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Prologue from 2005 Publishing 

I had been a growing Christian for 25 years when I began writing Big 

God! Bold Design as an aid to those in my mentoring groups. Meditating 

upon and wrestling with these basic ideas in a loving community, 

however, has dramatically imprinted my life. God’s pursuit of me (that 

is, His determined, purposeful, unswerving initiative to first love me 

unconditionally in order to draw me into deeper relationship with 

Himself) has transformed my life. If no one were ever to read this book, 

it still would have been worth all the pain, sweat and time because of 

how my life has been shaped. I’ve divided these themes into three 

sections, but with one overriding theme, for easier assimilation because 

my passion is for us to do this, not just read it.  

My Personal Journey  
We often see circumstances not so much as they are, but as we are. 

Consequently, this book will reveal as much about me as about our 

tremendous Savior and His Good News. We all have our personal biases, 

our unique ways of looking at life and mission. I have mine that you will 

find scattered throughout. 

I'm married to a wonderful wife and ministry partner, Fran, through 

whom my life has been greatly enriched. After 32 years of marriage, it’s 

still getting sweeter. We have four children who love the Lord, walk with 

Him and experience His awesome presence. I could not have handpicked 

three sons-in-law and a daughter-in-law as wonderful as those God has 

given us. Our nine grandchildren1 can soak up all the love we are able to 

pour out. We are richly blessed with God’s favor.  

I was saved at 25 and don’t even want to imagine what my life 

would have been like without Jesus. All I can say is, Jesus has 

transformed me (although I’m still a work-in-process, a bundle of flaws!) 

I went off to a conservative, Bible-focused seminary three years later and 

began to pastor at the age of 33.  

After five years pastoring in Southern California, both Fran and I felt 

God's call to church-plant in Germany at the ripe old age of 38. Our local 

church and denominational mission board sent us and we experienced 



 Prologue / 5 

 

five years of fruitful ministry in Europe. We thought that church planting 

in Germany was our lifelong calling. Then God brought certain people 

across our paths who did not fit the ministry pattern we had learned. That 

inability to lead these hurting people into an intimate relationship with 

Jesus broke our hearts and drove us back to the Word of God to ask: 

“God, what have You promised in your Word for fruitful ministry that we 

have missed?”  

God answered our prayers in an unexpected manner, but in a way 

with which we are now thrilled. We returned to the States and began 

integrating the new with the old. We mixed together what we had already 

learned for 18 years about God, His Word, the Christian life, the church 

and ministry with what we were learning in new and fresh ways. This 

book is an outgrowth of integrating both sets of convictions, God’s Word 

and God’s Spirit. Big God! Bold Design also flows out of my passion for 

follow-up of new Christians and mentoring of spiritual coaches and 

disciple-makers. I have an unswerving conviction that we must begin 

with God and how He made His crown-jewel if we are ever to rightly 

understand Hid marvelous plan.  

Towards Spiritual Health and Vitality  
Discipleship is a broad term today. When I use it, I mean passing on 

to others the life of Jesus through the Holy Spirit in an intentional, 

relational, Bible-based way that is also reproducible. This kind of 

intentional discipleship and multiplication has been both a ministry focus 

and a passion for me from early in my Christian life. I thank God for 

many men who significantly impacted my life as I have watched, 

observed, listened, asked questions and followed their examples. As a 

result, my life has been devoted to influencing others through even more 

intentional relationships so they can in turn help others to do the same 

down to the third and fourth spiritual generations.  

By writing this book, I want to reach Christians in whom God is 

freshly stirring a desire to grow in their passion and obedience towards 

Christ. The ideas found in these chapters are foundational for every 

Christian—a primer for spiritual health and vitality. The chapters are 

fairly short and targeted. You will not find pat answers to all your 

questions. I use footnotes liberally…but I would suggest you use them in 

your second reading so as to not be diverted from the flow. Most are not 

essential to understanding the text, but amplify and broaden.  

You will also notice that I quote a lot of solid Christian writers. This 

is for two reasons. First, what I write is not simply my own ideas, but 
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have been taught in the church for years. It was important to me to make 

it accessible in one place. Second, when I was a young Christian and I 

enjoyed a book, I ransacked the footnotes to find books that had 

influenced the author. Then ordered those and discovered a whole other 

stream of wisdom. But you will, I trust, develop a grid to think from 

Scripture in order to hear personally from God and His Word. To use a 

familiar adage, I want to help you develop skills to fish, not just give you 

a fish. 

 Big God! Bold Design is a workshop-in-a-book, designed to escort 

you along this adventure of faith as active, involved learners, for mature 

and beginner alike. Over the years as I have personally and intentionally 

lent a hand to people of all ages in their spiritual journey, I normally go 

through a portion of Scripture plus a chapter in an outside book each 

week in the small group. Scripture is central to biblical discipleship and 

healthy growth, so I have suggested passages to read along and have 

given you some of my available resources in Freder’s Favorites. Please, 

though, use whatever Scripture God is currently impressing on you.  

I have also found that interacting with an author outside of the Bible 

text rapidly speeds up change. We tend to read Scripture with our own 

existing lens and often see only what we want to see. When I look over 

the shoulder of another Christian at the same Scripture, I often discover 

insights I wouldn’t have considered, a different view that bypasses my 

spiritual blinders and enables me to see more accurately. I have several 

dog-eared, underlined books that I use, including early drafts of Big God! 

Bold Design. This book is a time-tested tool with this style of Kingdom 

discipleship in mind.  

For maximum benefit, go through Big God! Bold Design with a few 

other Christians in a mentoring/discipleship group that is relational, 

biblical and intentional to put it into practice and to give it away to 

others. God changes us in the context of active responses in a 

transforming community with connected relationships centered around 

His Word. We need each other to live this out.  

But be careful as you read! Some of what I’m going to share with 

you in this book may seem to you inconvenient or even radically 

impossible! These concepts could be incendiary. Spiritual multiplication 

(not mere addition) is God’s simple plan to reach the world. My heart’s 

desire for this book is to help you, the active reader, to recapture the 

mystery of God and the dignity of humanity. My unabashed goal is that 

you will never look at your spiritual life entirely the same again.  

A final caution: Big God! Bold Design calls us to a life of radical 

apprenticeship to Jesus, to personally experience the Good and Generous 
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rule of our Great God. Life with the triune God (the “Community-God”, 

Father, Son and Spirit) at the center is life indeed! I long to live there 

constantly, but I don’t. I’m learning, though, to visit there more 

frequently and to linger there longer. Is this also your longing? Then I 

hope your copy becomes dog-eared and underlined like mine from 

constant use and response.  

My words cannot change anyone. So I’m praying that God’s favor 

and presence will infuse each page, turning mere words into spiritual 

life-change. I long that we might experience this wonderful God more 

deeply and give away freely what He has so freely and generously given 

to us. Give us “Eureka!” moments, Lord, “Ahas” when Your Reality 

strikes us where we live. Breathe on us afresh!  

© Jim Fredericks, August 2005  

Huntington Beach, California  

www.partnering247.com  

Update for 2016 
It’s been eleven years since the first printing. The major change is 

the formatting to accommodate reading these four weeks at a time. 

Although I have changed significantly in the last eleven years, I decided 

to let Big God! Bold Design stand mostly as written in 2005 with a few 

correction for typos and grammar, rather than a major revision. First, I 

found nothing major I would change, rejoicing that this has been a solid 

foundation on which to build these last years. Second, I am finishing a 

second book on more the community aspect of our life together. Third, 

each of you can best sharpen Big God! Bold Design by your own lives as 

you put into practice the insight that God is teaching you. So please 

rewrite this yourselves on your hearts and in your lives on this lifelong 

journey of adventure with our God, Father, Son and Spirit. 

http://www.partnering247.com/
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Getting the Most Out of It 

Some may be disappointed that I did not orient Big God! Bold 

Design more around my stories and anecdotes and how-to’s, as so many 

current Christian books. This is by design. I focus more on “why-to’s.” 

I’m not primarily a writer. I’m a coach, a mentor, a discipler, a trainer 

who writes for life-change. Life-change will not occur because of my 

clever analogies or fine use of the English language. Life-change occurs 

because of your hard work in partnering with the Spirit. In the last 

decades, a pop-Christian culture has been birthed that is more sizzle than 

substance. Feel-good has become more valued than intentional 

commitment. By design, Big God! Bold Design cuts sharply across these 

lines. Jesus was a revolutionary and I want to call us back to the fullness 

of His life and message.  

Active & Interactive Learning 
I want this material to be a catalyst for your personal discovery 

together with other hungry believers so we can all become a people of 

God’s presence. I feel compelled to lovingly challenge myself and others 

to mutual accountability and responsibility. This book is not for 

everyone. It’s only for those Christians serious about their walk with 

Jesus, a commitment that demands hard work, openness and patience. 

People learn best when they relate the new or different to their past 

experience. Spiritual growth is not, however, and has never been, simply 

about information. Knowledge inflates us like a hot-air balloon. 

Responding to the truth in the presence of the Spirit of God and others 

transforms knowledge and truth into experience when we are open for 

change.2 

I’m a linear thinker, but God has brought friends around who are 

visual learners. That’s why I peppered charts and diagrams throughout. If 

you are not a diagram person, fine. Read right past them. Since this is a 

workshop-in-a-book, I’ve scattered an assortment of learning activities 

throughout the text and listed additional helps at the end.  

The margins are for you to write out portions of your story. My 

stories might be helpful, but yours are life-transforming! This is a 

lifelong workshop-in-a-book. I left room for you to complete this book. 

It will take time and hard work. Change demands elbow-grease and shoe-

leather. Personalize it by writing your own comments in the margin, 

stories from your recent past or current insights into Scripture. Interact 
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with God in your heart and through notes in the margin. Journal as you 

read. “You are awesome, God!” “Right on.” “Can this be true? Give me 

wisdom.” “That is just like what you did last month, Jesus, when I was 

talking with…” “You know how I’m struggling here, Spirit of God. 

Help!”  

There are two basic ways to read any book. You can read it for what 

you want to get out of it. Or you can read it for what the author intends. 

The first way bypasses the heart of the writing. The second one enters 

into deepening relationship with the author.32 This is also true of the 

Author of the Bible. Have you asked yourself what God intends through 

His Word? God does not want to develop 3rd millennium scribes (mere 

experts in Scripture who know but do not do). God also does not want to 

develop people who chase experience or pay mere lip service to His 

Word. God’s heart is to raise up prophetic people who can accurately see 

His ways and relate them to 21st century life. A.W. Tozer writes:  

“Men of the breaking hearts had a quality about them not 

known to or understood by common men. They habitually 

spoke with spiritual authority. They had been in the presence 

of God and they reported what they saw there. They were 

prophets, not scribes, for the scribe tells us what he has read, 

and the prophet tells what he has seen. The distinction is not 

an imaginary one. Between the scribe who has read and the 

prophet who has seen there is a difference as wide as the sea. 

We are today overrun with orthodox scribes, but the prophets, 

where are they?”4 

One day towards the end of His life on earth, a scribe came to Jesus 

and tried to trip Him up. Jesus answered with a question, asking this 1st 

century scribe what he thought was important to God’s heart. The scribe 

gave a superb theological answer. Jesus complimented him for his 

answer, and pressed in. I sense that God wants to press in to our lives in 

the same manner. “That is wonderful that you know Scripture so well. 

Do that and you will live,” said the Master-Teacher.5 That is the simple 

prescription from the Word on how to grow spiritually: knowing, doing 

and then experiencing the truth. “Do that and you will experience a life 

of growing fullness, what your heart yearns for.”  

How can this book move you towards God’s purpose?  

You could read Big God! Bold Design for what you want to get out 

of it and find helpful tips for walking out the Christian life. The purpose 

of this author, however, is for you to know and do the Word so you may 

experience more intimacy with God. Evaluate your present 
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understanding and response to what God’s Word reveals. Then move on 

from there to conquer more ground. Be willing to take baby steps. As 

long as the arrow of your life is pointed in the right direction, you’ll 

make progress. As you pass on to others what God has taught you to put 

into practice from His Word, your stories will have a far greater impact 

than mine in bridging God’s truth to those you are discipling and 

mentoring. It’s a lifelong journey in Jesus’ School of Discipleship.  

Nurturing a Soil Conducive to Fruitful Increase 
Jesus Christ invaded my life shortly after I married a Kansas farm 

girl and moved to her small hometown. I was born and raised a city 

slicker, so the local wheat farmers naturally fascinated me. As I intently 

watched them, it dawned on me after a while. Farmers could not cause 

wheat to grow, no matter how good they might be. By plowing, 

fertilizing, and cultivating, farmers simply overcame some of the barriers 

to growth by either adding essential nutrients for growth, like water and 

minerals, or removing intrusive hindrances to growth, such as rocks, 

weeds and insects. Since the wheat-seed had life in itself, wheat sprouted 

when it was placed in the best environment to grow naturally. Life 

always reaches beyond itself to draw nourishment from its environment.  

This is the passion of my ministry, to help provide an environment 

conducive for the triune God to bring about growth. Because I’m a life 

coach/mentor, you will quickly discover that this is not a normal “book” 

to read, but a life-oriented workshop-in-a-book that will challenge and 

encourage you to read actively. Active reading means interacting and 

thinking with the text, asking and answering questions. Your active 

participation is more essential to the learning process than my writing 

style.  

I want to encourage you to master the art of asking questions because 

questions are a powerful way to stimulate thought. Questions unlock the 

doors to our inner motivations and dreams that no one may have ever 

been able to open before. That is why I intersperse questions in the text 

of the chapters that I hope causes you to stop, think and reflect. When I 

encourage you to “stop and reflect,” I have not written this for mere 

effect. Please study in a way that you not only learn truth, but so the truth 

can penetrate your life to challenge and transform. Dialog with this 

workshop-in-a-book.  

“You start a question and it’s like starting a stone. You sit 

quietly on the top of the hill; and away the stone goes, starting 

others.” — Robert Louis Stevenson  
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I would encourage you to read each chapter through twice. The first 

time read more rapidly, gaining a bird’s-eye view and quickly marking 

the paragraphs you want to mull over more carefully. The second time 

read more reflectively, majoring on those marked paragraphs, looking to 

answer how this truth connects with your life. Jot down personal stories 

and responses in the margins. Please take the time to do the hard work of 

personalizing what you have read.  

When I state, “What you have to add to this learning experience is 

more important to your growth than what I add,” I do not mean this as 

mere rhetoric or a false humility. The Spirit of God yearns to come 

alongside you and reveal to you this Big God who has created us with a 

Bold Design, partnering with Him in His worldwide crusade. Knowing 

and responding to this will produce in you the experience of growing 

intimacy with Him and a fruitful life with Him. I’m praying that your life 

will never be quite the same again! Are you willing to partner with Him?  



 

BOOK 1: God’s Initiating First-love 

The view that society (and often the church itself) has of Jesus and of 

His church is a far cry from what lies in God’s heart. After I had written 

these first four chapters, I began to realize that this dilemma often stems 

from a faulty model for thinking. Not so much what we think, but how 

we think. Many of us stumble in our first steps to follow Jesus because 

we solve problems by beginning with ourselves. My thoughts. My 

background. My opinions. My society. From this self-centered launching 

point, we Christians then look at Scripture. When we begin with 

ourselves, it’s no wonder that our understanding is always skewed. Why? 

Our fallen thinking is distorted and our solutions are, therefore, also 

faulty. God knows this. That’s why He tips us off when He reminds us,  

“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.’” (Isaiah 55:8-9).  

If we’re after what GOD thinks, it demands His launching place for 

our reflection, a launching point that adequately reflects our Trinitarian 

thinking (from the description of God as Trinity). Here’s a fourfold lens.1  

First, begin our reflection on every problem where God does, with 

Himself. “In the beginning God…” brings sharp perspective to all that 

follows. No explanation. No prior context. God simply begins His 

revelation by pointing to Himself. Begin with a big view of God as the 

good, great and generous God, the Three-in-One God who in their 

essence are all equally God. Scripture teaches us more about this main 

character in His drama of the ages, God Himself, because history is “His-

story” with His presence at the epicenter. Chapter one plumbs a 

thimbleful of the depths of the majesty of God as we focus on who He is, 

the good, great and generous God who exists as One in a relational 

community of three. Does that description of the Trinity fry your mental 

circuits? You’re not alone. Mine, too! David, the poet-king who was a 

man after God’s heart, and the great Apostle Paul expressed it this way:  

“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to 

attain” (Ps 139:6).  

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond 

tracing out!...For from him and through him and to him are all 

things. To him be the glory forever! Amen” (Rom. 11:33, 36).  
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Second, what light does God’s original design shed? After the first 

essential question, “What is God like?” then ask the second, “How does 

this God see me?” I only know of two places to discover this design 

without sin, Adam and Eve in Genesis 1 and 2 before the Fall and Jesus’ 

perfect life on earth. Saturate your thinking with God’s ideal since God 

made humanity in the image of this Community-God…and never 

changed His mind. Chapter two adds to this picture by describing God’s 

amazing original design for the crown-jewel of His creation and how 

God originally planned men and women to respond. As we grasp God’s 

design and align our lives with it, we will experience more of the “life to 

the full” that the New Testament promises. God intends for us to fulfill 

our destiny.  

Third, this world is not now how God originally designed it. We are 

“in-process” people living in a fallen world with an active enemy. 

Chapter three describes the Fall with its devastating and penetrating 

results. Satan tempted Eve and Adam in some of the same ways in which 

he tempts us today. You will think you are reading your daily newspaper 

as you read Genesis 3 and its resulting turmoil in Genesis 4 and 

following. Unless we understand something of our enemy’s wiles, he 

could capture us again today like a spider lures an unsuspecting insect 

into its web.  

Fourth, now look at the balance of Scripture, your experience, your 

unique and complex background, and society around you. God gives you 

God-assignments to bring His life and light and love into this lost world 

of people. Don’t begin here, but do end here as you solve problems or 

rethink your traditions and beliefs, beginning with our Triune God and 

His high view of redeemed humanity. Continuing this pattern of how to 

think, chapter four provides a panoramic survey of God’s plan to restore 

Eden-intimacy. “King of the Ages” takes the big picture approach, 

sketching out the Kingdom of God from Genesis to Revelation.  

Much of Christian society today misunderstands the Kingdom. Not 

King Jesus! The Kingdom of God is arguably one of the most important 

integrating truths in the Bible. This is God’s story line, the overarching 

idea that makes sense of the Bible as a whole and our lives as a whole. 

What God began in the book of beginnings in Genesis 1 and 2, He 

promises to bring to fulfillment in Revelation 21 and 22. He will reverse 

the evil that was gained by the Fall and will renew the good that was lost 

in the Fall in order to restore intimacy between Himself and His people. 

God’s heart has never conceded His Eden-purpose of perfect, deep 

intimacy with the crown-jewel of His creation. The good that God began 

in the beginning, He will bring to completion according to Revelation. 



 

 

1. Back to the Beginning 

Picture this. A terrific wife. Four energetic, lovable children. Eight-

year history of walking in a growing way with Jesus. I had everything 

going for me, right? Wrong! Just color me discouraged, disillusioned, 

confused and ready to quit my job. It felt like chalk scraping on a 

blackboard to read my Bible or pray. I did not even want to go to church, 

and I was the pastor!  

A small, struggling church in Southern California had called me to 

help turn around their congregation. I had graduated at the top of my 

class from a rock-solid Bible-teaching seminary. I had spent sixty hours 

each week for two years doing everything I was taught or knew to build 

the church. It was simply not growing. I was ready to quit the pastoral 

ministry altogether. This was not the beginning I expected!  

I contacted a wise pastor-mentor who offered me advice that has 

helped me countless times to keep from sinking my spiritual canoe in the 

storms of life. Genesis 1 lays a framework for understanding what he 

shared in that life-changing conversation—Reality that has steadied my 

life for over twenty years.1 

Genesis is “the book of beginnings” because God reveals many 

topics for the first time.2 Though the book of Genesis answers no 

questions fully and finally, it does answer countless questions 

fundamentally. God scatters “seed ideas” throughout the book of Genesis 

(a small acorn of truth, which has the potential within to become a 

mighty oak tree). The two major themes in the Bible, God and man, both 

have their source in Genesis 1 and 2, answering the two essential 

questions in big-picture fashion, “What’s God like? And “How does this 

God see me/us?”  

“Man, Meet God!” (Genesis 1:1-25)  
The Bible begins where each of our lives begin. Scripture simply 

points us to God Himself.  

In the beginning God created… (Genesis 1:1).  

No explanation. No description. No confusion. Just this God and the 

simple statement of His infinite Majesty as Creator!3  
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God first introduces us to Himself and to His divinely bathed and 

sovereignly penetrated universe. Everything flows from this living, 

personal God. All things work through Him and will ultimately return 

praise and honor to Him. This world is the theater of God’s splendor, 

alive with His life and presence. We skew our view of Reality when we 

begin our thinking or our doing from our own perspective, rather than 

from God’s. Nothing else makes sense of our short stay on earth.  

Many refer to the following verses as the “Creation Account.” Often 

they create controversy over secondary issues.4 I believe those 

controversies are the enemy’s ploy to blind us to the core, life-changing 

Realities God intends for us to massage deeply into our lives.  

Imagine walking through the woods on a beautiful spring day, 

brilliant flowers popping their heads up everywhere. Look around and 

marvel at the creativity and exquisite beauty. We may utter something 

like “Wow, what a wonderful creation.” God wants us to exclaim “Wow, 

what a wonderful Creator!”5 Genesis 1 is not so much about creation, 

but rather the Creator. God begins by giving us a glimpse into His own 

wonderful and fathomless character. What He creates flows from whom 

He is. The natural that we can see points to the Creator whom we cannot 

see.6  

First Six Days of the Universe  
Since God’s creation reveals His character, what can you learn about 

God’s character from this summary of the first six days of creation (or 

read the entire text in Genesis 1:3-25)? After you’ve read through these 

excerpts, please jot down in the margin any thoughts you discover about 

God’s character. Please take a few moments for this exercise to give God 

a chance to teach you personally before continuing. Active learning is 

crucial to becoming disciples. 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God 

saw that the light was good….—the first day. And God said, 

“Let there be an expanse between the waters”….And it was 

so….—the second day. And God said, “Let the water under the 

sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And 

it was so….And God said,…“let dry ground appear.” And it was 

so….And God saw that it was good….—the third day. And God 

said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate 

the day from the night”….And it was so….And God saw that it 

was good….—the fourth day. And God said, “Let the water 

teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
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across the expanse of the sky.” So God created…and God 

saw that it was good…—the fifth day. And God said, “Let the 

land produce living creatures according to their kinds”….And it 

was so. God made…And God saw that it was good [sixth day] 

(Genesis 1:3-25).  

His Goodness  
First, six different times Genesis states: “And God saw it was 

good.” Why do you suppose God repeated this refrain each day?  

God settles something essential about His character from the get-go. 

We need never doubt again. God is good (this includes His love, mercy, 

compassion, grace, kindness, goodness, tenderness, just to mention a few 

characteristics of His goodness). Everything God thinks or could think is 

good. God can only do good because He is good. Every good thing we 

have comes from the loving, gracious, caring hand of our Father. This 

describes our God! He is on our side, constantly looking to do us good.  

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 

shifting shadows (James 1:17, emphasis). 

Moses, one of God’s main men, was at a critical juncture in his life. 

He asked God to reveal Himself in a deeper and fuller way.7 The Lord 

responds, 

“I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you”  

(Exodus 33:19, emphasis).  

God’s goodness is a core part of His nature. Because God is good, 

He only does good, even when our opinion drastically differs. We can 

count on Him. Can you even imagine the impact this would have on our 

lives if we consistently aligned our thinking with the Reality that God 

always does good? What a change to our responses when hard times 

come across our paths. “I know that You are good, Lord, even in this.” 

I’m still working on this consistent faith-response in facing trials.  

One of God’s spokesmen, Jeremiah, wrote from life-threatening 

experiences, highlighting four different times that God delights in doing 

good for His people. God said:  

“They will be my people, and I will be their God. I will give them 

singleness of heart and action, so that they will always fear8 

me for their own good and the good of their children after 

them. I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will 
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never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear 

me, so that they will never turn away from me. I will rejoice in 

doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with 

all my heart and soul” (Jeremiah 32:38-41, emphasis).  

Did you catch that? It’s God’s heart-desire to do us good. He takes 

great pleasure in doing us good. Savor His goodness like a rendezvous 

with your favorite person. Why does God command His people to love 

Him radically and reverence Him deeply? It’s also for our good. Only 

such a good God could develop a plan so wonderful and freeing that it’s 

simultaneously best for both God and for us, win/win at its best.  

John Piper in his fabulous book, The Pleasures of God, underscores 

the value of constantly setting our affection on this Big God. The 

following phrase by Henry Scougal, a 17th century saint, shook his life to 

its foundations,  

“The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the 

object of its love.”  

What is the object of your love? What is the deep longing in your 

heart? What is the highest object of our love? Take a moment to reflect. 

We become more like whatever the object of our love is. 

What is the most worthy object of our love? There is none greater 

than God Himself. He is awesome. To “love ourselves” then is to do 

what is best for us, that is give our highest allegiance and passionate love 

to the most worthy object, God Himself. God as good Father is a major 

theme in Scripture. 

And God is never reluctant to do us good. How could He be? It’s 

impossible for God to do anything that is not good. Have you reflected 

deeply on this today? Goodness is an integral part of God’s nature and so 

permeates His every response. This theme of God as the Good Father of 

the forever Family of God is another major theme in Scripture. We will 

only reach towards our highest and best when we connect with this God, 

not with some caricature dressed in our own thoughts.  

Don’t allow anyone or anything to contradict this Reality. Saturate 

your heart in His freeing love. God is most honored and lifted up in us 

when we find our satisfaction and value in Him. Similarly, we are most 

free to pursue authentic life when we are captivated by His life.  

If you have any other thought that rushes into your mind when you 

think on God’s goodness and love, it comes from our mortal enemy. 

Perhaps, “that is not true,” or the more deceitful “that is true for the 
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pastor, but it’s not true for me in this circumstance.” God’s light exposes 

a spiritual fortress, so break its power and get free. 

His Greatness  
Second, we learn that God is prior to, and independent of all He 

creates. The true and living God speaks a free and sovereign command 

and it happens….each and evert day9 “And God said, ‘Let there be…and 

it was so.” He has the ability and power to bring anything and everything 

to pass that is consistent with His character. 

This suggests that God is great. He knows everything and can do 

anything. He is unlimited. The God of the Bible is the Sovereign King of 

the universe, Maker of all. He can do whatever He chooses, whenever He 

chooses, however He chooses. All creation is, therefore, dependent on 

God and will one day answer to His Creator.  

God as the Great King of His everlasting Kingdom is one of the 

major themes of the Bible. “Kingdom” in Scripture means God’s right to 

rule. The person of God Himself and the action of His will are the 

dynamic launching points for our individual lives. Everything that trusts 

God (whether by nature or by choice) obeys God and is within His 

Kingdom.  

Leave it to a children’s book to help us see how big our universe and 

its Creator are. In the book entitled Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing 

There Is? Robert Wells compares a size we can understand with one that 

blows our minds. Let me paraphrase.  

The largest animal on earth is the blue whale. Just the fin on the tail 

is bigger than most animals on earth.  

But a blue whale isn’t anywhere near as big as a mountain. If you put 

one hundred blue whales in a huge jar, you could put millions of whale-

jars inside a hollowed-out Mount Everest.  

But Mount Everest isn’t anywhere near as big as the earth. If you 

stacked one hundred Mount Everests on top of another, it would be like a 

whisker on the face of the earth.  

And the earth isn’t anywhere near as big as the sun. You could fit 

one million earths inside the sun.  

But the sun, which is only a medium-size star, isn’t anywhere near as 

big as the red super-giant star called Antares. Fifty million suns could fit 

inside Antares.  

But Antares isn’t anywhere near as big as the Milky Way galaxy. 

Billions of stars, including super-giants like Antares, as well as countless 

comets and asteroids, make up the Milky Way galaxy.  
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And even though billions of galaxies like the Milky Way fill the 

universe, the universe is almost entirely empty because the distance from 

one galaxy to another is beyond our imagination.  

Stop and think on this! The Creator of the universe is God Almighty 

who spoke all this into existence. This is astounding! No wonder He 

says: 

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” 

(Isaiah 55:9).  

This God has you on His heart. He deeply desires a spiritual 

relationship with you as His intimate ally.  

Scripture often paints God’s self-portrait in paradoxes (two 

seemingly contradictory truths).10 God lives in thick and impenetrable 

darkness, but also in unapproachable light.11 Both paradoxical images are 

true.  

Why do you think God paints His self-portrait like this?  

God expresses that He is incomprehensible. God is not beyond being 

known, but He is beyond being fully known. This draws the thoughtful 

Christian to embrace a theology of awe, wonder and mystery because the 

mystery of godliness is beyond our ability to fully know. God is infinite 

while we are finite. God is Creator while we are His creation. Since we 

can never completely understand all that He is, how should we respond?  

Praise and thank God for whom He is and what He has done! Then 

we bow down in awestruck wonder to worship and love what He has 

revealed of Himself. We must practice a “theology of awe & wonder,” 

like in Deuteronomy 29:29. Are we glad God is beyond our ability to 

fully understand? If we think we can fully know God, we are simply 

putting Him in our safe little box where we can use Him as we wish. 

That kind of God would be no greater than our thoughts?. 

Martin Lloyd Jones, an influential English pastor, brings us to the 

brink of intellectual overload when he writes,  

“This infinite, absolute, sublime, transcendent, glorious, 

majestic, mighty, everlasting being who is Spirit, who is truth, 

who dwells in light no one can approach, this God has been 

graciously pleased that you and I should know Him, that we 

should talk to Him and that we should worship Him. And He is 

prepared to listen to us, to meet with us, and receive our 

unworthy and poor worship, and our praise and adoration”  

(Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones).  



20 / Big God! Bold Design   

In short, God likes us!  

The Psalmist calls us to worship and points to God’s greatness in 

joyous, breathtaking words. We have only just embarked on a lifetime 

adventure of exploring the heights of the greatness of this Almighty 

Creator-King. We can all still begin to worship God right now with these 

words. Read them over slowly. Enjoy them more than once. Linger in 

awe over God’s greatness.  

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name 

forever and ever. Every day I will praise you and extol your 

name forever and ever. Great is the LORD and most worthy of 

praise; his greatness no one can fathom…. They will speak of 

the glorious splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on 

your wonderful works. They will tell of the power of your 

awesome works, and I will proclaim your great deeds…Your 

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion 

endures through all generations (Ps 145:1-6, 13, emphasis).  

What is the confluence of the river of God’s greatness and His 

goodness? God’s goodness yearns for the highest and best for His 

people. God’s greatness supplies all that we need. His generosity 

(theologians use the word grace) connects His unsurpassed greatness 

with His overflowing goodness.  

Some seem to view God as a kind of micro-manager because of His 

greatness and also because of our flawed leadership models. God is a 

great leader and gives us what we need to flourish. As spiritual “little 

children” in the beginning of our spiritual journey, we need more direct 

involvement because His values have not yet been deeply engrained in 

us. As we grow to become spiritual “young adults” and then “fathers”  

(1 John 2:12-14), His values are deepening. Like any good father, coach 

or leader, God gives us more space to grow. Leadership is not only about 

exercise of authority, but also restraint of authority to give others space 

for healthy growth. This is part of the dignity of humanity as image-

bearers (next chapter), although don’t think spiritual growth happens 

consistently over time. It has much more to do with our choices.  

So, if we believe we have grown beyond the “little children” stage 

and yet still believe God micro-manages every detail of our lives, I 

would suggest asking if we have missed something crucial. Yes, God 

speaks. Yes, His ideas are always best. And also God’s desire is to grow 

us to where His heart is our heart so we naturally tap into His presence 

and resources. Both/And. 
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His Generosity  
Third, notice the vastness and variety of His creation. And God 

seized the initiative to create. He was not pressured. No one twisted His 

arm. No one manipulated Him. This means that He freely and generously 

gives to bless others by filling them with His own life. It’s who He is, 

overflowing abundance. God found great pleasure in creating us, making 

us His Bride, His Family, and His Kingdom.  

Did you notice the sequence of God’s creation out of the chaos, 

emptiness and darkness in Genesis 1:2? First God formed; then He filled. 

He always does, still today.  

Chaos, emptiness, and darkness are the prevailing personal problems 

in our world today. Genesis is the book of beginnings. How God first 

dealt with chaos and emptiness in Genesis 1 is the same way He deals 

with it in our lives today. God takes the initiative to first form what we 

need and then to fill it with His presence. May I gently ask what needs to 

be formed or filled in your life spiritually? Our God is in the business of 

both forming and filling. He never leaves anything undone.12  

God 

forms 

Day 1:  

Light 

Day 2:  

Water 

Day 3:  

Land & Vegetation 

God 

fills 

Day 4: 

Stars & planets 

for the sky 

Day 5: 

Sea creatures 

for the water 

Day 6: 

Animals & humanity 

for the land 

God gives; we receive. God is the initiator; we are responders. 

Beginning our thinking with ourselves on any problem or theme (even 

when we quickly move to focus on God) guarantees a yo-yo life 

spiritually. Love, peace, stability, and fullness of life all begin and finish 

with God. Every good thing between is also from God. The Apostle Paul 

succinctly summarizes the Christian life for us.  

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him 

be the glory forever! Amen. (Romans 11:36).  

God planned it this way from the start. He is the personal, living God 

who exists as a Trinity,13 a community of other-centered persons fully 

abandoned to each other. He acts and blesses because that is who He is. 

He holds nothing back. He is the generous Wellspring, Originator, and 

Giver of every good thing. This God can have a startling impact on our 

lives when we respond to His initiative. He surprises us with His 

unbridled pleasure to give us the highest and best. The heart of this 

Triune God is generous because He is Community. He delights to give 
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His worth-affirming love. Profusely! He takes pleasure in giving what 

removes our fear. Always!  

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased 

to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).  

David’s Box Buster  
King David, the man after God’s heart, shatters our neat little God 

compartments in Psalm 139 as he reveals God as unlimited in His 

knowledge, His presence, and His power. David then takes this belief 

about God and relates it to everyday life. What a splendid model for us to 

imitate as we study Scripture personally. Please open your Bible now to 

Psalm 139 so we can examine it more closely together:  

1. God is all-knowing (verses 1-7). King David begins by describing 

God as knowing everything. “O God, you not only know my daily 

activities, but even the hidden thoughts driving them. Even before I 

speak, you know what I’m about to say. You lay your protective hand on 

me and use this knowledge to go before me to guide me and behind me to 

protect me.” How does David respond to such a God? “You are so 

awesome, you blow me away!” “And at times I want to run and hide!” 

2. God is always-present (verses 8-12). David then goes on to list 

the remotest places he can imagine. He concludes that even in these 

extreme places God’s caring hand will guide him and His strong right 

hand will protect Him. Darkness and light are the same to God because 

He sees everything. God’s initiating, protecting, caring presence is 

available everywhere.  

“A spiritual kingdom lies all about us, enclosing us, embracing 

us, altogether within reach of our inner selves, waiting for us to 

recognize it. God Himself is here waiting our response to His 

presence. This eternal world will come alive to us the moment 

we begin to reckon upon its reality.”14 

3. God is all-powerful (verses 13-16). Finally, David could have 

pulled out the telescope (if they had one in that day) to gaze at the 

majestic mountains and the Milky Way to reveal God’s limitless power. 

Instead he takes a microscopic view that points us to the miracle and 

wonder of reproduction, illustrating that God can do anything and 

everything.  

God is all-powerful. No “easy” or “hard” act exists for God because 

nothing ever diminishes His power. The psalmist sketches out the 
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intricacy and wonder of a baby growing in his mother’s womb with all 

his days already written in God’s book before they come to pass. Our 

mental circuits fry. How could our limited reasoning ability comprehend 

this? David, the man after God’s own heart, responds in the only way he 

can.  

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well (Psalm 139:14).  

David worships! He praises and thanks God as he meditates on the 

marvel and wonder of the human being that God created. This one thing 

he knows: God created him as a being far beyond his own ability to 

understand. Oh, what value and potential lies within each of us.15 This 

awareness echoes God’s creation-design in Genesis 1, and should also be 

our response. David goes on,  

How precious to me are your thoughts [“towards me,” marginal 

reading], O God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count 

them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I 

awake, I am still with you (Psalm 139:17-18).  

David moves on from worship to wonder as he begins to ponder on 

this God and His choice to set His loving thoughts on David (“his 

thoughts towards me” from the marginal reading and the NLT). David 

tells us to go to the seashore and pick up a handful of sand. Count the 

grains as they slowly slip through your fingers. Then multiply that 

number by every handful of sand on that beach and by every beach in the 

entire world. This represents the number of love-thoughts God bombards 

you with. God’s presence is always with us. He constantly pours out His 

loving, caring, affirming, accepting, and understanding thoughts towards 

me and they “outnumber the grains of sand.” WOW! This good, great 

and generous God is the One whose love keeps on pursuing us.  

After He created man and woman, God surveyed His entire creation 

and pronounced it “very good.” He means it. There was not even one 

design flaw. Then this Community-God rested from all the work of 

creating.16 Of course, this is the rest of achievement, not the rest of 

weariness. The seventh day rest invites us into collaborative 

companionship with our Creator-God.17 We come to know and enjoy 

Him and all His provision as we actively rest in the satisfaction of all He 

is. Then we go out to partner with Him in His God-assignments by 

passing it along to others. This is God’s original Eden-intent then, and 

still is His plan for our lives in the 3rd millennium.  
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Theology Intersects Life  
I experienced the impact of these Big God concepts through a pastor-

friend over twenty years ago when I was ready to quit my first struggling 

pastorate. “In times like this,” Pastor Ashman wisely counseled me, 

“hold firmly to two aspects of God’s character. God is good, loves you 

deeply and has the best for you;” God is also great and can do 

anything.”  

In hard times, if we only consider God’s goodness, we could deny 

His greatness. Suppose we feel like life is dumping on us, and we’re also 

convinced of God’s goodness and love. We may falsely assume that God 

must not be able to help. He would surely relieve us from this pressure if 

He could, right? Did you notice how partial truth skews our logic?  

On the other hand, if we were to focus only on God as all-powerful 

and able to do anything and everything, we may falsely assume that God 

does not care, blame God and maybe even get angry with Him.18 

Hold fast with one hand to His goodness (God is willing) and with 

the other hand to His greatness (God is able). Then we can weather the 

inevitable storms of life as we walk with Jesus. We tenaciously 

persevere, knowing that at this time a loving, caring God knows what is 

good for us. He will bring us through this in His timing, at just the right 

instant.  
 This avoids the pitfall of denial (“It’s not really so bad.”)  
 Of a victim/martyr spirit (“I always get the short end.”)  
 Of discouragement/depression (“What’s the use of trying.”)  
 Of blame-shifting to God often resulting in anger (“Why are You 

doing this to me, God?!”). 
 And it avoids the pitfall of passivity leading to disengagement 

(“Well, there’s nothing I can do anyway.”)  

This is wise counsel that has served me well, especially when we add 

how generously and lavishly God provides, bombarding us with life-

releasing thoughts and actions “outnumbering the grains of sand.” He is 

never a miser or stingy with His gifts. Should we be satisfied with any 

less than the fullness of this Reality?  

Watch out, though! The enemy will continue to counterattack right 

here by trying to deceive us about God’s goodness and generosity.19 

James, a 1st century leader and half-brother of Jesus, warns us about the 

enemy’s deception regarding God’s goodness when he writes this about 

our fabulous Father:  

Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
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heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows 

(James 1:16-17, emphasis).  

J. I. Packer, one of the foremost Christian thinkers of our time, 

writes,  

“…realizing our moment-by-moment dependence on God the 

Creator for our existence makes it appropriate to live lives of 

devotion, commitment, gratitude, and loyalty toward him, and 

scandalous not to. Godliness starts here, with God the 

sovereign Creator as the first focus of our thoughts.”20  

From start to finish, the Bible helps us answer the first essential 

question: “What is God like?” Scripture paints the portrait of a personal 

and relational God (the good Father and great King and generous 

Groom) who loves and cares for those He created. He continues to seize 

the initiative. He actively involves Himself in His God-breathed and 

God–permeated world. It’s a heathen idea to think of God in a remote 

way as just out there or the Man upstairs. Such a god is not the God 

revealed in the Bible, but one of our own limited imaginations.  

“Left to ourselves we tend immediately to reduce God to 

manageable terms. We want to get Him to a place where we 

can use Him, or at least know where He is when we need Him. 

We want a God we can in some measure control.”21 

That’s not the God of the Bible. Please pause and take a quick pop 

quiz for me. What is your initial response when you read the following 

verse?  

The Lord does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on 

the earth, in the seas and all their depths. (Ps 135:6).  

“What a self-centered God!” or “It’s frightening to have one Person 

with all that power!” or “What wonderfully comforting words!” Your 

answer goes a long way to bring to light how you really view God. The 

psalmist, captivated by the breathtaking beauty of this awesome God, 

begins with joy:  

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad (Psalm 97:1a).  

An accurate view of God releases amazing joy. And how we view 

God will determine how well we walk out this Christian life. Does the 

God we picture in our minds so delight in us that it’s a great relief to 

know He is in charge? Or do we have some lingering thoughts of God as 

some celestial egotist or heavenly cop waiting to catch us doing 
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something wrong? We must begin with God as our focus, and not 

ourselves or our background. The more accurate that picture of God is in 

our mind, the more quickly we rush into His presence and believe that 

His heart also longs for relationship with us.  

The God revealed in Scripture is both fierce and friendly. He’s 

involved. He did not set the world in motion and then remain at a 

distance from it, unable to intervene. God actively holds in existence the 

world and everything in it: the atom and the molecule, the stars and the 

galaxies, circumstances and our every breath. We would cease to live if 

God ever withdrew His hand. This creative power is dynamically at work 

in and through His people. It’s the basis for our excited response to His 

life-releasing initiative.  

After exhausting language to describe God’s marvelous Being, the 

Bible then repeatedly shatters any lingering boxes. God is so much 

greater than all that we can imagine. For instance, after a breathtaking 

description of God’s profuse provision and freeing love for His people, 

Paul writes:  

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all 

that we ask or think, according to the power that works within 

us (Ephesians 3:20, NASB translation).  

Students of God’s Word have examined all Scripture and determined 

that God takes the first step in actively restoring intimacy with His 

people. God is a “missional God.” In other words, from Genesis to 

Revelation, it’s impossible to imagine the God revealed in the Bible 

separate from His passionate mission to reach His wayward world with 

the saving life of His Son, Jesus.  

What is the Father doing right now in your life? God is always 

actively involved in His creation, constantly present, able to do 

“exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask imagine.” Do we believe 

that God intends us good? Always? Do we have eyes to see what He is 

doing in us and around us?  

Now What? 
Imagine the awe and wonder that first-time explorers of some 

uninhabited land must have felt when they first set foot on this 

unexplored territory. The astronomer who first gazes at some far-flung 

galaxy is breathless with rapture at the sights before him. But what are 

continents or galaxies compared to the most exciting lifelong adventure 

imaginable? Coming to know this unlimited God personally and then 
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continuing to grow in our relationship with Him as partners is the most 

inspiring experience that we could ever have. How do you personally 

answer the first essential question? “What’s God like?” 

This good, great and generous God designed us in the most 

incredible way and for the most exciting task imaginable. What does this 

mean in a practical way?  

First, God not only can care, but He does care about you. God is 

good. He cares about my chaos, my darkness, my confusion and my 

pressure. He cares about yours, too. He loves us intensely and intimately 

and always has our best interests at heart, even when we are blinded. 

This may sound strange to our ears because we often think more about 

our duty than God’s delight and design.  

God has created us so our genuine best interest and His desires for us 

always coincide. ALWAYS! There’s no conflict of interests. God is on 

our side. ALWAYS! God is lovable—an infinitely radiant, happy, 

friendly, attractive, accessible, and thoroughly competent Being. This 

Big God is filled with pleasure, love, and delight in His heart for His 

people. ALWAYS!  

Is that so hard to believe? Listen to Zephaniah as he talks about 

God’s heart toward His people with this 5-fold chain of His presence:  

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will 

take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will 

rejoice over you with singing (Zephaniah 3:17).  

Do you believe what Zephaniah reveals through inspiration of the 

Spirit? Chew on Zephaniah 3:17 a while until your heart glows with its 

revelation. Intimacy. Provision. He is mighty to save you. He will 

provide you with everything necessary for life with Him. He delights in 

you. His love can be so tangible that it will quiet all your fears. God 

enjoys you so much that He bursts out in song when He thinks His more-

than-the-sands-of-the-sea thoughts about you.  

Destroy those other portraits of God in the gallery of your mind. This 

is the real deal! After all, isn’t this the kind of person you would like to 

hang out with?22  

Second, there is nothing at all in our lives too large or too small for 

God to care about. Are you going through a time of chaos, darkness, 

confusion or crushing pressure? God is great. He is God Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth. History is His-story since He is in charge. 

God wants to form and fill your life. He can do anything.  

“For nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).  
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There is nothing so small or insignificant that God is not personally 

involved in it. The God who can do anything and everything has each 

hair on our head numbered. As you showered this morning, God could 

have said: “Down the drain with your hair number 35,394 through 

36,106!” He cares about the smallest details of our lives.  

Why are we often afraid? Our view of this Big God is so small. We 

think, “My problem is too small to take to God. He has more important 

matters to concern Himself with besides me.” Or “My problem is too 

complex for Him.” But responding to God’s perfect, life-releasing love 

casts out fear. Our heavenly Father longs to be intimately active in every 

area of our lives, no matter how insignificant we may think it is.  

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 

will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And 

even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be 

afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows”  

(Matthew 10:29-31, emphasis).  

God is infinite (unlimited) in every area. That means that every 

single person in the entire world could bring every one of his or her 

crushing problems to God simultaneously and God would not even break 

a sweat. Wow! Our Big God is able. There is nothing He cannot do. If 

we are going to continue to grow in our love for Him, this is 

foundational, but not all.  

Finally, here is more great news! God also passionately longs to 

spend time with you…personally. Since this Big God is also generous, 

He always takes the initiative toward you. He takes the first step, and the 

second and third and fourth. God’s passionate pursuit, His determined, 

purposeful, unswerving initiative to love us intimately no matter what, 

gives our lives meaning and unimagined value. God is extravagant 

towards us, constantly wooing us into a deeper relationship with Him. 

His nature is to initiate and to give abundantly. He simply wants us to 

respond with trust and obedience.  

As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, 

and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”…“I will be 

a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,” says 

the Lord Almighty (2 Corinthians 6:16b, 18).  

A.W. Tozer states,  

“There is scarcely an error in teaching or in our practical walk 

with Christ that is not ultimately traceable back to an immature 

or improper view of God.”23 
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Believe Him as you wrestle with this first essential questions: “What 

is God like?” God is so wonderful that we can scarcely believe Him 

when He promises us so much. Begin your life-focus where the Bible 

does, with the Creator of the universe who is great, good and generous, 

existing as a relational community of three Servant-Leaders committed 

to loving you.  

Please go back and read this chapter again. Savor it. Frame your 

entire life with His freeing presence. This is God’s Eden-design. Where 

does God want to shatter your limiting boxes about God?  

Prayer 
“Great! Good! Generous! What a great King, good Father and 

generous Groom You are! The awe and wonder we have when we ponder 

You! There is none like You. We bow down in before You in gratefulness 

that you made us worthy in Christ. You take us by the hand and lift us up 

in Jesus to enter Your throne room. Thanks for seizing the initiative so 

we can enjoy intimate relationship together. Amen.”  

Simplicity Beyond Complexity 

(Key Takeaways) 
1. God is good. Everything God thinks or could think is good. God 

can only do good because He is Good. He delights in doing good for His 

people, including you and so is actively involved in all His creation.  

2. God is great. He knows everything and can do anything. He is the 

Sovereign King of the universe and does whatever He chooses, whenever 

He chooses, however He chooses.  

3. God is generous. Beginning in Genesis, and continuing forever, 

God seizes the initiative amid chaos, emptiness, and darkness, first to 

form and then to fill.  

4. It will take a lifetime, and more, to fill these words up to the brim 

with their loftiest meaning and experience of this Triune God. “After we 

search Scripture for a lifetime, Lord, and respond in quick obedience of 

faith to Your revelation, Oh God, we have just begun. We have no more 

exhausted the fullness of Your excellence than a thimbleful of water 

dipped from the Pacific Ocean would exhaust its fullness.” 

Do S-T-U-D-Y on Genesis 124 



 

 

2. God’s Amazing Design 

A seminary professor used to listen to one sermon from every 

student after they graduated. From that one sermon, he could predict with 

uncanny accuracy whether the well-trained seminarian would be a 

fruitful pastor or not. A curious student asked the professor about this. 

“I listen for just one thing,” replied the professor. “Is his message 

characterized by big problems and a small God? Or does he preach a 

Big God who generously takes the initiative to pour out His life to His 

children, especially in tough times? The Big-Godders will succeed in life 

and ministry.”  

When we base our lives on Genesis 1, we will become “Big 

Godders” who experience the presence of this Great King and Good 

Father. In this chapter we want to look together at God’s incredible 

design, as He breathed in His own life to create man.  

The Makeup of Man  
Why is it important to know God’s bold design?  

If you permit me to oversimplify a bit, many people today seem to be 

motivated primarily by delight. “I do this because it’s exciting” “If it’s 

not something that feels good or I enjoy, then I won’t consistently do it.” 

Duty as a motivation (“I do this because I must”) gets a bad rap in 

society today, but it’s a healthy, powerful life motivator. If duty is our 

only motivation, however, what a wearisome life we would live. Delight 

gives color and vigor to our lives. But for God’s people, what happens 

when you don’t feel like partnering with God? What if there is little 

excitement towards what you are currently called to do? How can you 

persevere in God’s pathway when the current trials crash down? I’m 

convinced that the most enduring motivation is design (“I do this 

because it’s how God designed me”). Design perfects both delight and 

duty as motivations. We will never experience all God has for us until we 

get in touch with God’s original Eden-design.1  

So, how did God design us? I believe with all my heart and mind that 

God’s design, as sketched in Genesis 1 and 2, is still God’s purpose for 

us as new creations in Christ. The more this truth grips my own heart as a 
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primary motivation, the more it catapults me into a deeper and richer 

relationship with God. God’s Eden-purpose has never changed, and it 

will be finally and fully completed in the end. As we come to understand 

why and how God created men and women, we can walk more 

confidently in the fullness and satisfaction of what God has prepared for 

us. It’s a lifelong journey, but it begins with our first step of faith and 

grows with each obedient response to God. What a bold choice for an 

unlimited God to use us to partner with Him.  

By the way, who are you? If someone asked me, I might answer, 

“Jim Fredericks.” No, that is my name. Who are you? “Oh, I’m a 

pastor.” No, that is what I do. I could describe my upbringing or my 

physical appearance, but that is also not who I am. We have so little 

understanding of who we are because every day we live in a marred and 

distorted world. We are not who God originally designed us to be, at 

least not fully, not yet. In order to sharpen our focus, we must return to 

God’s original design before sin entered God’s perfect creation.  

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness” (Genesis 1:26, cp. also 1:27).  

Scholars have written volumes of books seeking to unravel the 

mystery of God’s image. The best and simplest description states: 

“Image includes everything needed to experience an intimate 

relationship with our personal, Creator God.”2  

Why did God create? Certainly not because He lacked anything in 

Himself.3  

Some have suggested that the Father, Son and Spirit were so satisfied 

and delighted with their joy-filled relationship with each other as 

personal Beings living in community before time began that they decided 

to “go public” by creating humanity. In other words, God created the 

human race in His image to populate the world with men and women like 

Jesus. Why? So He could give more of Himself away and enjoy the same 

loving relationship with them as He does with His Son. God’s heart is to 

bless His image-bearers and to multiply His love through them. This bold 

choice brings Him great pleasure, delight and satisfaction because giving 

is at the core of His generous Being.  

Not a bad explanation! If this is true (and I believe it is!), then God’s 

generosity moved His greatness and goodness to create community 

beings like Himself. God descended to meet mankind to enjoy and 

celebrate life, love and light with them. God created the crown-jewel of 

His creation like Himself, as an individual living in community in deep, 

intimate and mutually fulfilling ways.4 
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Belonging: Secure Relationships  
First, God created people for belonging. God said let “us make man 

in our image,” designing us for relationship like Him. The Triune God 

(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) enjoy an eternal, perfect, and self-giving 

relationship with one another, before time, now and forever. God 

designed us in this image. We will never become lit’l gods, although we 

are like Him as no other created being, uniquely reflecting important 

aspects of God. This Community-of-Three fashioned us as His friend for 

intimate relationship, to be an object of His love, to be free to choose and 

love Him back. Reality begins here. Something deep within us longs for 

intimacy and community because God made us in the image of perfect 

intimacy, the first basic community, or “primal group.”5 

Adam knew God, not sexually of course, but in the intimacy of a 

close, personal relationship like that in a healthy marriage. Knowledge in 

the Bible is always relational, not primarily intellectual, as our culture 

normally practices it. When God formed us in His image, He formed us 

with a sense of “belongingness” so we are intimately related with God 

like no other created being. Authentic, full-orbed love is always freely 

reciprocated, like the mutual abandonment of the Trinity to each other.6  

In the microscopic account of creation in Genesis 2, God forms 

Adam from the dust of the ground. Form is a personal, hands-on word. 

God then breathed His own life into Adam’s nostrils, filling Adam with 

God’s own life. Adam became a unique, living being.7 Imagine the 

intimacy in that face-to-face encounter that brought Adam life. What 

God forms, He always fills. This creation snapshot reveals the lasting 

relational intimacy that God longs to experience with each man and 

woman. Through an active dependence, abandoning ourselves to the 

Lord, we can enjoy an intimate, authentic, satisfying connection with 

Him. That is God’s amazing design. God keeps on taking the initiative so 

everything essential to experience purposeful, meaningful, overflowing, 

energizing life comes through relationship with Him.  

I call this essential relationship, first relating intimately with the 

Triune God. God also extended the community when He introduced 

Adam to another dimension of belonging by creating Eve, his wonderful 

counterpart. I call this primary relationship. I want to say this reverently, 

but clearly. Mankind was incomplete with God alone. Interdependent 

relationship with others is at the core of how God created mankind.  

The Lord Himself said, “It is not good for man to be alone” 

(Genesis 2:18).8  
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True human life is life together—meaningful, open, shared, authentic 

community with one another. Community is not just something we strive 

for, it’s fundamentally who we are. Men and women can only be fully 

satisfied, however, when God Himself first fills that God sized place 

(essential relationship) so we can then pass-it-on to others (primary 

relationship). The order of intimacy is crucial. Receive from God and 

pass-it-along.  

Mission: Significant Purpose  
Second, our Maker and King also created us for significant purpose. 

We partner with Him as His co-regents, reigning with His blessing and 

authority, wisdom and power (“let them rule over”). When we create in 

our private or work lives, we align ourselves with His creative design. 

We actually join with God in His own ongoing creation in the world 

(Genesis 2:15). This is part of the dignity of humanity. God is Trinity, a 

community of three Servant-Leaders, who rested from His work. We are 

also created in this image to give and serve.  

“…and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 

the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the 

creatures that move along the ground”  

(Genesis 1:26, cp. also 1:28).  

The image and likeness is dynamic in that we become God’s active 

representatives on earth, partnering with Him in His plans. Humanity has 

the God-given responsibility to explore, subdue, and take part in the 

creation, like a king appointing administrators over his dominion. As His 

vice-regents, God assigned us to reign in life over all living things on 

earth, but not independently. Partnering with God in His enterprise flows 

from intimacy with Him and leads to deeper relationship. God wants us 

to know the joy of tending His world for His pleasure. He fully equips us 

for this task of influencing others for good in His Kingdom by delegating 

His own Kingdom authority and power to fulfill this call.9  

When I was twenty-five, I not only questioned God’s existence, but I 

simultaneously experienced a deep, nagging need for significant purpose. 

I sought something in my life that was worth springing out of bed for. I 

longed for something with meaning to pour my life into. Although I was 

blind to it this, my hunger for significance was a simple extension of the 

creative impulse of God who designed me for purpose. A loving God 

designed us this way to influence people around us, just as surely as an 

eagle is designed to fly.  
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But to what sort of influence or leadership does He call us? It’s not 

authority for our sakes, but for His sake (it’s His planet!) and for others. 

In short, it is servant-leadership that releases the highest and best in 

others. Listen to the plans this Good Father has for you to experience and 

pass along.  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11).  

This powerful purpose is also a plan that is for our best. We can only 

tap into His authority, however, through a conscious, personal 

relationship of interactive responsibility with Him. That means God acts 

with us and through us so we can reign. God’s Eden-intent is that He 

Himself will be our constant companion in loving and serving others.  

By partnering with Him in His creative enterprise of life on earth, we 

will then experience and radiate His presence to others. In responding 

like this, we grow. God’s simple plan is receive and give away…in that 

order. God calls us to be channels and not reservoirs. Since there is no 

poverty mentality with God, we have no excuse to hoard.  

In fact, we only keep what we give away. We get from God in order 

to give His life away to others. As we do, we 

experience His life and love in a fuller way and 

get more of His life to give so we can 

experience life in its deepest mysteries. We get 

to give to get to give. Then we are fully alive as 

human beings, settled into the worth/value He 

has given us and fulfilling the destiny for which 

we were formed, which means serving others out of His abundant, 

profuse fullness.10  

God first tells us His intent in creating humanity in verse 26. He 

makes men and women with a sense of belonging (intimacy) and purpose 

(impact and influence). Then He acts to bring it about and commands 

mankind (created male and female) to rule with Him in verses 27-28. 

Sandwiched between these two verses are three compelling words:  

God blessed them (Genesis 1:28).  

What does this imply?  

I’ve wrestled with this idea for years and I’m still pondering it. 

Genesis deals with beginnings—like an acorn compared with a majestic, 

full-grown oak. Read on for my take on what it means (at least for now) 

based on the rest of Scripture. But one thing strikes me as clear and 
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crucial. God’s heart is always to bless us. He created us as a people to be 

blessed.  

Affirmation: Sincere Acceptance  
Third, God designed us to be blessed or affirmed in an honest and 

authentic manner, expressing unconditional acceptance. The idea of 

blessing throughout Scripture includes communicating the unimaginable 

worth of those made in God’s image and likeness. It’s an honest, genuine 

expression of high value and a purposeful future. In a real sense, 

affirmation releases God’s life-giving power to carry out His calling, and 

brings God’s Father-heart great pleasure.11  

Let’s unpack this more carefully.  

Affirmation, or a blessing, is something verbalized to others. For 

instance, a person can experience genuine belonging and significant 

purpose in his life, and yet not receive regular affirmation. Why? 

Because the people around him or her may have not yet learned to 

communicate affirmation openly. Genuine affirmation is not hidden, but 

declared verbally to the person. In a sense, it’s the lubricant that allows 

belonging and purpose to operate together smoothly.  

Affirmation is also always authentic and honest, never underhanded 

manipulation, flattery or mere positive thinking.12 It encourages, but it’s 

much more than encouragement. It includes acceptance, but goes way 

beyond it. God has something very special for each of us and we have 

this knowledge inside, causing us not to be satisfied with anything less.  

Affirmation embraces what the Father is already working in and through 

a person or what He will in the future, and calls it out. Affirmation does 

not create, but sees and calls out what God has already placed within. It 

celebrates the infinitely unique differences within humanity, highly 

valuing a person’s potential as a one-of-a-kind treasure. Affirmation 

communicates, “I’m on your side, my friend. I believe in you and want to 

help you to reach for God’s highest and best for you.”  

Affirmation, however, involves more than words, but also implies 

the inward ability to fulfill it. One man calls affirmation “an empowered 

promise with a purpose.”13 I think he’s right. Affirmation does not just 

give a promise. It actually releases desire, vision, and the ability to fulfill 

that promise, similar to God speaking the universe into existence and 

breathing into Adam to release life.14  

Do you feel a bit overwhelmed? Please don’t. Every New Testament 

command includes the tacit promise of God’s resources to fulfill in 

partnership with Him and thus receive the accompanying blessing. God 
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accepts each of us where we are and so yearns to bless His people that 

He provides all that’s needed to fulfill this calling.15  

For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to 

his good purpose (Philippians 2:13).  

The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it  

(1 Thessalonians 5:24b). 

How can this be?  

Genuine affirmation repeats something that God has already spoken 

into you, even if you are unaware of it. Words of affirmation echo what 

the Spirit has already whispered deep in your heart. When we embrace 

genuine words of affirmation, we connect with an inner resonance that 

responds, “YES!” As a result, affirmation does not create, but rather 

releases and calls out what is already there. Ask God often, “Show me 

what You are doing in the hearts and lives of those around me so I may 

encourage and release it.” 

For a graphic illustration, look at the baptism of Jesus at the outset of 

His ministry…before He had done anything. Because of a deep, 

satisfying relationship (“You are my son, whom I love”), the Father gives 

Jesus this ringing declaration of affirmation,  

“…with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22).  

The Father is well pleased with their intimacy and also with the 

ministry potential that Jesus will fulfill (both belonging and purpose). 

How could the Father be so sure of Jesus’ effective future ministry? The 

prior verse states that the Spirit descended on Jesus, implying that Jesus 

was empowered to fulfill all to which the Father had called Him, just like 

us. When God calls, He empowers. That’s the divine design established 

here in Genesis.16 That’s affirmation, an empowered promise with a 

purpose.  

One Limit  
Genesis 2 further paints a picture of God’s creative generosity by 

describing a well-watered garden with a vast array of marvelously 

fruitful trees, all for Adam and Eve’s provision. I wonder if we can 

picture in our mind’s eye the beauty and lush vastness that surpasses the 

most expansive tropical foliage imaginable. That’s God’s nature… 

generous abundance.  

In the Garden of Eden, two unique trees stood in the center, the tree 

of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God gave Adam 
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and Eve incredible freedom in the Garden as His co-regents “You are 

free to eat…”), with just one limit to keep humans from overstepping 

their proper domain. God designed this limit to release responsible 

freedom and to develop self-discipline. This also carried with it sure and 

dire consequences for disobedience.  

And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 

from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 

will surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17, emphasis).  

Have you ever wondered why God placed the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil in the Garden? To hurt us?  

Certainly not!! Never! What a ghastly thought! 

This Big God delights in His people and yearns for their best. He 

provided this one boundary that freed Adam and Eve to embrace any 

and every other possibility, including the Tree of Life. God freed them to 

focus on what He called them to do: love God and others. I believe God 

was proclaiming our only pathway of fulfillment and freedom. “I’m 

Designer, not you! Yes, I created you perfect. But I created you to trust 

perfectly in Me to supply all your needs and to respond with obedience 

that displays your loyalty. Through dependence on Me you will live in 

the wonderful harmony and freedom for which I’ve created you.”  

Since we are created in God’s image, our lifelong and joyful 

obligation to Him includes an instant and lifelong duty to love God with 

every power of body, mind, soul and spirit, to obey Him perfectly, and to 

worship Him acceptably. But the choice is ours. We face the same choice 

today as Adam and Eve did in the Garden: “Which tree at the center of 

the Garden will we eat from?” That’s how much God values our love 

offered to Him without coercion.  

Both space and boundaries are necessary to experience authentic 

freedom. Unfortunately society as a whole usually looks at prohibitions 

as negative and limiting. But think with me. Which is more limiting, a 

prohibition (“don’t do”) or a command (“do”)? A command insists that 

we do the one thing that is commanded. A prohibition opens all other 

possibilities, excluding only the one prohibition. We often think of 

prohibitions as a fence limiting our freedom (“I can’t do that!”) Here is 

another perspective. God drew a small fence around the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil to protect us from harm and to invite us to 

eat freely of all the other trees, including the tree of life. God’s 

prohibitions redirect towards what is freeing and life-releasing. God is 

about abundance.  
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In effect, God was saying, “Adam, you have nearly unlimited 

freedom to eat from any tree, including the tree of life. Since I love you 

so deeply, I’ve given you my protective counsel to keep you from eating 

from the only tree that will harm you. You are free to make your choice. 

You are not, however, free to choose the consequences that will result 

from your choice.” Grasping God’s bold design can be revolutionary.   

Second Look  
Besides our physical needs, God designed us with three basic 

needs— belonging, purpose, and affirmation. Because God is so Good, 

He also designed us with deep inner longings to impel us to meet each 

basic need as we embrace and celebrate His life, primarily from Him and 

secondarily from outside.  

Have you ever been tumbled upside down by a powerful ocean wave 

so you wondered if you could surface in time to breathe? God designed 

us to live only minutes without air so we naturally long for the air we 

need to live. When we are thrown to the ocean floor, this longing drives 

us to sacrifice everything else to claw to the surface. Anything for one 

more breath!  

Have you ever been tired to the point of exhaustion? Or parched so 

nothing else mattered but a drink of cool water? Physical longings are a 

vital part of life. God has also created the same deep thirst in our lives to 

satisfy the inner spiritual needs of belonging, purpose, and affirmation.  

Why?  

So we will abandon all else, fleeing to Him to satisfy these needs. 

That is His Generous Goodness! How have you and I cooperated with 

Him this week by rushing into His presence to find satisfaction for 

belonging, purpose, and affirmation? Please be specific because action is 

a necessary part of God’s plan to transform us. I see three categories of 

longings that have been helpful for me, which I modified from Dr. 

Crabb’s writing.  

1. Core Needs: Dr. Larry Crabb, a well-known Christian 

psychologist, writes,  

“We were designed to live in relationship with Someone 

unfailingly strong and lovingly involved who enables us to fulfill 

the important jobs He assigns.”17  

Without belonging (satisfying intimacy) or purpose (significant 

impact), life is profoundly empty because God designed us with these 

essential needs.  
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“Nothing can fill that hollow core except what we were built to 

experience. Not imperfect friends, not impressive work, not 

excitement, not pleasure. Nothing can satisfy our [core] 

longings except the relationship that only God offers.”18 

Only God Himself can satisfy core needs. If anything else is at the 

center-core of our lives, the throne room of our lives, it’s a cheap 

counterfeit. Jesus is like a fountain overflowing to flood every area of 

our lives with His presence and provision. Since we have core needs, it 

also follows that we have non-core desires.  

2. Critical Desires: The best in life always involves deep 

relationships.19 These are important for an enjoyable life. Core needs are 

met directly by God; critical and casual desires indirectly through others. 

Through an unbroken relationship with God, He satisfied these longings 

in Adam and Eve indirectly through their relationship with one another 

and through the influence they had on the world around them and their 

surrounding had on them.  

What are some of these critical desires? The longing to be loved and 

respected by others, the hope that your children will remain close to you 

and live responsible lives, the longing for close friends who are there 

when you need them, a yearning to be understood and accepted as you 

are. All these are critical desires in the sense that I’m using the phrase. 

Dr. Crabb states,  

“I think of critical [desires] as the legitimate and important 

desires for quality relationships that add immeasurably to the 

enjoyment of living.”20  

3. Casual desires: These include every other desire we experience, 

ranging from the trivial (“I hope it doesn’t rain”) to the important (“I 

want a good report from my grandson’s cancer doctor”). Casual desires 

also involve appetites that may feel acutely meaningful. Dr. Crabb goes 

on. 

“If the longing does not centrally involve what can be supplied 

only through another person’s giving of himself, then I choose 

to call the longing casual.”21  

God’s purpose is that humankind receives from Him and then freely 

gives away what God has graciously provided. This is God’s incredibly 

simple design and plan for humanity, then, now, and forever. God’s 

heartbeat is for us to receive from Him and to give it away to others for 

His sake. Only as we freely pass on the life of God, life with an eternal 

quality, do we experience life as it was meant to be experienced. God 
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designed us to be “otherly.” As we serve others without expecting 

anything in return, God meets our needs, either directly from Him or 

indirectly through other people. This builds community because God 

created us to be interdependent in the highest sense of the word. We need 

one another to fulfill God’s best for us.  

Synthesis  
God-given needs for belonging, purpose and affirmation can only be 

met through God living in me, stirring within a longing for community 

with Him and with others. Each human being possesses unimaginable 

value and worth because we are stamped with the Designer’s name. This 

is His bold design, fulfilling His Eden-purpose for relational intimacy 

with the crown-jewel of His creation.  

God also designed humanity as a physical being to live in 

community with a world of useful and pleasant things around for the 

support and delight of God’s crown-jewel. Note the physical provision in 

Genesis 1:29-30. These were things, things which…  

“…were made for man’s use, but they were meant always to 

be external to the man and subservient to him. In the deep 

heart of the man was a shrine where none but God was worthy 

to come. Within him was God; without, a thousand gifts which 

God had showered upon him.”22  

Please don’t confuse the Giver with the gifts. An interdependent, 

renewing relationship with God at the epicenter of life abundantly 

provides for our needs and bountifully sustains us. Larry Crabb captures 

how God fulfills the desires He creates. Since He has designed us as 

physical beings with a need for belonging, purpose, and affirmation, 

there is no deeper longing in a person than for an intimate relationship 

with Someone who  

“…delights in us, someone with resources we lack who has no 

greater joy than giving to us, someone who respects us 

enough to require us to use everything we receive for the good 

of others, and because he has given it to us, knows we have 

something to give.”23  

God oozes with joy for us. A.W. Tozer reflects,  

“God is so vastly wonderful, so utterly and completely delightful 

that He can, without anything other than Himself, meet and 

overflow the deepest demands of our total nature, mysterious 
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and deep as that nature is. Men whose hearts break with love 

for the Godhead are those who have been in the presence of 

God and have looked with opened eye upon the majesty of 

Deity.”24  

God delights to satisfy His children out of the abundance of all that 

He is and all that He does. He is generous. He sustains needs by releasing 

His unmatched wealth on our behalf. God smiles down on His children 

like a father holding his only child in his arms.  

“[This] longing to connect defines our dignity as human beings 

and our destiny as image-bearers.”25 

This was God’s plan from the beginning…and still is. Could we even 

imagine that God had changed His mind? I’m asking myself when the 

last time was that I gazed quietly, with expectant eyes, upon the mystery 

of Deity and on His bold design of His image-bearers. He longs for 

deepening intimacy.  

God’s Crown-Jewel  
The crown-jewel of His creation is man and woman, image-bearers 

of God. After creating everything else, God pauses in Genesis 1:22 

before He speaks over them. After creating the rest of the universe, God 

says six times, “It was good.” After creating mankind (male and female), 

God adds the emphatic, “It was very good” in 1:31. Never confuse the 

difference in God’s heart between “good” and “very good.” God did not 

create Eve primarily for Adam’s pleasure. She is the completion of the 

“very good” creation, bringing completeness to Adam. 

All the other animals…fish, birds and plants…reproduce “after their 

kind.” God makes mankind in His image and likeness to reproduce this 

image. We are like God as no other creative being is.  

Genesis 1:1-2:3 is the telescopic version of creation—the big picture. 

Starting with verse 2:4, God gives us a second, microscopic, look at the 

crowning touch of His creation—humanity. We are unique! One-of-a-

kind! God made us special and singular because we are the only part of 

creation to receive the “breath of life.” We became a living being by the 

direct in-breathing of the life of God, God’s own life, triune life with an 

eternal quality, that is, eternal life.  

The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being (Genesis 2:7).  



42 / Big God! Bold Design   

Allow me to stress this point again: We are unique, special. We have 

unimaginable value because God created us for personal and immediate 

relationship with Him through His intimate “breath of life.” We proceed 

from God’s own heart and are always on His heart. God designed 

humanity to be compatible with Him and He passionately pursues us to 

restore life-releasing intimacy.26 His Eden-purpose is to lift us up into 

loving community with the “Community-God” (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit) and with one another, but never to be little gods. That is 

foolishness!  

We are dust mingled with the divinity of God-breathed life. What a 

complex paradox, this humanity.27 Humanity is mortal, frail, and utterly 

dependent on God. Only in this light can we begin to grasp how 

unmerited our position is as part of the most intimate community in the 

universe and as co-regents with this Big God. How monstrous the desire 

to control and take God’s place. This brief verse in Genesis 2:7 reveals 

both our loftiness as human beings and our littleness compared with God 

(check out Psalm 8). Don’t jettison one side of this paradox to avoid the 

tension. J. I. Packer summarizes it this way: 

“That God made man in his own image, so that humans are 

like God as no other earthly creatures are, tells us that the 

special dignity of being human is that, as humans, we may 

reflect and reproduce at our own creaturely level the holy ways 

of God, and thus act as his direct representatives on earth. 

This is what humans are made to do, and in one sense we are 

human only to the extent that we are doing it.”28  

Doing flows naturally from being. According to Packer’s definition, 

how human have you been this week?  

Simply put, between people and this Big God there is immediateness 

of relationship because of His bold design. A person also only finds 

himself and realizes the true meaning of his own life as he or she is filled 

with God’s love and life. When we participate in God’s eternal-life, He 

transforms us with a delight to obey Him with unquestioning loyalty and 

place our unswerving confidence in this Great King and Good Father, 

who always takes the initiative. Trust and obey. There is no other way to 

fulfill this Big God’s expansive calling on our lives. Each of us are a 

one-of- a-kind treasure and have a special place in our Father’s heart as 

we pass on to others what He has freely given us.  

In a real sense, the rest of the Bible fleshes out the skeleton we have 

just sketched. Let’s stop and take a long, thankful look at our awesome 

God. As you read through the following chapters, don’t be afraid to stop. 
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Pray. Worship. Ask the Lord for clarity. God is a living Person who 

wants to interact with you over what is Real.  

Now What? 
This is God’s universe and He is still here. This good, great and 

generous God is for us. He actively involves Himself in the events of our 

lives. However, unless we recognize this lovely and magnificent Person 

involved in the various events and mysteries of our daily lives, He will 

remain only something to be admired and even worshipped at a distance. 

In order to experience the full and joyous love of God, we must view our 

lives within the framework of His unqualified goodness, greatness and 

generosity. He is here. He delights in you. He is for you. He is on your 

side. In every situation.  

Take any other photo you have previously hung in your mind about 

God and crumple it up. That picture is 21st century idolatry similar to 

Aaron molding the golden calf for the Israelites to worship.29 Destroy the 

negatives. The closer our mental picture of God is to Reality, the more 

quickly we will grow. This is where the battle begins, in our minds to 

know God better.30  

God created us to live in a relationship with Someone on the throne 

of our lives who is powerful and loving and whose personal involvement 

with us enables us to fulfill the important assignments He gives us. For 

God’s children wholeness begins here. It’s His life, an eternal quality of 

life. Do we realize in the depths of our being that there are no legitimate 

longings in our heart that are beyond the power and intention of Jesus to 

satisfy? Realign your spiritual compass to experience the daily presence 

of God, God’s promise and our provision.  

Jesus Christ, God’s divine Son, meets our deepest longings for 

belonging, purpose and affirmation, just as a grapevine provides the 

essential nutrients for a branch intimately connected with the vine.31 

Bountiful fruit comes when we abide in the Source, the Wellspring, God 

Himself indwelling the throne room of our lives. So our confidence is 

never in ourselves, but in His incredible presence and desire to do us 

good.  

Here is a principle for spiritual growth worth memorizing and one 

that is also 180 degrees opposite of what you will learn from society. 

Jesus is speaking of relationships—loving rather than judging, forgiving 

rather than condemning.  

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 



44 / Big God! Bold Design   

your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 

you” (Luke 6:38).  

The Trinitarian secret of abundance from our Team-of-Three is 

giving away, not grasping tightly. There is no shortage or poverty on 

God’s side. The measure we use in giving away to others (whether 

generous or stingy) is the same measure God will use in giving back to 

us. Do you feel inadequate? Do you feel lonely and unloved by others? 

Give away the little teaspoon-full of love you feel you may have. God 

will give back to you through others an overflowing teaspoon-full of 

love, or a tablespoon. Give the tablespoon away and He will give back a 

cup, then a bucket until you cannot contain the river of His love and 

power. Receive from Him to get to give to get to give…and so on.  

This is God’s simple, but amazing and bold design! Oh sure, it takes 

time and patience. He will fulfill His promise, though, because this 

accurately describes the giving and loving Father we serve. Growth and 

healing happen as we act to pass on His mercy and grace, rather than 

focusing on our own inadequacy.  

In which arena of your life today do you feel a personal lack? Where 

do you feel inadequate? How do you feel weak? Take what you have in 

Christ and deliberately give it away to someone for Christ’s sake. Risk. 

Test God. He means what He says! His strength is made complete in 

weak people like us. God has pledged His own character to continue to 

work this out until He comes back to snatch you to be with Him for all 

eternity.  

This was God’s original plan in the Garden, and I’m convinced it’s 

also His continuing plan through Christ. Do you agree? Really? The 

heartbeat of God is, and always has been, receive and radiate. Jesus is the 

Light of the world, but we are also little lights who receive our light from 

Him in order to radiate His life to others.32 

Simple, isn’t it?  

So, what happened to destroy that pristine perfection Adam and Eve 

possessed in Genesis 1 and 2? Why were we led away from the 

simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ?33 And just as importantly, is 

there hope of restoration, because I long to know God intimately like 

this? We will study this carefully in the next chapter.  

Prayer 
“Oh Lord God, You’ve created me so my only hope for meaning and 

satisfaction lies in relationship with You. What an incredible love and 

desire for relationship Your creative plan reveals. Expose and smash any 
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of my 21st century idols that I’ve drawn in my mind. I want to love You 

more intimately because You first loved me. Amen.”  

Simplicity Beyond Complexity 

(Key Takeaways)   
1. Our deepest needs, now and for eternity, can only be properly met 

through a close, dependent relationship with this Trinitarian God, one 

God in three persons. He designed us for eternity and we can only be 

satisfied as we draw our resources for life from the God who spans 

eternity past and eternity future.  

2. God’s incredibly bold design for humanity with its transcendent 

potential includes everything needed for an intimate, growing 

relationship with Him. Included in this is an inborn need for belonging, 

purpose and affirmation, essentially from God Himself, but also through 

people since God designed us for community with others like ourselves.  

3. God created people with a deep thirst to satisfy our inner spiritual 

needs. Why? So we will abandon all else, fleeing to Him for satisfaction 

for our core needs for intimacy, impact and acceptance. Don’t confuse 

core needs with critical or casual desires.  

4. As the crown-jewel of God’s creation, He designed us to receive 

everything from Him and then to give His life back to God and away to 

others. That is God’s simple game plan for refreshment and change: 

receive from God so we can give to get to give to get to give… 

Do S-T-U-D-Y on Genesis 234 



 

 

3. What’s Gone Wrong 

Eden was what most everyone looks for today: a great place to live, 

intimacy with the perfect mate, good things to occupy our time, 

value/worth from a significant person, and a job that fits our makeup. 

Bliss. Unclouded relationships. Happiness. Security. Freedom. 

Significance. Purpose. Affirmation. Satisfaction. A carefree 

environment. Nakedness without a shred of shame.1 Paradise on earth!  

Yet today our world bears little resemblance to Eden. We wonder 

who we are. What we do doesn’t appear to make much difference. What 

we enjoy seems unattainable or fragile. We become frustrated, frantic, 

despairing.  

What has gone wrong?  

A pilot was practicing high-speed training maneuvers in a jet fighter. 

As the pilot turned the controls for a steep ascent, it crashed. The 

resulting investigation showed the pilot had been flying upside down 

without even knowing it. He had had a distorted view of Reality. 

Because he thought down was up, the plane crashed while performing a 

routine maneuver.2 

What is an accurate account of Reality?  

Genesis 1 paints a portrait of a Big God. As we emphasized 

previously, He is big in the sense that He is a good, great, and generous 

God who is filled with delight and pleasure at being with His people. We 

are on His heart. He is happy, friendly, and always does the right thing. 

God designed us for spiritual and emotional intimacy with Him, 

significant purpose by partnering with Him, and with a genuine need for 

honest affirmation and acceptance. God always has our best interests at 

heart. He created us so our best coincides with His plans and purposes, 

and we grow as we give His life away freely to others.  

This is Reality, God’s Eden-purpose.  

What follows is also Reality. Spiritually, we are all disoriented. We 

are flying upside down. We crash while going through the routine 

maneuvers of life because every last one of us has the wrong perspective 

on life—some more, some less. Our concept of this Big God and His 

bold Eden-design and purpose is skewed.  
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How did we arrive where we are now when we started so well? And 

more importantly, how do we get back? Let’s look at Genesis 3 together, 

the saddest piece of literature ever written.  

Baiting the Hook  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 

the Lord God had made. He said to the woman…  

(Genesis 3:1a).  

Genesis 3 points out just one characteristic of the serpent: He is 

crafty, that is, deceptive, tricky, underhanded, manipulative, and not 

straightforward. Other portions of Scripture identify this talking serpent 

as Satan himself, the dragon and roaring lion, who still cunningly 

deceives to lead our minds away from a simplicity and devotion to 

Christ.3  

From the outset, the battle lines are drawn around the one protective 

prohibition God gave the man and woman. How did humankind respond 

to the one, simple boundary God set up in Genesis 2:16-17?  

And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 

from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 

will surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)  

“Will you believe God or the enemy?” Will you go rogue and decide 

for yourself what is right and wrong, define what is proper and 

improper? “Or will you trust God and express confidence in His wisdom 

and goodness, greatness and generosity through obedience?” Here are 

four subtle, yet devastating, steps towards sin.  

Step 1: Deception  
Deception is a rotten lie at the core coated on the outside with a 

semblance of truth, like a barbed fishhook covered by alluring bait. It’s 

Satan’s style, yesterday, today, and tomorrow. The serpent said to the 

woman,  

“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?’” (Genesis 3:1b).  

No, actually God did not really say this. He provided vast freedom 

from which to choose (“you are free to eat from any…”).4 God begins 

with His generous bounty. Then He gives one specific, protective 
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prohibition (not from the one, specific tree, the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil). Satan reports vast prohibitions (“not eat from any tree in 

the garden…”) while ignoring God’s profuse provision. He subtly 

undermines the goodness and generosity of God by taking a semblance 

of reality and masking it with his crafty deceit.  

The battle still rages today as Satan subtly twists truth: “Did God 

really say…?”5 Do you hear this voice, even through Christians at time 

limiting God’s generous bounty? Watch out! This is still the devil’s 

modus operandi.6  

Step 2: Debate  
Please pay close attention to what follows because this is the same 

game plan the enemy of our souls uses today to trap us. He does it 

because it still works. Since God said it was not good for man to be 

alone,7 the enemy approached Eve in isolation from God and from 

others. Nothing has changed. He still attacks us in our aloneness, both 

our physical and emotional aloneness.  

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the 

trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit 

from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must 

not touch it, or you will die’” (Genesis 3:2-3).  

The next step in the enemy’s ploy is to coax us to debate with him in 

isolation from God and each other, just as Eve did. Since Eve did not 

immediately rush back to God-provided leadership for protection (God 

and her husband) when she first experienced this attack, Reality became 

distorted as she debated with the skilled serpent.  

First, Eve diminished her God-given freedom (she focused on the 

one limit rather than her vast freedom). Then she added to the limit (God 

did not say “don’t touch”). Finally, Eve minimized the certain, but 

negative consequences (God said, “you will surely die”). Satan uses the 

same exact ploy with us.  

May I give you a tip that has helped me? Wherever the enemy 

attacks, counterattack with the opposite.  

What is the opposite of the deceit that ensnared Eve?  

Major on the full privileges God has provided in Christ. Don’t 

diminish them just because it’s hard to believe God can be so good. 

Believe God when He lays down protective limits for your benefit. Don’t 

chafe against them. Don’t question God when He tells you ahead of time 

of the outcome for disobedience. He always means what He says.  
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Satan crafted his words to give Eve the impression that God was 

restrictive and oppressive. The inference is that life would be more 

meaningful and satisfying if she only had unrestricted access to the world 

around her, even if it meant disconnecting from God. God was not 

enough for her. Mark it down! You will never win a debate with this 

crafty foe. When he comes knocking on your door to discuss, send Jesus 

to answer. He is our Advocate, our Lawyer, and He is good at what He 

does.8  

Step 3: Denial  
Deception. Debate.  

And now the serpent directly denies the truthfulness of God’s Word 

with a frontal attack, calling God a liar.  

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman 

(Genesis 3:4).  

God said, “You will surely die.” The serpent said, “You will not 

surely die.” Eve experienced spiritual warfare here, just like we do—the 

battle for control of her mind. Will we choose to trust God and believe 

His good and unfailing Word? Or will we follow the enemy and his 

deceit? Who is the final authority in our lives today? Spiritual warfare is 

fought on the battleground of “Who’s boss?”  

Step 4: Defaming  
Consider the following verse. Are Satan’s words true or false?  

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” 

(Genesis 3:5).  

Totally true…on the surface! Yet the words are full-on deceit. 

Compare it with God’s statement in Genesis 3:22.9  

And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of 

us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach 

out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live 

forever” (Genesis 3:22, emphasis).  

God does know that their eyes will be opened. God does know that 

they will become like Him. God does know that they will know good and 

evil. Satan deceptively implies that God is withholding a good thing, but 

God’s heart is broken. He knows the avalanche of destruction this choice 
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will cause. Satan’s accusation is slander, totally false, because it distorts 

God’s amazing Goodness and our awesome design. That is exactly what 

deception is—a rotten lie carefully wrapped up in the outward 

appearance of something good.  

Satan twists truth to seduce Eve to believe twin lies. Lie number one: 

“God is not really good. He’s holding out on you.” Lie number two: 

“I’m not enough.” Eve now believes the lie, that she falls short and 

could become complete, “like God.” These are both false answers to the 

two essential questions: “What is God like? And “How does this God see 

me/us?” 

The first lie is an attack against this Big God and His generous 

goodness. He is always for us. Reality is that God can only do good 

because He is good. The second lie is an attack against God’s bold 

design by which He has already provided everything we need for life and 

godliness. Reality is: God designed Eve to be like God so she already 

possessed what Satan offered.10 When Eve believed the lies, a vacuum 

was created in her heart,  

“…giving the world an illusory, idolatrous appearance that 

confirms the lie. Out of a hunger the lie itself created, Eve 

suddenly saw that ‘the tree was good for food, and that it was 

a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise’.”11 

This is the enemy’s MO, deceiving us to believe a lie so he can steal 

what God has already given us. The vicious cycle is repeated in every lie 

we believe. The lies lead to emptiness. This vacuum of emptiness leads 

to idolatry, seeking to find fulfillment in anything other than in God, like 

in people or things. Our inner vacuum sucks the life out of everything we 

touch. When trust fails, disobedience follows.  

God drove the entire human race out of the Garden because of His 

kindness and grace so his descendants would not also eat of the other 

tree in the center of the Garden, the tree of life, and live forever in that 

fallen state, in spiritual death separate from Him. Expulsion was 

motivated by love. It temporarily protected humanity until God launched 

His rescue plan to restore intimacy through Jesus Christ.  

“Take and Eat”  
The serpent attacked Eve at her weakest point—her desire to control 

and her curiosity to know more than God knew was best.12 The two lies 

she believed (“God is not good” and “I lack something essential,” i.e. “I 
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don’t measure up”) moved Eve from dependence on God to 

independence. She chose idolatry, which is putting anyone or anything in 

the place where only God should be. Eve listened to the serpent and saw 

the tree in a different light, through the eyes of judgment. The woman 

then saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 

eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom. She took and ate, and then 

offered the forbidden fruit to Adam, who was with her (Genesis 3:6), and 

he ate.  

So simple was the act. “She took…and ate.” Yet so drastic were the 

results: Through Adam’s disobedience humanity lost its state of 

innocence and immediate, harmonious relationship with God. Adam’s 

deadly choice to ignore God has had far-reaching consequences affecting 

humanity today.13 How costly was the restoration. God sends His Son 

Jesus, the Last Adam, to taste death on the cross and reverse the mess 

Adam made. “Take and eat” becomes the way to restored relationship 

with the Father, symbolized in the communion service.14 

Since that day in the garden, life has never been the same. Once sin 

and corruption entered God’s perfect world, Genesis 4-11 shows that sin 

rapidly increased to epic proportions. History, including our newspapers 

today, describes man’s arrogant lust for autonomy from God in his futile 

effort to become like God and to find a semblance of meaning, value, 

and significance outside of God. Adam and Eve’s choice involved 

answering three key questions of life with reference to themselves, rather 

than full and complete abandonment to God, thus separating themselves 

from life-releasing dependence on Him.  
 “Who am I?” - Denying God as the only source of life, truth and 

Reality by striving to become like God.  
 “What is true?” - Determining good and evil for themselves 

without reference to God and His Word.  
 “What am I ‘for’?” - Defining meaning for life outside God and 

His provision. 

Reflect for a moment. How do we answer these three questions of 

life? How do our actions demonstrate what we really value?  

Continuing Consequences  
Adam chose Eve over God. That choice of disobedience brought the 

unavoidable consequences of death from which God longed to protect 

them. God prohibited eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil for our highest and best purpose. We choose our path, but we cannot 

choose the consequences of that path. Adam died. Oh, he still lived for 

hundreds of years before he physically died. But his spiritual death, 
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separation from God, came instantly. Eve and Adam went rogue and 

chased independence, but they ended up in bondage of the worst kind. 

The world is still reaping the horrific consequences of Adam’s choice to 

“become like God,” to be in control and run the show. Devastation.  

Then the eyes of both of them were opened… (Genesis 3:7a).  

“Then,” at the moment Satan said they would reach their crowning 

achievement.15 What a mocking fulfillment to the deceptive words of 

Satan. Their eyes were opened. They did know good and evil. But what 

an eye-opening and what a knowing.  

“The man and woman did not become like God at all. Instead, 

in trying to become God, they became less of themselves.”16  

This is still the enemy’s strategy, to make us less than human. Tell 

enough so it’s enticing, but don’t share the unavoidable and destructive 

consequences. Deceit—a rotten core covered with counterfeit truth.  

Results of the Fall  
Genesis suggests several fundamental changes stemming from the 

Fall. Let me point out four. The rest of the Bible, and life itself, describes 

them more fully. They are feelings when we are experiencing them and 

fears when they are future based.  

1. Feelings/fear of shame.17 Before the Fall, Adam and Eve were 

naked and unashamed (2:25). Now their eyes were opened and they 

realized they were naked. They tried to cover up their shame.  

…and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 

together and made coverings for themselves (Genesis 3:7b).  

This Scripture indicates that Adam and Eve were fundamentally 

changed for the worse. Now there was something twisted inside them 

and they felt shame because of who they had become.18 It was the first 

cover-up in history as they sewed fig leaves to try to conceal their shame 

from God and from each other. Since that moment in time, people hide 

their real person from one another by projecting an impostor image, 

wearing masks and putting up façades to protect their fragile egos.  

During my college days, for instance, I used to drink myself 

senseless. I did not like who I was and wanted to escape for just a few 

hours. I used alcohol to cover up the discontent, lack of purpose and 

shame I felt. “Where did I come from? Why was I here? What is my 

destiny?” These questions haunted me at that time. Only later did I 

realize these longings were God’s preparation, kind of a necessary 
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preamble to the story He wanted to write on my heart. Adam and Eve 

foolishly used fig leaves to cover up the anxiety and I used booze. What 

is your preferred style of cover-up? What’s your fig leaf?  

2. Feelings/fear of rejection. Instead of running joyfully to God as 

normal, Adam and Eve attempted to hide from Him and from the 

rejection they feared because of their choices.  

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God 

as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 

they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He 

answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 

because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you 

that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” (Genesis 3:8- 11).  

Imagine their bliss on the day before sin entered the world. They ran 

joyfully to God when He entered the Garden so they could walk in 

intimate relationship in the cool of the day. The great Pursuer loved them 

passionately and they freely loved Him back.  

Now sin had disconnected Adam and Eve from God, the only fully 

satisfying relationship they could have in the entire universe. For the first 

time in history, they experienced the awful absence of an experiential 

sense of God’s presence. Now there was an unremitting ache inside, a 

void where God once was enthroned. His love was no longer 

reciprocated.  

Separation. Aloneness. Disconnectedness. A deep ache.  

Doesn’t it strike you as utterly foolish to try to hide from a God who 

sees everything? “Sin makes us stupid.”19 

Why do you suppose God asked Adam three poignant questions? Do 

you think the God who knows and sees everything was looking for 

information?  

No, of course not!  

God is still the great Pursuer. He takes the initiative and walks back 

into the Garden. Try to sense the broken heart of a Father when he asks 

Adam that wonderful love-question, “Where are you?” seeking to woo 

Adam back to intimacy. The great Pursuer is still asking the love-

question today and seeking to restore Eden-intimacy with us. His 

initiating love still reaches out to reestablish relationship. He longs to be 

pursued in return since a love relationship must be freely reciprocated.  
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I believe God asked Adam questions to give him a chance to repent, 

confess, and restore the relationship. God keeps on pouring out His 

goodness towards us, always taking the lead. He does not cast humanity 

off like soiled diapers and start over. No, God is driven by a divine 

yearning to reconnect with those who have listened to the hollow 

promises of the enemy.  

3. Feelings/fear of guilt. Adam knew he had made a deliberate 

choice to disconnect from God. The Bible calls this sin. His sin led to the 

first experience of guilt because of the just condemnation that God had 

promised. Do you understand what Adam said?  

The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave 

me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it” (Genesis 3:12).  

“God, it really wasn’t my fault so I cannot be blamed. Don’t 

condemn me. It was that woman, who You gave me, who is responsible 

for everything.”  

Is that true?  

Certainly, partially, on the surface, which is deceit. Eve did offer the 

fruit to Adam. Certainly God did create Eve for Adam. Fundamentally, 

however, no, because Adam deliberately chose to disobey God, choosing 

Eve over God, and was thus personally responsible. Adam chose to 

follow his new master, Satan, and began to act like him. By deflecting 

responsibility for his choice to disobey, Adam chose deceit.  

I’m suggesting that Adam experienced proper guilt as a result of his 

separation from God. With his blame-shifting, He fought to escape the 

consequences he knew he deserved. This first act in history of deflecting 

responsibility has birthed a whole swarm of ugly offspring in today’s 

world, reaching epidemic proportions because we fear criticism and 

correction.20 “I’m responsible” is the first step back to authenticity.  

But Eve will respond better, won’t she? That blame shifting must be 

a guy-thing, right? Wrong!  

Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you 

have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and 

I ate” (Genesis 3:13).  

Same song, second stanza! God in His goodness comes to Eve to 

challenge her to admit what she has done. That is what God is looking 

for…honesty. God is still looking for authenticity in our relationship 

with Him. But instead of taking personal responsibility, she, too, shifted 

the blame, this time to the serpent who, by the way, was also created by 

God. As someone once said, “The serpent didn’t have a leg to stand on.”  
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4. Feelings/fear of failure. The three judgments that follow are a 

fascinating study. All three curses strike at the heart of God’s calling and 

destiny for them. God created Adam and Eve as co-regents to rule over 

His earth and to reproduce after their kind. Their calling and destiny has 

not change. It never will. It’s God’s heart for mankind. But Adam and 

Eve are no longer in control of their environment. Their calling now 

involves increased pain and toil to accomplish.21 What Adam and Eve 

sought (control) is what they lost. Deceit works that way. Life has 

become a battleground. This leads to the fourth change—feelings or fear 

of failure.22  

Synthesize: Genesis 5:3 carefully states that Adam’s son was born 

“in his own likeness, in his own image” in contrast with God’s image 

and likeness. Adam’s offspring are now born with his father’s fallen 

nature, “in the likeness of Adam.” The image of God had been marred, 

but not destroyed. After the initial act of disobedience, Genesis 4 through 

11 document this universal penetration of death to all born “in Adam,” 

as sin swept over the world like an avalanche set off by a single 

snowball.  

Death is separation. Physical death is the separation of our inner 

person from our outer body. Spiritual death is separation from God 

Himself, the only complete Source of life. Spiritual death happened 

instantly for Adam. With it came an immediate and fundamental change 

in his nature. The God-given needs for affirmation, belonging, and 

purpose continued after the Fall because God’s design and Eden-purpose 

remain unchanged. Now, however, humanity is cut off from God 

Himself, the only fully 

satisfying Source. All we have 

left to try to fill these God-

given needs are the bankrupt 

resources within or around us. 

Most all sin is then an 

illegitimate way to meet these 

legitimate, God-given needs. 

This is the dark side of the 

story of humanity since the 

Fall. The graphic to the right 

depicts an overview of these first three chapters of Genesis.  

Here is the human predicament. All human beings are by nature 

religious, distorting God’s Eden-plan for intimacy into mankind’s plan 

for religion. Humanity has traded the glory of God for cheap imitations 

fashioned after our own foolish ideas of what God is like. Men and 
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women begin with themselves, not as we should, with God. (In sharp 

contrast, the graphic above frames our entire lives with our great, good 

and generous God). Then we develop our own set of behavioral 

standards for right and wrong in order to become acceptable to the image 

of our own god.  

Of course, this is modern-day idolatry just as clearly as Rachel 

hiding her household idols in her saddlebags, but this is so socially 

acceptable today that even some Christians are blinded to this Reality.23 

Here is the rub. No one can ever live up to the standards we design for 

ourselves. Ask someone whose life focus is to “do right” how much is 

enough? That is why it’s so important that those who have experienced 

new life in Christ begin with God and not themselves and their own ideas 

and needs.  

When we were in Germany, we visited many castles and old 

buildings that had fallen into ruin. Often there would be signs describing 

the splendor of a palace centuries earlier and stating, “Here such and 

such king once lived.” One insightful writer has suggested that we could 

put a similar sign over humanity because of the Fall. “Here God once 

lived.” From the great beginning in Genesis 1 to now, we find ourselves 

staring at this sign—“Here God once lived.” What a terrible, horrible 

and catastrophic mockery sin is. Separation. Hopelessness. Helplessness. 

Inadequacy. Fear. Anger. Bitterness. Uncertainty. Failure. Death. Loss of 

knowledge of God. Deception. Aloneness. Shame. Guilt. Distortion. 

Confusion. Depression. Rejection. Perversion. “Here God once lived.”  

How did God respond, though, to the Fall of His crown-jewel?  

For God So Loved  
“But God…!” This is still God’s universe and He is actively 

involved. “Look for the light.” God displayed His love and mercy for 

Adam and Eve (and thus for all humanity) by taking the initiative to 

come to them. As we have already seen, God questions Adam and Eve so 

they could confess and be restored. God’s mercy has the last word and 

ultimately triumphs over judgment and the curse, doing what humanity 

can never do for itself. Our guilt and shame have been swallowed up by 

God’s mercy. God’s provision for sin and restoration is even more 

clearly stated:  

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife 

and clothed them (Genesis 3:21).  
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God slew an animal. For the first time in history, blood was shed. 

This symbolizes the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross that cleanses 

and provides full and final forgiveness for our sins to restore us to God’s 

arms. God clothes Adam and Eve in garments from the slain animal. This 

symbolizes the righteousness of Jesus Christ that God gives as a free gift 

when we place our faith in Christ, unearned and undeserved.24  

God seizes the initiative with His love to restore us through faith in 

Christ (see 

graphic to right). 

He has to. 

Humanity could 

never save itself 

from the ravages 

of sin. When we 

begin to 

understand the 

monumental 

chasm between the entire human race and God due to sin, it’s ridiculous 

to even dream that we can do anything on our own to bridge that gap. A 

restored relationship with God is a generous and unmerited grace-gift.  

God’s grace is an active, divine enabling. Grace is His Greatness and 

Goodness in action, lavishly poured out to help and change us. Grace is 

God’s free favor and blessing abundantly dispensed solely according to 

His unlimited goodness and sovereign purpose. God delights to bestow 

His grace on us. He takes great pleasure in it. Grace has nothing to do 

with the merit or demerit of the one receiving it. In fact, grace ceases to 

be grace if God is compelled to grant it due to human merit and 

performance. Grace also ceases to be grace if God is compelled to 

withdraw it because of human demerit or failure.  

Neither Adam’s innocence before Genesis 3 nor his sin in Genesis 3 

were grounds for God’s grace. Grace is free! Grace resides in God’s own 

character. God gives grace because it’s part of His Generous eternal 

nature. God has no plan for humanity other than this grace-based gift of 

Jesus so it will be futile to look for any other.25 

From the point of the first symbolic death when God slew the 

animal, all history leads to a single hill outside Jerusalem—Calvary. On 

Calvary’s cross God, who is great in love, rich in mercy, and lavish in 

grace, appointed a Savior to die on a cross between two thieves. On 

Calvary, He satisfies His righteous judgment once and for all. God’s 

blazing purity and His unconditional love kiss at the cross. God 

passionately longs to bring us back home. He has finished His side in 
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full. Now we need to just embrace His finished work and abandon 

ourselves to our Family-of-Three. Then we return home, to God’s 

original and unchanged Eden-intent. This is Good News! We are now 

welcomed home to God, to a home like we have never experienced 

before. God has never abandoned His Eden-ideal for humanity, and He 

never will. We must understand this to grasp the full scope of what Jesus 

has done for us. We must get in touch with God’s heart. His initiating 

love longs to restore full intimacy.  

Now What? 
Have you ever seen a beautiful tapestry with multicolored threads? 

God is weaving a magnificent tapestry of His initiating love in your life. 

It’s revealed throughout the Bible with these four threads we have 

explored together from Genesis 1-3.  

First, the golden thread represents God’s glory (the visible display of 

His character and essence). His goodness longs to shower us with mercy 

and love. His greatness makes all things possible for Him and through 

Him. His grace-infused generosity that always seizes the initiative 

guarantees ample provision for life to the full as His beloved children. 

Our confidence is never in ourselves, but in His incredible goodness, 

greatness and generosity. God cannot help but do good…always… 

because He is good. He has us on His heart. God fills every legitimate 

need for belonging, purpose, and affirmation. Enjoy His smiling face.  

Second, the black thread represents the continuing results of the Fall. 

The Kingdom of God and the dominion of the enemy wage war for 

control over us. God designed us to live in a perfect world uncorrupted 

by sin. But now we live in a fallen world where Satan is the prince. 

Society will, therefore, always be out of sync with God’s Family and 

Kingdom. Sin brings judgment. There will always be pain in the world 

and pain in our hearts until Jesus returns. Let’s stop pretending. It’s okay 

for us to hurt. It’s okay for us to have unfulfilled longings because we 

don’t live in heaven yet. Our daily choices either draw us to God, which 

is always good and right and leads us eventually to freedom, or to the 

enemy’s deceitful lies and half-truths leading to bondage to sin.26 Don’t 

be crippled by a false image of God.  

Third, the red thread represents the mercy and grace of God 

displayed through the life and death, resurrection and ascension of Christ 

on our behalf. Through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord we have a full, 

final, and absolutely adequate provision that removes every last barrier 

between God and us. In Jesus we have everything we need to live with 
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Him daily, fully satisfied in Him. What a great and satisfying salvation 

we have in Christ!27 

The final thread is white and represents God’s original design for 

men and women as physical beings who need and yearn for belonging, 

purpose and affirmation. We cannot ever undo the Fall and return to the 

Garden. Jesus Christ, however, provides something better! He comes as 

the Last Adam to shatter every barrier between God and us created by 

Adam’s disobedience. Jesus also comes as the Second Man to live human 

life out perfectly and thereby restore God’s original Eden-purpose for 

humanity and usher it into permanence.28 Life will be better than before!  

When we examine a beautiful tapestry from below, it looks like a 

meaningless tangle of unsightly knots. The enemy of our soul constantly 

points to the underside of our lives and deceives us with the ugly knots. 

It’s only from above that we begin to see the astounding beauty and 

creativity of the Designer as He adds more and more colorful threads to 

our lives. Only from His viewpoint does life begin to make sense as it 

fits in with His eternal plan. We are astounded when we begin to see life 

from His perspective.  

Which perspective do you have of the tapestry of your life? Are you 

a knot gazer? Or do you see the astounding beauty?  

May I ask one final series of questions?  

Are you still “in Adam,” lost and separated from God, limited to 

fulfilling your legitimate longings through the bankrupt resources you 

find within you or around you? Are you still flying upside down and do 

not even know it? Are you still weaving your tapestry with only black 

threads?  

Or are you trusting in Jesus alone? Are you in Christ through faith 

because of God’s undeserved grace? If so, you are inseparably joined to 

God’s forever Family with all its privileges and responsibilities. Is your 

walk (experience) beginning to match your wealth (God’s provision) in 

the midst of warfare so you taste of the abundant life He promised 

through a relationship with Him (which is an outline of Ephesians)?  

Jesus is amazingly refreshing and restoring! 

In the following chapter we will look at God’s eternal Kingdom, a 

panoramic view of history as His-story. Remember, eternal life begins 

with faith, and is only a choice away.  
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Prayer 
“Oh God, forgive me as I too often trade Your glory for cheap 

imitations and try to fill my God-given longing for You with counterfeits. 

I affirm that You are the only One who can fill the deepest yearning in 

my life so I come in trust and dependence as Your child. Amen.” 

Simplicity Beyond Complexity 

(Key Takeaways)   
1. Today we still trade the glory of God for cheap imitations 

fashioned after our own foolish ideas when we cooperate with Satan in 

the same four, devastating steps towards sin found in Genesis 3: 

deception, debate, denial and defaming.   

2. When we look for meaning, value, and significance outside God, 

we are in essence denying Him as the only source of life, determining 

good and evil for ourselves, and defining meaning for our lives outside 

God and His provision.   

3. Because humanity is separated from God—disconnected— and we 

believe the dual lies (“God is not really good” and “I’m not enough”), 

our God-given needs for affirmation, belonging, and purpose can never 

be fully satisfied. People today are, therefore, bombarded with feelings 

and fears of shame, guilt, rejection and failure as we attempt to fill 

legitimate, God-given needs in illegitimate ways. Through Jesus Christ, 

God the Father countered all four of these sin problems.   

4. Do you see this lovely and magnificent Person involved in the 

events, needs and mysteries of your everyday life? Are you happy, 

content and joyful in Jesus because you see your own life within the 

framework of His Greatness, Goodness, and Generosity? This is still 

God’s universe, and He is still here and He is “for” you. 

Do S-T-U-D-Y on Genesis 3 
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4. Big-Picture Dynamic 

My outdoor-enthusiast friends tell me that a compass does not point 

to the North Pole. The North Pole is the geographic top of the earth, 

called “true north.” A compass points to a magnetic field that is roughly 

1,300 miles away from the North Pole. A compass points toward 

“magnetic north,” not “true north.”  

Here is my point: A pilot must make constant adjustments from what 

his compass says is north if he wants to get to the North Pole, “true 

north.” Failing to adjust by even a few degrees early in a long flight 

could mean missing the mark by hundreds of miles.  

What a great example of the difference between our perceptions of 

reality (“subjective reality”) and Reality itself (“objective Reality” from 

God’s viewpoint). The arrow on the compass is pointing to what the 

compass says is north. It feels right. It looks right. Others around us tell 

us it is right and act as if it is right. Yet the magnetic field pulling that 

needle is not our ultimate target. The longer our journey the more crucial 

we make continuous adjustments on the way. 

Our perceptions in life may feel and look right to us and even to 

others. We need to adjust constantly, though, renewing our minds to see 

the way God sees. This reminds me that we need to have some sort of 

“living feedback loops” in our lives, like a guided missile. Ongoing 

renewal is God’s plan. So, where do we go for our spiritual “true north”? 

This is one reason we so crucially need one another in caring koinonia. 

True North  
Here is God’s perspective, His “true north.” The entire Bible from 

Genesis to Revelation reveals the relational Trinity in ways we can begin 

to grasp. Since we learn naturally by comparing what we know with 

what we are striving to learn, the Bible gives us a number of dynamic 

pictures of our interactive relationship with our Three-in-One God. Since 

no single human relationship can adequately correlate with the 

connection between the uncreated God and His created people, the Bible 

uses at least three primary pictures, Father, King and Groom/Husband.1 
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1. God is our Father and we are His beloved children. This picture 

emphasizes the inbreaking of our wise Father’s presence into our 

dependence to raise us up into interdependence. A father in their 1st 

century culture cultivated and raised up children to learn the family way 

and to do the “family business.” This emphasizes the Father’s authority 

and care, love and patience, discipling in life-skills and disciplining for 

character development. This is our lifelong process of life-learning. 

2. God is our King and we are His servant-warriors. This depicts the 

inbreaking of God’s Kingly presence. God trains His people to go to war 

as fully equipped and competent young warriors to rescue and free 

captives. When Jesus came, He threw down the gauntlet to Satan. “I 

have come to destroy your works and to take back the strongman’s 

possessions” (1 John 3:3:8b; Mark 3:27). One aspect of our life as His 

intimate allies is on the battlefield in an attack-counterattack mode in the 

world. We respond as His faithful soldiers in battle. “Yes, Sir!” None 

dare go AWOL since our Commander-in-Chief calls us to war. 

3. God is our Groom/Husband and we are His lovely Bride/Wife. 

The inbreaking of God’s presence as our Groom begins as He gives 

Himself wholeheartedly to us as His Bride. In return, He yearns for us to 

give ourselves wholeheartedly to Him. Our hearts respond: “I’m all in 

with You, my Beloved!” This almost unfathomable intimacy and full 

partnership with God as the Senior Partner bursts into clearest light in the 

blazing light of the incarnation as Jesus reveals His Father in the NT. 

Like interactive dance partners, with the husband as the lead, this picture 

raises our collaborative, interactive relationship as intimate allies to its 

apex. 

In this chapter, I want to explore the least familiar of these three 

analogies, the Kingdom of God, since I have written on the other two 

pictures in other places.2 However, please don’t lose sight of the 

Both/And/And tension. God designed the dynamic intersection of all 

three as a “force multiplier” for thriving growth. Inward response 

(beloved children). Outward response (servant-warriors). Upward 

response (bride). Embrace our full identity in all three Both/And/And 

paradoxical tensions of relationship without pigeonholing God in any 

one. Otherwise, we reduce our relationship and diminish the possibilities 

God has prepared for us before time (Ephesians 2:10). 

The OT speaks of Jesus Christ.3 Christ Himself is the goal towards 

which the entire Bible is moving. Through Jesus Christ, God is restoring 

spiritual intimacy with His people. The one, single overriding passion of 

our life is our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the beginning and the end, and 

everything between.  
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The messages in the Old Testament are harmonies, blending and 

building into a crescendo of the most perfect music pointing to Jesus. 

The revelation of Jesus Christ is not only the full disclosure of the Triune 

God to man, but also of man to himself since He is the “Point Person” 

for the Trinity. The Son of God Himself declares and reveals this Triune 

God who has never before been fully seen. The disciples on the Emmaus 

Road experienced this. After Jesus explained how the Old Testament 

spoke of Him from start to finish, they responded,  

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 

on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32).  

Their hearts were on fire, burning with a love for God!  

Amid the hustle and bustle of the 3rd millennium, we need to recover 

this secret of a burning heart—the simplicity of single-minded focus on 

Jesus Christ our Lord. The Bible and church history unite to teach us that 

we will not experience this burning heart unless we take time in solitude 

and silence away from the rush of the world, alone in His presence with 

our Bibles and hearts open.  

God is speaking. He is always speaking. But are we quiet enough to 

hear Him? Today we are so often like Martha, busy and distracted by so 

many things, scattered and fragmented, rather than intensely pursuing 

that one good thing in simplicity like Mary.4  

Let me illustrate. I have a small waterfall fountain in my office that 

gurgles peacefully like a brook. A young adult was waiting in my office 

for our discipleship group to begin. He realized that he could not hear the 

gentle murmuring of the waterfall because the air-conditioning was 

blowing so loudly.  

Instantly God spoke to him in his mind. His busy life is a lot like 

that. The hurry and scurry of his lifestyle drowns out the soft, musical 

voice of God. Only as we take time alone with Jesus can we carry this 

burning heart into our everyday lives. God’s presence transforms 

commonplace duties and people-contact into Family/Kingdom-purpose 

and Family/Kingdom-relationship. We are a people of God’s presence, 

the luminous of God, the blazing beauty of His matchless Person.5  

So, what is God saying when we are quiet enough to listen?  

Jesus Himself is the King of kings and Lord of lords, the unchanging 

person who is King of the unshakable Kingdom.6 
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The Panorama of the Ages  
One of the major themes of the Bible is God as the missionary God. 

He is the ever-seeking, ever-restoring, all-powerful, all-pure King who 

continuously takes the initiative to rescue and restore the lost to intimacy 

with the Father. That is history, His-story, flowing out of His heart. He 

wants our personal story to yield to His reign so they intersect. This is 

the God as King, whose thrust is outward to make things right.7  

But what is the Kingdom of God?  

We Westerners usually think of kingdoms in terms of geography, 

culture or politics. We view a kingdom as a realm over which a King 

exercises rule, like modern-day Jordan. The word translated “kingdom” 

in the New Testament, however, has more of the meaning of “kingship” 

or “royal rule.” It highlights dynamic rule. The dynamic rule of God is 

being established on earth now, even though the full realm of God 

throughout the whole earth will not come into full existence until Jesus 

returns a second time.8  

God’s Kingdom then is God’s right to rule. It extends over all the 

earth for all time because God’s Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom. 

God's Kingdom (God’s dynamic right to rule) is both eternal and 

universal because God is, was, and will always be the absolute Ruler 

over all. God is a God of purpose and this world is going somewhere. 

God’s Kingdom answers the question, “Who is on the throne of your life 

at this moment?”  

How, then, do God's eternal Kingdom and Old Testament history 

relate? Let's fit our wide-angle lens on the camera of our minds. God 

recorded a large portion of the Old Testament in history or story form, 

called narrative. The Old Testament depicts real, historical stories and 

genuine people in the midst of conflict and peril, full of both confidence 

and despair, just like us. God’s ultimate purpose as King, however, is to 

show His hand at work throughout the ages, “His-story.” This motivates 

us to push through tough times because of our living hope in Christ.  

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach 

us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope (Romans 15:4).  

God is the leading character in all the Old Testament. God is the 

Hero in the narratives. He inspired the Bible writers to record these 

specific people and events in the precise way they are written. We can 

now learn vicariously through the lives of flesh and blood people, rather 

than simply learning abstract principles about the issues involved.  
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Now these things [OT historical stories] occurred as examples 

to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did  

(1 Corinthians 10:6; also verse 11).  

Let me remind us of a few key Old Testament characters as 

examples. Although the right to rule is intrinsic to God being God, 

during the Old Testament times, God had not yet permanently 

established His eternal Kingdom on earth. Space fails to describe how 

God repeatedly broke into history in remarkable ways in the lives of 

Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Deborah, the other 

Judges, David, Elijah, Isaiah, Daniel, and others, as depicted by the 

lightning bolts in the following diagram.  

The Bible is chock full of this. Our God reigns! Read rapidly through 

the entire Old Testament and you see God 

erupting into history like lightning bolts 

from heaven, as depicted in the diagram to 

the right. God raises up. God speaks. God 

gives a message. God acts. God intervenes 

in the affairs of men. This is the living God 

who is the same today even as He was then and will be forever.  

God’s Kingdom interrupted the normal flow of fallen society. It 

freed people from bondage as He continued to woo His people back to 

Himself and His loving rule. This is, and always has been, a God-bathed 

and God-permeated world, where every event is within the range of His 

direct knowledge and control. God selected these representative heroes 

of the OT to demonstrate to His people that this Kingdom experience is 

now available to all His people. This universe is made alive with His 

presence and His life. At any moment, God can break in. How is He 

breaking into your day today? Do we have eyes to see? Here’s a 

panoramic view of the entire Bible. Ready?  
 The Old Testament reveals the Lord has always reigned and that 

a King will come.9  
 The Gospels fulfill this promise as Jesus came the first time as 

King dressed as a suffering Servant. The parables explain the 
Kingdom and the miracles of Jesus bear witness to the presence 
of the Kingdom.10  

 The Book of Acts reveals God’s Kingdom expanding from a 
small Jewish sect to a growing movement with a worldwide 
impact.119  

 The Epistles teach that the King is coming again in full power 
and glory. They also show us how we are to live as His Kingdom 
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people in the “time between the times” of His first and second 
comings.12  

 Revelation describes the culminating act of the Kingdom, as 
King Jesus physically breaks into human history again in a 
comprehensive revelation of His Kingly rule. He comes with 
unimaginable splendor and ushers in eternity. Revelation 21 and 
22 fulfill God’s Genesis 1 and 2 Eden-purpose almost as if it 
were an unbroken sequence in God’s mind.13  

Importance for Today  
How important is this panoramic Kingdom vision? An experienced 

missionary in a difficult mission field noted,  

“The converts that stick are those who grasp a panoramic 

picture of God’s work through the ages. The others tend to fall 

away. The ones who push through see God as actively 

involved and take hold of their part in this ongoing drama of the 

ages.”14  

I believe that King Jesus and the Kingdom of God is one of the 

single most important integrating truths in the Bible, along with the 

pictures of the Family and Marriage revealing our relational God. This is 

the story line of the Trinitarian God, God in three persons, the 

overarching concept that makes sense of the Bible as a whole, and life as 

a whole.  

We have a King. He has come once, and will come again. 

Meanwhile, He has given His authority to His people to partner with 

Him relationally in carrying out His ministry purpose. God is unlimited 

in His creativity and invites us (yes, you and I even now as we are) into 

an ever-larger share in what He is now doing in the world. Like Jesus, we 

can also partner in the Kingdom-work we see our Father doing, fully 

active in the drama of the ages.  

I had already celebrated my fortieth birthday in Germany when I 

began to understand this present, dynamic, radically authentic view of 

the Kingdom of God. Well-versed in Scripture, I had spent countless 

hours studying the past and future aspects of the Kingdom of God. I 

already had five years of pastoral experience under my belt. After an 

additional five years as a church-planting missionary, these startling 

Realities about the Kingdom finally began to grip my heart.  

At this time, this Kingdom teaching became a primary touchstone 

personally in my life and ministry. But even more importantly, as you 

will note, it’s firmly rooted in the Word of God. God designed us for a 
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unique, starring role in His drama of the ages to reach His world with the 

knowledge of His presence. Every believer can now experience this 

Kingdom through faith in Jesus.15 Despite the devastation of Genesis 3, 

God has never abandoned His Eden-purpose. Through His dynamic 

Kingdom, God is restoring intimacy with His beloved.  

When I awake in the morning and contemplate King Jesus and God’s 

now-at-hand Kingdom, it brings a thrill to my heart, a bounce to my step, 

growing effectiveness to ministry, and steadfastness in my desire to 

become all He wants me to be. Jesus Christ is on His throne. King Jesus 

actively intervenes. He invades the affairs of life as a loving Conqueror 

in our daily lives at work and at play, in the family and sharing Jesus. He 

relentlessly and fiercely fights for our best. King Jesus passionately 

pursues us and yearns for growing participation as His servant/warriors. 

This Kingdom has life in itself because Jesus brings life and I can take 

part in His epic adventure now.16  

The Jews’ Partial View the Kingdom  
The 1st century Jews understood certain aspects of the Kingdom 

much like I used to. They understood God’s intrinsic right to rule in 

heaven and on earth. They reveled in the past aspects of the Kingdom 

under David and Solomon. They already knew the broad strokes of the 

coming Kingdom since the Old Testament graphically described it. The 

Kingdom is everlasting and has always existed since God has always 

been King. The Jews erred because they thought the Kingdom of God 

would only come later to earth.  

At the time Jesus came into the world, many of the Jews divided all 

history into two ages that buttressed up against each other—“this evil 

age” and “the age to come.” This was not entirely wrong. Jesus also 

spoke of two ages.17 George Eldon Ladd, seminal writer on the kingdom, 

concisely summarizes the scriptural teaching on these two ages.  

“This evil age” extends from the Fall until the day Jesus returns 

in power and “is the age of human existence in weakness and 

mortality, of evil, sin, and death. The Age to Come will see the 

realization of all that the reign of God means, and will be the 

age of resurrection into eternal life in the Kingdom of God.”18  

“This evil age” is fallen, stagnant, evil and will pass away. “The age 

to come” is renewed, dynamic, righteous and will last forever. In “this 

evil age” we will suffer sickness, deceit, disobedience, aloneness, and 

hurt. “The age to come” is God's age when men and women will again 
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live together on the earth as God intended with peace, harmony, health 

and purpose.  

The godly Jews of the 1st century were looking for a Jewish version 

of “Braveheart.” They were waiting for this mighty deliverer to arise, 

the promised Messiah, who would simultaneously defeat the Romans and 

usher in God's direct 

reign (see the diagram to 

the right). This 

cataclysmic battle would simultaneously wrap up “this evil age” and set 

up God’s direct reign on earth, or so they thought.  

Confusion over the Kingdom is nothing new. Even after His death 

and resurrection, Jesus' disciples were still confused and expected Him to 

immediately usher in “the age to come.”19 After all, Jesus is the King. 

The signs of the Kingdom are here:  

“The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 

leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

good news is preached to the poor" (Luke 7:22).  

“The age to come” has come! “This evil age” has not yet been 

consummated. There is still sickness and heartache, pain and death. Has 

something gone wrong with God's plan?  

Jesus and the Clash of Power  
No, of course not!  

When Jesus began His public ministry, without explanation He 

pronounced the “kingdom is at hand” and all heaven broke loose!20 Jesus 

came with both a message (“God’s right to rule is at hand!”) and a 

ministry (demonstrating God’s right to rule through His word/works 

ministry: preaching the Good News, healing the sick, casting out 

demons, discipling His followers, and thus destroying the works of the 

devil).  

Through Adam’s choice to rebel against God in Genesis 3, he 

opened the door for Satan to unlawfully usurp authority over the world.21 

Society is fallen and Satan is now Prince of this world.22 When Jesus 

came preaching God’s right to rule on earth, He was throwing down the 

gauntlet before Satan. It was tantamount to a declaration of war, and the 

enemy understood this clearly, even if many of us don’t today. “Look 

out, Satan! I’m a’ commin to restore my people by destroying your 

works.” Jesus’ life was a Kingdom battle of attack and counterattack. 

Just read the first chapters of Mark’s Gospel.23  
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Jesus did not bring the Kingdom into existence when He came. The 

Kingdom has always existed. His words concerned the new accessibility 

of the Kingdom to humanity through repentance and faith in Him. His 

works backed His claim. “The rule of God is now here and available to 

all. Come out from under the darkness of the enemy that brings bondage 

and come into the light of my reign that brings freedom.”  

We no longer have to labor under the mastery of Satan, but may 

choose to come under the lordship of Jesus by faith.24 This is the central 

message Jesus came preaching and His ministry illustrated His Kingdom 

words. Everything Jesus did supported what He said. “God’s right to 

rule on earth now” is still our central message and ministry to those 

without Christ.  

What the Jews did not understand was that Jesus embodies the 

Kingdom. Since He is this eternal-kind of life, He made life available, 

which has always been in God’s heart, within the ever-present rule of 

God. This is God’s Eden-purpose returned to earth; the Garden has been 

brought forward. When King Jesus came, God’s right to rule came in a 

unique way. What was experienced intermittently on earth during the 

Old Testament (as lightning bolts of His presence) is now permanently 

available through faith in Christ. The Kingdom is near and here because 

King Jesus is near and here.  

When Jesus said that the Kingdom or rulership of God had come in 

Him, he meant that God had come to claim what has always been 

rightfully His. The Kingdom of God invaded the present age (the realm 

of Satan). Jesus did not think of the Kingdom of God only for a future 

millennium. When He said that the Kingdom of God had come in Him, 

He claimed for Himself the position of a divine invader, coming to set 

everything straight.  

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

devil’s work” (1 John 3:8b).  

Jesus came to earth to restore Eden-intimacy, His original plan, 

which He never abandoned.  

“This explains the two-fold pattern of Christ’s ministry, 

repeated wherever he went: first proclamation, then 

demonstration. First he preached repentance and the good 

news of the Kingdom of God. Then he cast out demons, 

healed the sick, and raised the dead—which proved he was 

the presence of the kingdom, the Anointed One.”25  
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The Future Has Begun!  
What does this Kingdom-perspective do for us today?  

King Jesus brought a drastic change to the experience of the 

Kingdom of God on earth. Although we are touching mystery, the 

“present-future” gripped the lives of Jesus’ 1st century followers. They 

were caught up in something bigger than they could imagine. The 

Kingdom has already come to this world…and is still here…with life-

transforming power to destroy the works of the devil in individual lives. 

The Good News of the Kingdom restores God’s Eden-purpose of 

intimate relationship with our Creator, our eternal calling, eternal life 

experienced now.  

The outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost attested to this and also 

guaranteed the full completion of what the first coming of Jesus had 

begun.26 The rest of the Book of Acts demonstrates that Jesus calls His 

people to the same message and ministry.27 This Team-of-Three created 

a people of His presence by His power and by His love. His people lived 

out in the present this promised Kingdom life of the future (the life of 

God Himself, eternal life). His disciples came to believe that the future 

had begun with them. What about us? Do our daily lives reflect that the 

future has already begun?  

Here’s the practical Kingdom question: “Who was king over your 

day today?” “Over my day?” How could our lives have been different 

today if we had put this into practice?  

In the mind of God, He planned an intended overlap in the two ages 

(see diagram below). The New Testament calls this a mystery. “This evil 

age” began with the 

Fall of the human 

race in Genesis 3. 

The Kingdom 

intervened like 

lightning bolts 

during the Old 

Testament. Now however, with the First Coming of Jesus and His death, 

the Kingdom is now here on earth in a different way (the cross in the 

diagram). The OT Jews focused on either/or (either “this evil age” or 

“the age to come.”) Jesus taught a Both/And approach (both “this evil 

age” and “the age to come” are present, now, simultaneously). One day 

Jesus will return a second time. This Second Coming of Jesus in power 

and great glory will bring “this evil age” to a cataclysmic conclusion as 

God will reign over all. 
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The 1st century saints, just like His 21st century saints, lived in the 

“presence of the future,”28 that is, between the beginning of the end and 

the consummation when Jesus returns in glory and majesty. The 

“already, but not yet” (Ladd’s phrase) provides a healthy biblical 

theology of power (“already” the Kingdom is here) plus a theology of 

pain (“not yet” is everything consummated). The Kingdom is truly here 

now, yet not fully.29 As the 1st century disciples took part in the 

communion ordinance, for instance, they celebrated as a people bound by 

eternity, not by this world. They proclaimed the Lord’s death until he 

would come and usher in eternity, just like we celebrate today.30  
 Already they knew God’s free and full forgiveness, yet they had 

not been perfected (Phil. 3:7-14). 
 Already Jesus is crowned with glory and honor, yet do not see 

everything subject to him (Heb. 2:7-8).  
 Already victory over death was theirs (1 Cor. 3:22), yet they 

would still die (Phil. 3:20-21).  
 Already they lived in the Spirit, yet they still lived in the world 

where Satan could attack (e.g., Eph. 6:10-17).  
 Already they had been justified and faced no condemnation 

(Rom. 8:1), yet there was still to be a future judgment (2 Cor. 
5:10).”31  

 Already they had tasted of eternity, yet they longed deeply in 
their innermost beings to be united in eternity with God (Romans 
8:23).  

 Already God has apprehended His people and restored intimacy, 
yet He still passionately pursues us (Phil. 3:12-14).  

As Jesus’ followers, we must learn to live in the paradoxical tension 

of this Both/And life. 

The 1st century disciples lived as God’s future people who lived out 

His life in the here and now. They had already experienced the life and 

presence of the Kingdom. They had been conditioned, therefore, to fulfill 

the King’s commission in the present by reflecting on the past 

faithfulness of their King and yearning for His future coming.32 His 1st 

century apprentices lived in the moment, connected with the full 

Kingdom-values and Kingdom-purpose to come, even though they still 

had to daily and aggressively take hold of these by faith, just like us 

today.  

God also calls His 21st century followers to the “already, but not 

yet” of this Kingdom relationship; to His “truly, but not fully” Kingdom; 

to something bigger and better and grandeur than anything else into 

which we could invest our short stay on earth. God’s Kingdom is our 

plumb line, helping us keep our bearings in life.  
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Partnering with the Missional God  

“If God is indeed the true missionary, it was said, our business 

is not to promote the mission of the church, but to get out into 

the world, find out what God is doing in the world, and join 

forces with him.”33 

God is still the missionary God. He longs to gather every last person 

in the world into His embracing, compassionate arms. He relentlessly 

and passionately pursues us. This is why the church gathers in 

community as God’s called-out ones in the Family of God and as the 

Bride of Christ to drink together deeply of His life. We then scatter as 

His sent ones, radiant ambassadors of the fragrant presence of His 

Kingdom authority and Family love.34 The church is not the Kingdom, 

but the church is God’s primary instrument to extend the practical reign 

of His Kingdom. We exist for serving in mission, just as a fire exists for 

burning, because this brings God glory and fame.  

Jesus entered the world and lived with us, not only to teach us the 

life we were designed to live, but also to show us this life. Jesus…  

“…set afoot a conspiracy of freedom in truth among human 

beings. Having overcome death he remains among us. By 

relying on his word and presence we are enabled to [unite] the 

little realm that makes up our life into the infinite rule of God.”35  

This is eternal life! Whether at work or play, we are partnering with 

Him through His words and His works as the people of His presence. 

Jesus said that those who believe will do the same works He did, even in 

the everyday of life, at work, at home, in school, at play.36 The story of 

Jesus is not one of an unreachable ideal. Jesus is not an impossible 

model, but the best possible model. Don’t separate Him into the moral 

Jesus (who is for today) and the miracle Jesus (who was for the 1st 

century). He is the same today, yesterday, and forever.37 All of Jesus is 

for all of His people today.  

So, read the Gospels. Study the life of Christ. This is what we are to 

be, to say, and to do. Read about the dynamic response of the disciples in 

the Book of Acts to continue “all that Jesus began to do and to teach.”38 

Jesus, Our Commander in Chief, left us on earth to work with Him to 

complete what He began. He thrusts us out of the walls of our churches 

and homes into the streets and the marketplace to share the Good News 

of this Big God and fully satisfying life in Christ. God’s right to reign is 

here…now.  
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The presence of the Kingdom means we will see and experience the 

visible signs of the Holy Spirit for witnessing and discipleship. His 

presence makes this possible. Preach the Good News. Minister 

compassion. Immerse yourself in the Word of God. Pray. Forgive. Heal 

the sick. Love people. Live in joy. Cast out demons. Accept others. Care 

for the broken. Live in purity. Raise the dead. Please the Father. Disciple 

believers. Free the oppressed. Don’t judge or look down on others with 

contempt. Partner with the Father and the Spirit, just like Jesus did.39  

Jesus gives His 21st century followers both a message and a ministry, 

both words to say and works to do. This Kingdom-view frees God’s 

children to live attractive lives that radiate the presence of Jesus. This is 

something we can sink our teeth into until we breathe our last breath. It 

encompasses everything, whether witnessing or worshipping, ministering 

to the poor or wealthy, working a job or leading people, helping our 

marriage or healing the sick, raising children or raising the dead. 

Wherever we go, whatever we do, we keep this foremost in focus.  

“Caught up in his active rule, our deeds become an element in 

God’s eternal history. They are what God and we do together, 

making us part of his life and him a part of ours.”40  

We have the breathtaking privilege to partner with the Creator of the 

universe as history-makers, writing His-story and through our lives. God 

Himself is reestablishing relationship with men and woman and infusing 

our hearts again and again with a divine revelation of Himself. Then He 

thrusts us out as ambassadors with this Good News. Let’s chew on that 

awhile until our hearts also burn with God’s passion!  

This Good News is about Jesus’ total involvement in our lives. It’s…  

“…His loving presence with us in every season of our lives and 

his intention for us as His people to make that love known....It 

goes something like this: God first takes a bunch of raggedy 

individuals and loves them into life. They may go through many 

trials and difficult circumstances. Though they may at times 

appear to be as fragmented, broken and scattered as you 

could possibly get, His promise to them is to always be present 

with them and love them. All with one purpose in mind, to mold 

them together as His own people, and use them to reach other 

people with His merciful love, becoming one people called by 

His name, a people created for His Glory.”41  

What is the Trinity doing in the world today, Father, Son and Spirit? 

What is He doing in your mosaic piece of His world? Embrace it fully.  
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Now What? 
Take some leisurely time to mull over J.I. Packer’s Packer-packed 

sentences.  

“The forty and more writers who produced the sixty-six books 

of Scripture over something like fifteen hundred years saw 

themselves and their readers as caught up in the outworking of 

God’s sovereign purpose for his world, the purpose that led 

him to create, that sin then disrupted, and that his work of 

redemption is currently restoring. That purpose in essence 

was, and is, the endless expression and enjoyment of love 

between God and his rational creatures—love shown in their 

worship, praise, thanks, honor, glory, and service given to him, 

and in the fellowship, privileges, joys, and gifts that he gives to 

them.  

“The writers look back at what has already been done to 

advance God’s redemptive plan for sin-damaged planet earth, 

and they look ahead to the day of its completion, when planet 

earth will be re-created in unimaginable glory (Isa. 65:17-25;  

2 Pet. 2:10-13; Rev. 21:1-22:5). They proclaim God as the 

almighty Creator-Redeemer and dwell constantly on the 

multifaceted works of grace that God performs in history to 

secure for himself a people, a great company of individuals 

together with whom his original purpose of giving and receiving 

love can be fulfilled. And the writers insist that as God has 

shown himself absolutely in control in bringing his plan to the 

point it has reached as they write, so he will continue in total 

control, working out everything according to his own will and so 

completing his redemptive project.”42  

Read it again, slowly. Mark the phrases that stand out to you now as 

neon. Where is this Kingdom most obvious in your life today? Where is 

your self-will still on the throne? Personally knowing the King frees us to 

be risk-takers who live increasingly from and for Him. Jesus has 

commissioned and empowered each of us in a unique way to partner with 

Him to continue His mission in a way in which only we can fulfill.  

The Apostle Paul calls us to commit our entire life to this King 

because His mercy is so satisfying. This is authentic worship. 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this 

is your spiritual act of worship (Romans 12:1).  
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God deeply longs for us to live “to an audience of One” (or better, 

“Three-in-One”), daily living out our spiritual act of worship. Our 

everyday experience begins and ends with single-minded devotion to 

Christ, our “True North.” What does it matter what others think? What 

does it even matter if we are successful by our definition or the definition 

of others? King Jesus still wants our total allegiance today. He is 

pursuing intimacy with His people. He is still writing His-story through 

His people as His co-workers in the world. Jesus still reigns. Jesus still 

intervenes in our personal lives and ministries today, where, when and 

how he wishes. What else makes sense except to give King Jesus our all 

as risk-takers abandoned to Him?  

King Jesus calls us to partner with Him in this unfolding drama of 

the ages, a life of trust and adventure beyond what most of us have ever 

experienced. He yearns for us to possess and live out an authentic 

spirituality without religiosity, which attracts others. This finds 

resonance in our hearts because God designed us for something bigger 

and better than ourselves. Now that you have a glimpse of the Kingdom 

of God, take a fresh look again at Scripture and at life. Constantly ask 

yourself the questions, “What is our King doing now?” “How does He 

want to partner with His people today?”  

Authentic Kingdom-living is a little like swinging from a trapeze. 

The trapeze bar is my security and comfort, my present pattern of 

existence. When another trapeze bar swings into view, I face a dilemma 

and a challenge. The moment of truth comes when I realize that I must 

first fully abandon the safety and comfort, control and familiarity of the 

present trapeze bar to seize the new bar.  

Will I risk that leap of faith to live radically for King Jesus? Am I 

willing to experience the gap between releasing the old security and 

embracing this new Reality?  

Personally, I’ve staked my life that King Jesus is always right and 

always has my best interests at heart, although I live this out all too 

imperfectly. I am growing in my willingness to yield my heart and my 

will to God’s dynamic right to rule over my life. There is none better! 

His Kingdom is worth investing all my time, treasures and talent into for 

as long as I have breath because King Jesus is worthy.  

How about you? To what part has King Jesus called you and me 

today? Faith always gives birth to action. Are you coming along with 

Jesus on His epic adventure and bringing others with you?  

Book 2 sketches out the profuse, abundant provision from our Team-

of-Three available for each of us through faith in Christ. 
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Prayer:  
“Your Kingdom is staggering, Jesus! It fries the circuits in my brain 

when I futilely try to wrap my mind around it. I bow down before you and 

worship. I’m awed, humbled, overwhelmed and excited all at the same 

time as I begin to catch a small glimpse of the awesome adventure to 

which You have called me. Your message and Your ministry—both words 

and works. Help me, Lord, to get up off my knees with my heart ablaze to 

partner with You today. Amen.” 

Simplicity Beyond Complexity 

(Key Takeaways)   
1. God’s “true north” is that the entire Bible from Genesis to 

Revelation speaks of the relational, Triune God. We have a King, Jesus. 

He has come once, and will come again. Meanwhile, He has designed us 

with His authority to be exercised in personal, relational interaction with 

Him, partnering with Him to fulfill His Kingdom purpose.  

2. God’s Kingdom (His right to rule) recognizes that this has always 

been a God-bathed and God-permeated world. Every person and every 

event is within the range of God’s direct knowledge and control, if we 

only have eyes to see and ears to hear.  

3. Jesus embodies the Kingdom. Jesus did not bring the Kingdom 

into existence when He came, but God made His right to rule available in 

a new and daring way to all people. He brought a message and a 

ministry, both words and works. Separate the two at your own peril. His 

desire and crowning goal is to rule over every single life in each and 

every circumstance for the endless expression and enjoyment of love 

between God and His creatures.  

4. As Commander-in-Chief in the Kingdom, King Jesus has 

commissioned every believer to partner with Him to experience and pass 

on this relationship. How is this accomplished? Read the Gospels. Study 

the life of Christ. That is what we are commissioned to be, to say, and to 

do. How is King Jesus calling you today to partner with Him? 

Do S-T-U-D-Y on Genesis 4 

Go to Book 2! 



 

Freder’s Resources  
WebSite: JimFredericks.com 

I have three large concerns as I write: (1) that I might convince your mind 

before God ravishes your heart with His relational love; (2) that you will read 

this alone and be helped greatly…and settle for the helpful, but partial, change 

gained from learning, leading and living as individuals and miss out on the 

greater call to live as “persons-in-community; “Both/And” (3) that you might in 

some way view this sequence of building blocks as a finished program that will  

bring growth like a vending machine…presto! No such thing exists because we 

are following the Living God, who is relational at His core. What I have written 

is all I see now. What I have missed is an invitation for you to come alongside so 

we can learn together. If any of these building blocks are already strong in your 

T-E-A-M, skip on. Be flexible. 

1. “You Are Strong” [in the Lord] 

5-Week Sprints – When Jesus rescued us through faith, He drew near to us in 

order to draw us near to Himself and call us to join Him on His epic 

adventure. Each “sprint” is only 5-weeks so they are highly flexible, inviting 

younger Christians and older alike into books of the Bible as active learners 

and doers of the Word. This highly flexible and interactive learning process in 

community targets essential building blocks for flourishing growth   

Spiritual Checkup – As we grow on our journey, something like spiritual 

“allergies” often disrupt our absorption of necessary spiritual nutrients. This 

quick peek at ten essential baseline spiritual nutrients in our lives helps us 

evaluate for increased harmony and spiritual health.  

Times of Refreshing – God’s Family deserves healthy nourishment to stimulate 

growth aimed at each of our spiritual developmental levels on this lifelong 

adventure of faith. This short booklet uses the Gospels to focus on two basic 

concepts, abundance & forgiveness from connecting with the Father and Son. 

Jesus Is Enough! – A meditative guide through Jesus’ “last words” in John 15, 

the life-releasing picture of the Vine and the branches. What a glimpse into 

how to thrive spiritually, for both new and for mature Christians.  

Sent by the Father – John writes 60 years after Jesus arose from the dead with 

Genesis 1 and 2 as the backdrop, restoring God’s original Eden-intent and 

revealing God’s renewed mental map for His new creation in the 21st century. 

This read-along guides you through John’s Gospel. 
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What I’ve written here is not for the casual reader. My aim in writing is to 

partner with the relational Trinity to lay down solid building blocks for a 

healthy spiritual DNA. This releases spiritual life and vitality through natural 

learning in community for those who are serious about following Jesus. I write 

to call men and women in Christ to change from the inside out, changing the 

way we view God and ourselves and the world of people, how we think and 

relate with one another. Beware! These could be incendiary! 

2. “The Word of God Lives in You” 

Mining God’s Word – This hands-on approach draws us to love God’s Word, 

His love-letter to us, developing solid Bible study and teaching habits as 

lifelong life-learners. This time-proven approach is very user friendly, using 

the Gospels as our subject material. 

Radical Mutuality – In 1 John, the aged Apostle John felt compelled to write 

what was essential from his perch 25 years after the last NT book had been 

written. This ancient/new 1st century mental map turned the world upside 

down then, koinonia flowing out of the relational Trinity, and can also today. 

Community Begets Community – This read-along through Paul’s earliest letter 

flows out of 1 Thessalonians. This key community-building letter, with a 

thoroughly relational Trinitarian view of life, is Paul’s vision to launch and 

grow disciples in reproducing faith-communities as His Word works in us.  

Enjoying His Presence – For our 21st century lives as Christians, nothing is 

more vital than grasping and practicing the moment-by-moment life God 

offers His people, even in the routine. Journey through selected Psalms. 

Big God! Bold Design – This spiritual primer lays a solid foundation for growth 

written in a trilogy of booklets for ease, escorting you along this adventure of 

faith as a companion on your journey. Recapture the mystery of God and the 

dignity of humanity as image-bearers. Practice a theology of awe and wonder! 

3. “You Have Overcome the Evil One” 

Pursued by Community – Learn to impact the lost in community like Jesus did 

(John 17:20-23), beginning with the sufficiency of Jesus, the most relevant 

and attractive person alive, with suggested action-steps.  

Sailing the High Seas – The relational Community-God Himself is our model 

for all leadership. This more community-based leadership dialog honors 

positional leadership while releasing God’s people to reach for all He intends 

in the 21st century. 

Other Booklets – in process. 

Interweave a regular study of Scripture with good Christian books 

as a lifelong pattern for growth. 
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Prologue 
1 Fourteen grandchildren now at the time of reprinting in 2016. 

2 “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Corinthians 8:1). 

3 I think this insight originally came from Mortimer Adler, How To Read a 

Book, but has been passed through a lot of people before it got to me. 

4 A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 

1993, used by permission), p. 40. 

5 Luke 10:25-37, The Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

BOOK 1: God’s Initiating First-love 
1 First, begin with God, the Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit actively involved in 

our lives. Second, look at God’s original design for humanity before sin, not at 

fallen humanity. Third, factor in the Fall of man in Genesis 3. Now, finally, 

what does the rest of Scripture, your experience and society say? His Initiating 

First-love begins with God and His design, reflects on the Fall, and then grabs a 

bird’s-eye view of history to lay the context for God’s solution in section two, 

Free Indeed! 

Chapter 1: Back to the Beginning 
1 In this book I’m using the capital “R” for Reality as it actually is. Too often 

we confuse our skewed and subjective perception of reality with Reality from 

God’s viewpoint. My aim in writing this book is that our ‘little-r’ reality will 

move closer to God’s ‘big-R’ Reality. I have also kept the dates of the original 

writing of any illustration of my life, and not updated dates when I revised. 

2 Genesis gives us the first mention of God, astronomy, geography, man, sin, 

salvation, science, agriculture, music, ethnic unity, cities, etc. Genesis lays a 

foundation and 

3 Where do we go to gain perspective on Reality? Every one of us today looks at 

our world through eyes tainted by sin. It’s all we’ve ever known. But the world 

is not now what God originally designed. When we wrestle with a problem or 

mystery, we are blinded to the possibilities because we normally begin with 

ourselves.  

Months after I wrote these first four chapters, I realized that the sequence of 

thought followed in Section One is the best way to see Reality from God’s 

viewpoint. Then solutions and answers come that flow from God’s point of 

view. 
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First, begin with God, like the Bible does. He is the great, good and generous 

God who exists in a community of three as Servant-Leaders. I’m amazed at the 

fresh insights when I begin my thinking on key subjects from the Trinity rather 

than from myself. 

Second, what is God’s original design for the crown-jewel of His creation, 

mankind, and for His creation? God reveals His Eden-purpose in Genesis 

chapters 1 and 2 before sin entered into the world in Genesis 3, and in the 

perfect life of Jesus. Nowhere else can we see God’s design so clearly, 

untainted by sin. 

Third, sin is a reality. God’s world is not what it once was. Genesis 3 is the 

entry of sin into the world and deserves long hours of study to gain perspective. 

Fourth, how has God spoken to His redeemed people through the ages? What 

does He say to His Kingdom people? 

Then, and I believe only then, do we look within ourselves at our thoughts and 

feelings and around us at what society and science say. Section One, God’s 

Initiating Love has been written to lay this framework. 

4 By secondary, I do not mean unimportant. I have strong thoughts derived from 

Scripture on a number of these issues. I simply mean to say that one of Satan’s 

schemes is to divert us from what is primary and best to focus on what is 

secondary and only good. Nothing is more foundational and primary than God 

Himself. 

5 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 

hands” (Psalm 19:1). 

6 “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 

power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what 

has been made…” (Romans 1:20). 

7 You can read about this in Exodus 33:12-18, as Moses asks to know God’s 

ways, God’s presence, and God’s glory. 

8 “To fear” in this context means “to reverence God in such a deep and trusting 

manner that we are conscious of His presence and respond in unswerving 

obedience.” 

9 The word translated “create”, bara, always has God as its subject in the Old 

Testament and never has an object, meaning that only God creates and He 

creates out of nothing. 

10 A paradox is two truths that are both true, but appear to be contradictions. A 

paradox brings out or deepens a fuller truth. It bankrupts our logical deductions. 

Believers need to learn to live with paradox because the God revealed in 

Scripture is far higher than our thoughts. He is incomprehensible, meaning that 

He is not beyond being known, but beyond being fully known. God’s paradoxes 
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are designed to thrust us to Him in worship, so don’t rob yourself of those God-

given opportunities by camping on one side of a paradox and jettisoning the 

other because it fits our boxes better. 

11 “Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of his throne” (Ps. 97:2). “…who alone is immortal and who lives in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and 

might forever. Amen” (1 Timothy 6:16). 

12 “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it 

to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6, emphasis). 

13 This theological term describing God’s essence blows our mental circuits. At 

least three, inseparable concepts from Scripture make up our understanding of 

God as Trinity. All three are non-negotiable. First, there is one and only one 

true God. Second, God exists as three distinct persons. Third, all three are 

equally God. Mind-blowing theology, but very impacting for our personal lives. 

Since God is community, and we are created in His image, we are created as 

individuals in community. But more about this next chapter. 

14 A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 

1993, used by permission), p. 48. 

15 Chapter 2 sketches this out more fully, but David gives our heart’s a quick 

preview. 

16 Genesis 1:31-2:3. 

17 Hebrews 4:1-11 compares this seventh-day rest to our rest as believers. It’s 

not a rest of inactivity, but a rest of partnering with him in His crusade to win 

His prodigal planet back to Himself. 

18 This is just one, small illustration how an unbalanced view of God leads to 

distorted thinking and responding. 

19 In chapter three we will see more about Satan’s temptation of Eve. 

20 I. Packer, Concise Theology (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 

1993), p. 22. 

21 A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy (Harper & Row, Publishers, San 

Francisco), p. 16. 

22 Yesterday I was riding my bicycle beside a river glutted with the overflow 

from the rains in the mountains. A small waterfall created a boiling, swirling 

caldron of muddy water. Many people have a similar, false picture of God. 

“God is dark, distant, swirling and a little frightening. He wants to catch me 

doing something wrong so He can pour out His churning anger on me.” NO! A 

thousand times no. That is not our God. 
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23 A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy (San Francisco: Harper & Rowe, 

1961), p. 10. Because I believe this insight is so critical, I’ve also quoted it in 

Chapters 6 and 7. 

24 This easy process (I call it S-T-U-D-Y, an acronym for summary, The key 

verse, uplifts, difficulty and your response) will lead to life change over time, 

when practiced consistently as we keep in step with the Spirit. We are not 

changed in the knowing, but through the doing so don’t only focus on the  

“S-T-U-D,” but also on the “Y” as you do it. The truth that changes us is the 

truth put into practice. “Ant-steps” are fine. 

Chapter 2: God’s Amazing Design 
1 Design is the bases for duty. In other words, God is not capricious is what He 

tells us to do or not to do. It flows from design, His design of mankind and His 

universe. Delight is a wonderful part of our life. The Family of God is not 

drudgery. But real, lasting delight is a by-product of walking according to God’s 

design.  

I’m not against delight as a motivation, but where do you see that in Scripture as 

our focus, our motivation? Freely paraphrasing 2 Corinthians 5, our duty is to 

persuade men of the Good News because we know what will happen to them if 

they die without Christ. In fact, Paul is so single-minded in this purpose that 

some think he is crazy (5:11-13). Paul also recognizes that as a new creature in 

Christ, God’s design is for Christ’s love to flow so powerfully that it compels us 

because we no longer live for ourselves (5:14-15). Duty and delight. 

2 This is a description that I believe I first heard in seminary, and it’s served me 

well since. God created us to be compatible with Him in every necessary way, 

including intelligence, emotions, will, personality, creativity, spirit, etc. This 

image of God in the human race makes the incarnation (God becoming a real 

person in Jesus) possible, mystery though it is. 

3 Don’t be mislead by our fallen perspective. God did not need to create. Within 

the Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have such open, energizing and 

releasing relationships, that they need nothing! Paul states this succinctly in 

Acts 17:25 in his sermon to the Athenians, “And he is not served by human 

hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives….” I believe God 

created because it’s His nature to give (“For God so loved the world that He 

gave…,” John 3:16), not because He lacked. But, also, (yes, there is mystery 

here), God yearned to create a people that He could bless because He is Great, 

Good and Generous, and delights to give away freely who He is. 

4 Genesis 3:8 implies a regular walk with them in the Garden of Eden before the 

Fall. Our sanctified imaginations can fill in the details of those intimate strolls 

together in the most pleasant of circumstances before sin entered. 
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5 Not to get too technical, but this particular word translated “God” is actually a 

plural word (“Elohim”), which at least hints at what is later more clearly 

revealed in the New Testament. There is one God, in three persons, all three 

equally God in essence. The theology blows our circuits, but the practical result 

is that mankind is made in the image of “community.” 

6 “Adam lay with his wife Eve [literally “knew his wife”], and she became 

pregnant and gave birth to Cain” (Genesis 4:1). 

7 “[The] Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” (Genesis 

2:7). 

8 This general statement of the deep need for relationship with which God 

created humanity, and it’s followed by His specific solution for Adam’s 

immediate problem. The Lord continued, “‘I will make a helper suitable for 

him’” (Genesis 2:18). What God creates, He fills. 

9 Thousands of years later, the Greater than Adam, Jesus Christ, said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore…” (Matthew 

28:18-19). Because He has all authority and power (other passages teach this), 

He sends us to continue His ongoing mission with His delegated authority and 

power. 

10 Chapter nine (the first chapter in the third section) amplifies on this essential 

theme. 

11 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 

share your master’s happiness!’” (Matthew 25:21). Sixty-five different verses 

in Genesis talk about blessing. The best illustration of this is in chapters 48 and 

49 where Jacob blesses his children and grandchildren just before his death. 

12 The phrase “positive affirmations” is popular today, often meaning that if we 

say really positive things about what we would like to become, it will happen. 

Make the statement over and over again out loud, without any “I wish…”, and 

this positive programming will happen. This whistling-in-the dark response is 

far from the scriptural idea. As I use the word affirmation, our affirmation is 

bounded by Reality, not what we would like. God is the center of affirmation, 

not our wishes. No matter how many times we say something, it will not 

necessarily make it true if there is not some connection with Reality. And God 

has already supplied every provision necessary to fulfill what He’s called us to. 

13 My good friend Jeff Augustine, a pastor in Columbus, Ohio, came up with 

this phrase as we were brainstorming from Scripture about these concepts. 

14 Genesis 1:3, 2:7. The key words are “similar to.” We are not gods and never 

will be. But we are created in His creative image. 
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15 This is so important to establish at the outset because it’s part of the creative 

design of God. Most of us have experienced so much failure as mean and 

women, dads and moms, brothers and sisters, workers and employers that we’ve 

ceased believing that we can really succeed. But the creative power of God 

residing with each of His new children says, “The one who calls you is faithful 

and he will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24). 

16 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased.’” (Matt. 3:16-16).  

The reason Jesus was so effective in ministry was the Spirit’s provision and the 

Father’s presence. Peter, an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry, summarizes it this 

way. “You know what has happened throughout Judea…how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around 

doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God 

was with him” (Acts 10:36-37), the Spirit’s provision and the Father’s power. 

17 Dr. Larry Crabb, Inside Out (Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1988), p. 87. 

18 Dr. Larry Crabb, Inside Out (Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1988), p. 87. 

Although every diagram falls short of conveying something so complex as a 

human being, this concept has helped me immensely. I’m thankful to Larry 

Crabb for this insight that dovetailed well with what I see in Scripture. The 

diagram that follows has been adapted from him. 

19 “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone’” (Genesis 2:18). 

20 Larry Crabb, Inside Out (Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1988), p. 87. 

21 Dr. Crabb further clarifies the word “casual” in order to avoid 

misunderstanding. “Some desires I’m calling casual may feel acutely 

meaningful; for example, a clean bill of health when danger signs have caused 

alarm. The feature that discriminates between casual and critical desires, in my 

view, is the issue of personal relationship.” (Larry Crabb, Inside Out (Colorado 

Springs: NavPress, 1988), p. 88). Although I fully admit that this division is 

somewhat arbitrary, the importance of sorting our longings into these categories 

will become evident when we consider the consequences of their frustration. 

22 A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 

1993, used by permission), p. 21. 

23 Dr. Larry Crabb, Connecting (Nashville, TN: Word Publishing, 1997), p. 45. 

24 A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 

1993, used by permission), p. 48. 

25 Dr. Larry Crabb, Connecting (Nashville, TN: Word Publishing, 1997), p. 45. 
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26 As a brief aside, this is one truth from the incarnation (the Son of God leaving 

heaven and becoming fully man without ceasing to be God). The incarnation 

demonstrates that there is something compatible between God and man. 

27 I’ll use the word “paradox” several times because God and His creative 

design is so far beyond our human ability to intellectually grasp. Again, a 

paradox is two truths that appear to contradict each other, but, of course, we 

know in God’s mind no such contradiction exists. We need to hold on to both 

sides of the paradox in tension for now, waiting for God to ultimately clarify 

how they fuse together. 

28 J. I. Packer, Concise Theology (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 

1993), p. 71. 

29 You will find this graphic story in Exodus 32:1-6 (“Come, make us gods who 

will go before us”). 

30 I want to expand on this in a future book, but Neil Anderson in Victory Over 

the Darkness (Gospel Light/Regal Books, Ventura, CA 93003, used by 

permission, 1990), provides us with a lot of help in his chapter on “The Battle 

for the Mind.” 

31 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he 

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). More 

about this in section three. 

32 “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). “You are the light of the world…. 

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 

deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Mat. 5:14, 16). 

33 “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, 

to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. But I am afraid 

that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may 

somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (2 

Corinthians 11:2-3). 

34 This easy process (I call it S-T-U-D-Y, an acronym for Summary, The key 

verse, Uplifts, Difficulty and Your response) will lead to life change over time, 

when practiced consistently as we keep in step with the Spirit. We are not 

changed in the knowing, but through the doing so don’t only focus on the  

“S-T-U-D,” but also on the “Y” as you do it. The truth that changes us is the 

truth put into practice. “Ant-steps” are fine. 

Chapter 3: What’s Gone Wrong? 
1 “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame” (Genesis 

2:25). 
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2 This helpful illustration came from Dallas Willard’s book, Divine Conspiracy 

(San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1998), p. 1. 

3 “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your 

minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to 

Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3). Scripture identifies him as the tempter (1 Thess. 

3:5), adversary (1 Tim. 5:14), accuser (Rev. 12:10), murderer, and liar (John 

8:44) who comes to steal and kill and destroy (John 10:20). 

4 “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your 

minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to 

Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3). Scripture identifies him as the tempter (1 Thess. 

3:5), adversary (1 Tim. 5:14), accuser ( (Rev. 12:10), murderer, and liar (John 

8:44) who comes to steal and kill and destroy (John 10:20). 

5 “Did God really say…”  

 For you to love Him with all your heart?” 

 For you to honor others before yourself?” 

 You fill in the rest of the doubting question! 

6 As an important aside, this goes a long way in distinguishing the Spirit’s 

conviction from Satan’s condemnation. Condemnation involves deception in 

some way. Satan condemns us with a semblance of the truth covering a rotten 

lie at the core. In addition, condemnation usually attacks our identity and tears 

us down, in contrast with God’s conviction which deals with a behavior to build 

us up. 

7 Genesis 2:18. Compare also “the Lord God formed the man from the dust of 

the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became 

a living being” (Genesis 2:7). 

8 1 John 2:1. 

9 Let me amplify on this a bit so you can follow my reasoning through the text.  

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened.” God does 

know that their eyes will be opened. He is not fooled!  

“You will be like God, knowing good and evil.” That is exactly what God says 

in Gen. 3:22. The difference is that Satan implies that this is a good thing, 

whereas God’s heart is broken because He knows the destruction this will 

cause. That is deceit. 

10 Eve and Adam were already made in the very image and likeness of God 

when Satan tempted her to become “like God” (Gen. 1:26-27). “The craftiness 

of the serpent is found in his cunning ability to make Eve think she had to 

become what she in fact already was. How else could he tempt a person who 

already had all she would ever need? The serpent convinced Eve that her life 
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had to be found in doing rather than simply being” (Gregory A. Boyd, 

Repenting of Religion, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2004, p. 146). 

11 Gregory A. Boyd, Repenting of Religion, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 

2004, p. 145 

12 Eve ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil at the center of the 

Garden of Eden. She chose to place her desire to control at the center, rather 

than the other special tree, the Tree of Life. Please note. Sin is not just centered 

on evil, but can also be the knowledge of good. Sin has to do with loosing life 

and relationship because of separation from God, not just with evil. 

13 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…” (Romans 

5:12). 

14 This insightful comparison comes from D. Kidner’s commentary on Genesis 

(Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, Downers Grove, IL: 1967), p. 68). 

Jesus, of course, is referring to the symbolic remembrance in the communion 

elements of His death and His return in power and majesty. 

15 Where was Adam when Eve was dialoging with Satan? “She also gave some 

to her husband, who was with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:6b, emphasis). Eve 

refused to trust in delegated leadership (God’s and Adam’s), but Adam 

passively avoided his responsibility to protect Eve. Who was deceived? Adam 

and Eve, or just Eve? The Bible is suggestive here, giving us just enough to 

know that humanity fell through Adam, not through Eve (Romans 5:12-19) and 

that Satan duped Eve, but Adam was not deceived. “And Adam was not the one 

deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner”  

(1 Timothy 2:14). 

16 Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend, How People Grow (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2001), p. 34. 

17 We experience fears in these four areas when we project toward the future. 

Negative feelings are what we experience in the present moment. 

18 Genesis chapters 4-11 is a sickening description of the downward spiral of sin 

affecting all men, coupled with bursts of the marvelous, intervening mercy and 

grace of God. 

19 I heard this first from John Wimber, founder of the Vineyard Movement. 

20 We shift blame in a number of ways. We act as judge and jury and condemn 

others. We project our problems on those around us. We accuse. We rationalize. 

We dominate. We ridicule. We are sarcastic and overbearing. We pronounce the 

final word when we have no reason. We nit-pick behavior. We wield the sharp 

cudgel of “never” and “always” to make others look bad. We shift the blame to 

others, to our parents, to our environment, all so we can attempt to escape 

personal responsibility. 
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21 Genesis 3:14-19 is a fascinating study to meditate on. All three curses (on the 

serpent/Satan, Eve and Adam) are two-fold and strike at their destiny or calling 

in life. Verses 14-15 first deal with the created animal called the serpent and 

then the spiritual being behind the animal, Satan.  

Verse 16 first speaks to Eve’s gender-based call as the “mother of all the 

living” to reproduce after her kind, and then to her non-gender-based role as 

follower to Adam. Eve was the prototype follower to Adam, and this part of the 

curse, I believe, refers to social order (leadership/followership), not gender. I 

wonder how much confusion has been sewn in the church today because we do 

not usually make this distinction.  

Verses 17-19 focus first on Adam’s prototype role as leader, which he did not 

fulfill when he listened to Eve rather than God. Because of this curse, 

humanity’s ongoing calling and destiny to rule with God over His creation 

demands painful toil. As prototype human being (the first made by God), God 

designed Adam to live forever, but the physical has been radically changed and 

will pass away, although mankind still remains an eternal being with an eternal 

destiny.  

Again, Genesis is the book of beginnings, seed thoughts that later become full 

grown. This will give you something to chew on for a while! 

22 In Book Two, Free Indeed! I will take each of these four areas of battle, 

sketch out Satan’s schemes, and focus on God’s solution. Jesus and His work 

accomplished on the cross is the all-sufficient answer. I will then spend more 

time on “fear of failure,” probably the one area of the four that I struggle the 

most with. 

23 See Genesis 31:34 when Jacob and his family fled from Laban. 

24 “Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ…” (Romans 13:14). 

25 That is always been God’s plan and always will be, as this passage from the 

end of the Bible clearly reveals.  

“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ 

Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift 

of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17).  

“Come” is God’s invitation to drink deeply of His free grace. This is essential 

for healthy spiritual growth, and the enemy will do anything to snatch that seed 

away before it bears fruit. Anything that contradicts this teaching of free grace 

through faith in Christ, both in the teachings of others or in your own thought 

life, is deceit and needs to be taken captive. 

26 John 8:31-32, 36, 42-44. 

27 The solutions that Jesus Christ provides for each of the four barriers created 

by Genesis 3 will be carefully perused in section two, Free Indeed! 
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28 1 Corinthians 15:45-47 uses these powerful images. 

Chapter 4: Big-Picture Dynamic 
1 This perspective has been added 2017 since it’s a crucial lens through which to 

understand the harmony of the Kingdom with the other two pictures. I now see 

all three in the Garden. God the King designed us with His authority as co-

regents with Him to rule (Genesis 1:26-28). God as Father commanded Adam 

and Eve to be fruitful and multiply, filling the earth (Genesis 1:28).God as 

Groom/Husband brought Adam and Eve together as the first couple, modeling 

this aspect of our relationship (Genesis 2:20b-25). The relational God walked 

with them in the favored time of the day, enjoying intimacy of relationship 

(Genesis 3:8). 

2 Chapter 7 in Book II deals with the Family of God” a we look at God as 

Father. I also wrote a booklet called Enjoying God’s Presence, which focuses 

on the intimacy illustrated through this marriage picture. The free download is 

on my website, JimFredericks.com under the “Resources” tab. 

3 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 

possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you 

refuse to come to me to have life….If you believed Moses, you would believe me, 

for he wrote about me” (John 5:39, 5:46). 

4 You can read this brief, but penetrating story in Luke 10:38-42. Note, though, 

that Jesus is not down on Martha (necessary serving), but He is up on the 

highest and best that Mary chose (relationship at His feet). God designed 

humanity for significant purpose (serving God and others), but only out of 

relationship with Him (belongingness). Relationship with Jesus leads to service 

with Him, and in the very act of serving others no matter the cost or return, we 

deepen our friendship with Jesus. This type of serving has a double edge, the 

blessing of serving and also a growing friendship with the Three-in- One God. 

We understand this on a natural level. Often the deepest bonding happens 

through shared experiences, even when the experience or labor together was 

most difficult. Serve! But serve from relationship with Jesus, not to earn His 

favor, which we can never, ever do. Our enemy’s ploy is to draw us away from 

the simplicity of sincere and pure devotion to Christ, just as Eve was deceived 

by the serpent’s cunning (2 Cor. 11:3). 

5 Some of the old-time theologians use the word “luminous” of God. I like it! 

6 E. Stanley Jones has written an excellent book called The Unshakable 

Kingdom and the Unchanging Person (Bellingham, WA: McNett Press, 1972), 

from which I have snagged this idea. 

7 God’s forever Family is an equally important theme to integrate the Bible into 

a cohesive whole. Here I want to focus on God’s Kingdom because of space, 

but chapter 7 deals with the Family of God a bit more. 
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8 God’s realm now exists, as best as I see it now, in the form of little outposts 

scattered throughout the world. Wherever His people walk with Him, 

individually or corporately, partnering to cast His light, the Kingdom realm has 

penetrated into this world system. 

9 Psalm 96:10-13. 

10 Matthew 21:5; 27:11; 27:37; 27:42. 

11 Acts 1:3,;8:12; 14:22; 17:7; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23; 28:31. 

12 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2:19-20; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:23. 

13 Revelation 19:11-16; 21:3-4; 21:22-22:5. 

14 I believe this is at the heart of the biblical doctrine of “hope,” as in Paul’s 

triad of maturity…faith, love and hope. 

15 I’m an eclectic learner who reads widely and synthesizes what I see that is 

consistent with Scripture. I am indebted to the teaching and ministry of John 

Wimber and Bob Fulton and the writings of George Ladd and Derek Morphew 

for many of these insights on the Kingdom of God. A wise man taught me that 

the first time you use an idea you learned from another, say “So-and-so teaches 

that…” The second time, acknowledge, “A wise man once said…” After those 

two acknowledgements, then we are free to teach, “As I have always taught…” 

This tongue-in-cheek humor applies to my beliefs on the Kingdom of God. 

These men have so influenced my thinking on the Kingdom that I can no longer 

distinguish their thoughts from mine. 

16 Read the parables in Matthew 13. The Kingdom of God has life in itself and 

explodes with its life in the hearts of God’s people. 

17 “Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but 

anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this 

age or in the age to come” (Matthew 12:32, emphasis). 

18 George Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans, 1974), p. 48. 

19 “So when they [the disciples after the resurrection] met together, they asked 

him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’” (Acts 

1:6). 

20 Mark 1:15 (NASB) and the chapters that follow in Mark. I’ve often wondered 

why Jesus did not explain the message of the Kingdom of God to these 1st 

century Jews. I believe the best explanation is that His hearers already knew the 

Kingdom well from the OT. Jesus was retelling the familiar story of the OT, but 

in such a way to redirect its normal plot and challenge them to a new course of 

action. 
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21 For me, three truths are clear from Scripture. First, from our study of creation 

in Genesis 1 and 2, humanity was designed to be co-regents with God over His 

creation. Second, Satan is now the pretender prince of this world (Eph. 2:1-3 

and 2 Cor. 4:4, for instance). Third, Jesus will restore mankind’s position as co-

regents and God’s full and total dominion over Satan and his demons (1 Cor. 

15:23-28). By deduction, this illegal seizing or usurping of power most likely 

occurred at the Fall. What is not a clear, direct teaching from Scripture, in my 

opinion, is exactly when and how Satan became prince of this world. This is a 

merely a reasonable deduction from Scripture, which is always fraught with the 

danger of error. Deductions can never be clear, unequivocal scriptural truth. 

22 John 14 30. Ephesians 2:1-3 amplifies on Jesus view. But (and here’s another 

paradox) God is still sovereign. Maintain the tension of this paradox, but please 

don’t get enamored by societal trends. 

23 1 John 3:8b (“the reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s 

work.”) is the explanation of the first chapters of Mark’s Gospel. Notice the 

attack-counterattack warfare that was released as soon as Jesus declared war on 

the prince of this world by proclaiming the Good News that “the time has come; 

God’s right to rule is near.” Read the first two chapters of Mark and you will 

see for yourself that all heaven broke loose. He began to preach the Good News, 
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