Acts 2:10). From the beginning, then, metropolitan 

Rome was a diverse church including both Jews and Gentiles, with the Jews 

initially in the prominence. Although God freely accepted Gentiles, the Jewish 

Christians often struggled to. 

Piecing together a bit of historical data helps lay a context for pastor Paul. 

Paul is in the process of raising a financial offering for the impoverished 

Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. The offering was both an act of compassion 

and also an attempt to mend relationships between the Jewish and Gentile 

wings of the Christian church to avoid a breach. 

In A.D. 49, Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome because they 

were constantly rioting at the instigation of “Chrestus” (probably the report 

made by the Jewish majority, referring to Jewish Christians belong to Christ). 

Acts 18:2 also refers to this event in reference to Aquilla and Priscilla. Shortly 

after Claudius dies in A.D. 54 (Acts 16:3), Jews apparently began returning to 

Jerusalem 

This series of events provides some helpful tips to a likely scenario. The 

Jewish Christians were in prominence before A.D. 47 when they were 

expelled. The Gentile Christians filled the gap since the primary leadership 

strategy is leading as community to build itself up (Ephesian 4:16). Now, 

seven years later, Jewish Christians return to Rome and discover a 

prominently Gentile church. Imagine the tensions! “My church is radically 

different!” Like today, change is often unwelcome, especially when it’s 
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forced on us and we have less prominence! Many commentators see the 

emphasis on the Jewish-Gentile question interwoven throughout Romans to 

heal this breach.  

Paul begins historically with where each member of the church began their 

lives…lost and separate from Christ, hopeless and helpless to save 

themselves. Both Jew and Gentile have an equal playing field. We were all 

lost and now we are all re-created humanity, united together in the Father, Son 

and Spirit and with each other, without distinction. This removes any possible 

grounds for judging (a minor them throughout, 2:1-2 for Gentiles, 2:17-24 for 

Jews, 14:1-15:7 for the church).  

Paul also wrote Romans as a Theologian. Rome was the greatest city in the 

world at that time, capital of the greatest Empire the world had ever seen. It 

made sense that Paul would carefully set down the very center and core of his 

belief to the Romans. Paul, therefore, began with where all of mankind is 

historically, lost without Jesus Christ. For Paul, this basic theology must be 

the foundation for those thrust into missions. To make a distinction, Paul is 

not writing as an evangelist to show how to present the Gospel. Otherwise, he 

would have been more likely to have handed them Ephesians. They 

evangelized in the1st century by beginning with God and His initiative to 

restore intimacy through faith in Christ, rather than with man’s sinfulness. 

In Romans, Paul writes as a theologian, beginning where all of humanity is. 

In 1:18-3:20, Paul exposes all humanity as lost, helpless humanity from an 

eternity of bondage. He then takes the well-witnessed and devoutly believed 

facts of the life and death, resurrection and ascension, of Jesus and points out 

the Gospel implications in delivering the lost from bondage and restoring 

them as new creations in Christ. Romans was written to strengthen the church 

at Rome through a fresh glimpse of the righteousness of God available to His 

re-created humanity through faith in Jesus Christ. 

This is no ivory tower academia, but exuberant and passionate thinking on 

fire! Paul writes practically, as a hands-on pastor, a practicing missionary, and 

also as a theologian. Notice the unique way that this brilliant practioner puts 

together the flow of Romans. Rapid reading through Romans quickly 

discloses the large number of questions that Paul asks, as if he were answering 

questions to a live group. Many of these questions (and specifically, “What 

then shall we say?) tip us off that Paul is answering frequently asked question. 

Paul heard these FAQ’s frequently as he planted churches as a missionary and 

pastor. So, the FAQ’s are a diversion from his carefully reasoned thought 

progression. They are purposeful and meaningful diversions, often giving us a 

glimpse into his impassioned heart. When Paul returns to the main flow, he 

often uses the word “therefore” to say, “Okay, I’m now returning.” 

Conclusion: As we approach the letters of the NT, however, we must not 

think of the writer sitting at his word processor carefully polishing each 

sentence. Paul had the habit of losing the thread of his argument because he 

would become so excited about some aspect of God and His marvelous 

revelation. Often he breaks out into exuberant worship before he even draws 

his previous point to a logical conclusion. William Barclay gives us insight 

into Paul’s process dictating to a secretary (Tertius, 16:22) when he writes, 

“we must think of him striding up and down some little room, pouring out a 

torrent of words, while his secretary races to get them down. When Paul 

composed his letters, he had in his mind’s eye a vision of the folk to whom he 

was writing, and he was pouring out his heart to them in words that fell over 

each other in his eagerness to help” (William Barclay, Romans, p. xii-xiii).  
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Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE – 1:1-17 

A. His Story (Jesus’) 

 

B. My Story (Paul’s) 

1. SIN – All Are Under God’s Righteous Wrath – 1:18-3:20 
“What is the state of mankind?” 

A. The Reckless Sinner (but light from nature) – 1:18-1:32 

 

B. The Respectable Sinner (but light from conscience) – 2:1-16 

 

C. The Religious Sinner (but light from Scripture) – 2:17-3:8 

 

D. The Resolute Sinner (indictment against all mankind) – 3:9-20  

2. SALVATION – God’s Righteousness Received by Faith – 

3:21-5:21 “How can such sinners be rescued and restored to reign in life?” 

A. Summary: Justification by grace through faith alone – 3:21-31 

 

 

B. Illustration: Abraham (David) justified by faith, not works – 4:1-25 

 

 

C. Bridge of Blessings: Restoration of all we need for life – 5:1-11 

 

 

3. SANCTIFICATION – God’s Righteousness Imparted – 

5:12-8:39 “How is the Christian able to reign in life?” By partnering with our… 

A. Union with Christ – 6:1-8:4 
5 Contrasts: Through Jesus Christ alone, the last Adam – 5:12-21 
 
 
Freedom from license – 6:1-23 (doctrine 1-10; practice 15-23) 

 

 
Freedom from legalism – 7:1-25 (doctrine 7:1-12; practice 13-25) 

 

 

B. Life in the Spirit – 8:5-27 (doctrine of salvation 1; practice 4-27) 

 

 

C. Security thru the Father – 8:28-39 (doctrine 28-34; practice. 35-39) 
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4. SECURITY – God’s Righteousness Vindicated – 9:1-11:36 
“How can we be secure if the Jew is now lost?” (Israel as an example of security) 

A. The Gospel is consistent with God’s past promises to Israel– 9:1-29 

 

 

B. The Gospel is the answer to Israel’s present blindness – 9:30-10:21 

 

 

C. The Gospel confirms the future salvation of all Israel– 11:1-32 

 

 

D. Conclusion: Theology is for doxology and devotion – 11:33-36 

 

 

5. SERVICE – God’s Righteousness Practiced Together– 

14:1-15:21 
“What does this daily reigning in life look like in community?” 

A. Serving, begins with God’s design and provision – 12:1-8 

 

 

B. Serving the community of Christ – 12:9-13 

 

 

C. Serving those who attack us – 12:14-21 

 

 

D. Serving our government – 13:1-7 

 

 

E. Serving our neighbors – 13:8-14 

 

 

F. Serving those who differ in amoral areas – 14:1-15:13 

 

 

G. Serving the lost – 15:14-21 

 

 

EPILOGUE, Paul’s Plans & Friends – 15:22-16:27 
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My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction.  

 Read Romans two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
The. 

Author, Date & Place 
The  

Background & Purpose 
Chrysostum,  

 

 

Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE – 1:1-17 

H. His Story (Jesus’) 

 

I. My Story (Paul’s) 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
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Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction.  

 Jot down bullet points to answer the following question, “How would you 

support or refute that unity & oneness is the main topic in chapters 12-

14, using gifts as an example?” 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
The Father, Son, Jesus Christ, and the indwelling Holy Spirit answer every 

spiritual problem of Christians and their local churches. 

Author, Date & Place 
The opening verse states that Paul was the author and his authorship has 

never been seriously challenged. In style, language, theology, and historical 

events, the letter belongs to Paul. While ministering in Ephesus for 3-years on 

his 3rd missionary journey, Paul wrote 1 Corinthians sometime before the feast 

of Pentecost near the middle of his stay in A.D. 55 (1 Cor. 16:8, 16:19). This 

was the first of three letters written while on this journey (2 Corinthians and 

Romans are the other two). 

Background & Purpose 
Corinth was the capital of the Roman province of Achaia in the southern 

half of modern day Greece, with a population often estimated at more than 

500,000 people. Because of its ideal location on a narrow isthmus between the 

Aegean and Adriatic seas, most shipping heading to or from Rome passed 

through its seaports. This seaport city became rich and famous (the third most 

important city in the Roman Empire after Rome and Alexandria) not only for 

its bustling trade, but also for its idolatry and immorality! In fact “to act the 

Corinthian” was an internationally known proverb meaning “to practice 

fornication.” Corinth housed the great temple of Aphrodite (goddess of love) 

with its extensive and lucrative sacred prostitution from its 1,000 temple 

prostitutes.  

Paul spent 18 months planting this church in Corinth during his 2nd 

missionary journey around 50 A.D. (Acts 17:15-18:18). He continued to 

correspond with the church and exercise care for the church after his departure 

(1 Cor. 5:9; 2 Cor. 12:14). Five years later during his 3-year ministry in 

Ephesus, Chloe sent a disturbing report of divisions in the church. Instead of 

fulfilling God’s plan to build koinonia in community, an alternate Trinitarian-

culture as an instrument for advancing God’s Kingdom, the church in Corinth 

had Corinth in the church! Before Paul could respond, he also received a letter 

from Corinth asking Paul to clarify a number of questions. Paul answers seven 

questions he has heard about (marked “verbal” in the outline) and five 

question apparently mentioned in this letter (marked “written” in the outline). 
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These proud, materialistic, independent ex-pagans were having a difficult 

time charting a consistent course of Christian belief and lifestyle in the 

dangerous shoals of their culture. It was a pastor’s worst nightmare. Christian 

behavior (especially with one another) was the underlying issue because they 

needed a fresh reminder of the basis for their Christian beliefs! It was into the 

rough and rocky arenas of life that Paul addressed transforming Reality in this 

letter we know as 1 Corinthians. Paul cared enough to confront. He wrote 

from a broken heart, but with the faith and confidence that they would repent 

and God would transform their church back into a Trinitarian culture. He did 

not deal with the problems through a therapeutic grid. Paul’s ruling principles 

with each problem always related back theologically…to who God is and how 

He saw them. Their personal relationship with the Three-in-one God and His 

satisfying provision in Christ through the Spirit laid the groundwork for 

healthy change.  

Paul begins his letter from God’s viewpoint. The relational Trinity takes the 

initiative to intimately connect with His new creation as image-bearers, the 

soil conducive for flourishing growth.  Paul extols the goodness of God and 

boldly affirms their identity in Christ as new creations and his confidence in 

God’s work in their lives (1:2-9). He ends the letter on a similar positive note 

(16:13-14). Yet sandwiched between are some severe chastisements and 

rebukes, seven problems he had heard about or knew about from his time at 

the church, and five answers to the specific questions raised in the letter from 

them (marked by “now about” in 7:1; 7:25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1). 1 Corinthians is 

especially suited to give guidance to men and women in today’s spiritually 

troubled times of materialism and moral relativism. 

As we piece together the circumstances of 1 Corinthians to which Paul is 

responding, remember that it’s a lot like listening in on a telephone 

conversation. Since we only hear the response, we infer what the person on 

the other end is saying from their response. In the outline below, Paul 

responds to twelve known problems sparked by a report from a leading family, 

a letter from Corinth asking for help, and Paul’s personal, first-hand 

knowledge of the church and the culture. “Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 

is a classic of pastoral response: affectionate, firm, clear, and unswerving in 

the conviction that God among them, revealed in Jesus and present in his Holy 

Spirit, continued to be the central issue in their lives, regardless of how much 

of a mess they had made of things” (The Message).  

As we read, pay close attention to how Paul responded to each pastoral 

issue, calling the community to respond together as one. With each problem, 

Paul confirmed the truth about God, His provision, and His call on their lives 

as he also corrected the error clearly and compassionately in order to release 

life. Our churches today could gain helpful perspective regarding the positive 

LifeChange through conflicts as we approach them with a more community-

based style of leadership, modeled after the Trinity and nurturing koinonia in 

community. 
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Read & Reflect 
Trinitarian Greeting to God’s People as New Creations – 1:1-9 

 

1. Divisions in the Church (verbal) – 1:10-4:21 

A. Paul exposes divisions in the church – 1:10-17 

 

B. Divisions stem from human wisdom, not God’s – 1:18-3:4 

 

C. Leaders’ roles are complementing, not competing – 3:5-4:5 

 

D. Paul openly rebukes them to end the divisions – 4:6-21 

 

2. Laxity in Church Discipline (verbal) – 5:1-13 

 

3. Dealing w disputes between God’s people (verbal) – 6:1-11 

 

4. Sexual immorality in the church (verbal) – 6:12-20 

 

5. Questions: Christian Marriage (written) – 7:1-24 

 

 

6. Questions: Christian Virgins/Widows (written) – 7:25-40 

 

 

7. Questions: Exercising Christian Liberty (written) – 8:1-11:1 

A. The basic principle of love versus knowledge – 8:1-13 

 

B. Paul’s personal illustration in foregoing his rights – 9:1-27 

 

C. Historical warnings to avoid idolatrous self-indulgence – 10:1-22 

 

D. Glorify God by seeking your brother’s welfare – 10:23-11:1 

 

8. The Role of Women in Public Worship (verbal)– 11:2-16 

 

 

9. The Lord’s Supper in Public Worship (verbal) – 11:17-34 
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10. Questions: Use of Spiritual Gifts in Public Worship 

(written) – 12:1-14:40 

A. Unity in diversity in the body illustrated by gifts – 12:1-31a 

 

B. The supremacy of the way of love above gifts – 12:31b-13:13 

 

C. Correction: Excel in gifts that build up the body – 14:1-25 

 

D. Every member participation, yet with fitting order – 14:26-40 

 

11. The Gospel and the Resurrection (verbal) – 15:1-58 

A. The resurrection is essential to the simple Good News – 15:1-11 

 

B. The resurrection guarantees a new body fit for heaven – 15:35-57 

 

C. Te resurrection fuels abandonment to the Lord – 15:58 

 

12. Questions: Offering for the Poor (written) – 16:1-4 

 

Concluding Personal Remarks – 16:5-24 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Questions for Future Study 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read 2 Corinthians two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
God has given us all His work to tell everyone that Jesus Christ is Lord and 

help them to learn to walk under the practical reign of His Kingship. 

Author, Date & Place 
Paul clearly states his authorship (1:1; 10:1). It’s also stamped with his 

style, fits historically with 1 Corinthians, and contains more autobiographical 

material than any of his other writings. This time Timothy is with Paul 

passing through Macedonia (2:13; 7:5; 8:1; 9:2-4) on his way to Corinth in the 

winter of A.D. 56 during his 3rd missionary journey, about one year after 

writing 1 Corinthians (Acts 20:1-2). 

Background & Purpose 
Paul planted a church in Corinth during his first visit on his 2nd missionary 

journey in A.D. 50. Paul now proposes a third visit (12:14 and 13:1). It seems 

that his second visit between writing 1 and 2 Corinthians was the cause of 

much trouble and one main reason he wrote 2 Corinthians. In his first letter 

Paul proposed a “Plan A” for his second visit (1 Corinthians 16:5-9). As the 

time drew near, however, Paul changed to “Plan B” and paid the Corinthians a 

surprise visit. “This would bring the Christians in Corinth great pleasure,” 

Paul thought, “Since I will be with them twice instead of once” (1:15-16).  

Instead, his unexpected visit proved so painful (2:1, probably because the 

Corinthians stood neutrally by in his conflict with the false apostles) that he 

canceled his return trip from Macedonia (1:23). Paul returned instead to 

Ephesus, possibly in the immediate aftermath of the riot since there is no 

mention of Paul’s presence during the uproar (Acts 19:23-41) and he recently 

came close to death in Asia (2 Co 1:8-9). Then he traveled northward again to 

Troas (2:12), and finally back once more to Macedonia (Acts 20:1-2). After 

the good report that his young co-worker, Titus, brought back from Corinth 

(7:6, 13-14), Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia in order to prepare 

them for his third visit. 

Who were these false apostles who opposed Paul with such vigor during his 

second “painful” visit (Paul cynically called them “super apostles,” 11:5; 

12:11)? The best guess is that they were an outside band, possibly Jewish 

Christians from Palestine who sought to conform the Corinthian church to 

Jewish law (3:6-18). They attacked Paul relentlessly, questioning his personal 

integrity for changing his itinerary (1:12-2:4), calling him mentally unstable 
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(5:13) and two-faced (10:10-11), accusing him of lining his pockets from the 

money collected for the poor (8:19-21), criticizing him for refusing to draw 

financial support from the church (the way a real apostle would, 11:7; 12:13), 

and challenging his apostolic credentials altogether (13:13). 

Paul wrote 2 Corinthians “with the confident authority of a pastor who 

understands the ways God’s salvation works and the kind of community that 

comes into being as a result….At least some of what he wrote to them was 

hard to hear and hard to take. So they bucked his authority….[In his second 

letter Paul] confronted the challenge, and in the process probed the very 

nature of leadership in a community of believers. Because leadership is 

necessarily an exercise of authority, it easily shifts into an exercise of power. 

But the minute it does that, it begins to inflict damage on both the leader and 

the led. Paul, studying Jesus, had learned a kind of leadership in which he 

managed to stay out of the way so that the others could deal with God without 

having to go through him” (The Message). 

2 Corinthians drips with deep and profound ranges of feelings (from sorrow 

to joy, from pain to comfort, from outrage to encouragement, from burning 

indignation to ardent zeal for God’s glory). Paul’s shepherd heart must have 

come near breaking as he wrote this most personal of all his letters. But it also 

reflects Paul’s toughness as a leader! He was willing to fight to wrest the 

Corinthian church back to God from the corrupting influences of the false 

apostles. It would have been far easier to have just “shaken the dust off his 

feet” and left this ungrateful, unruly, unloving bunch to the consequences of 

their choices. The reason for Paul’s tenacity is found in the strength of his 

Kingdom calling…a call by God to bring men and women into relationship 

with Him through faith in Christ and grow as radical followers of Jesus. Paul 

saw Christ in his dearly beloved children and expected the very best (5:16-

17). No band of petty pretenders was going to defeat Paul in that God-given 

purpose! There’s a great deal for us to learn about the faithful, persevering 

efforts of this Kingdom leader. 

Read & Reflect 
Greeting & Gratitude for God’s Goodness  – 1:1-11 

 

 

 

1. Paul Explains the Glory of Trinity-Ministry – 1:12-7:16 

A. Changing conditions demand flexible plans – 1:12-2:13 

 

 

 

B. The Gospel is radiant in its triumphant, transforming power – 

2:14-3:18 

 

 

C. God’s treasure resides in human weakness – 4:1-18 

 

D. Please God in light of unseen Realities – 5:1-10 
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E. Preach an unchanging message with selfless motives – 5:11-21 

 

 

 

 

F. Urge people to yield their undivided affections to God – 6:1-7:1 

 

 

 

 

G. Expect the Kingdom paradox of joy in sorrow – 7:2-7:16 

 

 

 

 

2. Paul Appeals for Generous Giving to the Poor – 8:1-9:15 

A. Principles for giving – 8:1-6 

 

 

 

B. Purposes for giving – 8:7-15 

 

 

 

C. Policies in giving – 8:16-9:5 

 

 

 

 

D. Promises in giving - 9:6-15 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul Defends His Apostolic Ministry – 10:1-13:10 
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A. Paul narrates his God-given apostolic authority – 10:1-18 

 

B. Paul describes the marks of his apostleship – 11:1-12:13 

 

 

 

C. Paul prepares them for his apostolic visit (3rd visit) – 12:14-13:11 

 

 

 

Epilogue – 13:12-14 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 Read these paragraphs of introduction and one other introduction. 

 Read Galatians two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Righteousness received by faith alone results in authentic freedom through 

the Spirit, but legalism & license brings us into bondage under the law. 

Author, Date & Place 
The opening verse identifies Paul as the author of Galatians, and the 

contents unmistakably reveal Paul’s mind and style. Apart from a few 19th 

century critical scholars, no one has seriously questioned his authorship. 

The main dating question hinges on the correlation of 2:1-10 with Paul’s 

visits to Jerusalem recorded in Acts. Since the term “Galatia” was used at this 

time both in a political sense (northern Galatia) and a geographical sense 

(southern Galatia), what was the destination of this letter to this group of 

churches? Godly commentators are mixed in their opinions. 

1. The North Galatian theory (late date): Galatia in the political sense 

referred to north central Asia Minor (Pessinus, Ancyra and Tavium). If the 

letter was written to these people, the churches were probably planted during 

the 2nd missionary journey (although Acts contains no specific reference) and 

the letter was written on the 3rd missionary journey, either early from Ephesus 

(about 53) or later from Macedonia (about 55). In favor of this is that Luke 

seems to use “Galatia” only to describe North Galatia (Acts 16:6; 18:23). 

2. The South Galatian theory (early date): Galatia in the geographical 

sense referred to the Roman province that included the cities of Pisidian 

Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. If the letter was written to Christians in 

South Galatia, the churches were planted on the 1st missionary journey and the 

letter was written after the journey had ended, probably from Antioch, about 

A.D. 49, making it the earliest of Paul’s letters. The Jerusalem council in Acts 

15 convened shortly after this, favoring this dating since Paul does not 

mention the decision of the Jerusalem council that bore directly on his 

Galatian argument concerning the Judaizers. 

Background & Purpose 
When men and women get their hands on religion, one of the first things 

they often do is turn it into an instrument for controlling and manipulating 

others. This is bondage of the worst kind—religious bondage in place of 

vibrant freedom. It’s little wonder that people who only know this kind of 

oppressive religion view avoidance of religion as freedom. And Paul 

experienced this firsthand! Before his conversion Paul was a man who 

controlled through religion. But Jesus came to set us free from within to live 
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in responsible Christian liberty. It was such a wonderful experience that Paul 

set off telling others, introducing and inviting everyone he met into this free 

life through radical faith in Christ alone. After Paul left the Gentile churches 

he planted in the Roman Province of Galatia, “religious leaders of the old 

school [Judaizers] had come into those churches, called his views and 

authority into question, and were reintroducing the old ways, herding all these 

freedom-loving Christians back into the corral of religious rules and 

regulations”…the bondage of legalism, still today (The Message). 

Paul does not open this letter with his usual greeting of praise and prayer 

for God’s people. A crisis was at hand! Paul was furious! First, with the 

teachers for contaminating the Good News through their false teaching. They 

confused these new believers into trying to keep the law for merit to please 

God (especially circumcision). But also with the Christians he loved for 

caving in and giving up their free life in Jesus. Paul wrote Galatians from a 

troubled heart with mingled sorrow, indignation and passionate concern to 

help them…and us…recover the staggering implications of freedom in Christ.  

Galatians provides us with the answer to a key question for our lives, “Is 

acceptance with God to be earned or maintained by any effort of ours? Or is 

this new life and are ongoing journey truly a free gift of God’s grace received 

by faith in the work of Christ alone?” Galatians teaches that it’s by grace 

through faith alone that man is justified (totally forgiven and unconditionally 

accepted in Christ). It’s also by faith alone that he actively lives out the 

implications of this new life in the freedom of the Spirit (sanctification 

involves intense effort, but not earning). God is not against effort, but earning. 

Galatians is the “Manifesto of Christian Liberty” since it clearly sets in place 

these two solid pillars for our journey with Jesus. “The way in is the way on.” 

As God’s people have been justified by grace through faith in Christ alone, so 

are we sanctified on our Christian journey by grace through faith in Christ 

alone. 

Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE – 1:1-10 

A. Call: “The relational Trinity called me with His message” – 1:1-5 

 

 

 

 

B. Crisis: “You have deserted the one and only Gospel” – 1:6-9 

 

 

 

 

 

C.  Approach: “My only agenda is to please God, not man” – 1:10 
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1. Autobiography – Defending the Authenticity of the Gospel – 

1:11-2:21 

A. Thesis: “My Gospel comes from God, not man” – 1:11-12 

 

B. At conversion: “By grace, God called me & revealed His Son” – 

1:13-17 

 

C. After 3 years: “I met the leaders in Jerusalem” – 1:18-24 

 

D. After 14 years: “I returned, & the elders added nothing to the 

Gospel, but confirmed our ministry” – 2:1-10 

 

E.  At Antioch: “I openly opposed Peter when he violated the freedom 

in the Gospel” – 2:11-13 

 

F.  The Gospel: “Since we have been justified by grace through faith, 

live by faith in the Son of God”– 2:14-21 

 

2. Argument – Defending the Message of the Gospel – 3:1-25 

A. Crisis: Began in the Spirit & defaulted to the flesh - 3:1-5 

 

B. Root: Justified by grace through faith in Christ alone – 3:6-25 

 

 

C. Fruit: Sanctified since we are sons through faith in Christ alone – 

3:26-4:31 

 

 

3. Application – Journey in Spiritual Freedom – 5:1b-6:10 

A. Stand firm in our freedom gifted by Christ (not legalism) – 5:1-12 

 

 

B. Serve one another in love (not the indulgence of license) – 5:13-15 

 

 

C. Live & walk by the Spirit (not gratifying our flesh) – 5:16-26 

 

 

D. Do good to all people, especially God’s family (but liberty) – 6:1-10 

 

 

EPILOGUE– 6:11-18 
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My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Ephesians two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.” 

 Some scholars maintain that spiritual warfare could really be the 

underlying message of Ephesians. Read the article in Hayfords Bible 

Handbook on page 769 on this subject and be prepared to dialog. 

Central Message 
A People of God’s Presence living together in Christ from His relational 

Trinitarian resources and for His praise and glory. 

Author, Date & Place 
In verse 1 the author identifies himself as Paul and wrote this letter (along 

with Colossians and Philemon) when he was under “house arrest” during his 

first Roman imprisonment, around A.D. 61. Many scholars believe Ephesians 

may have been a circular letter written to all the churches in Asia Minor. First, 

five of the ancient Greek manuscripts omit the words “at Ephesus” in 1:1. 

Second, Paul omits his usual mention of his many friends there. Third, 

Ephesians does not deal with problems in the church, like many letters. 

Instead, Paul sketches out the glory of the Triune God in community, 

unsurpassed by any other portion of Scripture. This was Paul’s mature 

reflection on the message, what he taught in every church, the NT worldview 

about the Trinity recreating a new race of image-bearers, fulfilling God’s 

original Eden-intent. Paul sent this letter with his friend Tychicus, along with 

Colossians (Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7) and probably Philemon. 

Background & purpose 
Ephesus, a city of perhaps half a million people, was a bustling secular port-

city situated on the west coast of Asia Minor, the center for international 

trade, and an important commercial and political center for the entire region. 

Ephesus was also the center for occult practices and for the worship of the 

pagan goddess Artemis (Diana), whose temple was considered one of the 

seven wonders of the ancient world.  

On Paul’s second missionary journey the Holy Spirit forbade him to enter 

Asia, where Ephesus was the center (Acts 16:6). The Spirit then led Paul into 

Europe by a vision, and on his return trip Paul returned by way of Ephesus 

with Priscilla and Aquila around A.D. 52 (Acts 18:18-21). Paul was so moved 

that he returned on his 3rd missionary journey in the winter of A.D. 55 and 

spent over two years there…longer than at any other church. Paul discipled 

the new converts daily for 2 years, and God released a powerful healing and 

deliverance ministry, with the result that all the surrounding regions heard the 
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word of the Lord through a word-works ministry (Acts 19:1-20). Paul left 

because of persecution and never returned, although the touching scene with 

the Ephesian elders at the nearby port of Miletus on his return to Jerusalem 

demonstrated their deep mutual relationship and also provided a sampling of 

his leadership training (Acts 20:16-38). After Paul’s 1st imprisonment, Paul 

wrote 1 Timothy to his son in the faith while he was pastoring at Ephesus. 

Nearly 30 years later, John described the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-

7 as a church that has persevered, but had now lost its first love, that is, were 

not fully engaging God’s initiating love towards them (1 John 4:19). 

In Paul’s masterpiece, Ephesians, he takes us up to the mountaintops of 

Christian truth and invites us to gaze at the breathtaking view. Some call it the 

“Grand Canyon” of Scripture because its truths are so deep and wide, yet so 

beautiful to behold. When we look carefully, we see that it is Jesus Christ who 

dominates that view, the “unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8). The letter 

neatly divides into at least two sections, the believer’s position (“wealth” in 1-

3) and practice (“walk” in 4-6). God’s purpose since Genesis 3 has always 

been to re-create a people living exclusively for Himself, and He does this “in 

Christ.” That is the major theme of this letter, the glory of the church, God’s 

new humanity, purchased by Christ, indwelt by the Father and the Spirit of 

God, but living out this Reality in the here and now on earth. 

Eugene Petersen writes, “What we know about God and what we do for 

God have a way of getting broken apart in our lives. The moment the organic 

unity of belief and behavior is damaged in any way, we are incapable of living 

out the full humanity for which we were created. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 

joins together what has been torn apart in our sin-wrecked world. He begins 

with an exuberant exploration of what Christians believe about God [and what 

is true of us “in Christ”], and then, like a surgeon skillfully setting a 

compound fracture, ‘sets’ this belief in God into our behavior before God so 

that the bones—belief and behavior—knit together and heal…. 

“[Paul] ranges widely, from heaven to earth and back again, showing how 

Jesus, the Messiah, is eternally and tirelessly bringing everything and 

everyone together. He also shows us that in addition to having this work done 

in and for us, we are participants in this most urgent work. Now that we know 

what is going on, that the energy of reconciliation is the dynamo at the heart 

of the universe, it is imperative that we join in vigorously and perseveringly, 

convinced that every detail in our lives contributes (or not) to what Paul 

describes as God’s plan worked out by Christ” (The Message). 
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Read & Reflect 
PROLOGUE 

 

1a. WEALTH in Community – Provision - Every Spiritual 

Blessing “In Christ” – 1:3-23 

A. Outpouring of praise to God for blessings in Christ – 1:3-14 

 

 

 

 

B. Outpouring of prayer to God for wisdom in Christ – 1:15-23 

 

 

 

 

1b. WEALTH in Community – Purpose - One People Together 

“In Christ” – 2:1-3:21 

A. Co-(mm)union - Made personally alive through Christ (“from 

death to life”) – 2:1-10 

 

 

 

 

B. Co-(mm)unity - Brought together in Christ (“from exclusion to 

inclusion”) – 2:11-22 

 

 

 

 

C. Co-(m)mission - Sent out together in Christ – (“from hidden to 

known”) – 3:1-13 

 

 

 

 

D. Prayer to fully experience life in the Triune God – 3:14-21 
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2. WALK in Community – New Community Lifestyle with 

Christ – 4:1-6:9 

A. Walk in unity as God’s called people – 4:1-16 

 

 

B. Walk in life as God’s responsible people – 4:17-32 

 

 

C. Walk in love as God’s beloved people – 5:1-7 

 

 

D. Walk in light as God’s holy people – 5:8-14 

 

 

 

E. Walk in care as God’s interdependent people – 5:15-21 

 

 

3. WARFARE in Community – Standing Together With Christ 

against Spiritual Forces – 6:10-20 

 

 

Final Greetings – 6:21-24 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Central Message 
Regardless of crushing circumstances, sustaining joy gushes up from a 

mind set on unity like the artesian well of the resurrected life of Jesus Christ. 

Author, Date & Place 
Paul clearly identifies himself as the writer in the opening verse. All the 

internal evidence from the letter also reveals the stamp of genuineness, 

consistent with what we know of Paul’s life and ministry. Paul wrote this 

letter to the Philippians from prison, perhaps when he was under “house 

arrest” during his first Roman imprisonment about A.D. 61-62. 

Background & Purpose 
Philippians is a great model for planting faith-communities in the 21st 

century. Paul’s normal missionary strategy was to plant a church in the 

leading city of a region so that this church, with the spiritual “seed” to 

reproduce, could in turn populate the surrounding region with like-minded 

churches. Philippi, the leading city in Macedonia in northern Greece, was, 

therefore, the birthplace of European Christianity (the first recorded believer 

in Europe was saved here). This mission thrust was born out of the vision Paul 

received at Troas (Acts 16:9-10). Paul established the church in the midst of 

hard times on his 2nd missionary journey about A.D. 50-51 (see Acts 16:11-40 

for background). From its inception, the church at Philippi was his favorite, 

displaying a strong missionary zeal and supporting Paul’s ministry more than 

once.  

Paul sent this letter back with Epaphroditus to thank his dear Philippian 

friends for their contribution. He also warmly commended Epaphroditus, who 

had brought the church’s gift from Philippi and who had almost died in 

service to Paul. Additionally, koinonia in community was so important to Paul 

that he also wanted to protect these old friends from listening to false teaching 

that eroded unity in community (unity, 1:27-2:2; 4:2-3; false teachers, 3:1-2; 

3:17-19), thus releasing authentic life characterized by joy (joy and rejoice, 18 

times). Koinonia in the 1st century was a partnership, often a business venture 

together with others. Each one bought in to the venture with investment of 

time, money and energy. Because of their full buy-in, they shared together in 

the ROI (return on investment). This Christ-like mindset is the key to 

unlocking this type of radiant life (2:5) and aligns us with our original Genesis 

1 & 2 Trinitarian design, thrusting us out to engage life fully, joyfully, like 

Christ. In NT koinonia, what we share together is the resurrected life of Christ 

within. Our mindset is “all-in with Jesus on His epic adventure to restore this 

prodigal world of people to the Father’s love.” Such a life is worthy of 

pouring our time, money and energy into, as we find joy as a byproduct of full 

abandonment to Christ. 

In Philippians, Paul opened up his heart and penned his warmest and most 

personal letter, a symphony of joy as he was chained in prison. It’s saturated 

with a deep trust in Jesus Christ and lays out a contagious and triumphant joy 

in which believers may live constantly, even from a jail cell when life work is 

under attack by competitors. It reflects the same heart as the midnight hymn 

of praise in the dungeon of Philippi (Acts 16:25). Philippians is, therefore, an 

eloquent witness to the presence of Christ lifting the person weighed down 

with the sorrow or suffering of earth to an infectious gratitude and exuberant 
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gladness in Christ. His children already have unchanging value/worth derived 

from Him and are complete and fulfilled in Jesus Christ alone, the Artesian 

Well from which our ultimate joy arises. True joy is then not a surface 

emotion that depends on a happiness based on the favorable circumstances of 

the moment, but the overflow of Christ’s life that transcends surroundings. 

Paul gives us three, straightforward ways to set our minds in order to 

experience Jesus’ joy as a byproduct. By contrast, a mindset focused on what I 

feel will bring me happiness thwarts authentic joy and meaning. How often do 

you struggle because your plans for happiness have been blocked? Philippians 

is the answer for every believer! 

Philippians has been a source of renewal and challenge for believers down 

through the ages. For instance, try for just one day to live out the full Reality 

in verses such as 1:17-18, 1:21, 1:29, 2:14, 3:7-8, 4:3, 4:6-9, and 4:11-13. 

Eugene Petersen eloquently captures the powerful impact of Paul’s years of 

devoted discipline to Jesus. “None of the qualities of the Christian life can be 

learned out of a book. Something more like apprenticeship is required, being 

around someone who out of years of devoted discipline shows us, by his or 

her entire behavior, what it is. Moments of verbal instruction will certainly 

occur, but mostly an apprentice acquires skill by daily and intimate 

association with a ‘master,’ picking up subtle but absolutely essential things, 

such as timing and rhythm and ‘touch.’ [In Philippians,] we find ourselves in 

the company of just such a master. Paul doesn’t tell us that we can be happy, 

or how to be happy, He simply and unmistakably is happy…. 

“Circumstances are incidental compared to the life of Jesus, the Messiah, 

that Paul experiences from the inside. For it is a life that not only happened at 

a certain point in history, but continues to happen, spilling out into the lives of 

those who receive him, and then continues to spill out all over the place. 

Christ is, among much else, the revelation that God cannot be contained or 

hoarded. It is this ‘spilling out’ quality of Christ’s life that accounts for the 

happiness of Christians, for joy is life in excess, the overflow of what cannot 

be contained within any one person” (The Message). Such a mindset exposes 

the counterfeits we raise up that we suppose will make us happy, and spills 

out authentic joy that releases happiness as a byproduct of following hard 

after Jesus. This timely message cuts sharply into our lives today where so 

many futilely chase after happiness while shying away from hardship.  

Read & Reflect 

Prologue: Model of a Mindset Releasing a Life of Joy – 1:1-11 

1st Mindset: Advancing the Gospel of Christ  

(Kingdom of God) – 1:12-30  

2nd Mindset: Kneeling in Strength to Lift up Others  

(Family of God) – 2:1-30 

3rd Mindset: Pursuing Intimacy with Christ  

(Wedding with Christ) – 3:1-4:1 

Others: Overcoming Obstacle through Christ – 4:1-20 

Epilogue: Deepening Relationships with Full Buy-in – 4:21-23 
 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Colossians and Philemon two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.” 

Central Message 
Jesus Christ is the fullness of God, the river of God’s pleasure, our 

thoroughly satisfying life and the supreme answer to counter man-made 

religion and moral disobedience. 

Author, Date, & Place 
Paul is in prison once again, and Epaphras has come to visit him, bearing 

the disturbing news about the doctrinal attack on the church of Colosse. Since 

Paul is about to send back the runaway slave Onesimus to his owner, a 

member of the Colossian Church named Philemon, he takes this opportunity 

to send along a letter to address the Colossian heresy. Paul also writes two 

more letters: one to Philemon and one to a neighboring town, the letter to the 

Ephesians. These three letters (along with Philippians written on another 

occasion) have become known as the prison epistles written around A.D. 61. 

Colosse lies in the Lycus River Valley about 100 miles east of Ephesus near 

the more important cities of Hierapolis and Laodicea. Several hundred years 

earlier Colosse was a prosperous commercial center on account of its weaving 

industry, but was now a second-rate commercial center. The church at Colosse 

was probably planted indirectly as a result of Paul’s discipling ministry in 

Ephesus (Acts 19:10) since Paul had never been there personally (2:1). 

Epaphras, a concerned and hard praying pastor, probably founded the church, 

as well as possibly the churches at Hierapolis and Laodicea (4:13).  

Background & Purpose 
False religious groups that twist and deny the truth are always a constant 

threat to Christians, but not merely a recent menace. Paul wrote Colossians to 

refute the false teaching of the cults of his day, so it’s an excellent book for us 

today in an age of religious pluralism and syncretism (that is, diluting the truth 

in the name of tolerance or unity). Paul never directly describes the heresy. By 

inference, though, the false teaching of the day was syncretistic, fusing 

Christianity, Jewish legalism, Greek philosophic speculation, and Oriental 

mysticism into perhaps an earlier version of Gnosticism (secret knowledge 

that creates an elite body of insiders), which became full-blown in the second 

century. In combating this spiritually lethal combination, Paul emphasizes the 

cosmic supremacy of Christ as Lord of creation and Head of the Church. Any 

teaching, practice, or intermediary that detracts from the uniqueness and 

centrality of Christ is patently false. Our clever enemy tries to draw us into 
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one of two swamps, either the “right” swamp of man-made religion (legalism, 

2:4-3:4) or the “left” swamp of moral disobedience (license, 3:5-4:6). Jesus 

Christ is the river of God’s delight flowing powerfully between the two 

swamps, the only authentic way (1:1-2:3)! 

How Paul makes his argument is as significant as the argument he makes. 

First, Paul does not major on the false, but instead gives them a huge dose of 

the authentic, Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God, in whom all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden. Second, claims today in any 

field of expertise are frequently made in an arrogant and argumentative way 

that repels inquiry. Paul could not represent Jesus Christ in that way! “But 

Paul, although unswervingly confident in the conviction that Christ occupies 

the center of creation and salvation without peers, is not arrogant. And he is 

certainly not violent. He argues from a position of rooted humility. He writes 

with the energies of most considerate love. He exhibits again what Christians 

have come to appreciate so much in Paul—the wedding of a brilliant and 

uncompromising intellect with a heart that is warmly and wonderfully kind” 

(The Message). 

Read & Reflect 
1. Greetings – 1:1-2 
 

2. The River of God’s Delight – Partnering with the 

Supremacy of Christ – 1:1-2:3  

Jesus is the supreme LORD… 

A. As He partners with His people in expanding the Gospel– 1:3-8 

 

 

 

B. As He partners with His people in answering prayer – 1:9-14 

 

 

 

C. Over all creation – 1:15-17 

 

 

 

D. Over His entire Church – 1:18-23 

 

 

 

 

E. As He partners with His people in disciple-making – 1:24-2:3 
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3. The First Swamp: Freedom from Man-made Religion 

(legalism) through the Provision of Christ– 2:4-3:4 

A. Deluded by persuasive arguments or building on the foundation of 

Christ – 2:4-7 

 

 

 

B. Captured by society’s philosophy or drawing on Christ’s complete 

provision – 2:8-15 

 

 

 

C. Intimidated by extra-biblical religious duties or focusing on the 

Reality, Jesus Christ – 2:16-17 

 

 

 

D. Disqualified by secret, so-called spiritual knowledge or holding fast 

to Jesus, the Head to His Body – 2:18-19 

 

 

 

E. Drawn away by reliance on rules for living or setting your hearts on 

Christ, our life – 2:20-3:4 

 

 

 

 

4. The Second Swamp –Freedom from Moral Disobedience 

(lawlessness) through our Identity in Christ – 3:5-4:6 

A. By putting off physical impurity – 3:5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

B. By putting off speaking destructive words – 3:8-11 
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C. By putting on loving one another – 3:12-17 

 

 

 

D. By putting on respect for delegated authority – 3:18-4:1 

 

 

 

E. By putting on relating to the world as God’s ambassadors – 4:2-6 

 

 

 

Epilogue – Pass-it-on to the community – 4:7-18 

 

 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read 1 Thessalonians two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Paul’s family letter to encourage his beloved “family” to live together out 

of God’s rich resources only available in community until Jesus soon return. 

Author, Date & Place 
Paul claims authorship at the very outset (1:1) and this has never been 

seriously challenged. Prosperous, prominent, and thoroughly pagan, the 

seaport capital of Thessalonica first heard the Gospel on Paul’s 2nd missionary 

journey. Paul planted a dynamic, flourishing church through a short, but 

powerful, ministry, until jealous Jews drove Paul and his companions out of 

the city for preaching Jesus as Messiah and King (Acts 17:1-10). From Athens 

Paul sent Timothy back to the Thessalonian church to check how the young 

Christians were responding to persecution. Their report to Paul in Corinth 

prompted him to write this letter around A.D. 50-51 (1 Thes. 3:1-6). 

Background & Purpose 
After a brief, turbulent and fruitful ministry, Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians 

with his heart brimming over with loving care for these young believers to 

encourage them to persevere tenaciously in the midst of tough times. Paul 

apprenticed followers of Jesus like His Master by first doing it to them, and 

then later explaining what he had done (unlike our systems of education that 

focus first on knowledge). Therefore he also wrote to explain how he 

partnered with the Spirit to build a dynamic community of love.. 1 Thess. then 

is Paul’s manual for building dynamic, thriving communities. Radically 

following Jesus together as His forever Family is the only antidote for the 

severe persecution that comes from self-absorbed individualism. It’s an 

intimate letter with the word “brothers” used 14 times. The two letters to the 

Thessalonians are very similar, covering much the same ground…faith in the 

living and true God, love for one another, and hope released in tough times 

through active response to teaching about the Second Coming of Jesus. In 

fact, every chapter in 1 Thessalonians ends with the return of Jesus Christ.  

Eugene Petersen captures the crucial nature of laying a healthy foundation 

of the doctrine of hope. “The way we conceive of the future sculpts the 

present, gives contour and tone to nearly every action and thought through the 

day. If our sense of future is weak, we live listlessly. Much emotional and 

mental illness and most suicides occur among men and women who feel that 

they ‘have no future.’ The Christian faith has always been characterized by a 
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strong and focused sense of future, with belief in the Second Coming of Jesus 

as the most distinctive detail. From the day Jesus ascended into heaven, his 

followers lived in expectancy of his return. He told them he was coming back. 

They believed he was coming back. They continue to believe it. For 

Christians, it is the most important thing to know and believe about the 

future” (The Message). When was the last time you thought long and hard 

about eternity and the return of Jesus Christ in power and glory? 

Overview Summary 
1. Launching a Catalytic Community (manual)– 1:1-2:13 

2. Banding Together In Trials (reminder) – 2:14-3:13 

3. Pleasing God in Community (instructions) – 4:1-5:24 
 

Read & Reflect 
1. Launching a Catalytic Group (Paul’s manual) – 1:1-2:13 

FRAME: Full provision of Triune God for image-bearers – 1:1 

 

 

A. Bathe the group with prayer/worship – 1:2-3 

Faith 

 

Love 

 

Hope 

 

B. Pass on the Good News with the model of Jesus – 1:4-5 

 

 

 

C. Build up the community through discipleship – 1:6-10 

Relational (6a) 

 

Biblical (6b) 

 

Intentional (7-10) 

 

D. Raise Up one another in family– 2:1-13 

Like an older brother (character, faith) – 2:1-6 

 

Like a nursing mom (compassion, love) – 2:7-9 

 

Like a far-sighted dad (call, hope) – 2:10-13 
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2. Banding Together In Trials (reminder) – 2:14-3:13 

A. Through mature models – 2:14-16 

 

 

B. Through authentic affirmation – 2:17-20 

 

 

C. Through teaching on trials – 3:1-4 

 

 

D. Through fostering faith – 3:5-8 

 

 

E. Through persistent prayer – 3:9-13 

 

 

3. Pleasing God in Community (instruction) – 4:1-5:24 

General guidelines – 4:1-2 

A. Practice moral responsibility – 4:3-8 

 

 

B. Love one another – 4:9-10 

 

 

C. Live a quiet, generous life – 4:11-12 

 

 

D. Teach pertinent doctrine – 4:13-5:11 

 

 

E. Relate rightly to authority – 5:12-13 

 

 

F. Minister with Flexibility – 5:14-15 

 

 

G. Experience Trinitarian Community – 5:16-24 

 

Epilogue – 5:25-28
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My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read 2 Thessalonians two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Keep on serving Jesus until He returns. 

Author, Date & Place 
Paul (1:1 and 3:17) wrote both letters to the Thessalonians within 6 months 

of each other from Corinth, on his 2nd missionary journey around A.D. 50-51.  

Background & purpose 
Since 2 Thessalonians was probably penned within weeks or months of 1 

Thessalonians and covered much of the same teachings, why was it 

necessary? Paul’s teaching about the imminent return of Jesus (1 Thes. 5:2) 

was misunderstood by some of these young Christians (2 Thes 2:2)…and 

interestingly enough, in two different and opposite directions. One group 

became unsettled that they had already missed the return of Jesus (2 Thes. 

2:1-3) and the other stopped everything else to wait for His return (2 Thes. 

3:6-15). Both resulted in fatalism, rather than faith, and the enemy took these 

young believers out of the battle. Paul’s words are strong, direct, and 

corrective, but full of love, hope and encouragement to these young believers 

as he praises them for their growing faith in the face of persecution and 

corrects their misunderstanding about the return of Jesus Christ in majesty. 

“The practical effect of this belief is to charge each moment of the present 

with hope. For if the future is dominated by the coming again of Jesus, there 

is little room left on the screen for projecting our anxieties and fantasies. It 

takes the clutter out of our lives. We’re far more free to respond 

spontaneously to the freedom of God. All the same, the belief can be 

misconceived so that it results in paralyzing fear for some, shiftless indolence 

in others. [Paul prods] us to continue to live forward in taunt and joyful 

expectancy for what God will do next in Jesus” (The Message). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read & Reflect 
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Greetings – 1:1-2 
 

1. Encouragement - Return of Christ – 1:3-12 

 

 

 

2. Explanation - Revelation of Anti-Christ – 2:1-12 

 

 

 

3. Exhortation - Return to Christian Living – 2:13-3:15 

A. To stand firm  in Christ – 2:13-17 

 

 

B. To share the Gospel – 3:1-5 

 

 

C. To work hard (not idle) – 3:6-13 

 

 

D. To Christian discipline – 3:14-15 

 

 

Epilogue – 3:16-18 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read 1 Timothy two times. 

 Read the article on Timothy in the New International Bible Dictionary. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Paul’s manual for building servant-first, character-based Kingdom 

leadership to orchestrate Holy Spirit ministry in and out of the church. 

Author, Date & Place 
In A.D. 63-65 Paul was on his way to Nicopolis in northern Macedonia 

where he hoped to spend the winter (Titus 3:12). Somewhere on the way, Paul 

wrote 1 Timothy (plus also Titus, see introduction) to his son in the faith who 

was ministering as his representative at the church in Ephesus. Both early 

tradition and the greetings of the Pastoral letters themselves confirm Paul as 

their author. Recent critical scholars have questioned the authorship of the 

Leadership Letters (1 & 2 Timothy & Titus) based on alleged uncharacteristic 

vocabulary and style, but the attempts are unconvincing. The vocabulary and 

style should be somewhat different since these three letters were written to 

individual leaders (not churches) to develop spiritual leadership, not directly 

to instruct the general congregation. 

Background & Purpose 
After Paul’s imprisonment in Rome in Acts 28 (A.D. 60-62), many scholars 

believe Paul was released and began his 4th missionary journey. Why? 1) Paul 

states his desire to go to Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28); 2) the antagonistic attitude 

of the Roman government in these letters, contrasted to the amicable attitude 

in Acts favors it, 3) the Prison Letters expect it, 4) the Leadership Letters 

demand it since some events there cannot fit what we know of Paul’s journeys 

in Acts, and 5) tradition asserts it. The early historian, Eusebius, implies that 

Paul was released following his first Roman imprisonment and statements in 

early Christian literature indicate that Paul took the Gospel to Spain. 

Who was Timothy? Timothy lived in Lystra in Galatia, the child of a mixed 

marriage—his mother being Jewish and his father Greek. From childhood his 

faithful Jewish mother and grandmother taught Timothy the OT Scriptures (2 

Tim. 1:5; 3:15). On Paul’s 1st missionary journey, Paul perhaps led all three to 

a personal relationship with Christ (1 Timothy 1:2). Young Timothy made 

such rapid strides as a follower of Jesus that Paul recruited him for his mission 

team when he came through on his 2nd missionary journey (Acts 16:1-4), 

planting churches in Macedonia and Achaia (Acts 17:14-15; 18:5). On Paul’s 

3rd missionary journey Timothy also experienced the contagion of the 

Kingdom with Paul during the 3-year long discipling ministry at Ephesus 

when house-churches were planted in all the surrounding regions (Acts 
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19:22). He may have accompanied Paul all the way to Jerusalem, and was 

with Paul during the apostle’s first imprisonment in Rome. Timothy is listed 

as the co-sender of six of Paul’s letters (1, 2 Thessalonians, 2 Corinthians, 

Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) and the recipient of two. Timothy was 

Paul’s “right hand man,” enjoying a unique relationship with the apostle Paul, 

second to none (Phil. 2:19-22 gives a brief glimpse into its depth). 

Following his release from his first imprisonment after the end of Acts, 

Paul’s travels are difficult to trace. Paul, Timothy and Titus may have first 

traveled to Spain and from there to Crete (see introduction to Titus). A 

number of churches were birthed there from their fruitful evangelistic work in 

a number of towns (Titus 1:5). Paul and Timothy continued on towards 

Macedonia via Ephesus. At Ephesus, Paul discovered that heresy was rotting 

away the pillars of the church. Some leaders in Ephesus were teaching a 

heresy that combined decadent Judaism (1 Tim. 1:3-7), false asceticism (1 

Tim. 4:1-5) and an incipient Gnosticism. So he excommunicated Hymenaeus 

and Alexander, two of the erring leaders (1 Tim. 1:19-20) and left Timothy 

behind to help shore up the church in these difficult times (1 Tim. 1:3-4).  

On his way to winter in the Adriatic seacoast town of Nicopolis in northern 

Macedonia (Titus 3:12), Paul realized that he could be delayed in his return to 

Ephesus (1 Tim. 3:14-15). So he writes 1 Timothy and Titus to his young 

leaders as a kind of manual for building Kingdom leadership. After wintering 

in Nicopolis Paul may have tried to return to Ephesus in the Spring, only to 

have been arrested along the way, perhaps at Troas at the instigation of 

Alexander (2 Tim. 4:14-15). This led to Paul’s 2nd imprisonment in Rome 

when he wrote his last letter (2 Timothy) shortly before his execution towards 

the end of Nero’s reign of terror (67 or 68).  

Paul was always about expanding Kingdom infrastructure by gathering, 

training and releasing strong, young leaders. He was a T-E-A-M builder 

(Together Everyone Accomplishes More). Titus was now in Dalmatia (2 Tim 

4:10), Tychicus was sent to Ephesus (2 Tim 4:12), Crescens to Galatia (2 Tim 

4:10), Erastus to Corinth (2 Tim 4:20), Trophimus to Miletus (2 Tim 4:20), 

Carpus was with him at Troas (2 Tim 4:13), Priscilla & Aquila were away 

from Rome, perhaps in Ephesus (2 Tim 4:19), Onesiphorus ministered to him 

in Ephesus (2 Tim 1:18), Luke, Eubulus, Pudens, and Linus remained with 

Paul at Rome, and Paul wanted Timothy and Mark to rush to Rome. 15 names 

of his teammates…just from 2 Timothy alone. Paul was about teambuilding. 

1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are known as Paul’s Pastoral Letters, or better 

“Leadership Letters,” because they give instructions concerning leadership, 

pastoral care and simple organization in local communities of faith. “Ego-

centered, ego-prominent leadership betrays the Master. The best leadership in 

spiritual communities formed in the name of Jesus, the Messiah, is 

inconspicuous, not calling attention to itself but not sacrificing anything in the 

way of conviction and firmness either. In his letters to two young associates—

Timothy in Ephesus and Titus in Crete—we see Paul encouraging and guiding 

the development of just such leadership. What he had learned so thoroughly 

himself, he was now passing on, and showing them, in turn, how to develop a 

similar leadership in local congregations” (The Message). How can we have a 

spiritual impact and influence in the lives of others? Read and practice the 

Leadership Letters. Serve fervently! Live godly! Teach boldly! Train-up 

servant-first, character based leader so we can grow as the community of the 

Living, Community God, His lighthouse in a dark and needy world. 

 

Read & Reflect 
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Greeting – 1:1-2 

 

1. Personal Character – Leadership flows out of personal 

experience with Christ Jesus– 1:3-20 

A. Boldly confront false teachers to fulfill the Gospel goal of love 

(Tim’s charge) – 1:3-11 

 

 

 

B. Humbly draw from God’s mercy/grace as the Great Initiator 

(Paul’s example) – 1:12-14 

 

 

 

C. Confidently witness what you’ve personally experienced of the God 

of Scripture (Paul’s example) – 1:15-17 

 

 

 

D. Courageously fight the good fight with faith & a good conscience 

(Tim’s charge) – 1:18-20 

 

 

 

2. Public Worship – Leadership orchestrates church ministry 

to develop a connecting community – 2:1-3:16 

A. Instruct appropriate “every person” participation– 2:1-15 
ALL pray as 1st importance – 1-7 
 
MEN pray without hostile anger – 8 
 
WOMEN learn with inner tranquility – 9-15 
 

B. Train up character-based leadership in the church – 3:1-13 

 

 

 

C. Teach believers to connect as people of God’s Presence – 3:14-16 
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3. Pastoral Care – Leadership ministers to the cross-section of 

people – 4:1-6:18 

A. Teach the Kingdom-opposite into demonic lies – 4:1-7a 

 

 

 

B. Discipline yourself diligently so you embody the message – 4:7b-16 

 

 

 

C. Minister relevantly to the unique needs of each multi-generational 

group in the Kingdom-community– 5:1-6:2 

 

 

 

D. Declare Reality from God’s alternate Kingdom-culture that 

counters this world’s culture – 6:3-18 
3-5 Sound teaching vs. unhealthy argument 
6-10 Godly contentment vs. love for money 
11-16 Flee the world’s value & pursue God’s vs. pursue world’s and flee God’s 
17-18 Placing your hope in God vs. placing your hope in riches 

Final Charge – 6: 20-21 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read 2 Timothy two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Paul’s final advice for building strong, servant-first, Bible-based, mentoring 

leadership within the Christian faith-community. 

Author, Date & Place 
During his 2nd imprisonment in Rome, Paul wrote 2 Timothy shortly before 

his execution towards the end of Nero’s reign of terror (67 or 68).  

Background & Purpose 
Paul’s life is drawing to a lonely close in this dark, damp Roman dungeon 

(1:16). Treated like a criminal, isolated, cold, without his books and lonely 

(1:16; 2:9; 1:17; 4:11; 4:13), Paul had already had a preliminary hearing 

(4:16-17). His full trial was yet to come, but he did not expect to be acquitted 

this time (4:6). Nero’s insane persecution of the Christians was at its height.  

Paul knows that his life work is done. All have deserted him. Only a short 

generation after Christ’s resurrection, Christianity seemed on the verge of 

annihilation under Nero’s hand. Paul had to pass on the torch of Jesus’ 

ongoing Kingdom mission to future leaders like Timothy. So Paul wrote 

Timothy to come to him in Rome and sent this important letter via Tychicus, 

who was to replace Timothy in Ephesus. To lay this responsibility on Timothy 

was not easy. In many ways, Timothy was an unlikely leader. He was 

relatively young by Roman standards (1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:22), prone to 

illness (1 Tim. 5:23), and apparently somewhat shy and in need of 

encouragement (1 Cor. 16:10; 2 Tim. 1:7-8; 2:1-3; 3:12-14). But Timothy 

overcame his natural inclinations and tackled risky assignments to partner 

together with Paul in Jesus’ mission (for instance in Corinth and Ephesus).  

If Timothy did not make it to Rome in time, 2 Timothy would be Paul’s 

final advice for building strong leadership within the Christian community. 

He lays down principles for those who want a ministry of discipleship built on 

God’s Word as the foundation for living. I can imagine Paul’s young leader-

friend reading and rereading this most intimate and personal of Paul’s letters.  

Paul is not in any way bitter (4:16), but exultant in the midst of imminent 

death as he concludes by telling Timothy it’s been worth it all to give 

everything for Jesus, the Pearl of Great Price (4:6-8). Even up to the end of his 

life, Paul is still all about Kingdom ministry and God’s forever family (4:9-

22). What a challenge for Kingdom leaders throughout the age to finish well. 

Read & Reflect 
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Greetings to a Kingdom Leader– 1:1-2 

1. Develop Consistency over a Lifetime – 1:3-2:7 

A. Leadership is based on character and energized by gifts – 1:3-7 
 

B. Leadership receives from the Lord, then freely gives away – 1:8-14 
 

C. Leadership comes with a high cost…but is worth it all! – 1:15-17 
 

D. Summary: 4 snapshots of a leader living from God’s grace – 2:1-7 

 

2. Know and Proclaim God and His Word – 2:8-26 

A. Take pains to faithfully teach the main & plain – 2:8-14 
 

B. Work hard to know & do God’s Word (not fads) – 2:15-19 
 

C. Exert yourself to be pure by “fleeing & following” – 2:20-22 
 

D. Bring correction with truth spoken in gentleness – 2:23-26 

 

3. Know the Mosaic into Which You Minister– 3:1-17 

A. Understand the Kingdom issues for your audience – 3:1-9 
 

B. Model/Teach discipleship w/o compromise, building deep – 3:10-17 

 

4. Live With the End in Mind, in Light of Eternity – 4:1-22 

A. Proclaim God’s Unchanging Word to a changing society – 4:1-5 
 

B. Finish your race strong because of clear eternal values – 4:6-8 
 

C. Begin and end with Kingdom mission & family relations – 4:9-22 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Titus two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Kingdom leadership flows from a servant-first life, is based on godly 

character and teaches people to adorn the truth by doing good works. 

Author, Date & Place 
In A.D. 63-65 Paul was on his way to Nicopolis in northern Macedonia for 

the winter (Titus 3:12). Somewhere on the way, Paul wrote 1 Timothy and 

Titus to these two friends and fellow laborers in Jesus’ ongoing ministry.  

Background & Purpose 
Titus was one of Paul’s converts (Titus 1:4), a key player on his mission 

team. When Paul set off for Jerusalem to discuss the Gospel with the 

Jerusalem leaders, he took Titus with him as Paul’s “test case.” Since Titus 

was an uncircumcised Gentile, acceptance of Titus as a Christian without the 

work of circumcision vindicated Paul’s stand there (Gal. 2:1-5). Although 

Titus was obviously Paul’s young friend and valuable co-worker, Luke never 

mentions Titus in Acts, although there are 13 references to him in the NT. 

Titus may have worked with Paul at Ephesus during the 3rd missionary 

journey. From there the apostle Paul dispatched him to Corinth to help that 

church with its work (2 Cor. 2:12-13, 7:5-6; 8:6).  

Titus had a good ministry track record. Paul commissioned him, therefore, 

to remain in Crete after their church planting campaign as his representative. 

Some unfinished work must be completed, foremost being to appoint leaders 

in newly founded churches. Perhaps Titus took on a temporary “circuit rider” 

type ministry, overseeing the new church plants until leaders were raised up 

(1:5; 2:15). When a replacement arrived, Paul asked Titus to meet him at 

Nicopolis on the west coast of Greece (3:12). Later, Titus went on a mission 

to Dalmatia (modern Yugoslavia, 2 Tim. 4:10), the last we hear of this well 

used servant. 

Crete is a large, mountainous island in the Mediterranean, directly south of 

the Aegean Sea. Paul’s ship stopped at this island on its voyage to Rome with 

Paul as its prisoner (Acts 27:7-13). In Paul’s time, the Cretan people had a bad 

reputation in the Mediterranean world. Life in Crete had sunk to such a 

deplorable moral level that the dishonesty, gluttony and laziness was 

proverbial for its inhabitants (1:12). Paul recommended the original “third 

strike” rule for dealing with troublemakers (3:30). The Apostle wrote to Titus 

to raise up character-based leaders in this local context. They were to model 

and encourage the Cretan Christians to live like Jesus in spiritual communities 

formed in the name of Jesus, adorning healthy doctrine by doing good works.  
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Read & Reflect 
Introduction: Panoramic Vision – 1:1-4 

1. Trinitarian Leaders Develop Servant-first Leaders – 1:5-9 

 

2. Trinitarian Leaders Disciple with God’s Authority – 1:10-

2:15 

A. Disciple pastorally: understand your particular audience – 1:10-16 

 

B. Disciple pertinently: relevant truth for each specific group (older 

men, 2; older women, 3-5; young men, 6-8; slaves, 9-10; basis = 

Gospel, 11-14, summary, 15) – 2:1-15 

 

3. Trinitarian Leaders Escort the Community to Do Good 

Works together– 3:3-11 

A. Opportunities for doing good works – 3:1-2 

 

B. Weaknesses undermining doing good works – 3:3 

 

C. Strengths for doing good works (God’s grace) – 3:4-8 

 

D. Threats to doing good works – 3:9-11 

 

Final Team-building Remarks – 3:12-15 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Philemon two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Paul’s plea to Philemon to radically forgive and restore a Christian brother. 

Author, Date & Place 
Paul’s authorship is undisputed since it’s stated in verses 1, 9 and 19. The 

background also fits Paul’s life well. This is a personal note from Paul to 

Philemon…a friend to a friend…written from prison in Rome about A.D. 61 

(see introduction to Colossians). 

Background & purpose 
Philemon was the wealthy Christian slave owner of a domestic slave, 

Onesimus (meaning “useful”), who stole from his master and ran away to 

Rome, a crime punishable by death under Roman law. While in Rome 

Onesimus came under the influence of Paul and was “captured” by the love of 

his real Master, Jesus Christ, who frees us from our sins that we might 

become willing slaves of Him. Because of Onesimus’ obligation to Christ, he 

returned to his owner, Philemon, in Colosse. This letter from Paul was a 

personal appeal that Onesimus be accepted as a Christian brother.  

The inclusion of this tender and moving note in the cannon of Scripture 

reminds us that the Good News is not just about ideas, but about real people 

and the moral decisions that are part of real life. The message is simple: God 

values every single individual—even a thief, a running coward and a slave. It 

also models for us on a human level the great doctrine of substitution that 

makes relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit possible…Jesus died 

in my place so that I might live. Although this letter does not speak against 

slavery, the abolition of slavery as a social injustice began here. Wherever the 

love of Christ has been practiced, the foundations of slavery are gradually 

undercut because slave and master are one in the forever family of God. 

 

 

Read & Reflect 
Greeting – 1-3 

1. Paul’s Praise of Philemon – 4-7 
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2. Paul’s Pleas for Onesimus – 8-16 

 

 

3. Paul’s Pledge to Philemon – 17-19 

 

 

4. Paul’s Petition of Philemon – 20-21 

 

 

Epilogue – 22-25 

 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Hebrews two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Fix your eyes on the absolute superiority of the person and ministry of Jesus 

Christ who provides vibrant life that resists reverting to old religious 

practices. 

Author, Date & Place 
The author of Hebrews is unstated and unknown by any except God. This is 

the only NT book whose author is not fixed. Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, Silas 

and others have been suggested over the years as viable options. But the 

question of authorship is not of major importance to appreciating the absolute 

superiority of Jesus Christ.  

The date of Hebrews is also difficult to pinpoint. The impression is that the 

recipients of Hebrews had heard the Gospel from eyewitnesses of Jesus’ 

ministry (2:3). Timothy was recently released from imprisonment (13:23). It’s 

also likely that Hebrews was written before the destruction of the temple in 

Jerusalem in A.D. 70, or else the author would have used its destruction to 

clinch his argument that Christ’s sacrifice supersedes the temple’s bloody 

offerings (10:2). If the persecution referred to that of Nero, then Hebrews was 

written after A.D. 64. Sometime in the 60’s would be an educated guess, 

probably to those in a large city (such as Rome, 13:24). 

Background & purpose 
The book of Hebrews was written because of a great spiritual crisis. The 

Jewish Christians addressed in this letter were losing sight of God’s Son, their 

all-sufficient Savior. They were tempted to renounce their newfound faith and 

return to their old religious roots to escape persecution. Hebrews is a literary 

masterpiece! The style is that of an expert orator who wisely does not begin 

by considering their difficult circumstances. Instead he systematically paints a 

breathtaking portrait of the superiority of the Person, the ministry, and the life 

of Jesus Christ, the only one who is worth such costly allegiance. This 

exciting book is often called the “fifth Gospel” because it tells of Jesus’ past 

work on earth and his present work in heaven (2:9; 4:14). 

It may sound odd, but we can get too much religion! We can’t get too much 

of Jesus, or faith, or obedience, or love poured from God and given away to 

others. But religion…our well-intentioned efforts to do things to please 

God…these can get in the way of what God wants to do. The book of 

Hebrews does not assault the OT or its message. It does, however, attack a 
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false view of faith that too often prevailed in OT times…religion. This 

deceptive counterfeit taught that God could be appeased by dutiful observance 

of religious rituals. As a result many set their hope in their ritual 

observance…and thus ultimately in themselves. The result was a sterile and 

rebellious people that the prophets from Samuel to Malachi addressed.  

This sterility is all too common even today. “That’s when it’s time to read 

and pray our way through the letter to the Hebrews again, written for ‘too 

religious’ Christians, for ‘Jesus-and’ Christians. In the letter, it is Jesus-and-

angels, or Jesus-and-Moses or Jesus-and-priesthood. In our time it is more 

likely to be Jesus-and-politics or Jesus-and-education, or even Jesus-and-

Buddha. This letter deletes the hyphens, the add-ons. The focus becomes clear 

and sharp again:…The main and central action is everywhere and always what 

God has done, is doing, and will do for us. Jesus is the revelation of that 

action. Our main and central task is to live in responsive obedience to God’s 

action revealed in Jesus. Our part in the action is the act of faith….the one 

human action in which we don’t get in the way but on the way” (The 

Message). 

Knowing the Lord also does not mean swinging as a pendulum in the 

opposite direction and lapsing into a sloppy self-confidence that encourages 

laziness and excuses disobedience. Instead it means exercising diligent faith 

out of a fierce desire to please rather than dishonor Christ. The major practical 

concern in Hebrews is that Christians not be intimidated by the difficult 

circumstances they face and follow a passive fatalism back to their old 

religion. Instead they should stand firm in their devotion to Jesus Christ 

because of the superiority of His Person, His ministry, and His life. So, 

interspersed in this sermonic letter we call Hebrews are five passages of 

solemn warning centered on Jesus Christ to attempt to re-light the embers of a 

dying fire (2:1-4; 3:12-4:2; 6:4-8; 10:26-31; 12:25-29). These passages have 

been interpretive battlegrounds when the strong warning nature of the context 

is ignored. 

Read & Reflect 
1. The Superiority of the Person of Jesus Christ - 1:1-5:10 

A. Jesus Christ is greater than the OT prophets – 1:1-3 

 

 

B. Jesus Christ is greater than the angels – 1:4-2:18 

 

 

C. Jesus Christ is greater than Moses – 3:1-19 

 

 

D. Jesus Christ is greater than Joshua – 4:1-13 

 

 

E. Jesus Christ is greater than Aaron as High Priest – 4:14-5:10 

 

2. The Superiority of the Ministry of Jesus Christ – 8:6-10:18 
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A. Jesus Christ provides a better soil – 5:11-6:20a 

 

 

 

B. Jesus Christ makes available a better priesthood – 6:20b-8:6 

 

 

 

C. Jesus Christ mediates a better covenant – 8:6-13 

 

 

 

D. Jesus Christ furnishes a better tabernacle – 9:1-11 

 

 

 

E. Jesus Christ offers a better sacrifice – 9:12-10:18 

 

 

 

3. The Superiority of our Life in Jesus Christ – 10:19-13:17 

The life of Jesus Christ… 

A. Releases hope to persevere – 10:19-39 

 

 

 

 

B. Provides faith even in trials – 11:1-12:3 

 

 

 

 

C. Calls to love despite the cost – 12:4-13:17 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Epilogue – 13:18-25 
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A. Prayer & doxology – 13:18-21 

 

 

B. Personal remarks – 13:22-25 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Central Message 
A series of sermon notes on the theme: “authentic faith produces radical 

life responses, even in the toughest of times.” 

Author, Date & Place 
Although there are five men named James in the NT, the author is most 

likely the oldest half-brother of Jesus (Mt. 13:55). Early tradition has ascribed 

authorship to him and there is no reason to question this view.  

James is probably the earliest of all the NT writings, written between A.D. 

45-49, but there is some question on the dating. This is the most Jewish of the 

letters (addressed to “the twelve tribes”) and bears a striking resemblance to 

the Sermon on the Mount. James was also one of the last NT documents to 

become firmly established in the NT canon, partially because the author is not 

an apostle. Martin Luther had problems with James, calling it a “rather 

strawy letter” because he misunderstood the teaching on works in James and 

saw a conflict with the teaching in Galatians on justification by faith alone. 

Paul’s readers were seeking to be justified by good deeds, but James’ readers 

were feeling exempted from good deeds because they were justified. These 

two teachings are actually friends, standing back to back and addressing 

different problems centered on the same issue. 

Background & Purpose 
It’s moving to think of the change of heart James experienced on His 

spiritual pilgrimage. At first Jesus’ family was hostile to his mission (John 

7:2-5) and even tried to stop it (Mark 3:21). Shortly after His ascension, 

however, the mother and brothers of Jesus are listed among the early believers 

(Acts 1:14). James was one of the select individuals Jesus appeared to after 

His resurrection (1 Co 15:7), and James may have come to faith at that time. 

From early unbelief, James eventually emerged as the key leader in the church 

in Jerusalem. Peter reported to James after his miraculous escape from prison 

(Acts 12:17). James presided over the first Jerusalem council that decided the 

crucial issue of Gentile entrance into the church (Acts 15:13). Paul visited him 

on two occasions in Jerusalem (Gal 1:19; Ac 21:18) and called him a “pillar” 

(Gal 2:9). James joined in the official recognition of Paul’s call as apostle to 

the Gentiles (Gal 2:8-10). Tradition calls him “James, the Just” and “old 

camel knees” because of the thick calluses on his knees from many hours in 

prayer.  

Stand back and admire the pastoral skills displayed by Pastor James as he 

teaches that “authentic faith produces radical life responses.” James pulls no 

punches! He states his many penetrating and provocative truths with authority, 

54 clear commands in the 108 verses. But his strong words are blended with 

personal warmth and love as he encourages healthy spiritual life and 

diagnoses and corrects mis-belief and mis-behavior with a deep, practical and 

living wisdom. Wisdom is not primarily knowledge, although we need to 

know. Wisdom is “skill in living” because what good is truth if we don’t 

integrate it with everyday practical experiences? Faith that produces no 

change is no faith at all.  
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James begins and ends this book abruptly without any opening thanksgiving 

or final comments. It’s written more like a series of short sermon notes from a 

wise and caring pastor. Since James is so pithy and practical, here’s the 

perspective many readers miss. What does James tell me about God? How 

does God then want to mold my life through my response of faith to become 

this kind of person? Read James as five varied, pastoral exhortations to 

encourage right behavior despite difficult circumstances. I think you’ll 

discover the obvious application of this God-given wisdom (wisdom = “skill 

in living”) to 21st century life as you read through the book with a prayerful, 

consecutive reading. 

Read & Reflect 

Greeting – 1:1 

1. Experience Victorious Joy in Tough Trials – 1:2-18 

2. Be Quick to Listen & Respond – 1:19-27 

3. Don’t Show Favoritism, but Fulfill the Royal Law – 2:1-13 

4. Demonstrate Authentic Faith by Works – 2:14-26 

5. Tame the Tongue, especially those who Teach – 3:1-12 

6. Sow Wisdom to Harvest Righteousness – 3:13-18 

7. Who Is in Charge, God or You? – 4:1-17 

8. Live Life from an Eternal Perspective – 5:1-12 

9. Prayer for Everyday Life – 5:5:13-20 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Central Message 
God’s “presence people” sent into the world to stand firm in the true grace 

of God in the storms of life. 

Author, Date & Place 
The author identifies himself as the apostle Peter (1:1). From Galilee, Peter 

was a fisherman by trade. Peter seems to have been a natural leader, always 

listed first in the lists of the Apostles. He was married and his wife 

accompanied him on some of his preaching tours (1 Co 9:5). Although he was 

the apostle to the Jews, his response to a vision led to the first Gentile convert, 

Cornelius (Acts 10). Tradition says that Peter was martyred around A.D. 67-

68 in Rome by crucifixion upside down. 

The contents and character of the letter reflect what we know about Peter. 

Peter’s authorship is also attested by early and strong support of the church 

fathers. Some modern critical scholars question Peter’s authorship because the 

Greek of 1 Peter is good literary Greek. So, how could a simple Galilean 

fisherman pen such a masterpiece? Their argument is hardly compelling and 

does not negate the other strong evidence, especially since Silas may have 

been more than just a stenographer (5:12). Peter wrote this first letter after 

A.D. 61 because there is familiarity with Paul’s prison epistles and before his 

death in 67-68, possibly shortly after the fire in Rome in A.D. 64. 

1 Peter was penned from “Babylon” (5:13), and there is much speculation 

what he means. It’s widely held that Peter may well be using the name 

“Babylon” as a code word representing Rome, as in the book of Revelation 

(Revelation 17:9-10) since tradition connects him with Rome in the later part 

of his life. Although we cannot be sure of the place, in any case, Peter writes 

to scattered Christians in Asia Minor (1:1) who are undergoing intense 

persecution for their faith. 

Background & Purpose 
“One hot July night in A.D. 64, Rome caught fire. For three days and three 

nights the fire blazed out of control. Ancient temples and landmarks were 

swept away. Homes were destroyed. Ten of the 14 city sections suffered 

damage; three sections were reduced to rubble. The people of Rome were 

distraught and angry, especially because it was widely believed that if 

Emperor Nero had not actually set the fire, he certainly had done nothing to 

contain it….Clearly he needed a scapegoat on which to blame the fire. The 

Christians were nominated for this dubious honor….Nero introduced the 

church to martyrdom” (Student Serendipity Bible). 

The news of the Christians killed in Jerusalem spread rapidly. “Would the 

fires of suffering and persecution ignite the surrounding areas and spread into 

Asia Minor? Many of these believers had already left their homes in 

Jerusalem when persecution broke out there. Now, in a foreign land, they 

were suffering difficult times, especially from unbelievers living around them. 

Things could only worsen. Peter did not write this letter to tell these 
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Christians they were immune from further persecution. Instead, he encouraged 

them to stand true and endure the suffering for the sake of Christ and in his 

strength, no matter how intense it became. He seeks to change their focus 

from the difficulties at hand to the glory to come” (Irving L. Jensen, Simply 

Understanding the Bile, p. 257). How we suffer is a powerful testimony. 

Even in the midst of the insecurity around us, there is a true security, all the 

way to glory. True love fuels true holiness, producing authentic humility and 

worship resulting in practical religion for life’s every circumstance. This 

forms in us a practical perspective on suffering, which releases perseverance 

to pursue meaning and purpose, aligning with our design from the Garden in 

Genesis 1 and 2 and with our true purpose lived out here and in all eternity. At 

least 26 times Peter dwells on the joy and glory and grace that are ours against 

the 14 times he mentions the suffering of Christ and His Christian followers. 

In the midst of painful refining there is heartfelt rejoicing with tangible 

rewards for enduring service under enemy fire. Such lives lived out together 

in koinonia in community prepare for a powerful witness to the lost world (1 

Peter 3:15). All this flows out of the true grace we experience through an 

authentic and energizing relationship with Jesus now and climaxing in 

everlasting glory and our final destination—HOME with Jesus forever! 

Read & Reflect 

Greetings from Peter – 1:1-2 

1. The Exchanged Life – God’s Grace for Holy Character – 1:3-

2:10 

2. The Pilgrim Life – God’s Grace for Good Works –  

2:11-4:11 

3. The Expectant Life – God’s Grace for Heroic Perseverance – 

4:12-5:11 

Paul’s Final Greetings – 5:12-14 
 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction the article on 2 Peter 

in New International Bible Dictionary, pp. 774-775.  

 Read 2 Peter two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
The antidote to encroaching apostasy is to make every effort to pursue 

knowing and experiencing God and His secure provision.  

Author, Date & Place 
Peter identifies himself as the author of this second letter (1:1; 3:1). From 

the letter itself Peter seems to anticipate his own death shortly (1:14-15). 

Since strong tradition holds that Peter was martyred by crucifixion upside 

down during Nero’s reign, a date prior to A.D. 67 (Nero’s death was in 68) 

from Rome is reasonable. 

Some critical NT scholars question Peter’s authorship, primarily because of 

a stylistic difference (1 Peter is eloquent Greek) and because it has the poorest 

external attestation by the church fathers. But if someone were to make up 

stories about being Peter, it would be strange if he did not also imitate the 

style of the first epistle more closely, and the very content of this letter would 

heap condemnation on him as a false teacher! Peter, the apostle, claims to be 

the author. Internal evidence indicates Petrine authorship (the author was with 

Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, 1:16-18; he wrote a previous letter, 

3:1; he knew Paul well, 3:15). If Silas aided Peter in writing 1 Peter (1 Peter 

5:12), any differences could be explained by Peter writing the letter himself 

without help. These factors point to 2 Peter as a genuine work of Peter. 

Background & purpose 
About three-years after Peter wrote his first letter to Christians in Asia 

Minor, he wrote again (3:1). 1 Peter addressed how they should respond to 

suffering from outside, while 2 Peter concerns itself almost exclusively with 

danger from within the fellowship. False teachers were infiltrating the 

churches and turning many from the pure and sincere faith. 2 Peter is a 

sobering reminder that the Christian faith always seems merely one generation 

from extinction and thus underscores the necessity of personal discipleship in 

Jesus’ pass-it-on ministry.  

2 Peter is a very important book for today because it deals with the very 

issues confronting the church today: a lax lifestyle based on weak theology. 

Peter’s purpose for writing is threefold, conveniently broken into the three 

chapters. Chapter one is a strong exhortation to grow in knowing Jesus 

through Scripture so their calling will be certain. The essential antidote to 

error is always the true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ…not primarily 
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academic, but spiritual arising from a growing experience of Christ that 

transforms life (1:2, 3, 8; 2:20; 3:18). Chapter 2 is very similar to the Epistle 

of Jude and exposes the marked contrast between the character and teaching 

of the false teachers and true apostles. They deny the Lord, say that behavior 

does not matter (“freedom” was their catchword), and are destined for 

destruction. The last chapter emphasizes the certainty of Jesus’ Second 

Coming and stirs them up to pursue Jesus without wavering. Peter begins and 

ends his letter with “work hard” in following Christ (1:5 and 3:14), just what 

we need in this day of “New Age” thought and self-centered lifestyles. 

Read & Reflect 
Greetings – 1:1-2 

1. Work Hard To Deepen Intimacy With Jesus – 1:3-21 

A. Grow in experiencing Jesus and His sure promises – 1:3-4 

 

B. Give it your all to apply these to your daily lives – 1:5-11 

 

C. Pay close attention to God’s authoritative Word – 1:12-21 

 

2. Watch out For False Teachers – 2:1-22 

A. Warning of false teachers among them (summary)  – 2:1-3a 

 

B. The certainty of their judgment based on Scripture – 2:3b-10 

 

C. A horrific description of their teaching and character – 2:11-22 

 

3. Wait For Jesus’ Sure Coming With Holy Passion – 3:1-18 

A. Think wholesomely on the sure return of our Lord– 3:1-10 

 

B. Work hard, therefore, to live from your security in Christ – 3:11-18 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

Key Themes 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and then the articles 

on 1-2-3 John (536-537) and Gnosticism (393). New International Bible 

Dictionary. 

  Also read the paragraph on Gnosticism in The NIV Study Bible (p 1906). 

 Read 1-2-3 John two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Because the Word of life has broken into a dark world, Christians can be 

assured of salvation in Christ and enjoy fellowship with God and one another.  

Author, Date & Place 
Although none of these three short letters attributed to the Apostle John 

actually bear his name, their similarity with his Gospel, the internal evidence 

(eyewitness, 1:1-4; 4:14; his air of apostolic authority, 1:5; 4:6), and the 

external witness of early Christians all point to the Apostle John as the author. 

He wrote these three epistles towards the end of his life, probably from 

Ephesus between A.D. 85-95, after the Gospel and before Revelation. 

Background & Purpose 
John wrote three different styles of literature. As an evangelist he first wrote 

his Gospel so that we might believe in Jesus and enter into life. As a pastor he 

wrote 1, 2, and 3 John so that we might gain assurance of our life in Christ. As 

a prophet he lastly wrote Revelation to give us a fresh revelation of Jesus 

Christ and what He has done, is doing, and will do. John’s Gospel underscores 

faith, his epistles love, and Revelation hope. 

John was often called the Apostle of love because of the tender concern for 

other Christians seen in these letters (“my dear children”). This is quite a 

contrast from the description Jesus gave John and his brother, “Sons of 

Thunder” (Mark 3:17). John’s very character was transformed by the love of 

Jesus in its deepest recesses and he never could get over it (“How great is the 

love the Father has lavished on us!” 1 John 3:1)  

John’s style is direct and plain, friendly and fatherly. Yet there is such a 

depth, richness and vitality because the Father, Son and Spirit are his focus. 

His life reflects a deep experience of firsthand spiritual intimacy with God. 

John is contemplative and presents truths as they come by perception rather 

than merely by reasoned conclusion. John is also practical, and sees the 

confirmation of truth in our responding to and experiencing truth, rather than 

merely in our stating truth. Five ways we learn and experience truth according 

to John are by doing, by observing, by receiving, by the Holy Spirit and by the 

written Word of God (1 John 2:3, 2:18b-19, 3:16b, 4:13, 5:13). 
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Towards the end of John’s long life, tradition has him living in Ephesus. 

Counterfeit Christianity claiming to be the real deal was on the rise and it 

obscured the “main & plain” of the Good News and undercut essential 

Christian doctrines and behavior. Although John never names the heresy, we 

can deduce certain features from his defense of the Good News. This false 

teaching (an early forerunner of 2nd century Gnosticism, so called “secret 

knowledge”) taught that matter was essentially evil and spirit is essentially 

good. This dualism caused the false teachers to deny the Incarnation of Christ 

and the Resurrection and despise anything that has to do with a commitment 

to a moral life. The true God, they taught, could never indwell a material body 

of flesh and blood. Therefore, the human body that Jesus supposedly 

possessed was not real, but merely apparent. Since the evil human body was 

merely the envelope for the spirit within, moral sins also became irrelevant 

and so they had no sin. No wonder John calls them “false prophets,” 

“deceitful,” “children of the devil,” “liars” and “antichrists” (2:22; 2:26; 

3:10; 4:1; 4:3). John answered this error with indignation (3:7-8) and 

reminded them of the “main & plain” of the Good News…who Jesus is, what 

He has done, and our response to live righteously and to love one another.  

What are the genuine, irrefutable “marks” of an authentic disciple of Jesus? 

Both tough and tender, John was aggressive in setting forth the simple, but 

transforming truth of the Trinity in action in our lives (notice John’s use of 

“know”). The letter is characterized by a series of sharp contrasts (light/dark, 

love/hate, truth/lies, righteous works/evil works, life/death, Spirit/spirits, new 

birth/world) to communicate the diametric polarity between authentic eternal 

life and the false teaching. John’s purpose was to ferret out heresy and 

encourage a radical response to the personal reign of King Jesus in their lives. 

In three ever rising cycles (1:5-2:27, 2:28-4:6, 4:7-5:12), more in the Hebraic 

style than the linear western style of logic, John sets forth three tests or marks 

of true relationship with Jesus. Genuine Christians will demonstrate a way of 

life that grows in 1) willing obedience, 2) love for other Christians, and 3) 

faith in Jesus as God incarnate. It’s not enough to be able to speak “Christian-

ese” or give a lofty profession. Pastor John lovingly asks, “What does your 

life look like?” 

2 and 3 John: John’s two “postcards” reflect a vibrant, growing faith, but 

also give us snatches of the menaces in the early church. 2 and 3 John deal 

with certain people who have wrong views of Christ, especially demonstrated 

in the problem of the abuse of generous hospitality to travelling missionaries.  

Read & Reflect 
Prologue: The Incarnation Makes Life Possible– 1:1-4 

1. 1st Cycle of Assurance: Fellowship with God – 1:5-2:27 

A. Mark of obedience: confession, cleansing & obedience – 1:5-2:6 

 

 

B. Mark of brotherly love: loving brother = walking in light - 2:7-11 

 

 

C. Interlude on Christian growth and loving the world– 2:12-17 
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D. Mark of faith: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God – 2:18-27 

2. 2nd Cycle of Assurance: Born of God – 2:28-4:6 

A. Mark of obedience: doing right evidences sonship – 2:28-3:10 

 

 

B. Mark of brotherly love: we should love one another - 3:11-18 

 

 

C. Summary: assurance comes when the 3 marks intersect – 3:19-24 

 

 

D. Mark of faith: Jesus is the Christ come in the flesh – 4:1-6 

 

 

3. 3rd Cycle of Assurance: Life from God – 4:7-5:12 

A. 1st Mark of brotherly love: God so loved us – 4:7-12 

 

 

B. 1st Mark of faith: Spirit released testimony to Savior – 4:13-15 

 

 

C. 2nd Mark of brotherly love: rely on God’s love for us – 4: 16-21 

 

 

D. Mark of obedience: keep God’s commandments – 5:1-4a 

 

 

E. 2ndMark of faith: Jesus is the Son of God – 5:4b-12 

 

 

Epilogue: Five Resounding Christian Certainties - 5:13-21 

 

2 John 
Prologue – 1-3 

1. Walking in the Truth – 4-6 

 

2. Abiding in the Truth – 7-11 
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Epilogue – 12-13 
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3 John 
Prologue – 1 

1. Following the Way of Truth – 2-4 

 

2. Helping the Brethren – 5-8 

 

3. Rejecting Evil and Doing Good – 9-12 

 

Epilogue - 13 

 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Read Jude two times. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
Be strong in the faith and full of loving mercy towards others as you 

actively contend for the truth. 

Author, Date & Place 
The author identifies himself as “Jude…a brother of James.” The NT refers 

to five different people named Jude or Judas (another form of the Hebrew 

name Judah). Judas, the half-brother of our Lord, brother of James, the Just, 

pastor at Jerusalem (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3) seems to be the best choice. He 

describes himself by his brother’s name, not his father’s as is usual, indicating 

that his brother was well known to his recipients. 

Dating the letter is difficult and hinges on the close correlation between 

Jude 4-18 and 2 Peter 2. Jude knew Peter and they were fighting against the 

same foes. Is Jude dependent upon 2 Peter, 2 Peter on Jude, or both of them 

on a third document? If Jude was written before 2 Peter, it may have been as 

early as A.D. 65. If Jude was written after 2 Peter, it may have been as late as 

A.D. 80. But, for the same reasons mentioned under 2 Peter, there are no 

conclusive reasons to agree with modern critical scholars and assign to Jude a 

date in the 2nd century. 

Background & purpose 
Jude wanted to write a treatise on salvation, but the very basis of 

Christianity was in jeopardy! Prompted by God’s Spirit, instead he responded 

with a fiery call to defend the faith against the heretics who had wormed their 

way into the Christian community. Our spiritual communities are just as 

susceptible to disease as our physical bodies. So Jude diagnosis this early 

strain of the spiritual virus of Gnosticism invading the church, not the ascetic 

variety that Paul exposed in Colossians, but the antinomian strain (“against 

the law” or freedom from all restraints as their keynote). These false teachers 

denied the Lord of Glory and argued that salvation by grace alone gave them 

license to sin since their sins would no longer be held against them (4).  

Jude also prescribes the antidote for this spiritual malady. He begins and 

ends with a ringing affirmation of God’s sovereignty in keeping believers 

secure. Then he warns them not to merely avoid the heretical teaching, but to 

go on the offensive (without being offensive!) Actively fight against apostasy 

by building their lives on the foundation of the faith and clinging tightly to the 

love of God. 
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Read & Reflect 
Greeting  – 1-2 

1. Purpose Statement: Contend & Expose – 3-4 

 

2. Exposing the False Teachers in the Community – 5-16 

A. God’s pattern of punishing sin from the past (3 illustrations) – 5-7 

 

B. Their character and conduct (3 illustrations, 8-11 & 6 graphic 

metaphors, 12-13) – 8-13 

 

C. Their certain judgment (apocryphal quote) - 14-16 

 

3. Contending For the Faith – 17-23 

A. Remember Christ’s warning – 17-19 

 

B. Remain in God’s love – 20-21 

 

C. Rescue erring brothers – 22-23 

 

Doxology of Praise – 24-25 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 
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Assignment 
 First read the following paragraphs of introduction and one other 

introduction. 

 Optional: Read the three short articles on “Master Key” in Hayfords 

Bible Handbook, pp. 466, 467, and 469. 

 Read Revelation through at one sitting, rapidly to capture the big picture. 

 Write out one response under “My Response to His Revelation.”  

Central Message 
The revelation of Jesus Christ provides staying power in the midst of severe 

persecution because God Almighty reigns, Father, Son and Spirit.  

Author, Date & Place 
Strong internal evidence (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8) and some external evidence (early 

tradition) support the authorship of the Apostle John (although some critical 

scholars deny it). Although two periods of persecution are most often 

mentioned as a possible date (the latter part of Nero’s reign, A.D. 67-68 and 

the latter part of Domitian’s reign, A.D. 94-96), the later date is best. It gives 

time for the decline of the churches in chapters 2-3, represents the extreme 

persecution from Rome that’s assumed in the book. It’s also consistent with 

the early tradition that John was exiled to the island of Patmos by Domitian 

around A.D. 94 for his missionary activities, so perhaps sometime around 

A.D. 95-96.  

Background & Purpose 
As an evangelist John wrote his Gospel, as a pastor he wrote 1, 2, and 3 

John and as a prophet he wrote Revelation with its dramatic series of 

symbolic word pictures. It captures the awesomeness of the relational Triune 

God as our necessary focus in the midst of the intensification of the spiritual 

warfare cascading over the church. In John he reaches farther back into 

eternity than any other Bible writer does (John 1:1-3) and in Revelation he 

reaches farther into the future than any other Bible writer (Revelation 21-22). 

In order to live in this “time between the times,” draw simultaneously from 

Genesis 1 & 2 (bringing the Garden forward, our design) and Revelation 21 & 

22 (borrowing now from our sure future, our destiny), the bookends of time. 

Borrow from the tomorrow of Revelation 21 & 22 and also walk in the 

Garden of Genesis 1 & 2, drawing both from our destiny and our design. Just 

as the first book of the Bible, Genesis, provides the beginning of God’s 

purpose to create a people of His Presence, so the last book supplies the 

consummation of His plan for eternal friendship (cp. Genesis 3 with Rev. 

22:1-5 for amazing parallels!) 

These were perilous times for Christian believers. During Domitian’s reign 

they were crucified, burned alive, thrown to lions, and forced to kill one 
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another as gladiators because they would not confess “Caesar is Lord!” John 

wrote Revelation into this decaying and wicked age “to encourage Christians 

by giving them the long view. They may suffer now while Caesar pretends to 

be Lord, but ahead lies unimaginable glory when Jesus, the true Lord, comes 

in power. This kind of vision would give harassed Christians the strength to 

endure,” even if it costs them their lives (Student Serendipity Bible). This 

book provides an ancient/new worldview (or mental map), which gives 

believers an accurate perspective on history by showing that the Kingdom of 

God is eternal, and that it will ultimately be victorious over all the kingdoms 

of the world. Many of the creative interpretations of Revelation could be 

avoided simply by keeping the purpose of the letter clearly in the forefront. 

The 1st century Christians understood that the present age is evil and corrupt 

and will be destroyed so the pleasures of society were not as attractive to them 

as Jesus. The central turning point of future history is the coming Day of the 

Lord when Jesus will return again in power and glory to usher in the fullness 

of the Kingdom (our “living hope”). For the moment, however, God’s people 

live between the times of the 1st and 2nd coming of Jesus (the “already, but not 

yet” of the Kingdom of God). Christ’s ultimate victory was secured at the 

cross, but the victory will be realized in its finality at the Second Coming. We 

experience a foretaste of the coming age today, even while we still taste of 

this evil age. 

John’s readers were familiar with the style of literature he used 

(apocalyptic) because it flourished in the period between the testaments 

(Revelation is the only apocalyptic book in the NT, although Daniel, Ezekiel 

and Zechariah in the OT are also partially apocalyptic literature). Apocalyptic 

writing is normally characterized by 1) a focus on future events; 2) the 

expression of heavenly and spiritual realities through vivid visions containing 

symbolic images; 3) a portrayal of God’s people as suffering unjustly; and 4) 

God bursting through to intervene in the end, rescuing His people and righting 

all the wrongs. Since today we are unfamiliar with apocalyptic literature as a 

whole and also separated from John’s original audience by time, language, 

geography, and culture, many of these symbols are difficult for us to interpret. 

There are four major lenses through which Revelation has been interpreted. 

First, preterists (from a word meaning “past”) understand Revelation 

exclusively in terms of its 1st century setting of conflict between the church 

and Rome, casting the book in the form of visions to conceal its meaning from 

hostile pagans. They claim that these events have already taken place. Second, 

historicists contend that the book describes the panorama of the long chain of 

events from Patmos to the end of history. The symbolic forms can be 

identified with specific historical events in human history, ages or time 

periods of history. Third, futurists place most of the events after chapter 3 in 

the end times, based on 1:1 and 1:19. Different schools of thought vary 

depending on how much they place in the future. Fourth, spiritualists 

(idealists) treat Revelation as purely a dramatic picture of the conflict of good 

and evil that persists in every age. Exercise caution here because any style of 

interpretation that separates interpretation from the genuine (even if symbolic) 

realities of the occasion of the book are dangerous and questionable.  

Read Revelation with the assurance 1) that it had a real message for its own 

time; 2) that its lessons have been illustrated by the history of the church; and 

3) that it contains prophetical references to the future. Read so that this unique 

book of the end times can modify any system of the future you may possess. 

Fortunately, the great fundamental theological “truths of Revelation do not 

depend on adopting a particular point of view. They are available to anyone 

who will read the book for its overall message and resist the temptation to 

become overly enamored with the details” (The NIV Study Bible). 
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John records these visions in the chronological order in which he received 

them, not in historical order (for example, Jesus is born in chapter 12, exalted 

in chapter 5, and walking in the midst of His churches in chapter 1). The many 

long and complicated visions blend into one another, overlap at times, go back 

and start over, and pick out and expand details. Read them for what they are: 

visionary accounts of Reality that were given by God to portray profound 

spiritual and theological truths.  

I believe the key to the Book of Revelation is 1:3…we are blessed when we 

read these words and take to heart the overarching messages of the book. 

God’s blessing on Revelation is on reading (1:3). As we read rapidly through 

Revelation, the mountain peaks of God’s encouragement in the midst of trials 

will stand out as powerful beacon lights to enliven our responses. What are 

those certain mountaintop truths, shining beacons for our lives? 
 The relational, Triune God is awesome in His majesty. 

 The Lamb is worthy and will conquer since He is also the Lion. 

 Our Creator God is in control of “His-story.” 

 God’s Kingdom servant-warriors are protected now and will be victorious. 

 God will right all wrongs and reward His own at Christ’s 2nd coming. 

Even though Revelation is difficult to outline, a distinctive feature of this 

book is the frequent use of the number seven, the number of perfection (52 

times). The outline below is piecemealed together from several sources and 

revolves around series of sevens and John’s four-fold use of “in the Spirit” 

(1:10, 4:2, 17:3, and 21:10). Revelation begins with a majestic unveiling of 

the ascended Jesus walking among seven representative churches and 

concludes with seven new experiences of the consummation. “Yes, I am 

coming soon.” “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” 

Read & Reflect 
Prologue: The Return of Christ - 1:1-8 

 

1. Jesus Christ Champions the Church – 1:9-3:22 

A. Setting: Vision of Jesus Christ among the churches– 1:9-20 

B. The seven letters to selected churches in Asia Minor – 2:1-3:22 

 

2. Jesus Christ Controls History – 4:1-5:14 

A. Context: A vision of the throne – 4:1-11 

B. Context: The conquering Lion is the slain Lamb – 5:1-8:1 

A. The seven seals of disaster – 6:1-8:1 

B. The seven trumpets of judgment – 8:2-11:18 

C. The seven signs of the interlude – 11:19-15:4 

D. The seven bowls of plagues of God’s wrath – 15:5-16:21 

 

3. Jesus Christ Conquerors Evil – 17:1-21:8 

A. Setting: One of 7 angels carries John away to the desert – 17:1-3a 

B. 1st Movement: Mystery of the woman on a scarlet beast – 17:3a-18 

C. 2nd Movement: Seven voices describing fallen Babylon– 18:1-19:10 

D. 3rd Movement: Jesus crushes the kings at Armageddon – 19:11-21 
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E. 4th Movement: Satan temporarily bound for a 1,000 years – 20:1-3 

F. 5th Movement: Final state of the saints who resisted evil – 20:4-6 

G. 6th Movement: Satan in his permanent place of torment – 20:7-10 

H. 7th Movement: Great White Throne judgment for lost– 20:11-15 

 

4. Jesus Christ Consummates His Eden-plan – 21:1-22:6 

A. 1st - New heaven and new earth- 21:1 

B. 2nd - New Jerusalem prepared as a bride– 21:2-4 

C. 3rd - New order, everything made new – 21:5-8 

D. 4th - New bride of the Lamb with brilliant dimensions – 21:9-21 

E. 5th - New temple, God Almighty and the Lamb – 21:22 

F. 6th - New light, glory of God and the Lamb – 21:23-27 

G. 7th - New Genesis, restoration of God’s original Eden-plan – 22:1-5 

 

Epilogue: “Come Quickly, Lord Jesus” – 22:6-21 

A. Seven confirming witnesses – 22:6-17 

B. Final warning and assurance – 22:18-20 

C. Benediction - 22:21 

My Response to HIS Revelation 
 

 

 

 

Key Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Future Study 
“Deuteronomy 29:29 Bucket” 

 

 

 

 

 


