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Dedication: I’m greatly indebted to the Apostle John. Later in my 

Christian life, thirty-five years after I was born again, I began to see a 

radically different worldview than the more individualistic one in which I 

had been trained by our Western, “can-do” culture. I was cautiously 

exploring and espousing an ancient/new worldview, beginning with God 

as relational Trinity and with Genesis 1 and 2 before sin entered the 

world. It was astounding the changes I saw in believers…and in myself. 

I returned to some of my “passive mentors” to test this, those writers 

from the past who had greatly impacted how I viewed life. None zeroed 

in on this marvelous view of Christianity as a unified whole, although 

many provided me with quick snatches of light through “windows” in 

their writings. Our Christian worldview begins with God’s Eden-plan, in 

Genesis 1 & 2 before the Fall and with Jesus. The relational Trinity 

initiates to connect, re-creating us as new creations through faith in 

Christ. This high view of redeemed humanity connected with the God of 

abundance then frees us to fully partner with Him in His crusade.  

About this time, Peter Solomos began to teach through the Gospel of 

John chapter by chapter in our home group. I determined to re-study the 

Gospel of John with fresh eyes, best I could, to test what I was seeing as 

an ancient/new paradigm (sometimes I called it Eden-Vision). I was 

blown away, beginning with the Prologue in John 1:1-18. I was 

astounded that I could have read this Gospel for so long and yet missed 

something so central. What a reminder of Ephesians 1:17-18, and God’s 

timing in all of life. So thanks, Peter, for being a catalyst. 

This is a guided look at the Gospel of John, designed to be used in 

smaller, natural learning communities developed for interactive learning 

and with the aim of changing our lives at their most fundamental level. 

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the 
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The Gospel of John 

The Apostle John lived and walked with Jesus personally for almost 

three years as his companion, friend and partner in ministry. From his 

perch toward the close of the 1st century, after sixty years of pondering 

and dialoging over the Master’s word, the Spirit stirred up John to write 

this Gospel as a “satisfied customer.” Twenty-five years since the last, 

previous NT revelation, with particular clarity John sketched what was 

most essential…the Father and Son relationship within the Godhead. The 

Father sent the Son to inaugurate a new creation. The Father’s Son 

recreates humanity and restores relationship with His Father for all who 

believe. John’s Gospel summons God’s people to recover this 1st century 

mental map (a paradigm or worldview) for our 21st century journey. 

“In the beginning!” John’s startling opening words would have 

thrust his listeners back in their mind’s eye to Genesis 1:1…and even 

farther back! In Genesis 1, God speaks and all the original creation 

comes into existence. In deliberate parallel to the opening words of 

Genesis, John presents God as speaking His new creation into existence. 

This time, however, God’s speaking takes on human form as God enters 

history in the person of Jesus, the Word.  

Take a step back and admire John’s Prologue (1:1-18), Reality 

interwoven throughout this Gospel. John deliberately points us back to 

Genesis1 & 2. These carefully crafted verses describe Jesus’ relationship 

with His Father and with humanity. John structured his Prologue by 

highlighting three key verses so we might recover the 1st century’s 

radical view of life. What John scopes out in this Gospel had become the 

ancient worldview for the 1st century church. John sought to ensure this 

worldview would not be lost, overlooked, or neglected by God’s people.  

John 1:1 – “In the beginning” at creation, the Word already was! 

The Word existed in intimate relationship with the Father. The Eternal 

Word is both fully God and also distinguished from God, one of the great 

statements in Scripture about the nature of God. John begins here. In His 

essence, Jesus is equal with the Father, and He also exists as a separate 

person within the divine unity, one God in plurality, oh mystery. 

John 1:14 – The Eternal Word is also the unique Son. In His 

incarnation,  Jesus entered fully and totally into our humanity. He 

experienced the full range of life like us, yet without sin, since sin is an 

intrusion into original humanity. He was no ghost, no aberration. Jesus 

demonstrated for all of us what it means to live as an authentic person 

connected intimately with His Father. Jesus is the Second Man, fully 
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man, everything God ever intended in His Eden-design for humanity. He 

brought eternal life, the very life of the Father and the Son, all the way to 

us. There is no gap. Through our personal choice to believe, Jesus then 

lifts us up into the spaciousness of fellowship with His Father, drawing 

us into their intimate relationship, the perfect model for human life.  

John 1:18 – This unique Son, relating intimately with the Father 

from His side, also showed humanity what God is like (Jesus is fully 

God). He gives us the fullest revelation of God as relational Being, far 

beyond what could have been revealed in the past.  

I cannot imagine three more lofty concepts…and for a Gospel with 

the simplest grammar and the most basic purpose, evangelism (John 

20:31). These paradoxical tensions blow my mental circuits and 

bankrupt human reasoning. John crafted this by design to develop in us a 

theology of awe. It also teems with possibilities, life adequate to remake 

each of us into a full disciple of Jesus and reach all the way to the lost.  

John intends that the whole of the Gospel be read in the light of the 

Genesis creation account and these three unfathomable concepts in this 

prologue. This was the worldview of our 1st century spiritual ancestors. 

John’s astonishing vision of Christianity knows no bounds as our minds 

spin to grasp this ancient way of life. This re-creation worldview is the 

Big-Story of God that history has been moving to restore since Genesis 

3. What else could be adequate to meet the longings in our hearts?  

Jesus Christ is the epicenter of Christianity. Jesus is full of both 

grace and truth (John 1:14). He is love and light, passion governed by 

principle and principle infused with passion…and altogether attractive. 

Our view of Jesus will form our thoughts about Christianity. Let’s 

discover together: Jesus meets our deepest, God-given needs through His 

eternal life, relational life shared with His Father and the Spirit (John 

17:3). John’s Gospel is a call to answer the ultimate questions of life.  

�“What is God like?”  

�“How does this God see me (us)?”  

�“So, what shall we then do?”  

To accomplish this, John selected from the entire life of Jesus seven 

sign-miracles, which witness to Jesus’ words, and seven “I am” 

statements, which are a further Self-revelation of God’s Self-giving heart 

of love. Jesus did not come merely to preach Good News. He Himself is 

the Beautiful News, come to re-create humanity in His image.  

I designed this booklet as a daily guide through the Gospel of John, 

listening and asking/answering questions with progressive understanding 

as active, fully engaged learners in community. For Day 7, use the 

simple format of S-T-U-D-Y to gather weekly insights to share together. 



 

John deliberately crafted his Gospel to fill in the gaps from the other 

three Gospels (John is well over 80% unique). The Gospel of John 

speaks to us in simple language on three profound levels. Although I 

target the last one as my focus in this booklet, all three are crucial. 

First, the unsaved are confronted with the simple message of 

restoring relationship with the Father, Son and Spirit by faith in Jesus. 

Get the lost to read John with you, even before believing. John’s Gospel 

is simple, direct, targeted, and relational, calling humanity to a choice.  

“But these things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name” (John 20:31).  

Second, Jesus models for God’s people how we are sent into the 

world to bring the light of the Beautiful News to the lost with us. Jesus 

viewed the lost as image-bearers, although the image has been shattered. 

He explored and probed God-given core needs in people’s lives. Do you 

sense the inner echoes within yourself for spirituality, for relationship, to 

count in this world, for justice, for beauty, or for adventure? These 

echoes of unfulfilled longings all point to Jesus, even when we have 

turned a deaf ear to Him in the past. He is the answer to the deepest 

desires of our hearts. Jesus lovingly exposed the counterfeits they drew 

on to fill legitimate, God-given needs. In a very relational way, Jesus 

then presented life with His Father and with Himself as our only 

legitimate, fully satisfying choice. Eugene Peterson, in his introduction to 

John’s Gospel in The Message, nails Jesus’ style when he writes:  

“Jesus doesn’t impose salvation as a solution; he narrates 

salvation into being through leisurely conversation, intimate 

personal relationships, compassionate responses, passionate 

prayer, and— putting it all together—a sacrificial death. We 

don’t casually walk away from words like that.”  

Third, John sought to demonstrate how Jesus came to change how 

God’s people think and respond. His aim was not simply facts, which 

change what we think, but renewed minds, which transform how we 

think from the inside out at the most fundamental level, our worldview. 

John writes passionately so the ground reclaimed through Christianity by 

the end of the 1st century would not slip away. John is insistent. God’s 

people are called into His presence to begin our thinking with the Father, 

the Son and the Spirit and His choice to partner with His re-created 

image-bearers. Throughout this Gospel, John relates Jesus’ intimate 

relationship with His Father (John 14:10), and then summons us into a 

similar relationship (John 14:20). Jesus walked fully as a man and did 



 The Gospel of John / 7 

 

not leave open the cop out, “He’s God, I’m not; therefore I can’t.” Jesus 

gave us an authentic model and a call to radically follow Him.  

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21). 

I mentioned the incarnation in John 1:14. This is certainly one of the 

astounding mysteries of Scripture, maybe second only to the Trinity, yet 

fundamental to experiencing NT Christianity. The 2nd Person of the 

Godhead became fully man without ceasing to be God. This breathtaking 

Reality is far beyond my ability to intellectually grasp. In the incarnation, 

God was finally able to reveal who He is (John 1:18). With the coming 

of His Son, the intimacy of the Father-Son relationship as Family finally 

makes sense and can be made known (John 1:1f + 14:7-9 with the entire 

chapter). The incarnate Son “exegetes” the Father, demonstrating His 

heart for His people and the depths of His life (John 1:18 + 1 John 4:11).  
 In the incarnation, God clearly demonstrates the Plurality-in-

Unity of the Godhead. The Old Testament first laid down an 
accurate understanding of the unity in God, that is, He is one 
God (Deuteronomy 6:1-7). With the blazing revelation of God’s 
unique Son, the diversity of the three distinct Persons within the 
Godhead could finally be revealed (Hebrews 1:1-4, John 1:1). 

 In the incarnation, God reveals His high view of His redeemed 
people and the fuller sweep of God’s plans for them. This could 
have only been known through the coming of His Son as Model 
humanity. Jesus is the Model Man, the Second Man (1 Cor. 
15:47) showing us what God has always intended for humanity 
(John 1:14). The incarnation demonstrates that something in 
human-life so corresponds with God-life that it’s possible for 
God to become man without compromising either humanity or 
Deity. Now, also don’t swing into the other desert: that man can 
become God. An infinite chasm separates uncreated Deity from 
created life. Embrace these paradoxical tensions, which leave 
our mouths gaping in wide-open wonder with a theology of awe! 

 In the incarnation, our relational God became man, providing 
the perfect, infinite sacrifice to remove the sins of the world for 
each person who embraces Jesus as God come in the flesh (John 
1:14, 1 John 4:2). Jesus is the Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45), 
fully dealing with all that Adam messed up. Calculate how 
highly God values humanity (and you) as you calculate the 
monumental price He was willing to pay to redeem His people. 

Where do you stand with this Jesus? Do you see all your life 

embraced by and lived out within the community of the Father, Son and 

Spirit? John summons us to rethink our brand of Christianity in light of 

the blazing revelation of the Son’s relationship with His Father.     



 

___Week 1, Day 1___ 
  Read: John 1:1-18  

Who is this Jesus who has impacted so many millions of lives over 

the last 2,000 years? The opening words of John’s Gospel contain an 

encyclopedia of truth about the unique person and work of Jesus Christ 

and His relationship with His Father.  

1. Summarize in a few words these three key, pillar verses, which John 

sets apart with word usage, grammar, and structure:  

v. 1  
 

 

v. 14  
 

 

v. 18  
 

 

Jesus is called the Word four times in this passage. A word is 

a means of openly communicating a thought that has been 

previously hidden in our heart and mind. Why? So others can 

know what is on the speaker’s heart.  

Jesus is the Word, the unique Son, sent by the Father. A Word 

reveals. Jesus is the only One who reveals what has been on 

God’s heart since before creation. Our hearts long to tap into 

who the Father is and all the Father has ever intended for 

humanity (see John 14:9). And wonder of wonders! In 

becoming a man, Jesus never diminishes His relationship with 

His Father (even though He suffered separation at the instant 

He died for us on the cross). What a high view of humanity 

Jesus reveals. 

2. In verse 9, John calls Jesus “the true light.” What is the purpose of 

light? And how do you think light could relate to Jesus?  

 

 

3. What is the one condition for becoming a child of God, permanently 

adopted into His Forever Family (note contrast between “not 

receive” in v 11 and received” in v 12)? - 12-13 
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4. John the Baptist and John the co-author (John never refers to himself 

by name in his Gospel) make many claims or assertions about Jesus 

in these verses. Mark the statements with a “W” where your response 

is something like: “WOW!” Then write a short response below.  
 

v. 1 The Word (Jesus) was God, and therefore still is.  
 

v. 2 The Word was with God before time.  
 

v. 3 All things were made through the Word, Jesus.  
 

v. 4 In Him is life that is the light for all humanity.  
 

v. 12 To all who receive Him, they become His children.  
 

v. 14a He lived among us on earth, in every way fully man.  
 

v. 14b He is the unique, one-of-a-kind Son sent by the Father.  
 

v. 16 We all receive one blessing upon another from Him.  
 

v. 17 Grace and truth come through Jesus.  
 

v. 18 Jesus has shown us who His Father really is.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only a scholar can write an encyclopedia in 18 volumes. But 

John wrote an encyclopedia of truth about Jesus in just 18 

verses. It will take you a lifetime, and more, to comprehend 

and experience the full scope of Jesus Christ, the unique Son 

of God. Jesus is the Word and the Son, Light and Life. You are 

on a lifelong adventure to discover who He is and what He has 

done. Your concept of Jesus Christ will determine your view of 

Christianity. Christianity is relationship with Jesus and with the 

Father through faith (John 17:3). Enjoy the adventure of 

discovery.  



  

 

_____ Week 1, Day 2 _____  
 Read: John 1:19-51  

Begin by first rapidly reading John 1:19-51 with a desire to see Jesus 

and answer Paul’s first question to Jesus when Paul met him on the 

Damascus Road, “Who are you, Lord?”  

1. What is Jesus called in the following verses? Circle the name that 

you best identify with today.  

v. 34, 49     Son of G                       v. 38, 49 ____________  

 

v. 41 _______________                 v. 45 Jesus of Nazareth  

 

v. 49    King of Israel                         v. 51 Son of G_____                        

 

In addition to Jesus’ names, look at the extraordinary words 

and works. Jesus prophetically looked at Simon, and changed 

his name to what he would become, a “rock” (42). He called 

disciples to Himself like a Rabbi, although He lacked the 

official training (43). Jesus saw Nathanael in the Spirit (48) and 

let them know these men would later see angels on Him (51). 

Jesus is indeed an extraordinary man!  

2. Every Gospel mentions Jesus’ baptism because of its importance 

(Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). What does John 

mention about Jesus’ baptism in 32-34, reflecting back on what he 

had previously seen and experienced?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who is Jesus according to John 1:29 (compare also 1:36)? And why 

do you think Jesus was called by this description?  
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Thousands upon thousands of lambs had been slain through 

Jewish sacrifices over the centuries before Jesus came. These 

sacrifices simply pointed forward to Jesus, postponing the 

separation for God’s people one more year until Jesus came. 

Every slain animal then was a graphic visual aid pointing to the 

fully sufficient sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  

The Lord Jesus Christ died in our place on the cross, as our 

substitute, His life for ours. He took once for all time all the 

punishment for every one of your sins and mine. “Himself for 

me” is the great exchange. 

Removing sin is essential, but not ultimate. Jesus as the Lamb 

of God removes every barrier that breaks relationship with the 

Father. Jesus as the Son of God and Son of Man restores that 

intimate relationship forever. Family-life with the Father and 

Son has always been on God’s heart.  

4. Who did Jesus and His friends invite in this personal, relational way 

to “come and see” and “follow Me”?  

 

v. 39  

 

v. 40-42  

 

v. 45-46 

 

 

Notice the low-key way that Jesus begins to invite and include. 

This response is within the ability of all of us to do. It’s so 

natural. Loneliness is so crushing, and relationship so life-

releasing. Joy is incomplete until it’s shared with others. Both 

Andrew and Philip were “satisfied customers.” They found in 

Jesus what they had been longing for all their lives. So they 

immediately shared their joy in Jesus by inviting their friends to 

Him. “Come and see” since Christianity is all about 

relationship; first upward toward God and also outward, 

embracing others to draw them in. What a simple example this 

relational model is for us in the 21st century. Invite and include. 

How are you practicing this welcoming ministry in your life as a 

“satisfied customer”?  



  

 

_____ Week 1, Day 3 _____  
 Read: John 2:1-25  

Jesus was often in social contexts because relationship with others is 

so central to how He draws others to “come & see.” Notice it was the 

servants in whose hands the miracle of turning water into wine occurred 

in verses 7-9?  

1. Why do you think Jesus chose to do His 1st miraculous sign this 

way?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1st miracle, turning of water to wine, happened in the 

hands of the servants. Jesus wants God’s people to know that 

no Christian is too weak, young, or insignificant to be used of 

God. It’s not primarily about us, but about partnering with 

Jesus in serving, even in simple arenas. Jesus tells us: “We 

can all play.” All can participate together with Jesus in His 

current, ongoing ministry (compare Acts 1:1).  

2. In verse 4, Jesus uses a mysterious and fascinating phrase with His 

mom, “My time has not yet come.” A similar phrase is threaded 

throughout the Gospel of John (7:6-8, 7:30, 8:20). Then shortly 

before the cross, Jesus prays to His Father, “the time has come” 

(also 12:23, 13:1). Do you have any guesses what this might mean?  
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God has an eternal plan. Nothing catches God by surprise. 

Jesus is the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. The 

Old Testament speaks of Christ (John 5:39, 5:46). Christ 

Himself is the goal toward which the entire Old Testament was 

moving. Since the Fall of mankind in Genesis 3, all God’s 

movements have pointed toward Calvary where Jesus died to 

restore His people back to intimacy with the Father. Restored 

intimacy into this Divine Community through faith in Christ has 

always been His unchanging Eden-plan. Jesus lived His life in 

step with His Father with this end in mind. “My time has come” 

and “It’s finished” blend together on the cross.  

3. When Jesus cleaned out “MY” Father’s house (v 16), the Jews 

demanded to see Jesus’ credentials. In response, what did Jesus 

predict three years before it happened? And what does this tell you 

about Jesus? - 19, 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. According to verse 23, what was the result of the miraculous signs 

Jesus was doing (compare also 2:11)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turning water into wine is the first of seven sign-miracles in 

John’s Gospel. Sign-miracles act like a signpost, primarily for 

unbelievers. A good signpost points to something of 

importance so people can journey in the right direction. Signs 

in the Gospel of John point to Jesus Christ. They validate His 

words, inviting us to share in His glory with His Father.  



  

 

_____ Week 1, Day 4 _____  
 Read: John 3:1-21  

Nicodemus was the teacher of Israel. Jews from all over the world 

came to him for answers. Yet I suspect Nic had a deep, unsatisfied 

longing within, an unfulfilled, God-given need for significance. He came 

at night, secretly, probably with a fear of what his leadership buddies 

would think of him for coming to this “unlearned” Galilean. Jesus 

deliberately directs His words to Nic’s counterfeit attempt to fill this 

legitimate need to count in life in an illegitimate way. 

1. In 3:3 and 3:5-7, Jesus pointed Nicodemus to a radically different 

realm of life than rules-keeping. How can one enter this new realm? 

And where does Jesus say true life lies?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. John alludes to an Old Testament story that would be familiar to 

Nicodemus. God brought a plague because of Israel’s rebellion. The 

plague was removed and relationship with God restored as the 

Israelites lifted their eyes in faith to a bronze snake on the standard 

(you find this in Numbers 21:4-9 in the Old Testament). Similarly, 

when Jesus is lifted up on the cross, what is the one condition and the 

far reaching result in verse 15?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eternal life is not simply a length of life, but a kind of life. It’s 

the same life the Father and Son have always experienced 

with each other, relational life at its core. “This is eternal life: 

that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent” (John 17:3).  
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3. Read rapidly through 3:16-21. Jesus is the turning point for each of 

our lives. Jot down the contrast between life with Jesus and life 

without Jesus.  

        With Jesus                                            Without Jesus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a point of interest, Jesus continues to reveal His unique 

relationship with the Father. For instance, note that in 3:11, 

Jesus uses the word “we,” pointing to His Father. He also 

claims to have come down from heaven, another claim to a 

unique relationship with His Father (13). Notice throughout this 

Gospel how John progressively interweaves this theme of the 

unique Sonship of Jesus.  

4. John 3:16 is one of the best known verses in John. Copy the verse in 

the space below, as you break it into its parts. Think about what this 

superb verse says. (It would be great if you could memorize it).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eternal life is a quality of life that opens up for God’s people 

the same depth of relationship that humanity first received with 

the “kiss of life” in Genesis 2:7. Eternal life does not begin with 

death. Eternal life begins with faith in Jesus Christ and 

continues uninterrupted forever. Jesus came to re-create 

humanity in His image in order to restore the same intimacy He 

has with His Father. “You must be born again,” a second birth 

into this new humanity. A single birth is not enough. 



  

 

_____ Week 1, Day 5 _____  
 Read: John 3:22-36  

1. How does John the Baptist, the friend of the Bridegroom, respond to 

Jesus, the Bridegroom? – 3:28-30  

 

 

 

 

 

OK, if Jesus is the Bridegroom, who is His Bride? This picture 

points to the most intimate relationship of God’s people with 

Him, something that could only have been explored after Jesus 

came and revealed His relationship within the Trinity. Later 

Paul explores this aspect of God’s people as the Bride of 

Christ in more detail (i.e. 2 Corinthians 11:2).  

2. Note the variety of ways in which John the Baptist describes Jesus in 

verses 30-35. Circle one that impacts you personally.  
 

30 greater than himself 
 

31 above all  
 

31 comes from heaven  
 

34 speaks God’s words  
 

34 has the Spirit without measure  
 

35 loved by the Father  
 

35 everything placed in His hands  

 

3. Notice the prominence of the Spirit of God so early in this Gospel 

(1:33, 3:8, 3:34). What do you think verse 34 teaches about Jesus?  
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“The Christian’s life in all its aspects—intellectual and ethical, 

devotional and relational, up-surging in worship and outgoing 

in witness—is supernatural; only the Spirit can initiate and 

sustain it” (J. I. Packer). This is true of Jesus’ life and it’s true 

of the lives of His people. “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with 

you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you…. ‘Receive 

the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:21-22).  

4. How would you briefly summarize in your own words what verse 36 

teaches about the Son, Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the dilemma:  
 God created every person to pour His love into, enjoying 

personal, intimate, mutually satisfying relationship with him/her.  
 God hates sin since sin separates from His presence, which is our 

destiny, and erects barriers that destroy the people He loves.  
 So God must punish all sin with a desire to wipe it out.  

All people have sinned and are therefore separated from God and His 

loving life, provision and purpose for their lives. There must be some 

way for mercy and justice to meet. Where can love kiss righteousness?  

God solved this dilemma in the person of Jesus. Jesus Christ died in 

our place on the cross to pay the just penalty for sin. God in His mercy 

and love is then free to lavish His forgiveness and free gift of eternal life 

on everyone who believes in Jesus. The intimate, mutually enjoyable, 

energizing relationship planned in His Eden-creation is restored.  

The Bible now views all of mankind divided into two kinds or races 

of people (John 1:11-12, 3:36).  
 Those who choose to remain in Adam in the darkness of their 

separation and sin, and  
 those who choose to receive the gift of life through faith in Jesus 

Christ and are restored to relationship with the Father, Son and 
Spirit..  

Which race are you, in Adam” by birth or “in Christ” by rebirth?  

“Have you embraced life through Jesus Christ?”  

Yes _______        No _______ 



  

 

_____ Week 1, Day 6 _____  
 Read: John 4:1-45  

Jesus knew that most Jews of His day avoided all contact with the 

half-breed Samaritans, traveling to the other side of the Jordan River to 

bypass Samaria. Also with women, specifically with a woman with a 

history of five divorces. Not so with Jesus. Jesus’ compassion and sense 

of justice moved Him so He “had to” go through Samaria (4) to cut 

across the social stigmas of His day and to reach out. He restored the 

disenfranchised to relationship with God, ignoring the cultural prejudices 

of His day to minister to one, alone, empty person in need. Jesus knows 

how to reach the spiritually bankrupt with the “Beautiful News.”  

1. Jesus shares with the Samaritan woman in verses 10 and 13-14, 

using a graphic image. Why do you think He uses this image?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I suspect this Samaritan woman was eagerly yearning for 

relationship and to be appreciated for who she was. Can you 

identify? By contrast, she was an outcast, the least in her own 

marginalized society since she was forced to draw water in the 

heat of day. The Samaritan woman had a cavernous, God-

given need for satisfying relationships. The woman had 

attempted to fill this in an illegitimate, ultimately unsatisfying 

way with men. Jesus approached her at this point of thirst and 

offered “living water.” Jesus still approaches lost people at their 

point of thirst.  

2. What two qualities does the Father insist on for “true” worshippers? - 

23-24  
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God, the Father, invites, initiates, seeks, and draws people to 

worship Him, to experience Reality, to touch Life. First and 

foremost we need to know the truth of what God is like. The 

Holy Spirit touching our spirit then kindles this within us. This is 

worship, worshipping in Spirit and in truth, God’s Eden-design 

and our lifelong pursuit as His Bride.  

3. The woman encountered Jesus, the “Living Water,” the One who 

refreshes and satisfies the deepest needs of life. Then because of her 

joy, she immediately invited her town to “come, see” (29). Why do 

you think those who meet Jesus immediately invite others to come to 

Jesus and see?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Jesus mentions the coming “harvest” in 4:35. Can you think of two 

or three friends, relatives or work acquaintances who do not yet 

know Jesus personally? List those in your social web and begin to 

pray that God would reach them…and might be pleased to use you. 

“Come, see.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eugene Peterson writes regarding Jesus’ style of evangelizing:  

“Jesus doesn’t impose salvation as a solution; he narrates 

salvation into being through leisurely conversation, intimate 

personal relationships, compassionate responses, passionate 

prayer” (The Message).  

Are you willing to reach out like this despite social stigma to 

minister as Jesus did? Check one. 

I already do ____    Yes, I am ____    I’m not sure ____    No ____           



  

 

_____ Week 1, Day 7 _____  
 Read: John 4:46-5:15  

The short first stage of ministry (“Come & See,” lasting 4 or 5 

months) is most prominently taught in the  

previous chapters, mostly unique to John’s  

Gospel. Jesus invited people to Himself to  

check out this new way of living with little  

initial commitment. Jesus now launches  

His next stage, “Come & Follow Me” (see the parallel time line in 

Matthew 4:18-20, Mark 1:16-20 & John 5:1- 47), spending more 

intensive time with His twelve. “Focus on the few to win the many.” 

For the kind of life to which Jesus calls His followers, a robust faith 

is non-negotiable. Faith is believing what God says, resting our weight 

fully in it, and acting. It’s spelled “R I S K” and can also be compared to 

a muscle. Both faith and muscles grow stronger with exercise.  

1. Look at the growing faith of the royal official revolving around the 

2nd sign-miracle. What did he believe in each of these verses?  
 

v. 49  
 

 

v. 50  
 

 

v. 53  
 

 
 

Believing is summed up in Hebrews 12:2 this way: “Let us fix 

our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” Faith 

is the continuous gaze of the soul upon God and upon His 

promises. Take a moment now. Turn your eyes steadfastly on 

Jesus.  

2. Read the 3rd sign-miracle in 5:1-15. Why do you suppose Jesus 

asked the disabled man this puzzling question in 5:6?  
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3. Why were the Jews trying to kill Jesus in verse 18 (compare verses 

16-17)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blasphemy means “to speak of God irreverently.” The Jews 

understood Jesus’ claim to be equal with God the Father. The 

Old Testament demanded death as punishment for any false 

claim to be God. No good Jew would ever call God “MY 

Father,” instead using “our Father.” No orthodox Jew would 

claim to be partnering equally with God My Father. The Jewish 

sense of God’s otherness and their deep reverence and awe 

were too great. By calling the Father “My” and claiming to do 

the “same” works, Jesus claims full equality with the Father. 

His enemies clearly understood this claim and thus tried to kill 

Him. Do you and I understand Jesus’ full equality with the 

Father today as well as His enemies did then? 

4. What did Jesus claim was the source of His fruitful ministry in 

verses 19?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. S. Lewis writes: “A man who was merely a man and said 

the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 

teacher. He would either be a lunatic— on a level with the man 

who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil 

of Hell. You must make your choice. You can fall at his feet 

and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any 

patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. 

He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to” (“Mere 

Christianity,” p. 56).  



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 1 _____  
 Read: John 5:16-47  

1. The Jews understood Jesus’ claim to equality with God, the Father 

(5:17-18). Jesus did not back down, despite the attempt of the Jewish 

leaders to kill Him. He reinforced this astounding Reality with a 

seven-fold Self-declaration of who He is, one of the clearest passages 

revealing unity with His Father. These claims cannot be made by any 

sane, merely mortal man. What is this seven-fold claim of the 

equality of Jesus with His Father in the following verses?  

 

# 1 - v. 19 -  Equality in partnering together in serving 

 

# 2 - v. 20 -  Equality in ____________________________  

 

# 3 - v. 21 -  Equality in ____________________________  

 

# 4 - v. 22 -  Equality in ____________________________  

 

# 5 - v. 23 -  Equality in ____________________________  

 

# 6 - v. 26 -  Equality in ____________________________  

 

# 7 - v. 27-30 -  Equality in __________________________  

 

What is your personal verdict about Jesus?  

LIAR? ___   LUNATIC? ___   LORD? ___   Why?  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

I made my decision 40+ years ago that Jesus is Lord. I don't regret a 

single moment since that life-changing choice. Jesus is such a good 

friend and so attractive…even in our toughest times  
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2. A Jewish law court required a minimum of two witnesses to validate 

any testimony. Jesus, sent by the Father, calls no fewer than five 

other witnesses to support His claims. List the witnesses.  

 

Witness # 1 - v. 33-35 John the Baptist  
 

Witness # 2 - v. 36 ________________________________  
 

Witness # 3 - v. 37-38 _____________________________  
 

Witness # 4 - v. 39-40 _____________________________  
 

Witness # 5 - v. 45-47 Moses in the Old Testament  

 

3. Jesus did not seek to please Himself (30) or other men (41). Jesus 

only sought to please His Father (30) because the Father sent Jesus in 

His name (43). What stumbling block to faith do you see in 5:44?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Verse 5:24 is both an invitation and a challenge…a great way to 

share the Good News. What are the two conditions and the resulting 

promises?  
 

1st condition: 
 

2nd condition: 

 
 

1st promise: 
 

2nd promise: 
 

3rd promise: 

 



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 2 _____  
 Read: John 6:1-29  

John wrote his Gospel to fill in the gaps (cp. John 21:25). He 

therefore spends little time on the 2nd stage of preparation, “Come & 

Follow Me,” since the other Gospels do. John 6 begins the sifting to 

launch the 3rd and final stage before sending out His disciples (“Come & 

Be with Me,” developing emerging leaders; see Mark 3:13-14, John 

6:1f). He increases His intensive time with His twelve, without 

neglecting the masses, even as religious antagonism increases 

dramatically. Jesus focused on the few in order to reach the many. In 

chapter 6, Jesus also dramatically exposes His disciples’ primary limiting 

factor. They insisted on “discipleship on my own terms.” Instead Jesus 

sketches the essential orientation of our lives, beginning every thought 

and response with the primacy of the Father and Son (see 6:60-66).  

1. Briefly summarize the responses you see in the following men in this 

4th sign-miracle, the feeding of the 5,000.  
 

Philip – 7  
 

 

Andrew - 8-9  
 

 

The five barley loaves (9) were not like our loaves, but more 

like a dinner roll. Would you have believed that someone could 

feed 5,000 hungry men plus families with the equivalent of 5 

tuna sandwiches?! Jesus challenges us to think differently.  

Jesus – 11  
 

 

The natural, “seen” realm robbed the disciples’ frame of 

reference of seeing possibilities (a “poverty mentality”). The 

disciples saw a great problem and their limited resources and 

said: “Impossible!” thus shutting down their creativity to serve 

others. Jesus saw a real problem and a great Provider and 

said: “Done!” even thanking His Father in advance (6:11, 6:23). 

Jesus partnered with His disciples so that the miracle occurred 

in their hands as they faithfully obeyed (Matthew 13:18-21).  
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2. Briefly describe the remarkable events in this 5th sign-miracle. Do 

you personally find these believable?  
 

v. 19  

 

v. 21  

 

The problem with miracles has never been authentication, but 

rather acceptance from open hearts. As a pattern, Jesus 

follows up His sign-miracles by driving home a profound 

spiritual point. Jesus’ focus was never miracles, but miracles 

as part of the evangelistic process toward belief. Jesus calls us 

into His presence so we will launch all our thinking from this 

relationship with the Father and Son, as they initiate to draw 

people into His life-giving presence.  

3. In verse 26-27, Jesus exposes the motivation of the crowd, even as 

He reveals more of His own relationship with His Father. What did 

Jesus point to as essential?  

 

 

 

 

4. Verse 6:29 shatters a commonly held false mentality sown into our 

world, “performance in order to please.” “I must do something to 

earn this wonderful life.” What is “the work of God” that Jesus calls 

us all to “do” in 6:29?  

 

 
 

 

 

“Do” or “done”? Every other religion in the world is a 

“works” religion – “do something to earn God’s favor.” 

Christianity is from start to finish a “grace” religion – “God 

the Father has already done it all in Jesus Christ.” We 

simply need to embrace it, living out of this relationship by 

responding in faith. Living the Christian life is “do-able” 

because of what Christ has already “done.” Jesus wants 

from us what we freely give.  



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 3 _____  
 Read: John 6:30-59  

1. It’s been said that Jesus’ relationship with His Father is like a dance. 

How does 6:57 support this statement?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a remarkable passage! Jesus progressively reveals His 

life and relationship with His Father, both intimate and 

immediate. This interactive Plurality-in-Unity is something that 

had to remain hidden until the Son of God came and lived out 

a relationship of such oneness with His Father that His 

disciples came to believe that Jesus is also God.  

Set aside time to rapidly reread this passage, looking only for 

the relationship with His Father that Jesus constantly points to 

(for instance, 32, 33, 37, 38, 39, 40, 44, 45, 46). Also, how can 

this apply to you today in light of Jesus’ words to His followers 

in John 20:22?  

5. Two key themes directly led to many of Jesus’ disciples leaving Him 

because of the hard sayings (6:60 & 6:66). Both themes undercut the 

myth of human merit. Briefly summarize each theme below.  

Drawn by the Father                         Preserved by Jesus  

 37  37  
 

 39  39  
 

 40  
 

 44  44  
 

 45  
 

  54  
 

  58  
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6. Surrounding this 1st “I am” statement (6:35), Jesus repeatedly 

claimed to be “bread for the life of the world.” How can a person get 

some of this “Bread” (6:51-58)?  

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is the Bread of Life (6:35). In Bible times, bread was the 

staple food to sustain life. Even though the bread may be tasty 

and nourishing, it doesn’t satisfy until it’s eaten. That is the 

word-picture behind the strange, almost cannibalistic sounding 

phrases, “feed on him” and “eat his flesh” (50-57).  

Faith is so vital as the one condition for relationship (40b, 47b) 

that John uses several word-pictures. Faith in Jesus is like 

feeding on bread and digesting it so that it nourishes and 

strengthens our spiritual life (also like drinking water and 

coming in need to a friend). Jesus meets our most basic 

spiritual needs by imparting His own life, eternal life with the 

Father, drawing His people into the intimacy of His presence.  

7. Words grouped around the concept of “life” are used 17 times in 

these few verses. Read the passage again quickly, focusing only on 

“life” to capture the flow. How has this begun to change your 

everyday life?  

 

 

 

 

 

Life! Life is something we are, not a commodity we merely 

have. If your baker came by and demanded that you return 

yesterday’s loaf of bread, which you had eaten and digested, 

the request would be foolish. The bread is now an integral part 

of you. Jesus is the “bread of life!” We ingest and digest Jesus 

by faith. The instant you believe, you “eat” the Bread of Life. 

That life can no more be taken back than a loaf of digested 

bread. We are eternally secure and safe in Jesus. God 

preserves eternal life. Be certain of that!  



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 4 _____  
 Read: John 6:60-7:27  

1. John 6:60 and 6:66 are puzzling verses…when we know Jesus 

intimately and are drawn into the same life-releasing relationship He 

has with His Father. Why do you think many disciples left?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Father takes the initiative to give, desire, draw and enable 

people to believe (6:37, 39, 40, 44, 65). Just as in our 

individualistic, self-driven society today, people had a difficult 

time in the 1st century with this clear teaching in Scripture that 

eliminates human merit. God’s prior initiative to draw people to 

Himself and preserve them all the way into heaven offends our 

minds and bankrupts our idea of self-determination.  

The 1st century disciples called it a “hard teaching” (60) and 

“many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” 

(66). They wanted “discipleship on their own terms.” For me, 

it’s one of the most comforting truths in Scripture to know that 

my powerful Father so loves me and delights in me that He 

does everything needed to draw and woo me into His 

presence and to keep me secure. Jesus still gives us the same 

choice today, “Do you want to leave too?” (67)  

8. Why do you think Jesus stayed longer in Galilee, rather than going to 

Jerusalem? – 7:6-9  
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Jesus’ brothers had a similar false idea as today. “Great 

people become public figures of fame” (7:3-4). “Jesus, you 

need a marketing agent to promote you properly, to draw the 

crowds.” Jesus would have none of it! Instead He chose to live 

an “understated” life as a servant without a need for popularity 

or prestige, pouring His life into His followers. 

9. What does Jesus express about the response and motivation of His 

life in verses 7:17-18? And what can you adopt from this for your 

own life?  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“Obedience of faith precedes understanding.” A principle of 

Kingdom living is this: “What we can live without, we will go 

without.” God gives what He has promised according to our 

thirst, according to our “I-can’t-live-without-it passion.” In the 

spiritual realm, what has God promised that you thirst to know, 

appropriate, and experience more personally? How will you 

respond?  

10. How we view Jesus determines how we respond to Him. Opinions 

varied in His time, as they do today. Read 7:1-24 rapidly and mark 

the different opinions people had about Jesus. When you have jotted 

down their views, consider whether you hear similar false ideas 

today (or have one yourself!)  
 

v 7:5 – half-brothers  
 

v. 7:12 - crowd  
 

v 7:15 - Jews  
 

v. 7:20 - crowd  
 

v. 7:25-27 – people in Jerusalem  
 

 



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 5 _____  
 Read: John 7:28-53  

1. Again in 7:28-29, Jesus describes an aspect of His intimate, 

interactive relationship with His Father who sent Him into the world. 

Briefly describe this, remembering that Jesus calls us to experience 

the same intimacy with the Father, Son and Spirit (John 17:26).  

 

 

 

 

 

The Trinity is our model for life. Knowing that God designed us 

in the image of this Unity-in-Three shatters two large threats, 

which many of us wrestle with. First, isolation or aloneness 

raises the fear that we will never experience the intimacy for 

which our hearts crave. Second, absorption or being 

smothered in community raises the fear that my individuality 

will be extinguished. Both intimacy and uniqueness are part of 

God’s Eden-intent for His people, diversity in unity. 

11. The well-studied Pharisees were confused when Jesus said He was 

going to go away (7:33-36). By contrast, how did the common folk 

respond? - 31  

 

 

 

 

 

12. This entire passage builds toward the crescendo of Jesus’ offer of an 

extraordinary promise to the crowd. Briefly summarize these 

following ideas.  

7:37 –  The one condition  

 

7:37-38 – The necessary responses  

 

 

7:38 –  The extraordinary result  
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Health experts tell us that water is essential for every function 

in a well-balanced body. It’s no surprise, then, that the Bible 

paints a far-reaching picture of God’s bountiful and ever 

renewing supply with the intriguing use of water. Rivers flow, 

but they are always connected to their Source, in this case to 

God Himself.  

“Rivers” (plural), torrents describe the abundant, profuse, 

overflowing resources of our Big God’s own life to meet our 

deepest thirst. This eternal life can then be poured out of the 

deepest recesses of our being to bring life and refreshment to 

others.  

13. From his perch sixty years later, John adds a fascinating commentary 

in verse 39. Who comes personally as this river flowing from within 

mentioned in verse 38, giving life and refreshment to all who 

believe?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit is not a liquid to fill an empty vessel or an 

impersonal influence. He is God Himself (equally God with the 

Father and Son), a Person who desires to transform our lives. 

God the Father has provided this great and indispensable 

Resource for practical Christian living. The Holy Spirit already 

lives within every believer, waiting for His latent power to be 

recognized and unleashed with astonishing fruitfulness.  

Functioning without the Holy Spirit is kind of like owning a 

grocery store and going hungry. With this insight about Who is 

the water, it might be beneficial to reread 4:13-15 again. The 

Spirit of God is that “spring of water welling up to everlasting 

life,” carrying us into the very presence of God.  



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 6 _____  
 Read: John 8:1-30  

The story of the woman caught in adultery in verses 8:1-11 is a 

beautiful picture of compassionate, caring ministry. Certainly, moral 

purity is important since God is a holy God. But why? God longs to 

remove everything that hinders intimate relationship with Him. Jesus saw 

inner beauty and worth in this woman and desired to draw out this 

radiance. Unfortunately, this flow of inner beauty had been blocked. 

1. How does Jesus model forgiveness balanced with a desire to 

encourage and challenge? In other words, how did Jesus “confront 

sin without condemning or judging” in verse 11?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you understand the 2nd “I am” statement of Jesus in 8:12, 

His claim to be the “light of the world”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take away the sunlight that warms and energizes, releases life 

and creates beauty, brings health and illuminates the world, 

and nothing would live for long. The sun is a crucial energy 

source for life.  

What the sun is to physical life, the Son is to spiritual life. With 

the sunlight, life grows, blossoms, and flourishes. With Christ, 

a person can grow, blossom and flourish spiritually. Notice the 

breadth of this promise, to “whoever follows me.” Today take 

special note of the sunlight outside and thank God for His 

“Sonlight” in your life!  
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3. At every turn in this passage, the Jews are badgering, challenging 

and trying to entrap Jesus. How does His Father sustain Jesus in 

these tough battles in life? – 8:16-18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What does Jesus say about His relationship with His Father? – 8:26-

29?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus lived out life as an “ideal” Son, a relationship with His 

Father into which He draws all His people (John 14:20 & 

20:21). Jesus always did “what pleases” His Father. This is the 

open secret of Jesus life of power and impact, as it is with us. 

We will also be transformed into the Father’s likeness when 

this always-what-the-Father pleases attitude is our aim.  

The Father always has our best interests on His heart. His 

likeness means being progressively changed into His love and 

compassion, His purity and mercy, His gentleness and 

humility. This change will take time (and won’t always be 

comfortable!), but He is not in a rush. And change will open up 

a more intimate, personal relationship with the Father that will 

displace loneliness as we realize we are never alone. Because 

we are His children, we can experience the unconditional love, 

unfailing protection, continuous care, and genuine acceptance 

of the Father.  



  

 

_____ Week 2, Day 7 _____  
 Read: John 8:31-59  

1. What is one, necessary response to be Jesus’ disciple and enjoy life 

with Him forever in verse 31-32?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus came to transform how we view life, our mental 

maps…from the inside out. Obedience to God through His 

Word is essential to this process in the Christian life. It’s a life-

releasing joy if we are to experience the freedom into which we 

have been called. God created us and understands what is 

best for us much more than we do ourselves. He is our loving 

Father who loves us just as we are. He also loves us too much 

to let us stay there. John 20:21 is painted on every page of this 

Gospel. Jesus summons us to restore our heritage, to live like 

a dance with the Father, Son and Spirit as lead partners.  

2. Truth in the NT is not simply facts, but experienced-truth or Reality. 

We come to know the truth by responding to it (8:32f). Whose voice 

are we personally listening to in our 24/7 lives?  

       Ignoring the Truth                  Responding to the Truth  

 34-35b  35b-36  

 

 37b  

 

 38b  38a  

 

 41  42  

 

 43b-46  

 

 47b  47a  
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As a Christian, God has given us the freedom to choose 

whose slave we will be. If a slave of Christ, then we are 

“bound” to enjoy freedom, a freedom from and a freedom to. 

Our incomplete “sin-management” approach as Christians 

primarily focuses on free from. Thank God for this freedom 

from sin. But that is not the half. We are now free to relate with 

the Father, like Jesus does, free to belong forever, free to love 

Jesus intensely, free to hear what God is saying, free to keep 

Jesus’ words, free to never see death, free to fully partner with 

Him in fruitful ministry...as starters! This is our heritage. 

3. What evidence does Jesus give us in 8:51 that we belong to God  

(cp also the positive evidence in 35b-36, 42 & 47)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many people seem to think of themselves as a “4X4” or “ATV” 

(All Terrain Vehicle). They think that true freedom means to 

rush after all they desire, even through the muck and mire of 

life. But this is the worst kind of bondage. God has designed us 

as fine cars who drive best on the freeways of life that He built 

for His glory and our good (there is really no contradiction).  

4. Again, the tension mounts because Jesus continues to challenge the 

religious leaders to change their religious way of thinking, beginning 

specifically with an accurate view of His Father. Why do you think 

the Jews picked up stones to kill Jesus in 56-59?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 1 _____  
 Read: John 9:1-41  

The miracles of Jesus were signs that pointed the lost to the spiritual 

Reality He was teaching. A good example is the 6th sign-miracle, the 

story of this blind man. Who was truly blind in this story? The simple 

testimony of a life changed by Jesus was more powerful than all the book 

learning of religious leaders.  

1. The man born blind experienced an astounding, immediate miracle 

when he washed (9:1-7). Each time he was asked who gave him 

sight, he had a clearer picture of Jesus, more spiritual sight. Note the 

progression.  

 

v. 11  

 

 

 

 

v. 17  

 

 

 

 

v. 35-38  

 

 

 

 

 

When you were first introduced to Jesus, you may have 

thought of Him as a great teacher, preacher, prophet, or 

example. And He is all this…and more. But that is not why 

John wrote his Gospel. John wanted to convince each of us 

that Jesus was nothing less than the Son of God and the Son 

of Man, both fully God and fully man without confusion, oh 

wonderful mystery! Only through Jesus can anyone discover 

what life is really about (20:30-31). Jesus patiently waits for our 

choice to be drawn into intimate fellowship with His Father, to 

worship and serve Him alone as Lord and God.  
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2. A witness tells what they have seen, heard, and experienced...and no 

more. Briefly explain how the man born blind practiced this as a 

good witness.  

 

v. 11-12  

 

 

v. 25  

 

 

Have you ever been afraid that someone may ask you a hard 

question when you tell others about Jesus? Don’t let fear 

intimidate you. Follow this man’s excellent example as a 

witness. Reply: “I don't know;” then go on to add “I’ll try to find 

out and get back to you if it’s important to you. But here is what 

I do know…,” then share your 3-minute testimony. Turn an 

obstacle into an opportunity to give your personal testimony.  

3. At every turn the man stymied the experienced religious experts by 

simply sharing his personal testimony. How did the religious leaders 

vent their frustration in verses 28 & 34?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your testimony about Jesus is powerful because no one can 

refute it. Have you ever taken time to prepare a “3-minute 

testimony” of how you came to Christ? It's a powerful tool in 

the hand of the Spirit of God. Pull out your 3-minute testimony 

this week and dust it off. And ask God for a divine encounter to 

use it. 

4. When someone really sees and knows Jesus, how will they respond? 

- 35-38  

 

 

 



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 2 _____  
 Read: John 10:1-21  

1. As the gate and the shepherd (the 3rd and 4th “I am” statements) from 

verses 10:2-4, list the responsibilities of the good shepherd (or 

watchman) and the responses of His sheep (you and every other 

believer).  

Good Shepherd   Sheep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Jesus used a graphic comparison in verse 15a to underscore the 

deep, intimate relationship between Himself and His people in verse 

14. What is the comparison?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word “know” in the New Testament usually has more of 

the idea “to know intimately and respond to quickly” than our 

modern usage, “to know about.” The amazing purpose of the 

Good News is to draw God’s people into the same relationship 

that the Son has with the Father (cp John 14:10 & 14:20).  
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3. What did Jesus do for His sheep (for you and me)? – 11b, 15b, 17, 

18b.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, gave His life for His sheep. 

Through His death, Jesus became the Gate to restore life for 

all who believe, entering through Him into abundant life with 

His Father. This includes both deep, satisfying relationships 

and a purpose that calls out our best. It’s like a family, a 

relationship of intimacy, provision, purpose, safety, protection 

and security. That is why Jesus calls this life, “life to the full.”  

4. According to 10:17-18, could Jesus have been killed if He had not 

voluntarily given up His life? Why or why not? “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The death of our Lord was unlike every other death. It was not 

an incident in His life, but the very purpose of it. His [death] 

was no accident in a brilliant career, it was the chosen vocation 

of the God-man.... 

“God’s love desires to save sinners. But since God is the 

eternal, infinite, and ethically perfect Being, He cannot and will 

not violate His justice. Some way must be found for mercy and 

justice to meet—and this they did in the transaction of the 

cross.... 

“In the three simple words, himself for me, is enshrined the 

great mystery of the ages. They declare that ‘the forfeiting of 

His free life has freed our forfeited lives’” (J. Oswald Sanders). 

Push through death to embrace life (John 10:17b)!. 



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 3 _____  
 Read: John 10:22-42  

1. In two short verses (27-28), Jesus describes some certainties for His 

sheep in a wonderful and comprehensive way. Check the appropriate 

box indicating Jesus’ part or our part.  

 Jesus’  Ours  

Communication (“My sheep listen…”) - 27A    

Intimacy (“I know them”) - 27B    

Obedience (“They follow me”) - 27C    

Abundance (“I give them eternal life”) - 28A    

Security (“They shall never perish”) - 28B    

Certainty (“No one can snatch them…”) - 28C    
 

Take a deep breath. Soak in these Realities. Then worship 

your Good Shepherd who has provided all you need for life 

and godliness. All this belongs to God’s people now, abundant 

life bubbling up through Jesus.  

2. Jesus keeps us 100% safe and secure from now on into eternity (28). 

Who joins with Jesus to guarantee and safeguard the salvation and 

the eternal preservation of every Christian? - 29  

 

 

 

 

 

This is a tough teaching. Many of Jesus’ disciples left because 

they could not embrace this “hard teaching” (John 6:60 & 66). 

What about you? Only when we see the Father and Son for 

who they are, will be able to embrace that He has done 

everything. We try to add our little bit to “hold onto” our eternal 

life. Jesus will have none of that self-referenced living!  

Certainly, we must respond to God’s initiative. His preserving 

power and love, however, keep us safe and secure through life 

and into eternity. Give up the illusion that you are “captain of 

your own ship.” Only then will it begin to make sense how 

eternally secure God’s people are in the Father and in the Son.  
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3. What did the enemies of Jesus (the religious leaders) understand 

Jesus to be claiming in verse 30 (compare verses 31 and 33)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ is the very center of Christianity. What we think of Jesus 

Christ our Lord will form our thoughts about Christianity. We 

believe Jesus’ claim, that Jesus Christ is fully God in every 

sense (the “deity” of Christ). By this we mean that the man 

known in history as Jesus of Nazareth also existed in eternity 

before He became man. He has always been the infinite and 

eternal God, the second person of the Godhead, who is One-

in-Plurality (God the Father, Son and Spirit), yet He has now 

become man, flesh and blood like us, yet without sin.  

4. Jesus could have avoided controversy by denying His claim to be 

equal with the Father. Instead, how did Jesus answer? Why do you 

think? – 10:36-38  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certainly, this is mind blowing to try to fully comprehend, but 

life changing to believe and marvel in. The religious leaders 

were offended by Jesus (33 and 39). Instead of allowing our 

minds be offended, let our hearts be ravished by His love and 

presence that surpasses anything our lips can pray and our 

minds can comprehend (Ephesians 3:20). Don’t be limited by 

what our minds are able to grasp.  



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 4 _____  
 Read: John 11:1-44  

Look at the context of this 7th and last sign-miracle in John. Put 

yourself in the place of Mary and Martha. You asked Jesus to come and 

heal your beloved brother. Jesus delays and your brother dies. Four days 

later Jesus shows up (11:1-6). Are you perplexed, disappointed, or 

perhaps a bit angry or resentful?  

“Jesus could have helped, but He let me down.” Or did He?  

1. Circle the people who believed that Jesus could have healed Lazarus 

and prevented his death.  
 

v. 21 Martha  

 

v. 32 Mary  

 

v. 37 Jews  

 

2. Jesus certainly did not delay until after the death of Lazarus because 

of a lack of love (35-36). Why do you think Jesus delayed according 

to verses 11:14 and 11:40?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith is a one-time event through which you enter for all time 

into a relationship with God. Faith is also a lifelong process as 

you grow in your knowledge and experience of the 

“unsearchable riches of Christ” in an ever-increasing way as 

lifelong life-learners.  
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3. Jesus was always stretching how people looked at life (their mental 

maps). What further truth did Jesus want His disciples to be exposed 

to after the sign-miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead? - 25, 43-

44  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind the scenes, Jesus’ matchless love was at work all the 

time. They already knew that Jesus had power to prevent 

death. But Jesus came to demonstrate in a far deeper way 

who He is. “I am the resurrection and the life” (the 5th  “I am”), 

the One who gives life to dead things. Just like a chameleon 

camouflages itself, sometimes God’s loving purposes are 

camouflaged, but never absent (compare Romans 8:28).  

4. Why do you think Jesus wept? – 11:35  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder if Jesus wept because He loved Lazarus and his 

sisters so deeply that He was moved by their pain. It was 

obvious to all who observed (11:36-38). Jesus entered into the 

Reality of our human lives at the feelings-level. As John says 

in His epistle, such love calls God’s people to love one another 

from the depths of our being, from our “gut,” not just in words 

but in action and in truth (1 John 3:17-18).  



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 5 _____  
 Read: John 11:45-12:19  

Antagonism from the Jewish leaders continues to rise (11:53 and 57) 

because of the sign-miracle in raising Lazarus and their fear that they 

would lose power (11:48).  

1. Although Caiphas, the High Priest, could hardly have understood the 

full meaning of his own words, he prophesied Jesus’ death (11:49-

51). What would be the result of Jesus’ death? - 11:51  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Martha was normally busy serving (compare Luke 10:38- 42). 

Certainly good, but not the highest and best. Why do you think her 

sister, Mary, anointed Jesus’ feet with such costly perfume? - 12:3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 26:8 records the disciples indignant response: “Why 

this waste?” One year’s wages. Was it really worth it? Or 

wasted? Mary was the only one who anointed Jesus for His 

burial (John 12:7). Don’t be afraid to pour your life out for 

Jesus. Don’t anchor yourself in the safe harbor of life. Strike 

out through the breakwaters, even when the waters get rough. 

Others may say: “Why this waste?” What you give to King 

Jesus (12:13, 15) though is never “wasted,” simply invested so 

it will bring eternal returns far beyond our wildest expectations.  
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3. How does verse 16 encourage a disciple of Jesus to be a “lifelong 

life-learner”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Disciple” means a learner. We are called to learn our whole 

life long. How can anyone fully grasp the majesty and 

excellency of Jesus Christ? Ephesians 3:18-19 records Paul’s 

prayer for all believers together “to grasp how wide and long 

and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledge.” To know a love that is ultimately 

unknowable takes a lifetime. Don’t just hang onto yesterday’s 

knowledge and experience of Jesus. Press on to let His Spirit 

continually transform you through His Word so that you can 

grow in your relationship with Him as lifelong life-learners.  

4. “Miraculous signs draw a crowd to bring attention to the Good 

News, but do not bring life.” Support or refute this statement from 

12:18-19 and the other verses below.  
 

12:18-19 

 

10:9  

 

10:21  

 

10:25  

 

10:36  

 

The sign-miracles were designed to draw people to the 

message, to cause them to consider as they see a trans-

rational demonstration of the message. Sign-miracles were 

never a mark of maturity. Asking for signs actually 

demonstrates spiritual immaturity (John 4:48; 6:30). But Jesus 

meets us at our level in order to draw us to His.  



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 6 _____  
 Read: John 12:20-50  

1. The Father sent Jesus to call His people into His presence to 

radically change how we look at life. Jesus stated three paradoxical 

laws of “life in the Spirit” (a paradox is two truths that appear to be 

contradictory, but are actually not).  

1. “Dying produces life” - 24  

2. “Giving triggers keeping” - 25  

3. “Serving brings honor” - 26  

Which of these principles did Jesus' life illustrate in verses 27-28? 

And how can these impact your life-style?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been said: “If God were small enough for your mind, He 

wouldn’t be large enough for your needs.” There will always be 

“mystery” about God because He is God. Why would we 

expect the infinite, eternal majestic God to be easily grasped 

by our limited, created minds? Practice a theology of awe and 

wonder as we embrace the paradoxical tensions in an infinite 

Triune God relating to finite people. 

2. According to verses 32-33, what event did Jesus say would enable 

Him to draw all men to Himself?  
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The cross is an essential event in Christian history. It draws all 

humanity to Jesus to make a choice, for or against Jesus. 

Without Good Friday there would be no Easter resurrection 

and no Christian faith. Be sure, though, to look through the 

cross to ask, “Why, God?” God’s ultimate purpose remains to 

restore intimate fellowship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

through resurrection to new life as His new race of people fully 

engaged with Him on this life-journey. The cross is essential to 

remove barriers, although not God’s ultimate end.  

3. Fear of what others think is one of the largest barriers to entering 

freedom with Jesus (12:42-43). What amazing truth does Jesus teach 

in 12:44-46 to shatter this fear?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does Jesus describe the source of His life and point us to its 

eternal results? – 12:49-50  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3). 

Wherever Jesus is, the Father and Spirit are right alongside.  



  

 

_____ Week 3, Day 7 _____  
 Read: John 13:1-38  

In Jesus' culture, they walked with sandals so their feet often got 

soiled. When a person of prominence entered a house, the servants were 

required to wash his feet. Notice in verses 13:4-11 that Jesus reversed the 

role and washed His disciples’ feet. His friends were confused and 

perplexed. Jesus’ life was always understated, though, never needing a 

position of prominence or visibility. Jesus was still nudging to change 

how they thought and what they valued. “Do you understand what I 

have done for you?” (13:12)  

1. Jesus knew His time had come in 13:1. “He now showed them the 

full extent of his love.” How do you think Jesus showed His amazing 

love?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Since Jesus is our Lord and Teacher, each of us has a moral 

obligation to “wash one another's feet” according to verse 14-16. 

What are some practical ways that we can respond as servants 

toward each other today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving is its own reward.  
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3. When we practice what we know (obeying God), what will this bring 

into our lives? - 17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 17 states that we are blessed when we do, a response 

of faith. True freedom is not the power to live as we please, but 

the power abandon ourselves to live as God pleases, in 

ongoing, intimate connection with the Father, which is our best. 

When our loving Father tells us “no,” it’s never restrictive, but 

always protective. His “no” keeps us from our counterfeit 

attempts to fill legitimate God-given needs through illegitimate 

means (although we often don’t understand at the time). He 

gives His “yes” to release in us authentic freedom as we 

journey with Him.  

4. “Love” is both a New Testament and an Old Testament command. 

“Love” is the clear, distinguishing “badge of discipleship.” Why do 

you think those who practice this kind of love are so unique? – 34-35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Love is not just a feeling, but also a commitment that leads to 

action. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son...” (John 3:16). Love according to the Bible is 

sacrificial. It’s always done with an eye on the eternal well 

being of its object.  

What one thing will you do today for Jesus' sake that will evidence 

this “badge of discipleship”? Towards your family, friends, work-mates?  



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 1 _____  
 Read: John 14:1-15  

Most of the life of Jesus selected by John was lived out and spoken 

to the lost with His disciples observing and learning. In sharp contrast, 

John expands on Jesus’ last night with His disciples in chapters 13-17. 

Read this as the last words of a beloved friend shortly before departing.  

1. Now Jesus is in heaven. What assurance does His personal words in 

verses 14:1-3 give you and every other believer?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What an incredible promise. “I will come back and take you to 

be with me that you also may be where I am.” For God’s 

people, this promise of eternal, face-to-face relationship is 

conditional on only one Reality. Has Jesus gone?  

2. A common belief in society today is: “there are many ways to God.” 

By contrast, what does Jesus, who can never lie, say? – 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 6th “I am” statement reinforces all that John has been 

describing of the life of Jesus. Jesus was sent by the Father, 

and is the one and only way to the Father, He is the truth about 

the Father, and He is life from the Father.  
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3. Read verse 7-9 through the ears of a good, 1st century Jew who 

believes in one God (this is called “monotheism”). How could these 

words have impacted you after three years with Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we know Jesus, we know the Father. Jesus always 

brings the Father and Spirit with Him since this Team-of-Three 

is inseparable.  

4. In John 14:12-14, what are these astounding resources that Jesus 

promises His people so that great things can happen through our 

lives as we pass on the Beautiful News?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Being” comes before “doing” in a Christian life. Works flow 

from relationship. We don’t work to earn God’s love. Good 

works flow from our lives because of His love (compare 

Ephesians  2:10). An obedience out of love deepens 

relationship, like in a family (14:15).  



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 2 _____  
 Read: John 14:10-31 

1. What are a few of the ministries of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 

God’s people? – 16-17 and 26  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“While we await Christ’s return from the throne of the Father, 

we have another Person just as divine as He, just as wise, just 

as strong, just as able to help, just as loving, always by our 

side, ready at any moment that we look to Him, to counsel us, 

to teach us, to give us victory, to take the entire control of our 

lives” (R. A. Torrey). The Spirit of God penetrates into the 

depths of our spirit and makes His home there.  

2. “I am in the Father; the Father is in me” are words expressing the 

closest possible intimacy in friendship and reciprocal relationship 

(14:10). They reflect the same truth as in John 1:1. How does Jesus 

extend this intimate, available relationship with His Father with His 

startling words in 14:20?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In John 14, Jesus further reveals the quality of His Father-Son 

relationship with His Father...intimacy, trust, dependence, 

abandonment to the Father’s will. This intimacy with the Father 

is also the fountain from which Jesus’ fruitful works flow 

through the indwelling Spirit (see v. 16).  
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Jesus then startles His friends, as this text ought to astound 

us. He calls His disciples to enter into the same relationship 

and to experience the Father’s same love (John 14:20-21 + 

17:25-26)! Through His love, we know in the depths of our 

beings that we are His sons and daughters…forever. As God’s 

people we are invited into this mutual indwelling with the 

Trinity.  

3. From John 14:21 and 23, how would you describe the nature of the 

relationship Jesus desires to have with those who are His?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus opened up relationship with the Godhead for humanity, 

drawing us back to the original Eden-intent. Of course, we 

never become little gods. Such a thought is foolish when we 

know Jesus. However, did you catch Jesus’ “we” and “our” in 

verse 23, referring to the Trinity?  

“The living God is a relationship, a community, a Trinity. And 

this God draws near to us to draw us near to himself within the 

circle of his knowing and loving of himself” (Darrell Johnson). 

4. Who lives within every genuine child of God?  

v. 17  

 

v. 23  

 

v. 23  

 

 

The Christian teaching of the God who is One-in-Plurality 

(Trinity or Tri-unity) takes a heavy dose of humility. It exposes 

the bankruptcy of our unaided reasoning. We are dealing with 

facts beyond our human ability to fully grasp. The Trinity 

discloses the fullness of life in eternal relationships and never-

ending community.  



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 3 _____  
 Read: John 15:1-11  

1. What do you think Jesus intends to convey by using the pictures of a 

Vine and a Gardner to describe Himself and His Father? – 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this 7th and last “I am” statement, Jesus is the Vine and you 

are a branch. How close of a connection is needed between a 

branch and a vine for the branch to be fruitful? This picture 

conveys intimate contact and vital life union. Only as this vital 

union is sustained can a branch flourish and bear fruit as a 

natural byproduct of intimate relationship.  

2. In the last part of verse 2, Jesus mentions pruning. What is the 

purpose of pruning (“so that…”)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day is “partly cloudy.” We choose whether our life-focus 

is sunshine or clouds. A cloud-focus will ultimately put blinders 

on that block the sunshine. A sunshine-focus frees us to also 

honestly acknowledge the clouds. 
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3. What is Jesus’ one condition for fruit-bearing? – 4-5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To abide (NASB) or remain (NIV) in Christ is to live connected 

in conscious dependence upon Him, recognizing that it’s His 

life, His compassion, His power, His wisdom, His resources, 

His strength operating through us, which enable us to live 

according to His will. Not “to abide” means doing nothing that 

really counts (5).  

4. In the first five verses, Jesus speaks of no fruit, fruit, more fruit and 

much fruit. How does Jesus later describe three of these “fruit” 

flowing from the abiding branch-life?  

v. 7-8  

 

 

v. 9-10  

 

 

v. 11  

 

 

 

Fruit. More fruit. Much fruit. Fruit is produced through two 

factors. First, a vibrant vine has sufficient provision for fruit-

bearing. Second, the branch draws on these vine-resources 

because of this intimate, two-way connection. Fruit is then the 

natural by-product of close relationship between the vine and 

branch rather than the result of strenuous effort.  

The Bible talks about at least two kinds of fruit: the inward fruit 

of character (becoming more like Jesus, Galatians 5:22-23) 

and the outward fruit of the good works of ministry partnership 

(like bringing others into relationship with Jesus, Jn 4:36- 38). 

Both come through this abiding relationship with the True Vine.  



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 4 _____  
 Read: John 15:12-27  

Jesus came to change how we think, changing the way we view life 

in order to transform our core values. It took Jesus three years to lay this 

foundation so His disciples could see His relationship with the Father 

correctly. This is the basis for a renewed mind, seeing as Jesus does. See 

His Father like He does and see ourselves and the world of people the 

way He does.  

1. Jesus calls His disciples “friends” three times in verses 15:13-15. 

What does Jesus tell us is the essential difference in His response 

toward a slave and a friend in verse 15:15?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As friends, we share with Jesus in all the secrets of the 

Father’s heart, thoughts beyond our ability to grasp on our own 

(read 1 Corinthians 2:9-10). This Community-God draws near 

to us to draw us into this very same eternal relationship. 

2. For what purpose did Jesus choose you to become part of His family, 

an adventure of faith that demands our all? – 16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is the Vine; you are the branches. Jesus is your close, 

unfailing friend. Both word-pictures convey close contact 

combined with intimate connection. And only as this vital union 
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and close friendship are maintained moment-by-moment can 

either the branches or the friendship flourish and bear fruit.  

3. Why will our vital relationship with Christ as His re-created people 

bring us into conflict with the world according to John 15:18-20?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note the world is a philosophy or system contrary to the 

Kingdom of God and Family of God. It consists of those who 

oppose God and His ways, whether the opposition is 

antagonistic or merely apathetic. Note the sharp contrast 

between the world and those who have become children of 

God through faith in Jesus (John 1:12).  

4. Who will bear witness to the world of how wonderful Jesus is?  
 

v. 15:26  

 

 

 

v. 15:27  

 

 

 

When you continue as a lifelong life-learner and come to the 

book of Acts in your reading, this verse is interwoven into the 

witnessing of the church. In Scripture, the extension and 

expansion of the church is almost always coupled together with 

both the Word and works, both a proclamation of the Beautiful 

News and a demonstration. We witness and the Spirit also 

does. This should give us renewed boldness since we are not 

alone. The Spirit has come on the day of Pentecost. Here is His 

promise as we abide in His presence. “But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses” in ever widening spheres of influence (Acts 1:8).  



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 5 _____  
 Read: John 16:1-16 

1. Why do you think Jesus told His disciples beforehand how others 

would treat them when they told others about the Beautiful News of 

Jesus? – 1-4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why are Jesus’ disciples better off now that Jesus has returned to 

heaven? - 16:7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like loving parents tending the needs of their infant, the Holy 

Spirit cares for you. But unlike the child outgrowing his need 

for a parent's care, you will never outgrow your need for the 

Holy Spirit. He lives in you to nurture, cleanse, empower, and 

produce character and fruit like Jesus.  

3. According to verses 16:8-11, what does God’s Spirit do for the 

person who does not believe in Jesus? Particularly note the cause and 

effect relationship (“because”).  

v. 9  

 

 

v. 10  

 

 

v. 11  
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The Holy Spirit can change the most hardened person to the 

point where they are overwhelmed with a sense of their need 

for Jesus. The Holy Spirit is the only one who can convince 

men of separation. We cannot do it and God has not left this in 

our hands. But while the Holy Spirit convinces men, He does it 

through His followers—through you and me. The Holy Spirit 

partners with us (John 15:26-27). Jesus will send the Holy 

Spirit to all His people (16:7), and the Holy Spirit will convict 

the world of the Beautiful News about Jesus (16:8) through 

those of us into whom He has already come.  

4. What is one more ministry of the Holy Spirit (out of the many) that 

every believer can bank on? – 13-15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is the original Comforter. “Comforter” (14:16, 14:26, 

16:7) also means Helper, Advocate, Strengthener, Supporter. 

Jesus continues this ministry to mankind through the work of 

the other Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit, the 3rd person of 

the Godhead. Wherever the Beautiful News goes, the Spirit 

continues to do on a larger or smaller scale the things that 

Jesus promised He would do.  

Jesus says, “The Spirit will demonstrate Me to you” (16:14). 

The Holy Spirit brings, imparts and maintains this sense of 

divine presence and wonder. He draws near to us to draw us 

into a consciousness that the Trinity, the Community-God, 

Father, Son and Spirit, is actually and always present with us.  



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 6 _____  
 Read: John 16:17-33 

1. For the disciples, what good will come out of the crisis of Jesus 

leaving? – 16:21-23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus pointed to a future day when He would come back in the 

Person of the Holy Spirit, the “other Comforter” (compare 

14:18, 20 and 16:23; the day is most likely Pentecost and the 

results are ongoing). We are now living in that period and the 

result is joy. The best in life often comes out of sharp pain like 

birthing a child.  

2. To ask “in my name” is to ask as “the official representative of 

Christ.” We ask “for the same things that Jesus would if He were 

asking.” What two results does Jesus promise when we ask in His 

Name? – 23-24  

1.  

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

 

Prayer is relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ and 

the Spirit. Our Father is so available, so close, that Scripture 

teaches that He is pursuing us. He constantly draws us to 

Himself. He desires an ever deepening relationship and 

friendship with us.  
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3. After 3-years of walking personally with Jesus, the disciples came to 

a stunning conclusion about Jesus. What do the disciples say in 30b?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Repent” launches us into the Christian life (Mark 1:15). It also 

fuels our journey. “The way in is the way on.” Repent is a Spirit 

generated change in essential values so that how we think is 

transformed. “Re” means “go back” and “pent” is like 

“penthouse,” the top floor of a building. With repentance, we go 

back to the top, to see life from God’s perspective on Reality. 

Jesus heard the change in their words. “At last!” The disciples 

finally saw that Jesus was the unique one who came down 

from the Father.  

4. Jesus was always realistic as He faced circumstances in life. He 

knew beforehand that His closest friends would abandon Him in His 

moment of crisis. At the end of verse 32b, what is Jesus’ 

unshakeable comfort, even in times of abandonment?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using verse 33, please complete the following sentence. “Why 

should I let the pressures of my 24/7 life crush me when I can 

take courage knowing that....?”  

 

 

 

 



  

 

_____ Week 4, Day 7 _____  
 Read: John 17:1-12  

Jesus models a simple, life-impacting pattern of daily prayer for us. 

First, He prays for His own spiritual life and favor from the Father (1-5), 

then, out of His connected abundance, He prays for His current friends 

(6-19) and finally for future disciples/friends (20-26). Take time to pray 

back this model prayer to your heavenly Father as you read it.  

1. What does the Father give to Jesus, His Son, according to verse 2?  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – Everything else flows out of eternal life. Ten 

times in the first twelve verses, Jesus prays back what the 

Father has given Him—authority, men, works, words, His 

Name, glory...everything. No poverty exists in God…only 

overflowing bounty as we look to our Father, the One who 

gives, initiates, provides, and preserves now and all the way 

into eternity. Prayer means coming to the Father with 

confidence as an expectant child and as His Bride, knowing He 

will supply everything we need in His just-in-time way.  

2. Jesus gives us the bedrock Reality of prayer in 17:3. What is eternal 

life? And how does this relate to prayer?  

Personally knowing ______________&________________ . 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip - Prayer begins with relationship. Eternal life is a 

kind of life, the same life the Father and Son have always 

experienced with each other since eternity past. It’s a quality of 

life that draws us into the same depth of relationship that 

humanity first received with the “kiss of life” from Genesis 2:7. 

Eternal life does not begin with death. Eternal life begins with 

faith in Jesus Christ and continues on forever. Jesus came to 

re-create humanity. His life is the basis for all prayer.  
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3.  It’s been said: “Life is like a dance.” 17:4-5 seem to describe again 

this mutual interaction between the Son and the Father. How did 

Jesus bring glory and fame to the Father?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – Glory means the radiance of who God really is. 

This relationship is essential for experiencing His presence, 

hearing His voice, and responding with the obedience of faith.  

4. How does Jesus describe our “return on investment” for consistently 

dong the Father’s will? – 17:5 with 10, 22, 24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – It’s too much to grasp! We ask: “How can it be? I 

am called in to partake of Jesus’ glory?” Jesus receives more 

glory through us (10, 24). Jesus then gives us the same glory 

the Father gave Jesus. “I have given them the glory that you 

gave me…” (17:22a). This is the Good News, the purpose of 

the cross and death of Jesus and the fruit of the resurrection 

and ascension. Be amazed at the privilege of prayer as Jesus 

invites us into the intimacy of relationship with the Father, Son 

and Spirit, participating in the present-riseness of Jesus Christ.  



  

 

_____ Week 5, Day 1 _____  
 Read: John 17:6-19  

Jesus models a life-giving pattern for daily prayer in John 17. After 

praying for His life with the Father (1-5), Jesus then prays for His present 

disciples (6-19). Take time to pray back this model prayer to your 

heavenly Father as you read it.  

1. One study tip to discover the key thought in a passage is: “find 

repeated words.” What is the repeated word in verses 17:6-9? And 

why do you think Jesus emphasizes this in His prayer?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – Prayer is aligning our wills with God’s will, then 

adoring Him and asking for what He delights to give. Psalm 

37:4 says “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you 

the desires of your heart.” When we delight ourselves in the 

Father, Son and Spirit, His desires become our desires.  

2. What part did the disciples play in partnering with Jesus in verse 8 

(and by extension, our part also)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – God designed His people to interact with Him in a 

full relational partnership. We live in His presence, hear His 

Shepherd voice, and put it into action. Stepping out with Him 

based on the light we presently have makes room to receive 

further insight (our “transforming responses”).  
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3. The word “holy” or “sanctified” means to be set aside for God’s own 

exclusive use. How are we sanctified in verse 17? And how could 

this look practically?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – God’s Word is precipitation and seed, a sword 

and a mirror, honey and milk… everything we need for life. The 

Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, has committed Himself to “teach 

us all things” and “remind us of Reality” (John 14:26). As our 

minds are renewed through His word, they become ready 

receptors for God’s impressions, which we then pray back to 

God. “I choose to be set apart entirely to do your will, Lord” is 

the basis for fruitful prayer.  

4. Fill in the two blanks below describing the lifelong mission Jesus 

gives His people. How do you understand these somewhat puzzling 

words?  

v. 16 They are not  _______________________________  

 

v. 18 and Jesus sent them  _______________________________ 

 

 

Prayer Tip - God wants us to pray for godly character (“not of 

the world”) lived out in community grounded in Christ and His 

power to carry out His mission by partnering with Him to 

penetrate into the world (“sent into the world”). Throughout 

history, these two seemingly conflicting tensions have been 

pulling at the church. Embrace both sides of this “paradoxical 

tension” since life lived in this rhythm is the heartbeat of the 

Community-God. The Trinity longs to restore others to the 

same relationship He has with us. We maintain this tension 

throughout our life-journey by harnessing both powerful forces 

as we practice both simultaneously. Both/And. 



  

 

 

_____ Week 5, Day 2 _____  
 Read: John 17:20-26  

1. In addition to His present disciples, who else does Jesus say He will 

pray for in 20-26? How does this affect you today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip - Not only did Jesus pray for His future disciples 

before the cross (including you and me), but He continues to 

pray for us. Here is a sure basis for prayer: praying in 

agreement with the Trinitarian prayer group who are even now 

praying together in heaven around the Father’s throne. “Christ 

Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at 

the right hand of God and is also interceding for us” (Romans 

8:34 with Romans 8:26-27). Jesus completely saves those 

who come to Him “because he always lives to intercede for 

them” (Hebrews 7:25b).  

2. Read verses 11b, 21-23 (also 26). What is the basis for our unity with 

each other? Or what is the model or standard for our unity?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip - The oneness that the Father and Son experience 

with each other is the basis for prayer. It’s both the Reality 

from which our unity with each other stems and also the 

ultimate model towards which we grow. Also note how this 

oneness is an eloquent testimony to the world that Jesus is 

who He says He is, the One sent from the Father (21b and 

23b). How deep and rich is this unity into which He invites us?  
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Because God is not a “single” God, but a Trinity, He can love. 

If there was no Community-God, God would have had no 

object for His extraordinary love in eternity past. Therefore, He 

would have had no experience of love. His plurality is 

essential. This relational God draws us into the inner circle of 

their mutuality with one another. As God’s people, we may 

experience the same unity, the same love and the same glory 

as they do with each other. We are made in the image of this 

mutually glorifying God, so learn to delight in lifting others up, 

thus promoting unity.  

3. Jesus expresses a deep longing for us to be with Him where He is 

(24). In this prayer, He repeatedly mentions revealing the Father to 

us (verse 26). Why does Jesus put so much emphasis on 

relationship?  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip - Prayer flows from an intimate, personal 

relationship with the God who is relationship (Father, Son and 

Spirit). Prayer is a “family matter,” relationally based. It’s the 

coming of a dependent child with boldness and confidence to 

ask for what His Father gladly and willingly gives. It’s also a 

bride rushing with trusting interdependence to her bridegroom. 

4. What is the sure foundation and confidence we have in prayer  

(23b and 26b)?  

 

 

 

 

Prayer Tip – Love flowing out of relationship is the sure 

confidence we have as we enter God’s throne presence in 

prayer. The statements of Jesus about love are so 

extraordinary, our mind easily reads over them. This is the 

purpose towards which Jesus prays…that the very same deep, 

pure, freeing, life-changing love that the Father has for the 

Son, Jesus, “may be in them.” Drink it in deeply. 



  

 

 _____ Week 5, Day 3 _____  
 Read: John 18:1-40  

Read rapidly to catch the flow. A large number of people came to 

capture Jesus (3). However, Jesus demonstrated that He was actually the 

one still in control. He initiated questions, boldly informed them of who 

He is, protected His disciples and healed the servant’s ear (John 18:4-11 

with Luke 22:51). They thought Jesus was the victim. The truth is: no 

one walking intimately with the Father is ever a victim, despite pain or 

atrocity. Jesus voluntarily gave His life as the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world (1:29, 36). Jesus knew He came to die and 

that His death was essential to His purpose for coming into the world.  

Opposition came to Jesus as He was doing the Father’s will, as it will 

with us. Look at “what” crucified Jesus (the attitudes), rather than “who” 

(the people). The people represent broad types of opposition that we will 

also experience. 

1. Which have you faced, , as you pursue Jesus?  
 

 v 5 Faithless friendships - Judas  
 

 v 12 Indifference – soldiers  
 

 v 13 Guardians of status quo – priests (Annas/Caiaphas)  
 

 v 38 Self-interested moral cowardice – Pilate  
 

 v 40 Ignorance – multitudes  

 

2. How did Peter respond three different times? - 17, 25, 27  
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3. What kind of a kingdom is Jesus’ Kingdom? – 36-37  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kingdom of God means “God’s right to rule.” We enter into 

His Kingdom the instant we come to Christ (Colossians 1:13-

14). God’s people are in the “already, but not yet” time of His 

Kingdom. We have access today to the powers of the Kingdom 

(the “already”), but are still awaiting the coming of God’s 

Kingdom in all its power and brilliance (the “not yet”). Live at 

the intersection of our design (bringing God’s Garden-intent 

forward) and our destiny (borrow from tomorrow). 

4. Later as Peter writes, he used these events surrounding Jesus’ death 

as a model for us to follow when we suffer for doing good (1 Peter 

2:23). Have you ever suffered for doing good? Jot down a few words 

to describe a situation. How can Jesus’ model change your attitude or 

responses in the midst of such pressure?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; 

when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted 

himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).  

1. Jesus did not retaliate when He was insulted.  

2. Jesus did not threaten when He suffered.  

3. Jesus kept entrusting Himself to His Father.  



  

 

_____ Week 5, Day 4 _____  
 Read: John 19:1-42 1.  

1. Read rapidly through 19:1-30 and the events leading up to the death 

of Christ. Briefly jot down what John reveals about Jesus’ suffering, 

which He went through for us.  

v. 1 ____________________   v. 2 ___________________  

 

v. 2B-3 mocked His royalty   v. 3b __________________  

 

v. 6 assailed by the crowd   v. 17 __________________  

 

v. 18 _________________   v. 23 gambled for garments  

 

 

2. What did the Jews state as the real reason they demanded Jesus’ 

death? - 7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Have you ever felt like a cork bounced about by the waves of life? 

What clear perspective did Jesus have about life circumstances? And 

how can this help in your daily life? – 11a  
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4. “It is finished” is a commercial term that means, “the debt has been 

paid in full.” Why do you think Jesus chose this term as He died on 

the cross? And what debt do you think was fully paid? – 30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible tells us that we owe a debt to God for our sins that 

can never be repaid. Jesus was a finisher. He completed the 

work of redemption that He came from heaven to accomplish. 

When Jesus died on the cross, He died in our place. Jesus 

paid for our sin, the Righteous for the unrighteous. By this 

purchase price, He redeemed all who place their faith in Him. 

Jesus left nothing undone that He ought to have done. 

Through faith in Christ (compare John 1:12), He removed 

every last barrier standing between us and God’s original 

Eden-intent for relationship as image-bearers. None remain for 

God’s faith-children.  

Jesus could cry out in victory, “It is finished!” The debt for the 

sins of mankind has been paid in full. Restored Eden-

relationship is now freely available. God humbles proud hearts 

by calling sinners wholly from their own works for salvation, 

wholly to the finished work of Jesus Christ our Lord. Why? So 

that we can enjoy restored intimacy with the Father, Son and 

Spirit.  

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon 

him, and by his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

 Jesus suffered like that and died the most excruciating death for you 

and for me. Turn this into a prayer of worship, then go and pass along 

this Beautiful News.  



  

 

_____ Week 5, Day 5 _____  
 Read: John 20:1-31  

Read rapidly through chapter 20 to catch the flow of Jesus’ 

resurrection events. Without the resurrection, the cross is simply another 

religious routine.  

1. What are some clear evidences for the bodily resurrection of Jesus in 

the Gospel of John?  
 

v. 1 - __________________________________________  
 

v. 7 - an empty tomb and the wrappings from the burial  
 

v. 12-13 - ______________________________________  
 

v. 14-16 - ______________________________________  
 

v. 19 - _________________________________________  
 

v. 26-28 - _______________________________________  
 

The resurrection of Jesus is one of the best documented 

events in this time period. The tight security measures, the 

empty tomb, and nine separate appearances to eye witnesses 

are all eloquent witness to this central truth of Christianity. So 

sure were His followers of their experience that they preached 

His resurrection everywhere, lived with a joy, hope and 

purpose that few in history have ever achieved, and were 

martyred because they would not deny Jesus. The changed 

lives of His disciples (1st century and present day) and the 

existence of the church despite stiff persecution are 

undeniable evidence of the Reality that we serve a risen and 

exalted Lord! “Jesus is risen!” is the message of the church.  

2. Jesus gives a commission to His followers in each of the four 

Gospels and also in Acts. What lifelong call on the lives of each of 

God’s people does Jesus give in verse 21?  
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3. Jesus launches a new era in our relationship with the Father, Son and 

Spirit as re-created humanity. What provisions has Jesus given us to 

fulfill this assignment?  
 

v. 21a  

 

v. 22b  

 

v. 23  

 

 

Pentecost means that God came to mankind to give Himself to 

man through permanent indwelling so that man might give 

himself fully to the Community-God. Power means ability to do. 

The Spirit gives us “a dynamic ability to be able to do what you 

go to do….He gives you the ability to be victorious in your life, 

to live right, to behold Jesus and to live with heaven in view” 

(Tozer, “The Ministry of the Spirit,” p. 51).  

4. According to verses 30-31, why did God move John to write the 

Gospel of John?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Not only is Jesus God, but 

He is also the Son of the Father, a Plurality-in-Unity. “If Jesus 

is not God, then there is no Christianity, and we who worship 

Him are nothing more than idolaters. Conversely, if He is God, 

those who say He was merely a good man, or even the best of 

men, are blasphemers. More serious still, if He is not God, 

then HE is a blasphemer in the fullest sense of the word. If He 

is not God, He is not even good....The deity of Christ [that He 

is fully God] is the key doctrine of Scripture....Accept it, and the 

Bible becomes an intelligible and ordered revelation of God in 

the Person of Jesus Christ. Christ is the centre of Christianity, 

and the conception we form of Christianity is therefore the 

conception we have of Him” (J. Oswald Sanders).  



  

 

_____ Week 5, Day 6 _____  
 Read: John 21:1-25  

Read the first fourteen verses of chapter 21 as background. Peter and 

the disciples were disillusioned, dismayed, confused, so they went back 

to what was comfortable…fishing. When was the last time you bailed to 

what was known and comfortable? Jesus was not put off! He initiates, He 

woos, He seeks, He summons.  

1. What is the source or motive for the highest kind of service in 

21:15a, 21:16a, and 21:17a (“a” points us to the first part of each 

verse)? Why do you think this is so important?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus calls each of us to an adventure that requires our all to 

accomplish something with lasting meaning. He has called us 

to emulate the heroic deeds He has done, to do the same 

works. If anything in our lives is larger than our longing after 

God, then we will never be full of Him. Our affection for Him 

must be above all else. 

2. Jesus told Peter three times…and by extension His 21st century 

disciples today…to tend and shepherd His sheep and lambs in 

21:15b, 16b and 17b (“b’ is the last part of each verse). What do you 

think Jesus means?  

 
 

 

 

 

Note the compassion of Jesus. Peter had denied Jesus three 

times. Peter wept bitterly because of his shame and guilt (Luke 

22:62). Jesus affirmed Peter three times by drawing out a 

three-fold expression of love in John 21. Jesus then reaffirms 

Peter’s call to ministry in His Kingdom and in His Family. 

Failure is not final with a compassionate Master like Jesus…for 

Peter and for us.  
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3. What is the simple plan that Jesus has for spiritual growth and 

multiplication in our Christian lives in 21:19 and 21:22? 

F________________________ M_______  

 

 

Jesus did not say, “Make converts to your way of thinking.” He 

commissions us to “look after My sheep.” We often confuse 

activity for Christ with devotion to Christ. Discipleship is based 

on devotion to Jesus Christ. No argument. No compulsion. 

Simply, “If you would be my disciple, follow me; be devoted to 

Me; put Me first in all.” If we are only devoted to the cause of 

humanity, we will soon become weary and burned out.  

But if we love Jesus Christ personally and passionately, we 

can serve others, even though they may treat us with 

contempt. If your Christianity is worth having, it’s worth giving 

away. Our destiny is to partner with God in an awesome 

adventure that calls out of us our very best.  

4. Read John 21:25, the verse that John uses to close this Gospel. What 

lasting impression does John want to leave us with?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John has personally experienced these Realities for over sixty 

years. He has come as a “satisfied customer” to let God’s 

people know this testimony is true. What if all the nuances of 

Jesus’ life and ministry while on earth and reproduced in His 

followers had been written down? The planet could not contain 

the full record of what Jesus has done throughout the ages 

through His people. We have our entire life to get to know 

Jesus better, but begin now without delay.  



  

 

_____ Week 5, Day 7 _____  
 Meditate on: “I am…” 
Write a short summary  

Jesus repeatedly takes this Name to Himself as the “I am” God with 

a barrage of new revelation further defining God. John selects seven in 

his Gospel to highlight the Self-revelation of Jesus.  

1.  “I am the Bread of Life” (John 6:35). 

2.  “I am the Light of the World” (John 8:12). 

3.  “I am the Gate for My sheep” (John 10:7). 

4.  “I am the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11). 

5.  “I am the Resurrection and the Life” (John 11:25). 

6.  “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6). 

7.  “I am the True Vine” (John 15:1). 

 

 

 

 

 Write: A short summary from John  

Who Is Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What gained for Jesus the unquestioning obedience and 

unfaltering loyalty of His followers? If he be not the Son of 

God, how can we explain the fact that after two millenniums 

there are millions who would gladly surrender life itself rather 

than deny Him? The transformed lives of Christians are an 

eloquent and ever-present witness to the deity of the Person 

from who the transforming power proceeds” [deity means  that 

Jesus is fully God] (J. Oswald Sanders).  
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What Does Jesus Want of Me?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since God existed as a relational Community before the world 

began, He does not need mankind for relationship. He does, 

however, summon us to enter boldly into the richest fellowship 

with Him through faith in Jesus. He delights in the friendship 

He has with us. It’s okay if our minds are a bit bewildered by 

the concept of the Trinity, just so we still push in to allow our 

hearts to be ravished by the personal experience of deep 

relationship with this Reality.  



  

 

Freder’s Resources  
partnering247@yahoo.com 

I have three large concerns as I write: (1) that I might convince your mind 

before God ravishes your heart with His relational love; (2) that you will read 

this alone and be helped greatly…and settle for the helpful, but partial, change 

gained from learning, leading and living as individuals and miss out on the 

greater call to live as “persons-in-community; “Both/And” (3) that you might in 

some way view this sequence of building blocks as a finished program that will  

bring growth like a vending machine…presto! No such thing exists because we 

are following the Living God, who is relational at His core. What I have written 

is all I see now. What I have missed is an invitation for you to come alongside so 

we can learn together. If any of these building blocks are already strong in your 

T-E-A-M, skip on. Be flexible. 

Spiritual Stretch Zone 

1. “You Are Strong” [in the Lord] 

5-Week Sprints – When Jesus rescued us through faith, He drew near to us in 

order to draw us near to Himself and call us to join Him on His epic 

adventure. Each “sprint” is only 5-weeks so they are highly flexible, inviting 

younger Christians and older alike into books of the Bible as active learners 

and doers of the Word. This highly flexible and interactive learning process in 

community targets essential building blocks for flourishing growth   

Spiritual Checkup – As we grow on our journey, something like spiritual 

“allergies” often disrupt our absorption of necessary spiritual nutrients. This 

quick peek at ten essential baseline spiritual nutrients in our lives helps us 

evaluate for increased harmony and spiritual health.  

Times of Refreshing – God’s Family deserves healthy nourishment to stimulate 

growth aimed at each of our spiritual developmental levels on this lifelong 

adventure of faith. This short booklet uses the Gospels to focus on two basic 

concepts, abundance & forgiveness from connecting with the Father and Son. 

Jesus Is Enough! – A meditative guide through Jesus’ “last words” in John 15, 

the life-releasing picture of the Vine and the branches. What a glimpse into 

how to thrive spiritually, for both new and for mature Christians.  

Sent by the Father – John writes 60 years after Jesus arose from the dead with 

Genesis 1 and 2 as the backdrop, restoring God’s original Eden-intent and 

revealing God’s renewed mental map for His new creation in the 21st century. 

This read-along guides you through John’s Gospel. 

mailto:partnering247@yahoo.com
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What I’ve written is not for the casual reader. My aim in writing is to partner 

with the relational Trinity to lay down solid building blocks for a healthy 

spiritual DNA. This releases spiritual life and vitality through natural learning 

in community for those who are serious about following Jesus. I write to call 

men and women in Christ to change from the inside out, changing the way we 

view God and ourselves and the world of people, how we think and relate with 

one another. Beware! These could be incendiary! 

2. “The Word of God Lives in You” 

Radical Mutuality – In 1 John, the aged Apostle John felt compelled to write 

what was essential from his perch 25 years after the last NT book had been 

written. This ancient/new 1st century mental map turned the world upside 

down then, koinonia flowing out of the relational Trinity, and can also today. 

LifeChange – This read-along through Paul’s earliest letter flows out of 1 

Thessalonians. This key community-building letter, with a thoroughly 

relational Trinitarian view of life, is Paul’s vision to launch and grow disciples 

in reproducing faith-communities as His Word works in us.  

Enjoying His Presence – For our 21st century lives as Christians, nothing is 

more vital than grasping and practicing the moment-by-moment life God 

offers His people, even in the routine. Journey through selected Psalms. 

Mining God’s Word – This hands-on approach draws us to love God’s Word, 

His love-letter to us, developing solid Bible study and teaching habits as 

lifelong life-learners. This time-proven approach is very user friendly, using 

the Gospels as our subject material. 

Big God! Bold Design – This spiritual primer lays a solid foundation for 

growth, written in three Books for ease, escorting you along this adventure of 

faith as a companion on your journey. Recapture the mystery of God and the 

dignity of humanity as image-bearers. Practice a theology of awe and wonder! 

3. “You Have Overcome the Evil One” 

Pursued by Community – Learn to impact the lost in community like Jesus did 

(John 17:20-23), beginning with the sufficiency of Jesus, the most relevant 

and attractive person alive, with suggested action-steps.  

Sailing the High Seas – The relational Community-God Himself is our model 

for all leadership. This more community-based leadership dialog honors 

positional leadership while releasing God’s people to reach for all He intends 

in the 21st century. 

Eternally Relational – in process: living out our corporate life as Christians. 

Interweave a regular study of Scripture with good Christian books 

as a lifelong pattern for growth. 
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